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CONGRATULATIONS
to Craig Foley, Norton

2005 Pigskin Pick-Em Champion

Winner of $50 in Scrip and Trophy
Thanks to all the football fans who entered the

12-week contest and to the sponsoring businesses:
Kellie’s; Pizza Hut/Taco Bell; Almena State Bank; Norton Shop
and Save; Moffet Drug; United Northwest Federal Credit Union;
Long Island Grain, Bank, Insurance; Rural Telephone Service
Co., Inc.; Jamboree Foods; Western Distributing; O’Brien’s

REMINDER TO WEEKLY WINNERS:
Weekly winners are reminded that their scrip money must
be picked up at the Telegram office and spent at sponsor-
ing businesses by the end of this year
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activation fee
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You may be eligible if you’re enrolled in:
• Food Stamps
• General Assistance 
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Temporary Assistance to Families 
• Medicaid 
• Free School Lunch Program
• Or if household income is at or below 150% of the federal poverty level

Additional programs apply to individuals residing on federally recognized
tribal reservations.

Toll Blocking: Available free of charge. Toll blocking restricts the ability to make 
long distance and roaming calls. Unicel will not collect a service deposit if eligible 
consumers elect toll blocking.

Visit your local Unicel retail store for more information.

1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-3558] WWW.UNICEL.COM

Unicel lets you stay 
connected for less!

Unicel participates in the Lifeline/Link Up 
Telecommunications Assistance program, offering discounted 

wireless service plans to qualified low-income individuals.

Norton girls return four starters
Norton boys return
two letterwinners

Norton boys to open basketball at Goodland

Norton Basketball Schedule
Thurs.-Sat., Dec. 8-10—Topside Tipoff Tournament in

Goodland, TBA
Friday, Dec. 16—Phillipsburg, There, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 17—Stockton, Here, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 3—Decatur Community in Oberlin, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan.6—Osborne, Here, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 13—Trego Community, Here, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 14—League Tourney Feather Bracket Games,

TBA
Mon., Tues., Thurs.-Sat., Jan. 16-17, 19-21—Mid-Continent

League Tournament, TBA
Tuesday, Jan. 24—Goodland, There, 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 31—Smith Center, Here, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 3—Hill City, There, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 7—Decatur Community,  There , 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 10—Plainville, There, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 14—Hoxie, Here, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 17—Ellis, There, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 21—Colby (Senior Night),  Here, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 27—Boys Sub-State Quarter-finals, TBA
Tuesday, Feb. 28—Girls Sub-State Quarter-finals, TBA
Thursday, March 2—Boys Sub-State Semi-finals, TBA
Friday, March 3—Girls Sub-State Semi-finals, TBA
Saturday, March 4—Sub-State Finals, TBA
Wednesday, March 8—Boys 3A State Tournament, TBA
Thursday, March 9—Girls 3A State Tournament , TBA
Fri.-Sat., March 10-11—3A State Tournament, TBA

By DICK BOYD
The Norton Community High

boys basketball team will open the
season on Thursday when they
play Ottawa at 5 p.m. (central
time) in the opening round of the
Topside Tipoff Basketball Tourna-
ment.

The tournament, which also fea-
tures teams from Wray, Holyoke
and Burlington, Colo.; McCook,
and Weskan will be held in the
Max Jones Fieldhouse at 12th and
Arcade in Goodland.

In other first round games on
Thursday, Weskan will play
Burlington at 3 p.m.; McCook will

By DICK BOYD
The Norton Community High

School girls basketball team will
open the season on Thursday when
they play Ottawa at 3 p.m. (central
time) in the opening round of the
Topside Tipoff Basketball Tourna-
ment in Max Jones Fieldhouse at
12th and Arcade in Goodland.

Also competing in the tourna-
ment will be teams from
Goodland; Weskan; Burlington,
Wray and Holyoke, Colo.; and
McCook.

