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Norton defeats Russell 35-6 in district football
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By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School football team dominated
Russell on Friday night and de-
featedtheBroncos35-6indistrict
action at Russell.

With thewin, Norton extended
its season record to 6-2 and the
Blue Jays assured themselves of
playing athird district game this
Thursday as well as a bi-district
game next Tuesday.

Phillipsburg defeated Thomas
More Prep of Hays 53-22 in the
other district game on Friday.
Nortonand Phillipsburgwill play
in Norton on Thursday to decide
the district champion.

Thewinnerwill play athomeon
Tuesday and the loser will play
away. From then on, it will be a
one-gameseason. I f youlose, your
season isover. If you continue to
win, you will be state champion.

On Friday in Russell, the
swarming Blue Jay defensehad a
goodnight fromstarttofinishand
had ashutout until thejunior var-
sity fumbled and the Broncos
scored against the Norton re-
Serves.

Norton’s offense was a little
slow starting but, once they got
going, there was no question that
theBlueJay offensewasthedomi-
nant one.

Russell kicked off to start the
game and both teams had to punt
twicebeforethe Blue Jaysdented
theendzone. Nortontook over the
ball on their own 10-yard-lineto
start the Jays’ third possession.
With junior tailback Blake
VanEaton gaining most of the
yardage, theJaysdrovedownfield
and wereon the Bronco 11 after a
14 yardrun by senior quarterback
LukePfannenstiel asthefirst quar-
ter ended in ascorelesstie.

Onthesecond play of thesecond
quarter, VanEaton followed
blocks by right guard Pat Burton
andrighttackleDavvid Stanley to
score from 10 yards out. Senior
kicker WilliamWilhitekickedthe
extrapointandNortonled 7-Owith
10:44 | eft in the second period.

After Wilhite'skickoff, Russell
drove into Norton territory but
linebacker VanEatonintercepteda
Bronco passand returned the ball
to the Norton 49. Six plays later
and the Blue Jayswereinthe end
zone again. With VanEaton,
Pfannenstiel and fullback Chris
Davis gaining yardage, Norton
moved on the ground to score.
VanEaton broke several tackles
beforebeingtackledjustinsidethe
end zone for Norton’s second
touchdown. Wilhite' skick madeit
14-0with5:20leftinthefirst half.

After an exchange of punts,
Norton started on their 38-yard
line. With time running out,
Nortonwentintotheir two-minute

drill and moved downfield.

VanEaton gained big yardage to
midfield, then Pfannenstiel com-
pleted passes to tight end Jared
Cox andwidereceiver Clay Mad-
den. ThepasstoMaddenwasgood

to the Russell 25 with 11 seconds |

left. Wilhite tried afield goal but
itfell shortand Nortonled 14-Oat
halftime.

Wilhitekicked off to Russell to
start thethird quarter andtheBlue
Jay defense was more than equal
totheoccasion. After smothering
theBroncokickoff returner onthe
13-yardline, theNortondefenders
dropped a Bronco back for aone
yard loss. Russell went to the air
and defensive tackle Davvid
Stanley intercepted on the 16!

Several plays later, Todd Bolt
received the ball in the backfield
onagadget play and passed com-
pletetotight end Jared Cox inthe
endzonefor Norton’sthird touch-
down. Wilhite split the uprights
andtheJaysled 21-0with 9:001 eft
inthethird quarter.

After Wilhite'skickoff, Norton
forced another Bronco punt.
Pfannenstiel returned the kick to
the Russell 37. On first down, he
ran akeeper tothe 28 but fumbled
and the Broncos recovered. With
the help of two pass completions
and a holding penalty against
Norton, the Broncos moved
downfield. They reached the
Norton 3-yard-line but the Blue
Jay defensewasagainegual tothe
occasion and took over the pig-
skin.

Ittook Nortonsix playstomove
theball 97 yardsfor another touch-
down. Roe, Pfannenstiel and
VanEaton carried the ball to the
Russell 34, then Pfannenstiel
threw a screen pass to VanEaton
and he sprinted into the end zone
for his third touchdown of the
game. Wilhite's extra point kick
extended Norton's lead to 28-0
with 2:37 remaining in the third
period.

