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Ag Valley Co-operative
Elevator-Service Station

877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors

Farm•Estate•Antiques•Households
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Security Abstract Company
Abstracters Title Insurance Agents

~Home Loans~
Prompt - Efficient - Confidential

214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Whitney Construction
and Farms

Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing • Dozer Work • Ponds

Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our

“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert

FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”

~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton

415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”

Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies

102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”

Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.
Construction, Inc.

Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental

Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.

785-877-4016

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile

Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton

877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair

Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro * Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws

209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Hardy Construction
New Construction   Ω   Concrete

Roofing   Ω   Remodeling   Ω   Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—

877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy
Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton County Abstract
Company, Inc.

Title Insurance  *  State Licensed
213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882

Fax 785-877-5538—Julie Fowler, Manager

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main • Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Sander Furniture & Gifts
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,

Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander

301 W. Holme • 874-4974

By Kirk Kasson, Almena
Congregational Church
Go to church!
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)
25 Let us not give up meet-

ing together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another —
and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.

Google News has 17 ar-
ticles posted on the topic of
churches who have canceled
services for this Sunday,
Christmas Day. The
articles focus on two
camps. The first per-
spective given is that
of the church cancel-
ing services. Their
take goes something
like this:

Christmas is our
lowest attended day,
and due to staff, vol-
unteers, and attend-
ees who travel or stay
home, it is not fea-
sible for us to have
services Christmas
Day.  We will compen-
sate by having extra
services prior to
Christmas, including
Christmas Eve.

The second camp’s
response goes some-
thing like this:
WHAT! NO CHURCH
ON CHRISTMAS
DAY!! ARE YOU KID-
DING ME?!! WHAT
KIND OF SACRILE-
GIOUS, WIMPY, WA-
TERED DOWN,
WEENIE, NO-GOOD,
(gasp) CHURCH DO
YOU THINK THIS
IS!!!  (more gasping)
I CAN’T BELIEVE
YOU COULD EVER
THINK OF SUCH A
THING!!!

Personally, I sym-
pathize a little with
both camps. To be fair,
most of the churches
in the news have been
large churches, or as
the press calls them,
“mega-churches.”.
When you have a
church of 1,000

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society    
Copyright 2005, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P. O. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

SUNDAY
Isaiah 
9:2-7

MONDAY
Luke 

1:1-25

TUESDAY
Luke 

1:26-38

WEDNESDAY
Luke 

1:39-56

THURSDAY
Luke 

1:57-66

FRIDAY
Luke 

1:67-80

SATURDAY
Luke 

2:1-20

A Manger for a King

Guided by the Star of Bethlehem, the shepherds
and wise men alike found themselves standing before a
lowly stable.  Could this be the birthplace of the prophesied
King of Kings?  Amid the sounds of animals, there was the
unmistakable cry of a newborn infant.  They slowly entered,
still puzzled by the strange scene before them.  There they
found the baby Jesus wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger filled with straw.

Although He entered the world in a humble setting,
this infant would grow to be called the Son of God…the
Prince of Peace.  Jesus would bring a message of forgiveness
and love; His life and teachings would change the world.

As you worship this Christmas season, may
the words of the angel of the Lord ring in your 
heart:  “I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.  Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; He is 
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133

Toll Free 866-249-7804
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of  Oberlin, P.A.

N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, KS (North of Sale Barn)
785-475-3808 • 1-800-953-3808

Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. • Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
24-Hour Emergency Service

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large & Small Animal Service

801 W. Holme • Norton • 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM

Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-12

Keys and Locks
Don King Locksmith

Business * Home * Auto
Our Service is the KEY

EMERGENCY LOCK-OUT SERVICE. KEYS MADE.
~ Locks rekeyed. All your locksmith needs ~

203 S. State, Norton • Local: 874-4449

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper

215 S. Kansas • Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

ALMENA NEWSALMENA NEWS

JENNINGS NEWSJENNINGS NEWS
By LOUISE CRESSLER

Jennings Emergency Prepared-
ness Plan was implemented Nov.
28 when a blizzard hit Northwest-
ern Kansas. The Senior Center,
basement of the Commnity Hall,
had been designated as emer-
gency centers several years ago.
They had never been used for this
until now. A generator from the
firehouse was hooked up.

The City Council and the
Mayor thank all who helped by
providing food, gas,
kerosene,transportation, beds
and bedding. It would be impos-
sible to thank each one. We are
fortunate to have a wonderful Fire
Dept. We were thankful for
Mom’s Lil Market where we
could get supplies. Our electric-
ity was off for four days. We
would like surrounding commu-
nities to know they are welcome
to come to our emergency center
anytime.

