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Water restrictions imposed
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Around town

stands before trying to pick it up. 
The driver may not see a child 
bending down. 

In addition, a child is less likely 
to drop something in traffic if he 
or she carries the school supplies 
in a backpack.

Obey the bus driver, sit facing 
forward in the seat, use an inside-
voice, and do not stick anything 
out the windows.

Tips for Drivers
 When backing out of a drive-

way or leaving a garage, watch 
out for children walking or riding 
a bicycle to school.

When driving in neighborhoods 
with school zones, watch out for 
young people who may be think-
ing about getting to school, but 
may not be thinking about getting 
there safely.

Slow down. Watch for children 
congregating near bus stops.

Be alert. Children arriving late 
for the bus may dart into the street 
without looking for traffic.

Know it is illegal to pass a school 
bus stopped to load or unload stu-
dents. In Kansas, the fine for this 
potentially deadly violation is 
$300 plus court costs.

Learn the flashing signal light 

system that school bus drivers 
use to alert motorists of pending 
actions.

Yellow flashing lights indicate 
the bus is preparing to stop to load 
or unload children. Motorists 
should slow down and prepare 
to stop.

Red flashing lights and an ex-
tended stop arm indicates the bus 
is stopped and children are getting 
on or off. 

Motorists must stop and wait 
until the red lights stop flashing, 
the extended sign is withdrawn, 
and the bus begins moving before 
starting to drive again.

School safety: Some tips for drivers

ing district agreement” with the 
Northwest Kansas Technical 
College in Goodland at an annual 
fee of $150.

• Approved to contribute $2,000 
to the Norton Arts Council and 
waived the feed and insurance 
for using Norton School District 
facilities for the 2008-2009 school 
year.

• Designated Principals Rudy 
Perez, Jeff Wallingford, and Corey 
Roy as student welfare officers for 
their respective buildings for the 
2008-2009 school year.

• Designated Superintendent 
Mann as the PL874 representa-
tive, the federal programs repre-
sentative, hearing officer for free 
and reduced meal applications, 
representative for state programs, 
Freedom of Information Officer, 
and coordinator of services for 
homeless children.

• Appointed Frank Otter as the 
Norton School District  represen-
tative to the Board of Control for 
the Northwest Kansas Technical 
College.

• Voted to have  board Presi-
dent Mark Keilig  give the staff 
welcome at the beginning of the 
school year.

• Voted to continue to have their 
meetings on the second Monday of 
every month at 7:30 p.m., with the 
exception of the special end-of-
year meeting, and for the monthly 
meetings to not continue beyond 
11:30 p.m.

• Voted to approve resolution 
#90-5: City and county laws and 
ordinance enforcement to be al-
lowed on school grounds. Super-
intendent Mann also said that it 
was recommended by the Kansas 
Association of School Board to 
approve that resolution.

• Approved the district credit 
cards, their uses and limits as 
presented for 2008-2009.

• Approved to designate build-
ing principals as the custodians of 
their respective activity funds and 
gate receipts.

• Approved to continue the an-
nual alternation of the district’s 
checking account between the 
FIrst State Bank and the First Se-
curity Bank & Trust and locate the 
checking account with First State 
Bank for 2008-2009.
• Learned of the changes, revi-
sions and additions to the Board 
of Education Policies Book. They 
included:  The gifted program was 
expanded to include 10th graders.  

There will be “No expectation of 
privacy” by students or staff who 
use school computers or networks.  
Anything of value created using 
the schools’ computers or net-
works belongs to the school.  The 
School Board will not condone 
pirated software, nor is “freeware” 
allowed on school computers.  
    The policy regarding varicella 
vaccines has been changed to 
require only one shot, while rec-
ommending the second as well.  
Examples of cheating were added 
to the policies book.

Also:
• The 2008-2009 Classified 

and Personnel Handbooks were 
approved.

• Requests for out-of-district 
transportation were approved. 
Fourteen students that live in Nor-
ton will ride busses to Northern 
Valley, and busses will pick up two 
students from the Northern Valley 
school district and bring them to 
Norton schools.

Mark Keilig assumed the presi-
dency of the school board and Jeff 
Nieslen vice president.

There was no more business 
brought before the board, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:17 
p.m.

School board:  Arts Council receives help 

EcoDevelopment: No solid negotiations
since Country General closed 
down. Orscheln’s Chief Financial 
Officer could be coming to visit 
the town in August. There cur-
rently are no solid negotiations for 
Orscheln to come to Norton.”

Miss Becker said all the points, 
good and bad, have been discussed 

in Economic Development meet-
ings. “We take the effects on 
Orscheln coming to town very 
seriously,” she said.  

“Our primary focus isn’t on re-
cruiting new businesses to Norton, 
but the retention and expansion 
of existing businesses and entre-
preneurs.

 “Helping a business such as 
Natoma expand is more profit-
able than bringing Orscheln in, 
but we also don’t want to keep 
new businesses out. When you 
have a healthy business climate, 
as Norton does, other businesses 
will want to move in,” the direc-
tor said.

The new concession stand at the Equine Center at Elmwood Park proved its worth last 
Tuesday during the District 4-H Horse Show. Members of the Norton County Horse Council 
operated the stand serving food out of the almost-completed facility. Appliances are still 
to be installed and the showers need to be finished.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Alta May VanGundy, in white shawl, watched as Dorothy Foland petted a pet hamster 
held by Marisa Maddy. Marisa entered her pet in the 4-H Pet Show held Monday after-
noon in front of the Norton Andbe Home. 

—Photo by Patsy Maddy

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
kl.davis@nwkansas.com

Oberlin’s mayor declared a 
Stage 2 water warning Thursday, 
meaning the city is now on water 
rationing using an even/odd out-
door watering system, but hom-
eowners got more than an extra 
month of unregulated water use 
this summer.

In past years, the even/odd 
watering has started at the end of 
May or beginning of June. This 
year ,with timely rains and an un-
seasonably cool start to the season, 
homeowners apparently hadn’t 
been watering as much.

The triggers for a Stage 2 water 
warning include the city water 
tower falling below 50 percent of 
capacity, pumping lowers water 
levels within 10 feet of the screens 
in the city wells or the demand 
for one day is above 700,000 

gallons.
At a City Council meeting 

Thursday, Mayor Joe Stanley 
said the last trigger had been hit 
last Wednesday when the city used 
760,000 gallons and on Tuesday 
at 750,000.

It had been over the trigger level 
for a few days earlier in the sum-
mer, he said, but then it would go 
down. People have been lucky that 
the city was able to wait this long 
before the restrictions went into 
effect, he said.

Councilwoman Marcia Lohoe-
fener said the people have done 
a great job of conserving water. 
She said she doesn’t see as many 
people in town watering.

With the declaration of the wa-
ter warning, the council passed 
a resolution implementing the 
restrictions unanimously.

Until the warning ends, people 

with odd-numbered address-
es, ones that end in one, three, 
five, seven or nine, can water on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Those with even addresses, end-
ing in zero, two, four, six and eight, 
can water on Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday.

Outdoor water can be used  only 
between midnight and 9 a.m. and 
8 p.m. to midnight on the speci-
fied days, said Mayor Stanley. 
That includes watering lawns 
and gardens, washing cars, filling 
swimming pools and any other 
kind of outdoor use.

According to the written plan 
emergency water rates can be 
imposed. People who need to use 
water to e

stablish a new lawn or wash 
house siding prior to painting may 
get get special permits from the 
city administrator.
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