Norton forced another Russell
punt andtheBlueJayshadtheball
ontheBronco43asthethird quar-
ter came to a close. Pfannenstiel
quick kickedtotheBronco 9. The
Norton defense stopped the
Russell offense once again and
they went into punt formation. It
wasafakebut the Norton defend-
ersweren’'tfooledandtheRussell
back was tackled on the 15. Four
playslater Bolt scored fromthe5.
Wilhite'skick madeit 35-0infa-
vor of the Blue Jayswith 6:01 left
inthegame.

After the kickoff, the Norton
juniorvarsity playedtherest of the
game. They forced aRussell punt
and Bolt returned the ball to the
Norton 33. Onfirst down, Norton
fumbled and Russell recoveredon
the Norton 28. Thejunior varsity
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The Norton defense continued to play very WeII in Friday’s district football win at

Russell. Above, linebacker Lance Roe and teammates sack Bronco quarterback Matt
Cook. Below, Cook is sacked again. This time Matt Engel led the charge. Norton ei-
ther sacked the quarterback or dropped backs for losses 10 times in the game and
limited Russell to an average of 1.2 yards per carry.
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defense was unable to stop the
Russell varsity from scoring. The
Broncos hit pay dirt from nine
yards out on a pass from quarter-
back Matt Cook to Connor
Driscoll. Theextrapoint kick was
no good and Nortonled 35-6 with
2:47 | eft.

After the kickoff, the Norton
junior varsity gained one first
down beforetimeran out withthe
Blue Jaysleading 35-6.

Norton more than doubled the
offensiveyardageon Russell. The
BlueJaysrushedfor 245yardson
45 carriesfor a5.4 yardsper carry
average and passed for 93 yards
for 338 yards of offense.

TheNortondefenselimitedthe
Broncosto40yardsrushingon33
carriesfor a 1.2 yards per carry
average. Russell gained 113yards
passing, most of itonseveral long
passes and ended with 153 yards
of offense.

VanEaton had another good
rushing night. He carried the ball
18 timesfor 133 yardsand a7.4
yardsper carry averageand scored
three touchdowns. Other Norton
rushers and yards gained were:
Davis, 2 for 17; Pfannenstiel, 10
for 45; Roe, 5for 19; Bolt, 2for 8;
Nuzum, 3 for 9; Stanley, 1 for 2;
Kats, 3for 12.

Pfannenstiel completed 5 of 10

passesfor 84 yardsand Bolt com-
pleted 1 for 1for 9yards.

Passreceiversfor Nortonwere:
Pfannenstiel, 1 for minus12when
he caught hisown passwhich had
been batted into the air by a de-
fender; Cox, 2 for 23; Madden, 1
for 15; Roe, 1 for 5; VanEaton, 1
for 62.

Broeckelman had 1 punt return
fornoyards, Pfannenstiel had 1 for
9yardsand Bolt had 1 for 9.

VanEaton had 1 kickoff return
for 19 yardsand Bolt had 1 for 4.

Wilhiteaveraged 43 yardson 5
kickoffs.

Davishad 3 puntsfor a30yard
averageand Pfannenstiel had 1 for

TerrZachmanwasIeadl ngball
carrier for Russell with 12 carries
for 19yards. Cody Langwaslead-
ing passreceiver with 3catchesfor
71lyards.

“Wehad another good night de-
fensively,” said Coach Bruce
Graber.“Wedidn't givethemany-
thing in their primary running
gameandwereonly out of position
onetimeon passdefense.

“Offensively, we had great ef-
fort on the first play of our first
couple of drives, then we were
stopped. On our third drive we
were ableto go 90 yards in 11
playsto scoreand then cameright
back the next seriestogo 50 yards
in6 playsto score.

“Wehadagoodtwo minutedrill
right before half but didn’t get
quite close enough for the fielc
goal.

“In the second half, we pickec
up our offense. After out defense
stopped them on our 3, we drove
97 yards to score. Pfannenstiel’s
screen passto VanEaton waswell
executed. L uke got into great po-
sition, madeagreat throw and the
linemen got in front of Blake anc
off hewent. Itwasaswel | executed
asany screen |’ veever had.

“Their 3-5 defensewasabuga-
boo for us but we handled it alot
betterthanwedidagainst Ellis. We
definitely had a better offensive
effort than we' ve had the last twa
weeks. Therearedtill alot of things
we need to fix but we are feeling
moreconfortableoffensively. We
have to eliminate the little mis-
takestokeep drivesalive.”

