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Waterfowl outlook looks good this year

By Veronica Monier

Waterfowl! hunting should be fair to good
thisyear, the expertssay.

“Bobber” Bill Klein of Norton, an avid
sportsman, said the reports are good on wa-
terfowl to the north. A friend of hisup north,
hesaid, thinkstheforecast looks good.

Steve Price, aregional fisheries and wild-
life supervisor with the Wildlife and Parks
Region 1 office in Hays, said the outlook is
good. Mallard and goose hunting, he said,
both look optimistic.

Mr. Klein said with the water level at
SebeliusReservoir aslow asit’ sbeenthelast
few years, duck hunting hasbeenfair. Hesaid
hunters will have to see what happens with
geese.

“We'll have some good pushes,” he said,
“but on averageit’ll befair.”

Thefall duck hunting season started Oct. 8
in the High Plains Zone (everything west of
U.S.283) andrununtil Jan. 3. Thesecond sea-
sonwill runfrom Jan. 21to Jan. 29. The spe-
cia seasonfor pintailsand canvasback isOct.
8through Nov. 15.

IntheLow PlainsEarly Zone, thefall duck
season began Oct. 15 and will run until Dec.
11. The season will be open again from Dec.
17 to Jan. 1. The season for pintailsand can-
vasback isOct. 15 through Nov. 22.

Inthe Low Plains Late Zone, duck season
runsfrom Oct. 29to Jan. 1 and Jan. 21 to Jan.
29. Thepintail and canvasback seasonisOct.
29to Dec. 6.

The purpose of the split hunting zonesand
seasons are to allow better hunting opportu-
nities, Mr. Price said. For example, he said,
the Low Plains Early Zone hasalot of shal-
low wetlands which are big waterfowl hunt-
ing areas, such as Cheyenne Bottoms. The
shallow wetlandsfreeze quickly, and having
anearly seasonallowshunterstoget out there

beforethat happens.

“WE' retryingtoprovidethegreatest oppor-
tunity and diversity for hunters,” he said.
“Some hunterslike to hunt the early season,
whileothersliketo hunt thelate.”

Waterfowl hunting canbefoundinwestern
Kansasat all of thestatereservoirs— Sebelius
(High Plains), Webster and Kirwin (Low
Plains Late), and Cedar Bluff (Low Plains
Early), said Mr. Price.

There are aso alot of smaller hunting ar-
eas, including private waters, he said. Some
of theprivatewaterfowl hunting areasarepart
of the state’ sWalk-1n Hunting program.

Onethingalot of peopledon’ t know about,
hesaid, areplayal akes, whicharefabul ousar-
eas for waterfow! hunting. Playalakes, he
said, are clay basins, most of which arein
western Kansas. A lot of people in western
Kansascall themlagoonsor buffalowallows,
hesaid.

Mr. Pricesaid theplayalakesarelow spots
infieldswhereclay accumulatesandthenfills
withwater whenitrains. Notonly arethelakes
good spotstofindwaterfowl, hesaid, but they
are a'so the most important recharge of the
OgallalaAquifer, withrechargeratesthat are
higher than any other land massin the state.

Thereareroughly 10,000 playalakesinthe
state, hesaid. Most areonprivatelandandre-
quire permission to hunt on. There are some
on public landsin southwestern Kansas, but
nonethat are publicin northwestern Kansas.

Duck huntingin Norton County, Mr.Klein
said, is mainly confined to the area around
Sebelius Reservoir, while goose hunting is
generally off thelakeon privateland.

GoosehuntingisopenOct. 29-30and Nov.
12toFeb. 12for Canadageese, Oct. 29-30and
Nov. 12toJan. 20forwhite-fronted geese, and
Oct. 29 to Feb. 12 for light geese, including
Ross', snow and blue.
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Early reports of waterfowl say hunting should be good this year.
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There is alight goose conservation order
that allowsthese birdsto be taken from Feb.
13to April 30. During the order, thereareno
bag or possessionlimitsand unplugged shot-
gunsandelectroniccalls, usually banned, can
beused.

“Sebeliusisone of the most western lakes
(inKansas), andthat’ swhereyou’ [l find most
of your ducks,” hesaid, “ butwehaveacouple
of pondsinNorton County that weget permis-
sion to hunt on for ducksand geese.

“At certain times, pond hunting can be as
good or better than at thelake. Wereally ap-
preciatetheguyswholet ushunt ontheir land.
Whenit'sgood, it’ sgood.”

Mr.Kleinsaid onaverage, thebulk of birds
are shot between sunrise and 9 or 9:30 am.
But, he said, there are days at mid-morning
whenthereisagoodresting areaonthewater
that can provide good hunting.

A majority of duckswill leave thelaketo
feed at daybreak in cold weather, he said.
When that happens, there can beagood mid-
morningflight, but therehastobealargenum-

ber of ducksaround.

“Early morning is usually best,” he said,
“but therearetimeswhen mid-morningswill
be good. But you have to have a good spot
wherethey areresting after they feed.”

Mr.Kleinsaidif thewater level at Sebelius
would go up afoot or two, it would increase
the waterfow! habitat, which would lead to
some of the best duck hunting around.

“Twofoot of water would do atremendous
amount for waterfowl hunting,” hesaid.“ One
and ahalf totwo feet come springwould al so
makeatremendousdifferenceinfishing.”

The best mallard hunting, Mr. Klein said,
will be right before the freeze up, generally
between Thanksgiving and Christmas.

“Thanksgiving isgenerally agood timeto
go for both duck and geese,” hesaid.

Also, sometimes, thelate seasonin January
isagoodtimeto hunt.

“1f you have the right weather conditions
and alittle thaw out, you can have atremen-
dous hunt,” he said. “Plus, most people are
done hunting by then.”

Turkey huntingisgood
Inalmogt every county

Wild turkeyswere reintroduced into Kan-
sasin the 1960s, and the program hasbeen a
great success. Today, huntablepopul ationsof
turkeysexistinnearly every county. TheRio
Grande subspecies dominates the western
two-thirds of the state. Low numbersin the
southwest provide only limited hunting. Hy-
bridRio Grande/Easternbirdsarefoundinthe
northcentral region. The Eastern subspecies
iscommon in the northeast and far southeast
regions, wherenumbershavegrown tremen-
dously inrecent years.

Turkey Permits& Tags

Turkey Spring/Fall (Archery Or Firearms)
- Except for limited, resident-only spring tur-
key permitsin Unit 4, all turkey permitscan
be bought over the counter or online

* General resident: $22.15

« Nonresident (unlimited unit): $32.15

¢ Landowner/Tenant: $12.15

Second Turkey GameTag: Any individual
who has purchased a spring turkey permit is
eligiblefor onesecondturkey gametag. Game
tagsarevalidfor Units2and 3ONLY .

* Resident: $12.15

* Nonresident: $22.15

Turkey Management Units

Y our permit specifies the unit or unitsin
whichyoumay hunt. Any individua who has
purchased aturkey permit may purchaseasec-
ondturkey gametag. All turkey permits pur-
chased for an unlimited unit are valid in any
unlimited unit. Secondturkey gametagsmay
beusedinUnits2 and 3only.
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