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The Democrats took control of the United States Senate and the
House of Representatives after the 2006 November elec-
tions by the slimmest of margins. Since they have desper-

ately tried to convince everybody on the planet they had a man-
date to turn things around.

Well, it just hasn’t quite turned out that way. While they did
manage to get a few things passed in House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s first 100 hours, the going, since then, has been anything
but smooth.

The way they talked  after the November ‘06 mini-victory, they
were going to tell President Bush how to run the country, the
war, and anything else they thought needed running.

They seem to be shooting themselves in the foot. Senate Leader
Harry Reid just doesn’t seem to be equipped for the role. Speaker
Pelosi is misguided as to what her duties are.

While Mr. Bush’s approval ratings are still in the gutter, he need
not make many adjustments; instead, all he need do is sit and
watch the Democrats continue to unravel. They seem to have too
many voices in the pot, allowing one to surmise leadership isn’t
the result of the 2006 election.

Democrat leadership tells the president their bill to continue
funding for the troops would include a calendar for withdrawal.
President Bush said he’d veto any bill with that stipulation. That
would be like extending the enemy an invitation to the going
away party. Sen. Reid remains adamant about that wording.
There are other Democrats, thank goodness, telling Sen. Reid, of
Nevada,  to cool it.

The Democrats, under Reid and Pelosi, are — at this early stage
in their mini-majority role —  setting themselves up for a letdown
in 2008 if things continue on course.  And if the letdown hap-
pens, won’t that be something: Republicans in the majority in
both the House and Senate, and the Democrats occupying the
White House!

The voters are watching closely. Change is the name of their
game. And if they have to change political diapers every two
years, they will.

—Tom Dreiling
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Democrats aren’t

providing leadership

There cannot possibly be any rea-
sonable explanation for the mur-
ders of 32 students and teachers at

Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg,
Va., at the hands of one of its students. I
watched and listened closely to just about
every mental health professional the news
channels were able to parade in front of
their cameras. Their take varied little, no
answers, of course, just guesses. But we
can all guess.

Some of the news channels were openly
questioning the way the university ini-
tially handled the situation. Easy to dig for
fault when those in charge and all others
affected were in a state of total shock. It
was poor taste by the media�s big boys that
early in the disclosure.

Can a similar nightmare happen right
here in Norton? You bet. Are we prepared?
We would like to think so. But let�s hope
and pray we never have to put our plan in
action forced by that kind of situation.

Virginia Tech probably thought they
had all bases covered. But they faced
something different. On that fateful morn-
ing, shots rang out shortly after 7 a.m. at a
dorm. Two dead. The plan was put in ef-
fect to isolate that facility. Unbeknown to
authorities at the time, the killer left that
building, made a video and wrote a de-
tailed, rambling description of hate and
anger, mailed it off to NBC, then returned
to campus to continue his fatal assault. In
the end, he put one of his two guns to his
head and  joined those he cold bloody si-
lenced forever.

I don�t think the reality of the situation
has sunk in. Thirty-three dead, including
the assassin. Never before in modern U.S.
history has such a deadly rampage oc-
curred.. In the scope of things � before
Monday�s tragedy � when school
shootings are discussed, Columbine High
School races to the forefront.

We, as mortals, can only hope we are
prepared for whatever the circumstance.
But time and again, those with evil on their
mind seem to succeed before capture or
ending their own lives.

Many questions, but few answers

The Virginia Tech massacre will un-
doubtedly cause many educational insti-
tutions to revisit their emergency plans.
It might be wise for all of us to also revisit
our procedures in our homes, and addi-
tionally see that the same precautionary
steps are in place where we are  employed.

We can never be too careful. And oh!,
how deafening that message was driven
home this week. We cry along with those
who lost loved ones. We worry about our
own children and their safety. If they are
away from home, call them, tell them you
love them. If they are still under your roof,
give them an extra hug before they leave
the house. Don�t ever let those three little,
but powerful words, �I love you,� come
too late.

These are uncertain times.
-td-

If Wyoming is on your vacation plans
this coming summer, might I make a sug-
gestion? Put Sheridan on your list of stops.
This scenic community of around 17,000
sits at the base of the Big Horn Mountains
that soar skyward some 13,500 feet.
Sheridan is one of those places that just
naturally attracts visitors. It�s home of a
couple of historic spots, some really fine
dining, varied entertainment, and several
very challenging golf courses � one of
which is the state�s finest and is enjoying
national acclaim.

Once you begin your travels up the
mountain, the view is absolutely awe-
some! Breathtaking! Nothing like it.
Sheridan is about 10 miles from the Mon-
tana line. No, I am not paid by that city�s
chamber to spread the word. I do this from
experience as that was my home for sev-

eral years when I was editor of The
Sheridan Press, a 6-day daily. Sheridan is
about 125 miles north of Casper, which
sits on I-25, which eventually joins I-90.
Give it a try.

