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Record year of unclaimed property announced

NEWS EDITOR/REPORTER
for Kansas twice-weekly, about 4 1/2 hours east of Denver, near state 
reservoir, fishing, hunting, outdoor sports. This professional will be re-
sponsible for news content, supervision of part-time staff and correspon-
dents, pagination, design and coverage, reporting to general manager. 
Also involved in award-winning series of joint news sections produced 
by regional group. This is a prime opening for a reporter or editor with 
some experience or for a graduate who feels they can step up and pro-
duce an award-winning newspaper. Salary based on experience.

Send letter and resume to
s.haynes@nwkansas.com

and dpaxton@nwkansas.com

TELEGRAMTELEGRAM
T H E  N O R T O NT H E  N O R T O N

215 South Kansas, Norton, Kansas - Phone 785-877-3361
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For the second year in a row, 
the unclaimed property division 
of State Treasurer Dennis McKin-
ney’s office has worked to return 
a record breaking amount of 
money to Kansans. In the 2010 
fiscal year, 53,913 properties (a 
40 percent increase over 2009), 
totaling nearly $14.6 million (a 34 
percent increase over 2009) was 
returned to its rightful owners. 

The average amount of a return 
was $271. The largest return to 
an individual during that time 
frame was $108,259.15 and over 
$146,000 to a business.

Based on one of Kansas’ first 
consumer projections laws en-
acted over 30 years ago, approxi-
mately $25 million in unclaimed 
property has been turned over 
to Treasurer McKinney’s office 

this year.
“With only eight full time staff 

members, we manage to do more 
with less. The staff in the un-
claimed property division contin-
ues to come up with new and inno-
vative ways to return to Kansans 
what is rightfully theirs,” said 
McKinney. “I know that in this 
economy there are many families 
who need their money. We want 

to return these funds so they can 
put the money to work creating 
jobs and commerce.”

In an effort to increase effi-
ciency, Treasurer McKinney’s 
office offers paperless filing 
for claims under $2,000. Over 
610,000 claims are eligible for 
paperless filings.

Since the inception of the un-
claimed property program more 

than $132 million has been re-
turned to rightful owners with the 
largest single individual return of 
$347,000. Currently the Treasur-
er is working to rightfully place 
as much as 1.2 million properties, 
estimated in value of over $200 
million, with the rightful owner

“I have made it one of my top 
priorities to identify the owners 
of this unclaimed property so 

this money can be put it to work 
creating jobs and growing the 
economy,” McKinney declared.

There is never a charge to 
search for your unclaimed prop-
erty. To see if you have unclaimed 
property, you can visit www.
kansascash.com or call Treasurer 
McKinney’s office at 1-800-432-
0386.

eyes.
Norton’s Gabriel Bird and Jus-

tis Posson also received special 
recognition for scoring perfect 

100s on the written test.
“I am very proud of our shoot-

ers,” said head coach Cameron 
Archer. “We were in fourth after 
the first day and didn’t shoot as 

well as I expected the second day 
but made the top ten and I am very 
proud of them.”

Cameron’s assistant coach this 
year was Cole Archer and Chan-

dra McKenna was the classroom 
instructor. 

A complete story with pictures 
will appear in Friday’s Norton 
Telegram. 

Resurfacing work
scheduled for K-9

Heft and Sons LLC, of Greens-
burg, will begin a road construc-
tion project on K–9 Highway in 
Phillips and Smith Counties.

A seal will be placed along K–9 
from the US–183 Junction to the 
US281 Junction – approximately 
28 miles in length. 

The resurfacing project fills 
surface defects that can short-
en pavement life. Workers will 
spread a thin layer of asphalt over 
the pavement then coat it with a 
layer of rock chips that is pressed 
into place with heavy rollers. The 
process is an economical method 
in order to extend the life of the 
roadway.

During daylight hours, traf-
fic will be reduced to one lane 
through the work zone and guided 
by a pilot car operation. Travel-
ers should plan on a short delay 
of 15 minutes or less due to the 
road work. Kansas Department 
of Transportation urges motorists 
to be alert, watch for work zone 
warning signs and its workers 

while driving through a road 
construction zone.

“The seal operation should be 
complete by July 7, weather per-
mitting,” explains Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation Area Two 
Engineer Eric Oelschlager.

The estimated cost of the seal 
is $627, 614.

 “As always, we ask that the 
public exercise caution while 
driving through this and any 
other work zone on our Kansas 
highways,” reminds Kansas De-
partment of Transportation Public 
Affairs Manager Kristen Brands. 
“Please slow down, pay attention 
to the workers and signs within a 
construction zone.”

For questions concerning this 
road construction project, con-
tact Area Two Engineer Eric 
Oelschlager at (785) 626–3258 
or erico@ksdot.org in Atwood; 
or Kristen Brands, Northwest 
Kansas public affairs manager, 
at 785–877–3315 or kristenb@
ksdot.org in Norton.

Coffee
(Continued from Page 1)
The store will be open Monday 

through Saturday from 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Burns said they will also 
be open Saturday nights. 
  Burns, who worked for the 
Griffiths making donuts before 

purchasing the store, said he per-
formed in a band before moving 
to Norton. He hopes to bring more 
live bands into the store. 