Norton, Ottawa, Weskan and
Burlington will be in the top
bracket. Weskan and Burlington

will play at 5 p.m.
In the bottom bracket, Goodland

and Wray will play at 7 p.m. and
McCook and Holyoke will play at
9 p.m.

Winners of the Norton-Ottawa
and Weskan-Burlington contests
will play at 3 p.m. on Friday and
winners of the Goodland-Wray
and McCook-Holyoke games  will
play at 7 p.m. on Friday in the
championship semi-finals.

Losers will play at 3 p.m. and 7
p.m., respectively, in the consola-
tion bracket.

The championship game will be
at 6 p.m. on Saturday in the

play Holyoke at 7 p.m. and
Goodland and Wray will play at 9
p.m.

Winners of he Norton-Ottawa
and Weskan-Burlington games
will play in Friday’s champion-
ship semi-finals at 5 p.m. and win-
ners of the McCook-Holyoke and
Goodland-Wray contests will play
at 9 p.m. The first round losers will
play in the consolation bracket at
the same times on Friday.

The championship finals will be
at 8  p.m. and the third place game
at 4 p.m. Saturday in the
fieldhouse. The consolation
championship game will be at 4

By DICK BOYD
The Norton Community High

boys basketball team compiled a
15-7 record last season en route
to a second place tie in the Mid-
Continent League race and third
place in the league tournament.

Norton lost 50-47 in the sub-
state semi-finals to Thomas
More Prep of Hays to end the
Jays’ season. Thomas More won
the tournament and continued on
to win the Class 3A State Cham-
pionship.

Coach Doug Reusink has just
two returning lettermen from last
season. They are Heath Vincent,
6-foot, 6-inch senior center, who
averaged 9.9 points and 6 re-
bounds per game and Nathan
Morse, 6-0 senior guard, who av-
eraged 5.4 points and 2.4 re-
bounds per game.

Other members of the squad
are: Dane Krizek, 5-9, senior;
Jared Engelbert, 5-11; Brian
Juenemann, 5-10; Blake Wolf, 6-
0; Nic Lewis, 6-3; Logan
Keiswetter, 5-9, juniors; Logan
Kats, 5-8; Zach Dole, 5-8; Jared
Cox, 6-0; Wes Georgeson, 6-3;
Logan Runnion, 6-1; Preston
Herman, 6-2, sophomores; Matt
Stanley, 5-8; Zach Dreher, 6-1,
freshmen.

“We’re coming into the season
with very little experience with
just two returning starters and no
other lettermen,” said Coach
Reusink.

“Early in the season, we will
probably lean on Heath Vincent
and Nathan Morse to make plays

for us. We’ll need others to de-
velop quickly for us to have any
chance of success.

“Our players are working hard
in practice and they will get bet-
ter as the season progresses. We
have a lot of players new to our
program but they are a good
group to work with.

“Ottawa will be an excellent
team. We’ll learn a lot about our-
selves during the three days of the
Goodland tournament.”

Coach Reusink said he felt that
Plainville, Phillipsburg and
Trego should be the strongest
teams in the Mid-Continent
League based on the players they
have returning.

“I’m sure, there will be other
quality teams pushing them,” he
said. “I guarantee there will be no
easy game in the league for us this
year.”

Under the leadership of Coach
Reusink, the Blue Jay boys are al-
ways competitive. The 2002-’03
team won the Class 3A state bas-
ketball championship with a 22-
5 record and the 2003-’04 Blue
Jay squad was also outstanding,
compiling an 18-4 record.

Coach Reusink’s overall
record in Norton is 180 wins and
126 losses. He is beginning his
27th year of coaching high
school boys teams and has com-
piled an overall record of 394
wins and 172 losses for an out-
standing 69.6 percent victory
record. This is an average of 15
wins and 6.6 losses per year.

p.m. on Saturday in the junior high
gym and the seventh place game
at 2 p.m.

The Norton boys lost 44-42 to
Goodland in last year’s champion-
ship finals.

Trophies will be awarded to the
first, second, third and fifth place
teams and members of the top
three teams will each receive a
medal. An all-tournament team
will also be selected.

