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Coach George Rossi’s Norton 

Community High School girls 
and boys cross country run-
ners turned in another tremen-
dous performance in the Class 
3A State Cross Country Meet 

on Saturday at Rim Rock Farm 
north of Lawrence with the girls 
placing runner-up and the boys 
fourth.

It was the third straight year 
that both the Norton girls and 
boys had qualified as teams for 
the state meet. The Norton girls 
won the regional championship 
and the Norton boys were the 
runner-up the week before at 
Cimarron. 

The Lady Jays won the state 
championship last season for 
the first time ever and the Nor-
ton boys were fifth at state. Two 
years ago the girls were third 
and the boys placed 11th at 
state.

The Norton girls scored bet-
ter this year than last when they 
were the champions. They were 
defeated this year by a super 
Douglass team which set a state 
record with a 21 score. Norton 
won last year with 73 points.

The Lady Jays were runner-up 
this year with 63, followed by 
Riley County, 82; Salina Sacred 
Heart, 133; Southeast of Saline, 
144; Sabetha, 165; Pleasant 
Ridge, 174; Osage City, 183; 
Lakin, 217; West Franklin, 223; 
Frontenac, 232.

Wichita Indepen-
dent was the boys 
state champion with 
a score of 45, fol-
lowed by Holcomb, 
100; Wellsville, 136; 
Norton, 155; Burling-
ton, 158; Scott City, 
160; Nemaha Val-
ley, 169; Southeast 
of Saline, 171; Belle 
Plaine, 174;  Sabetha, 
215; Silver Lake, 239; 
Osage City, 254. 

Also this season, the 
Norton girls and boys 
were Mid-Continent 
League champions 
for the fourth year in 
a row and they were 
both winners of the 
Norton Invitational 
for the third year in a 
row.

GIRLS
Norton sophomore 

Katelyn Engelbert 
was fastest runner for 
the Lady Jays, plac-
ing ninth individually 
with a time of 16:37. 
She was followed by 
freshman Sierra Grif-
fith who finished 15th 

with a personal record time of 
16:57. Third best for Norton 
was junior Julia Kent with a 
19th and time of 17:10. 

Sophomore Darcy Bainter 
was 28th in 17:29 and sopho-
more Marisa Maddy rounded 
out the Norton five girl team 
with a 34th place and time of 
17:38.

Also running for Norton and 
their place and time were junior 
Kamilla Jones, 61st, 18:34 and 
freshman Jesika Smith, 65th, 
18:41.

“Our girls ran a fantastic 
race!” said coach Rossi. 

“We knew coming in that 
Douglass was a very good team 
and they most definitely proved 
that. We also knew that it would 
be a very tight race for the next 
three team spots and our girls 
did exactly what they needed to 
do to secure the runner-up tro-
phy.

“Katelyn and Julia became 
two time All-State runners. Both 
girls ran about 30 seconds faster 
than they did at the Rim Rock 
Invitational in September. 

“Sierra ran the race of her 
life, setting a personal record 
and also earning All-State hon-
ors. Sierra’s time was two min-
utes faster than her time earlier 
this year at the very challenging 
Rim Rock course.

“Darcy and Marisa both fin-
ished in the top 35. Kamilla and 
Jesika also ran great races.

“As a team, we scored ten less 
points than last year but Doug-
lass set a 3A record score. Our 
1-5 split was right at one min-
ute, which was the best split of 
the year.

“This team just goes out and 
competes with so much heart. 
More importantly, they are great 
young ladies. 

“Today, we had a great group 
of parents and fans spread all 
over the course encouraging our 
girls and that was a great help. 

“Our fans are the best in the 
state!”

The top ten runners were: Em-
ily Sechrist, Hillsboro, 16:03.8, 
first; Sarah  Wright, Douglass, 
16:15.5, runner-up; Heather 
Ruder, TMP-Marian, Hays, 
16:15.9, third; Anna Trahan, 
Minneapolis, 16:16.1, fourth; 
MacKenzie McBeth, Douglass, 
16:28.4, fifth; Savannah Wright, 
Douglass, 16:33.3, sixth;  Leah 
Murata, Horton, 16:36.6, sev-
enth; Aundrea Koger, Osage 
City, 16:36.9, eighth; Kate-
lyn Engelbert, Norton, 16:37, 
ninth; Suzie Wright, Douglass, 
16:41.2, tenth.

BOYS
Norton sophomore Alec Hag-

er placed highest for the boys 
with a 27th finish and time of 
18:26. Fellow sophomore Marc 
Miller came in next in 18:38 for 
34th. Senior Bryan Henry was 
third best of the Blue Jays with 
a 37th place in 18:42. 

Rounding out the top five team 
members for Norton were junior 
John Renner, 62nd in 19:26 and 
freshman Dalton Vanover, 68th 
in 19:37. 

Also running for the Norton 
boys and their place and times 
were: senior Zach Hartwell, 
77th in 19:57 and junior Ryan 
Bainter, 95th, 21:05.

“Our boys gave a very good 
effort today,” said coach Rossi. 