Mary Votapka was delighted to
hear of the birth of a new great-
granddaughter. Brooklan ReLee
Ivans. Her parents are Josh and
Michele  Ivans, Shawnee.

Dave Haury came Wednesday
morning to the home of Tom and
Mary Votapka bringing a new
generator with him. He was com-
ing to deer hunt but also helped
with farm work while here.

Stan and Ramona Shaw and
Katie Wahlmeier, Colby, spent
Thanksgiving week at the home
of Danny and Cindy Black, Lo-
gan and Bowen in Carlsbad, N.
M. Thanksgiving evening they
enjoyed “Christmas On The
Pecos”, a riverboat cruise down
the Pecos River, to view the lights
along the river and in Carlsbad.
Other highlights of their trip in-
cluded Carlsbad Caverns, Sitting
Bull Falls in the Guadalupe
Mountains and visiting the U.S.
Department of Energy building.
On Saturday evening they en-
joyed the Christmas Parade in
downtown Carlsbad and a fire-
works display following. They
came home Sunday in the bliz-
zard just in time for the electric-
ity to be off four days.

Visitors at the home of Stan
and Ramona Shaw last week
were Kyle Austin, Pratt; Tony
Anderson, Tonganoxie; Mark
Shaw, rural Logan. The men all
had a successful first day of deer
hunting, each getting a nice
buck. They also did some pheas-
ant hunting.

Visitors over the weekend at the
home of Violet and Kenny Krizek
were her sister and husband,
Patrick and Betty Keener, Kansas
City, Kan.

Visitors at the home of Stan and
Ramona Shaw for the weekend
were Jerry Smith, Monticello,
Ark.; Drew Wilson and Les
Claybrook, Hope, Ark.; Curtis
Martin, Batesville, Ark.; Mark
and Ethan Shaw, rural Logan.
They had a successful weekend of
pheasant hunting. Shelley and
Erin Shaw came for lunch Satur-
day and returned home.

Colin and Linsey Bailey, Coo-
per and Hannah, Norton; Grant
Bailey and friend McKencie;
Marguerite and Elmoin Bailey
were guests of Mike and Vicki
Bailey Sunday. Marguerite was
celebrating a birthday and the
congregation of the United Meth-
odist Church sang Happy Birth-
day to her at worship service Sun-
day.

Brian Jennings and Westley,
Solomon, visited Lawrence and
Lila Jennings over the weekend.

Bruce and Peggy Carlton,
Bakersfield, Calif., spent two
weeks with her mother, Jean
Gillespie. They were here during
the power outage and blizzard.
They also visited with Lawrence
and Lila Jennings.

Jennings City Council met
Dec. 8 in the Senior Center. Items
on the agenda were: annexation,
emergency plans, sewer repairs,
Christmas street lights and Santa
coming to town. Work is being
completed on the annexation
plans. Tyler Bolt has been making

covers for the sewer boxes in his
shop class at school. Midwest
Energy will put up the Christmas
street lights. Lions will have soup
and Santa will be in town on Sat-
urday. The City will pay for half
of the cost of candy sacks and put
a gift certificate in the drawing.
The City is looking for a propane
generator to purchase, for emer-
gencies. It needs to be capable of
running both furnaces and the
lights at the Senior Center.

The Housing Authority met
Dec. 15 at Friendship Village.

A large crowd attended the “Se-
niors” Christmas supper Tuesday
evening. Merle Snyder catered
the meal.Those attending  were:
Jim and Wilma Mader; William
and Rachel Carter; Ruth and Merl
Chance; Kenny and Violet
Krizek; Alice and Larry Mizer;
Marguerite and Elmoin Bailey;
Dona and Eugene Mrstik; Larry
and Glenda Johnson; Stan and
Ramona Shaw; Ray and Virginia
LaRue; Bob and Neoma Tacha;
Keith Muirhead; Arch Harmon;
Vendla Tacha; Eleanor Morel;
Imogene Keenan; Alice and
Wilferd Wagoner; June Vavroch;
Agnes Wahlmeier; Mary
Votapka; Jay Kump and Louise
Cressler.

Plates were taken to the homes
of Emma Sanford; Edith Foster;
Pat Hall and Violet Foster.