A three-point and team free
throw competition is planned and
a spirit award will round out tour-
nament honors.

By DICK BOYD
Coach Kevin Jilka has eight re-

turning letter winners for his
Norton Community High girls
basketball team.

Four of them were starters on
last season’s 17-5 team, which
went through the Mid-Continent
League undefeated to win the
championship and won the cham-
pionship of the league tournament.
The Lady Jays were ranked as high
as No.9 in the state in Class 3A
during the season.

Returning starters are: Whitney
Newell, 5-foot, 6-inch guard;
Chelsea Cox, 6-0 center; Rebecca
Ebert, 5-11 center/forward and
Karlie Jones, 5-4 guard, seniors.

Other returning letter winners
are: Klaire Mann, 5-3; Amber
Overlease, 5-5; Chelle Donovan,
5-3, seniors and Maggie Nielsen,
5-9, junior.

Other varsity team members
are: Rachael Lentz, 5-8; Amber
Waggoner, 5-4, seniors; Haley
Jones, 5-4; Chantille Campbell, 5-
7; Megan Kats, 5-3; Kylie Morel,
5-3; Courtney Cox, 5-7, sopho-
mores.

Freshmen members of the Lady
Jay team are Taylor Rossi, 5-2;
Katharine Roy, 5-6; Laura Lee
Baird, 5-7; KaraJo Jones, 5-8;
Amanda Delimont, 5-7; Ashley
Colip, 5-4; Wiyanna Paxton, 5-8;
Hayli Bozarth, 5-9.

Assistant coaches again this sea-
son are George Rossi and Joan
Bolt. Student managers are Darci
Darling, Lori Ebner and Lucy
Gosselin.

“Overall, our practices have
been going very well,” said Coach
Jilka “Our experience has been
showing up and we have been able
to progress at a nice rate.

“Offensively, we have to find
some other people to step up and
score at crucial times in the game.

“Defensively, we need to be
consistent and get after people for

fieldhouse. The third place contest
will be at 2 p.m. on Saturday. The
consolation championship and
seventh place games will be at
noon on Saturday.

The Norton girls placed third in
the tournament last season.

Trophies will be awarded to the
first, second, third and fifth place
teams. Members of the top three
teams will receive individual med-
als. An all-tournament team will
be selected.

The tournament will feature a
three-point contest as well as team
free throwing competition. A spirit
award will also be given.

Norton girls will play Ottawa on Thursday

32 minutes. We have a tendency to
relax at times.

“We have a chance to have an
outstanding year but our players
will have to work hard all the time
and work to improve every game.

“Right now, we are pleased with
where we are. Practices have been
very competitive and our girls
have really been getting after it.

“Returning four starters from a
17-5 team has to put you among
the favorites to win the league title.
Osborne and Phillipsburg will also
contend for the top spot with Ellis
being a dark horse.”

Coach Jilka is beginning his
24th season as head coach of the
Lady Blue Jays. During his tenure,
the Norton girls have won 398
games and have lost 128 for a 76
percent winning average.

The 2000-’01 team compiled an
18-7 record en route to a fourth
place finish in the Class 3A state
tournament.

Coach Jilka’s 2001-’02 Lady
Jays finished 13-9 and placed
fourth in the league. After losing
eight seniors from that squad,
Coach Jilka had to start over in the
2002-’03 season with only three
returning letter winners, none of
whom were starters. The Lady
Jays finished just 4-16 that season.

Norton compiled a 12-9 record
in 2003-’04. They had a 7-2 record
in the league, which tied them for
second in the league with Trego
behind champion Smith Center,
who was undefeated in league
play. Norton was seeded No.5 in
the sub-state tournament at the end
of the season and played No.4 seed
Beloit in the first round. An excit-
ing game on the Lady Trojans’
home floor ended in a 56-49 over-
time loss to end Norton’s season.

The season ended for the 2004-
’05 team with a loss to Holcomb
in the semi-finals of the sub-state
tournament, which was won by
Holcomb.