  He said Curt and Renee 
Griffiths have been involved 
in training him and Amanda on 

everything from making lattes to 
glazing donuts. They plan to hire 
a few more people to pitch in. 

  He said his family has lived 
in Norton since 2003. He and his 
wife have four children, all en-
rolled in Norton Schools. He said 

they love Norton and want to keep 
a successful coffee shop here. 

  “We didn’t want to see another 
store close in Norton. We love it 
here. There are just a lot of awe-
some people here,” he said. 

By WILMA VAHLE
LONG ISLAND LIBRARY
The Library Board met June 

22 with President Patricia Ham-
mond, Librarian Beth Ponstein, 
Janice Schemper and Wilma 
Vahle, present.

The minutes of the last meet-
ing were read and approved. The 
treasurer’s report was submitted 
and approved.

It was suggested that some of 
our large print collection go to the 
Logan Library. 

The Almena Library will be 
contacted about what is left. 
Beth suggested that the large 
print books be integrated into the 
regular book population and that 
the biographies be pulled from a 
separate section and put in with 
the 920’s. 

New signs signifying book 
locations will be made. These 
suggestions were approved.

Beth reported that we had re-
ceived our new computer but 
it needs to be hooked up to the 
internet.

The library received from Cen-
tral Kansas Library System in 
Great Bend:

Central Kansas Library Sys-
tem has decided that no money 
will be received for workshops 
but $1000.00 for continuing 

education will be available but an 
itemized expense report needs to 
be kept. For 2010 there will be a 
$200 special projects grant. 

There were several options to 
choose from but a fall cleanup 
was decided upon and the money 
will go to purchase tables for the 
community center.

Beth has done some extensive 
weeding and wanted suggestions 
on what to do with the books. 

Patricia suggested trying Bet-
ter World Books on line as they 
send boxes and pay postage on 
the books they want.

Seven people attended the 
last scrapbook session. The next 
session will be July 16 and 17. 
If you would like to be a part of 
this workshop, please contact Pat 
Hammond for information.

The summer reading program 
got underway and l0 children at-
tended the first session.

Some old scrapbooks made by 
Anna Kaiser were found in the 
old library. They contain many 
old photos of children that attend 
the story hour during her tenure 
as librarian. 

These will be cleaned up and 
restored so that they may be dis-
played for the public.

It was decided that no fees 
would be charged to check out 

videos but only two videos per 
patron can be taken.

The board approved having 
jigsaw puzzles available for our 
patrons and donations of puzzles 
in good condition are being ac-
cepted.

Here are some interesting li-
brary facts: In just one day Kan-
sas Libraries welcomed 42,028 
people; answered 5,178 reference 
questions; loaned 61,483 books, 
movies and more; helped 10,409 
people to access the web and 
offered 291 programs to 5,872 
individuals. 

The Long Island Library invites 
you to be one of these statistics. 
Come see what they have to of-
fer you.

The next board meeting will be 
Monday, July 19.

LONG ISLAND UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

The monthly church dinner 
normally held on the first Sunday 
of each month will be held on July 
11 rather than July 4.

The service on July 11 will 
recognize the United Method-
ist Women, woman of the year, 
Charlene Ross. The guest pastor 
will be Shelly Cox Petz. 

The July dinner committee is: 
Irma Lee Gebhard, Shirley Tubbs, 
Roxanne Cox, Michelle Thar-

Long IslandLong Island
man, and Glenda Smith.

The June 27 worship service 
was opened with announcements, 
the call to worship and open-
ing prayer by Connie Kay Cox 
who also brought the children’s 
sermon. 

Don Malcolm from the Gideon 
Organization brought the mes-
sage. We were blessed with music 
by Belinda Thalheim.

JENNINGS NEWSJENNINGS NEWS
By LOUISE CRESSLER

Norton Correctional men were 
working in Jennings June 17 and 
18. 

They mowed the inside banks 
and tops of the sewer ponds. We 
appreciate all the work they do 
for the City.

The Book Club met the evening 
of June 23 at the home of Sue Long. 
After a garden tour, the group re-
viewed the book “New Mercies.” 
Those enjoying the evening were 
Violet Foster, Pat Hall, Patty 
Foster, Julie Carter, Kay Brown, 
Shelley McKenna, Lynn Tacha, 

Helen Rhodes, Lila Jennings, 
Joan McKenna, Kathy Nauer and 
the hostess, Sue Long. 

Summer Reading Program for 
children will be held four con-
secutive Saturdays in July. It will 
be held in the Community Hall 
July 10, 17, 24 and 31 from 11 

a.m. to noon.
The farmers are anxiously 

watching the ripening of the 
wheat. Some of the grain is ready 
but stalks are green yet. 

A few fields have been cut 
around here.

By  DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

A myriad of timely topics will 
be the focus at the American 
Heritage meeting to be held at 7 
p.m. on Thursday in the Commu-
nity Room at the Norton Public 
Library. 

The meeting will begin with 
a DVD presentation. Today’s 
public education, student text-
books and the impact of special 
interest groups funding on our 
public policy and in the political 
arena are a few of the topics to be 
discussed.

All individuals from Norton 
and surrounding communities 
are invited to attend. There is no 
charge.

“You can never have too many 
individuals who are well versed 
on today’s issues,” according 
to Kathy Wilmot and Ardith 
Scheetz.

American Heritage
meeting Thursday
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