“Fourth place at the state meet 
is very good, but it was bitter-
sweet. Alec paced the team with 
a great effort and a top 30 finish, 
followed closely by Marc and 
Bryan. Dalton, John and Ryan 
also ran much better times than 
they did earlier this year at Rim 
Rock. Like the girls, our 1-5 
split was right at one minute, 
which is very good.

“Senior Zach developed a se-
vere cramp about a mile into the 
race and showed a lot of guts 
finishing the race. I feel for Zach 
a great deal because he has had 
a great career, being our number 
one runner for three years and to 
have this happen in his last race 
is just a terrible thing. 

“Along with Zach, our team 
loses another top runner, Bryan. 
Both Bryan and Zach were All-
State runners last year and have 
been consistently our number 
one and two runners the last 
three years and will be greatly 
missed next year. If the remain-
ing young men work hard, we 
can be contenders again next 
year. I am very proud to have 
coached this team this year. 
They were a great group to 
work with.”

The top ten runners were: 
Cory Donley, Sacred Heart, 
17:05.8, first;  Cordell Goering, 
Hutchinson Trinity, 17:10.7, 
runner-up; Jordan Hett, Marion, 
17:13.2, third; Tyler Jantz, Belle 
Plaine, 17:14.2, fourth; Alex 
Conn, Beloit, 17:24.9, fifth; 
Jacob Campbell, Wichita Inde-
pendent, 17:32.8, sixth; Edgar 
Gutierrez, Hutchinson Trinity, 
17:33.7, seventh; Joey Meyer, 
Scott City, 17:39.6, eighth;  Jo-
nah Aspegren, Wichita Inde-
pendent, 17:40.4, ninth; Todd 
McIntyre, Belle Plaine, 17:48.5, 
tenth. 

Coach’s final comments
“Thank you to the staff and 

students of NCHS and NJHS 
for the state sendoff,” said coach 
Rossi. “Thank you also to the 
booster club, cheerleaders and 
parents for the goodies. Thanks 
to Mr. Mann, Mr Perez and Mr 
Wallingford for their outstand-
ing support of the cross country 
program. 

“Thanks also to the parents, 
students, fans and alumni who 
attended the race Saturday. You 
were the best, loudest and most 
active fans on the course. Your  
support means everything to our 
team. 

“For those who have never 
been to a cross country race, 
you need to go. It is unlike any 

other sport.
“The team also thanks Dick 

Boyd and the Telegram for the 
great coverage all year. Our 
thanks to Deena Wente and 
KQNK  for the weekly radio 
broadcast. Norton is blessed to 
have such great news coverage 

of all the school activities. 
“Thanks to Nicole Satran for 

being a great assistant coach.
“Above all, thanks to the 

team for making this another 
outstanding year for Blue Jay 
Cross Country!”
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Norton X-C teams perform well in state meet

Deer-car collisions peak in November
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1. Spring formal
5. Where __ (trendy

place)
10. "Immediately!" in

the OR
14. Traditional

teachings
15. Lunar valley
16. One who's next in

line
17. Black cat, to

some
18. Burger topper
19. Air France airport
20. Throwing a group

of troops?
23. Item up one's

sleeve
24. "Agnus __"
25. Stubborn sort
28. Scud downer,

brie�y
31. Shangri-la
34. Winter vehicle
36. Pastoral

expanses
38. Like some

vaccines and
exams

40. Lemons' locale
41. Throwing a movie

VIP?
44. Paid to play
45. Slaw or fries
46. End in __ (require

overtime)
47. Inspiration for the

Frisbee
49. Diana or Betsy
51. "__ longa, vita

brevis"
52. Pricing word
53. Feedbag morsel
55. 007 creator

Fleming
57. Throwing a

cheese?
64. Weevil's meal
66. Marsh wader
67. Omani money
68. Love-letter letters

69. Mount the
soapbox

70. One of Salome's
seven

71. Mo�o or Magnani
72. Granada

gentleman
73. European erupter

3145
1. Alka-Seltzer-

landing-in-water
sound

2. "Arrivederci, __"
3. Metal-bearing

minerals
4. Bright bunch
5. Applied, as a

patch
6. Triangle tone
7. Unlikely, as

chances
8. For everyone to

hear
9. Present and past

10. Buck or brogan
11. Pottery clay
12. Feel out of sorts
13. Take a shot at
21. Lipinski's milieu
22. Slight coloration
26. __-faire
27. Metric units of

volume
28. Dogpatch's

creator
29. Frosh's topper,

once
30. Guide to

achieving a major
objective

32. Joule fractions
33. Rock bottom
35. Shamu or Willy
37. Dele undoer
39. Italian beach

resort
42. Dumb cluck

43. Nixon or Agnew,
in the '70s

48. Snacks with salsa
50. Got a load of
54. "It's done!"
56. Chicken's lack
58. Chase of stage

and screen
59. Tabriz's country
60. "Just say __

drugs"
61. Get lighter
62. Get heavier
63. Cinders of old

strips
64. "Be prepared"

org.
65. Part of BYOB
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Sudoku Puzzle #2341-M

Medium

1 2 3
4 5 6

3 2 1 7
4 2 8 7 9
9 4

3 2 9 7 1
6 3 7 5

9 4 8
5 1 6

American Legion
Harmonson Redd

Post No. 63
Second and Fourth Monday

7:30 p.m.
Darren McMullen, Commander

Curt Archibald, Adjutant

Eagles Lodge
FOE 3288

Larry Hawks, President
Secretary, Ron Miller

Second and Fourth
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

Veterans of
Foreign Wars
Reg. 7:00 p.m.