Members of the Tuesday Study
Club met at the Jennings United
Methodist Church for the Dec. 13
meeting. A salad and dessert lun-
cheon was held at noon. Roll call
was answered by Ruth Chance;
Wilma Mader; Joan McKenna;
Kathy Nauer; Rachel Carter;
Naomi Carter; Helen Rhodes;
Mildred Tacha; Vendla Tacha and
Lynn Tacha. Kay Brown was a
guest. Megan Carter, Oberlin,
gave a Creative Memories Pro-
gram in the afternoon by having
the group make a photo sharing
card.

Elliott Gillespie, Marion, vis-
ited last Sunday afternoon and
spent the night at the home of his
grandparents, Stan and Ramona
Shaw. He was enroute home from
Denver.

When leavng the school board
meeting Dec. 12, Lila Jennings
slipped and fell on the steps on the
north side of the schoolhouse. She
broke a bone and cracked another
in her ankle. A cast was put on
which she will wear for seven
weeks.

Tony LaRue returned home
from the Oberlin hospital Friday.

Laverne Shields, Almena, for-
merly of Jennings, fell several
weeks ago at her home breaking
her hip. She is in a swing bed at
the Norton hospital.

Jennings United Methodist
Church will hold Christmas Eve
services Saturday, Dec. 24 at 4
p.m. There will be no service
Christmas morning.

Jennings Housing Board Au-
thority met Thursday evening for
their annual and regular meeting.
Stan Shaw; Betty Cressler; Helen
Rhodes; Alice Wagoner and
Louise Cressler, board members;
and Darlene LaRue, bookkeeper
attended.

There have been several hunt-
ers renting the apartments the past
month. We appreciate donated
furniture for the units. Alice
Wagoner’s term on the board has
expired. The board voted to have
her serve another 4-year term
pending approval by the city
council. Fruit plates were deliv-
ered to our three residents follow-
ing the meeting.

Mom’s Lil’ Market had a
Christmas Open House
Wednsday. She served cookies
and apple cider. The market is
sponsoring a drawing for the
large Christmas stocking on dis-
play. The store will be open until
noon on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31. No
noon meal will be served.

Jennings city water meters will
be read Dec. 23. If you have an
inside meter in your home, please
post the reading on your front
door.

By ESTHER MARBLE
Richard Engelhardt is in the

Kearney Hospital with heart prob-
lems and pneumonia. His address
is Room 442, 32st Street, Good

Samaritan Hospital, Kearney,
Neb.

Sue Jackson visited Jean
Leuszler Monday evening.
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members it takes a lot of coordi-
nation with staff and volunteers,
and when large numbers of them
are out of town, it makes for dif-
ficulties.

But, no church on Sunday?
Consider this, not a guilt trip,

but an encourager. I’m encourag-
ing you not only to attend church
this Sunday, but to take someone
with  you.

According to an informal poll
by Focus on the Family, 95% of
pastors responding reported their

church will be having services
this Sunday. Some services will
be modified (our church chose to
drop Sunday School) but services
will be available.

For many, including myself,
there is an unwritten tradition
that Christmas morning involves
not only opening presents, but
spending the morning razor free,
lounging in pajamas, watching
television, and eating a late but
delicious Christmas breakfast.
Going to church on Christmas

morning puts a pinch on
most of that.

But unlike Easter, it is a
rare treat to get to celebrate
Christ’s Birth on a Sunday,
with your friends at church.
You honor Christ with your
presence.

Will you be in church
Christmas morning? Here’s
my Top 10 list reasons of
why you should.

10. You go to church on
Easter morning, don’t you?

This should be much
easier, considering
there is no “Sunrise Ser-
vice” for Christmas.

9. You get an early
start on sharing with
friends the news on
what  presents  you
got.

8. You can enjoy sing-
ing carols on Christmas
day with a crowd!

7. All the good ball
games and Christmas
shows start late in the
day.

6. Some people only
go to church on Christ-
mas and Easter. You
wouldn’t want to miss
them, would you?

5. It gets your rela-
tives out of the house for
a little while.

4. Great chance to try
out your new LL. Bean
mittens/snow boots/
stocking hat, etc.

3. Your face in church
will make someone
smile.

2. Your body produces
a basic minimum rate of
heat production at about
400 Btu/hr (120 watts)
when awake but seden-
tary.  In other words,
save money on home
heat, and snuggle up in
a pew with all your heat
producing friends.

And the number one
reason you should be in
church this Sunday.
(drum roll please).

1. It’s Jesus‚ Birthday!
P. S.  Seventh Day

Adventists, you’re off
the hook this year.


