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Forcing schools
to consoliciate
won't fly out here

Early on, the “C” word rears its ugly head.

The legislative session hasn’t even started, and a prominent
Republican already wants to start consolidating school districts.

Senate President Steve Morris, a Hugoton Republican, says the
Legislature needs to consider forced consolidations to make
Kansas schools “more efficient.”

That sounds good, butit’s all wrong.

Though Mr. Morris says he’s talking mostly about small districts
that surround and bedevil mammoth eastern Kansas
megadistricts, the consolidation net would sweep up a lot of rural

schools.

Out in western Kansas, at least, consolidation is well under way.
Small districts are merging or folding as their student base disap-
pears. We’'re fast headed toward the supposed ideal of one dis-

trict per county.

The real danger, in fact, is that we won’t have enough students
some places to maintain even that. The specter of students riding
60 to 90 miles to class each day, then repeating the ordeal in the

evening, is not inviting.

Many issues complicate any consolidation of eastern districts.
Most of the outlying districts are heavily white, while city districts
tend to be more diverse. When city parents sent their kids out to
the country schools, is that because classes are better taught, or
hallways safer, or because the student body is that much whiter?

It’s foolish to believe that district consolidation would save the
state or anyone else money. It never happens. The money just

gets spent.

It’s one of the laws of government. Reorganization and consoli-
dation means shuffling the money and the people around, but no

actual money is ever saved.

Another thing about consolidation: If the Legislature is serious
about the Augenblick and Meyers study, which caused all this
trouble and which the Supreme Court relied on to set spending
standards, it needs to look at breaking up some of the

megadistricts.

That was one of the consultants least-remarked recommenda-
tions. The study found that the large city districts — Topeka,
Kansas City, Wichita, Shawnee Mission and Blue Valley, for in-
stance — were too big to function well.

So, why not split some of the giants and merge their offspring
with some of those pesky rural districts around them? Give the
supposedly well run smaller distrcits more kids, more money —

and more color.

Parents should be happy their kids would be in smaller classes in

smaller districts.

Educators ought to relish the opportunity to improve educa-

tion.

Politicians could say they really did something good.
But those big districts are politically powerful and their superin-
tendents aren’t going to jump off the gravy train any time soon.

So, what’s left?

If consolidation comes up, the Legislature will pick on the little

guys as usual.
Let’s not go there.

— Steve Haynes
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KANSAS
HOUSE SPEAKER
DOUG MAYS SAYS
MODERATE REPUBLICANS
ARE ON THE LEFT.

HMMM...WELL,

YoU'Ve GOTTA ADMIT
THEY'RE CERTAINLY

LEFT OF
THE RIGHT.

Debris of return washes over home

| thought thehousewasamessbeforewe
left for Mexico. Y ou should seeit now.

Itlookslike" TheWreck of theHesperus’
washed ashoreinour frontroom. Mountains
of dirty clothes, boxes of Mexican vanilla,
plastic tubs of kitchen utensils, sleeping
bags, blanketsand air mattresses, |ost-and-
founditemswedon’ t know whothey belong
to, and, of course, containers of leftover
food.

Not real food, but stuff like one or two
breakfast barsinabox, oneor twoindividual
serving size containers of applesauce, a
half-eaten package of dried pineapple
chunks, and (I know they didn’t mean to
leavethis) ajust-opened container of cash-
ews. |I’m afraid that will begonebeforewe
find therightful owner.

Jimmanagedtokeep histool ssegregated
fromthemel eethat eruptedinthehouse. He
knew if he let things get comingled, he
Wouldn t be ableto get back to work for a

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

| remember hearing him say something
like, “Let’ sget everything put away before
thework week starts.”

Buthemust havesaidit asl wassuccumb-
ing to exhaustion. It's Monday morning,
andwe ' restill weaving our way betweenthe
piles, boxesand crates.

—ob—

| was so proud of our littleteam of work-
ers. Thiswasthesmallestteamwehaveever
built ahousewith.

Now, weknow why themissiongroupwe
operate through suggests no less than 12

people on ateam. We had 11, and it taxed
every oneof ustothemax. Physically, itwas
the hardest | have ever had to work on &
house. I’'m not ready to concede my age
might have something to dowithit.

Asfar asfungoes, though, wehad aball.
My, how we laughed. We played Bible
triviagamesin the van and even managec
to stump the preacher’ swife and the evan-
gelist (Jim) afew times.

Nomajorinjuriestoreport. Just theusual
divers, bruises, achesand pains. WithNurse
Charlaonboard, though, wewereprepared
for anything short of open-heart surgery. It
waslikehaving our own MASH unit.

—o0b—

Sleepistheonecommaodity I’ mstill short
on. Asl writethis, | catch myself nodding
off. It'sgoing to bealong first day back at
work.

