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Ardthe peat goeson...

Valerie Lee, vocal director,
conducted the Norton
Junior High School mixed
chorus (above) during
their concert performance
Tuesday evening in the
Junior High gymnasium.
Lacy Keilig, (right) plays
the baritone saxophone
during the band'’s portion
of the program.

— Telegram photos by
Carolyn Plotts
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Farm Service Agency
to do local reviews

MANHATTAN — Areview of
the Kansas Farm Service Agency
operation in Kansas has been an-
nounced by Bill R. Fuller, state

executive director.
The administrator of the United
States Department of

Agriculture’s Farm Service
Agency, Teresa Lasseter, asked
each state executive director to
conduct an independent local-
level review. The review will
coverefficiency and effectiveness
of agency offices to identify the
optimum network of facilities,
staffing, training and technology
within existing budgetary re-
sources and staff ceilings.

“Service to farmers and ranch-
ers continues to be the highest pri-
ority,” Fuller said. “Operating
within existing budgetary re-
sources and staffing ceilings is a
reality.”

Unlike the ill-fated Farm Ser-
vice Agency Tomorrow national
initiative unveiled in September
2005 that was quickly abandoned,
thisreview is to be state driven, ac
cording to Fuller. There is no com-
prehensive national plan or for-
mula. “Kansans deciding what is
best for Kansas — a refreshing
conceptand whata great opportu-
nity,” Fuller said.

As the first step, Fuller has
scheduled three Farm Service
Agency Listening Sessions across
the state:

e March 28, 1-4 p.m., Garden
City, Plaza Inn (north ballroom)

e March 29, 1-4 p.m., Great
Bend, Barton County Community
College (auditorium)

e March 30, 12:30-3:30 p.m.,
Topeka, Kansas Museum of His-
tory

Nationally, the agency has 2,351
county offices across the country.
More than 400 of these now have
two or fewer full-time staff.
Nearly 500 offices are within 20
miles of the next nearest office.
The cost of delivering services
varies widely, ranging from less
than 1 cent per dollar of program
benefits to more than $2 in ex-
penses for ever dollars worth of
benefits delivered.

At the listening sessions, pro-
ducers, farm organizations, com-
modity groups, policy makers and
community leaders will receive
information on Farm Service
Agency programs, structure and
challenges. Most important, the
bulk of the time will be allocated
tolistening to stakeholders outline
their expectations and presentrec-
ommendations.

Later, the process will include a
study by a review committee and
the development of a Kansas Plan.
Ifthe state-developed plan recom-
mends closure or consolidation, a
public hearing will be held in the
county in which the affected Farm
Service Agency office is located.

Stakeholders that cannot attend
one of the listening sessions, but
wanttoexpress theirideas and rec-
ommendations, may send com-
ments by e-mail to
state_review @ks.gov, or mail to
Kansas FSA State Office, 3600
Anderson Avenue, Manhattan,
Kan. 66503.

Newspaper on the lookout
for new weather watchers

The Norton Telegram continues
its hunt for someone to call in the
high and low temperatures each
day and also precipitation
amounts.

Interested parties can call The
Telegram office at 877-3361 for

public service offered the commu-
nity and the results appear in the
weather box onpage 1. “We’ll kick
in a free subscription to the paper
to whomever volunteers,” said
Tom Dreiling, publisher.

Your investment is a rain gauge

details. This has been a longtime and thermometer.

National FFA officer Anita Estes spoke to FFA members from Norton and Northern Valley about self-respect.
— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

In the United States,

men have slightly less than a 1-in-2 lifetime

FFA ofticer gives inspiration

During FFA Week National FFA
officer AnitaEstes, of Stuart, Neb.,
spoke to a combined meeting of
FFA members from Norton and
Northern Valley high schools.

Wednesday of FFA Week, Miss
Estes conducted a workshop based
on “The Mystery of Respect”. She
said arrogance happened when
one’s selfrespect spins out of con-
trol and that self-respect is honor-
ing yourself, yourrights and hold-
ing yourself in high esteem. She

Siblings
win college
election

Lucas Maddy and his sis-
ter, Katie Maddy, won the
general election Wednesday
evening to become president
and vice-president of the stu-
dent body at Kansas State
University.

The Maddy’s are the chil-
dren of Dave and Patsy
Maddy.

More on the Maddy cam-
paign and election in
Tuesday’s edition of The
Norton Telegram.

told the students their reputations
are based on how they are viewed
by society; based on their words,
actions and attitudes. She said
reputation is built upon respect of
others and respect for yourself.

PUBLIC

Other activities carried out dur-
ing FFA Week were “Drive Beat-
ers To School Day”, a teacher ap-
preciation breakfast, cowboy
dress-up day, and Blue and Gold
Day.

NOTICE

The Housing Authority of the City of Norton has developed its
Agency Plan for Fiscal Year 2006 in compliance with the Quality
Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998. It is available for
review at the Authority’s office located on 213 Horace Greeley
Avenue, Norton, KS 67654. The Authority’s hours of operation
are Monday thru Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. In addition, a public hearing will be held on May 9,
2006 at the Authority’s office at 5:00 p.m. Everyone is invited.
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risk of developing cancer.
For women, the risk is a little more than 1-in-3.*

If your family is affected by cancer,

the last thing you need to worry about is
taking time off work and paying your everday bills.
To find out how an Aflac cancer insurance policy may help,
call Independent Aflac Agent
Brian Anderson at (785) 831-4125

*Cancer facts and figures, 2005, American Cancer Society
American Family Life Assurance Company of Columbus (Aflac)
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Your Luck is at Kellie's”
Come Celebrate Our Norton and
Hill City Anniversaries with....

FREE ACTIVATION
on Friclay, March 17

All 3 Locations are FParticipating with Drawings,
Re][reskments and Select Phones FREE

(Some Restrictions Appl )

Rellee's el

wireless

authonzed agent

303 West Main, Hill City - 785-421-6245
107 E. Main, Norton - 785-874-4718
200 W. Mill, Plainwille - 785-434-2126

Limited-time offer at participating locations. Requires service agreement, credit approval and
approved handset. $200 early termination fee applies. Activation fees may apply.
Other restrictions apply. Terms and conditions are available at
Authorized Agent locations or www.alltel.com