-td-
Four retired guys were walking down

the street in Dodge City, Kansas when
they saw a sign that said, �Old Timer�s
Bar. All Drinks 10 Cents!� They looked
at one another, then went in, thinking this
is too good to be true. The old bartender
said in a voice that carried across the
room, �Come on in and let me pour one
for you!  What�ll it be, gentlemen?�

All four asked for a martini. In short
order, the bartender served up four iced
martinis, shaken, not stirred, and said,
�That�ll be 10 cents each, please.� The
four men stared at the bartender for a
moment, looked at each other, then paid
the 40 cents. After the second, 40-cent
round,  their curiosity got the best of them.
Finally, one of the men said, �How can
you afford to serve martinis as good as
these for only a dime apiece?�

�Well, I�m retired and I always wanted
to own a bar. Last year I hit the lottery for
$50 million and decided to open this
place. Every drink costs a dime � wine,
liquor, beer, all the same.�

�Wow, that�s quite a story,� said one of
the men.

As they continued to sip their martinis,
they couldn�t help but notice the other
three guys at the end of the bar who didn�t
have a drink in front of them and hadn�t
ordered anything all the while they were
there. One of the men gestured towards
the men with no drinks and asked the bar-
tender, �What�s with them?�

�Oh, they�re from Oklahoma. They�re
waiting for happy hour at 5 o�clock when
drinks are half price.�

-td-
Have a good  evening and a good week-

end. And if you hear bells in the distance,
they must be coming from your church.
Please respond accordingly.

It�s hard to believe that I still have daf-
fodils blooming out in the yard. Af-
ter getting hit by the freeze, many of

my flowers curled up their petals and
called it a year. Others kept a bloom on
their stems and just laid low during the
cold.

In fact, some of my tulips were practi-
cally trying to dig their way back into the
ground.

I went out on Thursday night and cut a
bunch of tulips and daffodils. All the tu-
lips were lying on the ground but the daf-
fodils were hiding among some lilies.

I read several years ago that if you plant
daffodils among your lilies you increase
the bloom time without increasing the
space needed for your flowers.

It works.
Since the lily bulbs form a circle, you

can plant the daffodils in the spaces be-
tween them. The daffodils come up and
bloom in the early spring just as the lily
shoots are starting to emerge. By the time
the lilies are fully leafed, the daffodils
have stopped blooming and just blend into
the foliage. Then in the summer, the lilies

Just hold on, summer’s on the way

bloom.
This year, the daffodils did their thing

and the lily leaves were emerging nicely
when the freeze hit. I think the lily leaves
protected some of the daffodils, because
the flowers kept blooming even though
the leaves all turned a sickly white. This
means I�ll probably have beautiful lily
blossoms this summer and a really ugly
border of lily greenery along the alley
from April to November. Oh well.

As I said, I cut many of the tulips out
front and a couple blooming on the side
of the house.

Over on the south side of the house, I
have a couple of red tulips. Out front, ev-

erything is yellow.
Every year after the beautiful display of

yellow daffodils along the walk, I dream
of red tulips blooming beside the steps.
And every year, the tulips there come up
yellow.

When I tell Steve that I keep hoping for
red, he just shakes his head. We dug that
bed up a couple of years ago and he was
going to toss the tulips, but I stopped him.
I should have gone out and gotten some
red bulbs, but I didn�t, so I guess I�ll be
looking out at the front steps and sighing
every year.

The flowering pear tree by the back
door took a hit from the weather but it will
still have plenty of blossoms for us. It
doesn�t produce fruit anyway, so we don�t
care if we lost half our �crop.�

Out back, we�ll have to wait awhile
longer to see how the spirea and the lilac
fared. We may have flowers and we may
just have a bunch of green bushes.

Anyway, the irises will be in bloom
pretty soon.  And even without all the
usual display, summer is coming and I
can�t wait.

Good
Evening
Norton

Tom Dreiling
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An increasing number of children
live in households headed by
grandparents, most commonly

due to teenage pregnancies, the high rate
of divorce, and the increase in single par-
ent families. Other reasons include the
death or disability of parents, parental
abuse or neglect, substance abuse by par-
ents, or the incarceration of parents. These
grandparents range in ages from the thir-
ties to the seventies, and their situations
vary. Most are ready and eager to take on
the role of nurturer and caretaker. Many
have already simplified their lives, are
making plans for retirement, or have re-
tired. For them, giving up those plans and
taking on the responsibilities of being a
parent can bring up many feelings includ-
ing loss, grief, anger, resentment, and also
guilt. In addition, their financial burdens
will most likely increase.

Many children moving in to live with
grandparents arrive with risk factors such
as abuse, neglect, prenatal exposure to
drugs and alcohol, and the loss of their
parents due to death, incarceration, or
abandonment. Many are in need of, not
only love and caring, but also structure,
clear expectations and effective disci-
pline. The transition for both children and
grandparents can be very stressful. Infants

and preschoolers require a great deal of
time and energy, and dealing with adoles-
cents of a different generation can be par-
ticularly challenging. Many grandparents
underestimate or are unaware of the added
burdens of taking on the role of parent.
The role of nurturer comes easy, but they
must also become, once again, the adults
who establish control and set limits.

It is very important for these grandpar-
ents to receive support and assistance
from other family members, support
groups, the faith community, and social
service agencies. In some situations, fi-
nancial aid may be available. Teachers,
counselors, and mental health profession-
als are also available to serve as resources.
Grandparents must be able to take care of
themselves and their own lives in order to
also be successful as a parent to their
grandchildren.

E-mail questions to:
www.highplainsmentalhealth.com.

High Plains
Mental Health
By Karen Schueler

Grandparents in role of parents

Share your thoughts with a Letter to the Editor