Maybeif | wear apair of dark glassesmy
co-workerswon'’t noticeif | dozeoff every
now z-z-z and z-z-z-z-z-z-z-z.

If1 had $1 million, I'd do so much

With the Powerball cash lottery being
$350millionor somesuch unfathomable
amount this past month; I, like alot of
people, dreamed of what | could do with
that much money.

Inmy casel forgottobuy aticket sothe
chancel wouldwinwasslightly morere-
motethantheaveragepersonwhodidbuy
tickets.

However, | didthink about it (partially
because our banker suggested it). We
havebeen doing someloanrestructuring.
It’ sprobably abad signwhenyour banker
suggestsyoubuy aPowerball ticket. I sthe
only way we are ever going to get out of
thisisif wewinthelottery?

If | had wonthelottery (after | paid the
bank off) I would, of course, givetochar-
ity, particularly my church.

| would have my identity kept secret
becauseaformer pastor wasvery opposed
to gambling and instilled thisin meto a
great extent. (But alittle Powerball ticket
now and then never hurt anyonedidit?)

Then| would pay off my siblingsdebts.

| told others exiled to the “North End
Zone” of the KSU football stadium |
would buy aJumbotronfor the south end
zonesowecould seethereplays. Andl’d
set up REAL toilets, not Johnny-on-the-
Spots.

[twaspointed outtomethatif | wonthe
lottery | could buy one of the enclosed

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

boxes with closed circuit televisions so
why fix the North End Zone?Hey, I'ma
niceperson. No matter what, | vow not to
forget the common people.

My friendtold meif shewonshewould
buy the “boys” (our hubbies) areal nice
farm, al new equipment andjust | et them
farm (like the old joke) until it was all
gone. Now that’ safriend!

Wedid decideweshouldinvest part of
it into something (Exxon-Mobil) for our
oldage. |’ dprovidefor mykids, of course.
But | don’'t want them to be spoiled. As
Blood, Swest, and Tearssoel oquently put
it “Mommamay have, Poppamay have,
but God blessthe Child that can stand up
and say | got my own.”

Daughter Kate, who was once a pre-
school teacher, saysif money were no
object she would work as a preschool
teacher al her life. Shefell inlovewith 3
year olds. Admittedly thatismuch easier
thanlovinghighschool social studiesstu-

dentshbut still it rather surprised me. Ase
former child care worker, | just have to
point out how ironic it is that the worst
paid people are entrusted with what we
claim is our greatest treasure — young
children.

Daughter Patricia, whoisenrollingfor
spring semester with 67 credit hoursand
being pressured to find amajor and stick
toit, wasagonizing over career pathsthe
other night. “If | do———, | probably
won't make as much money,” she said.
“But, wehavenever beenrichandweare
happy.”

| have happy kidswho love children. |
havegoodfriends. Somedaysl feel likel
already wonthelottery.

Never having had alot of money my
ideasof what todowithmillionsand mil-
lionsof dollarsarerather limited.

WeliketheNorth End Zone. They say
they aregoingtorevampit assoonasthis
football season isover. (The way things
aregoingit can’t beover soonenough.) |
doubtwewill beableto seethe Jumbotron
but hopefully wewill get somereal bath-
rooms.

If not, | planto makeaprovisioninmy
will tothe KSU athletic department for
new facility. | justwantittobenamedfor
me. NANC—"Nancy’s Annex for the
North-end-zone's Comfort”. Hasanice
ringtoit.

Congressman looks to help farmers, ranchers

Congressman Jerry Moran recently
chaired a hearing to review the farm
economy and the effect of federal policy
onagriculture.

“My farmers have few options,” Con-
gressmanMoransaidin hisopening state-
ment. “ They feedtheworld, but also have
tofeedtheir families. With ever-increas-
ing energy prices, we need to see where
thistrend is going and ensure they can
continueto do both.”

Among those testifying were Keith

Collins, chief economist at the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, and Sam Funk,
administrator of theKansasState Univer-
sity Farm Management A ssoci ation Pro-
gram.

“Producersstill usesimilar amountsof
the input for optimal economic produc-
tion, but their economic returnsdecrease
duetohigherinput prices,” Mr. Funk said.
“Acrossall farmsand onaper acrebasis,
the impact of higher fuel and ail, irriga-
tion energy and fertilizer prices will in-

crease costsin 2005 approximately $8to
$10 per acre for farms in Kansas com-
paredtothepreviousfive-year average.”

Following the hearing, Mr. Moran
committedto continuing hisreview of the
national farm economy and looking for
waysto improve the situation of Ameri-
canfarmersand ranchers.

Heis chairman of the House Agricul-
ture Subcommittee on General Farm
Commoditiesand Risk Management.