Lance Roe continued to lead
Norton tacklers from his line-
backer position. He had six solos
and four assistsfor 10 total tack-
les. Linebacker Blake VanEaton
was right behind him with seven
solosandtwo assistsfor ninetotal
stops. They were followed by
Nathan Broeckelman, seven so-
los; Austin Brooks, Matt Engel,
three solos, three assists, six total
each; Andrew Ables, Luke
Pfannenstiel, three solos, one as-
sist, four total each; Todd Balt,
Chris Davis, two solos, two as-
sists, four total each; Jared Cox,
one solo, two assists, three total;
Clay Madden, two solos; Davvic
Stanley, Heath Vincent, one solo,
one assist, two total each; Zach
Dreher, Logan Kats, Travis Ray,
William Wil hite, one solo each.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton Russdll

16 First Downs 10
45-245 YardsRushing 33-40
93 YardsPassing 113
338 Total Yards 53
6-11-0 PassesCompl. 8-23-2
2-2 FumblesLost 0-0
4-20 Penalties 1-15
4-32 Punts 7-34

Norton Blue Jays control Russell Broncos for football win

By DICK BOYD

TheNorton BlueJaystook con-
trol of their second districtfootball
gameto beat the Russell Broncos
35-6in Russell.

First quarter

Blake VanEaton returned the
opening kickoff totheNorton 34-
yard-line. Tailback VanEaton
gained seven yardson first down
but fullback L ance Roe picked up
just two yards on two carries and
Chris Davis punted.

The ball rolled dead on the
Russell 25. Tyler Zachmangained
fiveyardsonfirst downand quar-
terback Matt Cook gainedfour on
a keeper before Davvid Stanley
tackled him. Zachman ran for a
first down on the 36. Connor
Driscoll ran for nine yards and
Clay Madden came up from his
defensive back position to tackle
him.

Nortonsenior linebacker Lance
RoemadesuretheBroncosdidn’t
get afirst down. On second down
and one, Roe met Lance Murphy
at the line of scrimmage with a
perfect form tackle and dropped
himfor nogain. Onthirdand one,
Roetackled Tyler Zachman for a
one yard loss and the Broncos
wereforced to punt.

Luke Pfannenstiel returned the
punt totheNorton 33. lllegal pro-
cedure cost the Jays five yards.
Fullback ChrisDavisranforthree
yardsbut two Pfannenstiel passes
fell incompleteand Davispunted.
The ball was downed on the
Russell 48.

Norton linebacker VanEaton
tackled Murphy for a one yard

loss, then Pfannenstiel came up
from his defensive back position
todrop Zachmanfor asevenyard
loss back on the 40. Cook com-
pleted a short pass to tight end
Colton Lang and the Broncos
punted. Thepigskinrolleddeadon
the Norton 10.

VanEaton ran around right end
for eight yards, then fullback Roe
plowed up the middle, broke sev-
eral tacklesandearnedafirstdown
on the 25. VanEaton took a pitch
from Pfannenstiel and found run-
ningroomaroundleftend. Hewas
tackled after a33 yard gainto the
Russell 42. VanEatonlost oneyard
and apassfell incomplete but, on
third down, VanEaton carried the
pigskin to the 30 for another first
down.

VanEaton gained nothing but
Pfannenstiel gained fiveyardson
a keeper. On third down,
Pfannenstiel went back to passbut
was forced out of the pocket. He
weaved his way downfield and
wastackledattheBronco11asthe
quarter ended in ascorelesstie.

Second quarter

Pfannenstiel ran a keeper for
oneyard, thenVanEatonfollowed
blocking by right guard Pat Bur-
ton and right tackle Davvid
Stanley to score Norton’s first
touchdown of the game. Kicker
WilliamWilhitesplittheuprights
andNortonled 7-Owith 10:44 | eft
inthe second period.

Wilhite kicked off and Jake
Brown returned the ball to the 20
whereNathan Broeckel mantack-
led him. A pass was incomplete,
thendefensiveend Andrew Ables

tackled quarterback Cook for no
gain. Cook passed to Kale Wann
for afirst down onthe40. Norton
lost five yardsfor being offsides.
Cook ran a keeper for four and
one-half yards. Onthird down, he
sneaked ahead to the 50 for afirst
down. Zachmangainedtwoyards,
then Connor Driscoll wastackled
by defensiveend Matt Engel after
aoneyard gain. Cook went to the
air againand, thistime, VanEaton
aertly intercepted the aerial and
returned theball tothe Norton 49.

Six playslater andtheBlueJays
were in the end zone again.
Pfannenstiel ranakeeper for afirst
down onthe35. VanEaton gained
nineyardstothe 26. Davisbulled
for a first down on the 20.
VanEaton gained nothing, then
Pfannenstiel ranthekeeper around
|eft end to the 10. The next down,
VanEatonbrokesevera tacklesas
heranthroughtheBroncodefense
andwastackledjustinsidetheend
zonefor hissecond touchdown of
the contest. Wilhite's extra point
kick was perfect and Norton led
14-0 with 5:20 remaining in the
half.

Larame Cline returned
Wilhite' skickoff. He eluded sev-
eral Norton tacklers and was fi-
nally stopped by Wilhiteand Jared
Cox on the Russell 39. Zachman
ran for one yard, then VanEaton
camechargingintosack Cook for
atwo yard loss. After an incom-
plete pass, Russell punted.

Pfannenstiel returnedtheball to
the Norton 37. Pfannenstiel was
sacked on three straight passing
attempts and Davis punted.

Russell waswhistledfor anunnec-
essary roughness penalty, which
turned out to betheir only penalty
of thegame. Afterlosing 15yards,
the Broncostook over the ball on
their 20-yard-line.

After an incomplete pass,
Zachman was tackled by
VanEaton for atwo yard loss.
Then, Roe and defensive tackle
Austin Brooks tackled Zachman
forafiveyardloss. Russell punted,
Broeckelman caught the ball and
wastackled on the Norton 38 just
as he received the pigskin.
Pfannenstiel was sacked back on
the 24 but VanEaton found run-
ningroomaroundleftendandwas
run out of bounds at midfield.
Pfannenstiel passed to tight end
Cox on the 31 for another first
down. Next, Pfannenstiel con-
nected with wide receiver Clay
Madden on the 25. With 11 sec-

High School Sports This Week
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FOOTBALL:

Norton vs. Phillipsburg (district game here)
Northern Valley vs. Natoma (district game away)
NOTE: Bi-District football game will be played on Tuesday, November 1.

ondsleft in the first half, Wilhite
tried afield goal but it was short
and the two teams went to the
locker roomswithNortonleading
14-0.
Third quarter

JakeBrownreturned Wilhite's
kickoff tostart thesecond half and
the aggressive Norton defense
smothered himonthe13. Murphy
tried the Blue Jay line on first
downand Ablestackled himfor a
one yard loss. The Broncos went
to the air and Davvid Stanley in-
tercepted the aerial onthe 16!

Pfannenstiel passed to Roe for
a five yard gain to the 11.
VanEaton churned to the 6 but an
illegal procedure penalty cost
Norton five yards. VanEaton
gainedtwoyardstothe9. TheBlue
Jays used some offensive imagi-
nation on the next play and it
worked. The ball ended up in

Northern Valley

) Huskies
o,

Teams will be determined by Thursday’s district games.

CROSS COUNTRY:

Norton Cross Country boys team and one girl in State 3A Cross Country Meet

(at Wamego) Boys run at 11 a.m., girls run at 12 noon

Northern Valley Cross Country boys and girls teams in State 1A Cross Country Meet

(at Wamego) Girls run at 9 a.m., boys run at 10 a.m.

Bolt'shandsand hethrew aperfect
pass to tight end Cox in the end
zone for Norton’s third touch-
down!

Wilhite's extra point kick was
good again and the Jays led 21-C
with 9:00 left in the period.

The Norton defenders came
chargingdownfieldtosmother the
Bronco kickoff receiver on the
Russell 19. Zachmanlost oneyard
and Murphy madejust oneagainst
the fired up Norton defenders. A
pass fell incomplete and
Pfannenstiel returned the punt to
the Russell 37. On first down,
Pfannenstiel ran the keeper to the
28but fumbled and Russell recov-
ered.

Cook completed along passto
Jake Brown and he ran to the
Norton 37. After a pass batted
downby aNortondefender andan

(Continued on Page 10)
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