First Mon. of each Month
Curt Archibald, Commander
Joe Ballinger, Quartermaster

I.O.O.F.
No. 157

Meet at Eagles Club
First and Third Thursday
Each Month at 7:30 p.m.

Geneva Tier, Noble Grand
Randy Knoll, Secretary

The American
Legion Riders

Post 63
Meet at 5:00 p.m. at the
American Legion Building
on the Second Sunday

of Every Month
website: www.alr63.org 

With hair flying, Norton junior Julia 
Kent emerges from a covered bridge 
during the Class 3A State Cross 
Country race on Saturday at Rim 
Rock Farm north of Lawrence. Julia 
was third fastest Lady Jay runner. 

–Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Norton senior Zach Hartwell, left, and sophomore Marc 
Miller stride out to start the Class 3A State Cross Coun-
try race on Saturday at Rim Rock Farm north of Lawrence. 
Marc finished second fastest for Norton, behind sopho-
more Alec Hager. Zach, who is normally the fastest Blue 
Jay runner, developed a severe cramp about a mile into the 
race and displayed a lot of courage in finishing the race. 

–Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Deer can be spotted near our 
state’s roadways any time of 
the year. However, in the fall, 
motorists should be especially 
vigilant for deer crossing the 
highways. Deer breeding sea-
son peaks in mid-November, 
and this marks the period when 
deer-vehicle collisions are high-
est. That’s why the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation, the 
Kansas Highway Patrol  and the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism are working 
together to raise awareness and 
help drivers avoid collisions 
with deer.

According to Wildlife and 
Parks biologist Lloyd Fox, the 
increase in deer-vehicle crash-
es is strongly influenced by 
the deer mating season, called 
“rut.” During rut, deer focus on 
mating; they travel more than in 
other seasons, and pay less at-
tention to hazards such as vehi-
cles. Also during the fall, many 
deer move to new locations as 
crops are harvested and leaves 
fall from trees and shrubs, so 
they are less secure than in their 
summer habitats.

Not only are deer more ac-
tive during the fall, shorter days 
mean dusk and dawn - when 
deer are more likely to be on the 
move - occur when commuter 
traffic is highest. According to 
Department of Transportation 
spokesperson Steve Swartz, 
there were 9,109 deer-vehicle 
collisions reported to the de-
partment in 2010. Deer-vehicle 
collisions occur in every Kansas 
county. In most cases, counties 
with high human populations 
and high traffic volumes record 
the most deer-vehicle crashes. 
Sedgwick County recorded the 
most crashes with 391, followed 
by Johnson County with 346 
and Butler County with 287.

Motorists should observe the 
following tips to avoid deer col-

lisions:
· Be especially watchful at 

dawn and dusk when deer are 
particularly active;

· Watch for more than one 
deer. They seldom travel alone, 
so if one crosses the road, others 
may follow;

· Reduce speed and be alert 
near wooded areas or green 
spaces such as parks or golf 
courses and near water sources 
such as streams or ponds;

· Don’t swerve to avoid hit-
ting a deer - the most serious 
accidents occur when motorists 
swerve and collide with another 
vehicle or run off the road and 
hit an obstacle;

· Heed deer crossing signs;
· Always wear a seat belt; and
· Use bright lights and slow 

down whenever the reflective 
eyes of deer are spotted.

According to Technical Troop-
er Josh Kellerman of the Kan-
sas Highway Patrol, if you hit a 
deer, pull onto the shoulder, turn 
on your emergency flashers, and 
watch for traffic before exiting 
your vehicle. Do not try to re-
move a deer from the roadway 
unless you are certain it is dead; 
an injured deer could hurt you. 
If you have a cellular phone and 
are on a Kansas highway, dial 
*47 (*HP) for a highway patrol 
dispatcher or *582 (*KTA) for 
assistance on the Kansas Turn-
pike, or dial 911.

Anyone involved in a vehicle-
deer crash that results in person-
al injury or property damage that 
totals $1,000 or more is required 
to immediately report the crash 
to the nearest law enforcement 
agency. Failure to report any 
traffic crash is a misdemeanor 
and may result in suspension of 
driving privileges.

If you are involved in a non-
injury crash on an interstate, 
U.S. highway, or any divided 
or multi-lane road in the state 

of Kansas, and if you are not 
transporting hazardous materi-
als, you are required by law to 
move your vehicle out of the 
lane of traffic. This law is in-
tended to help keep drivers and 
passengers safe by getting them 
out of the lane of traffic, and 
away from oncoming vehicles. 
Make sure you and your passen-
gers are buckled up and are us-
ing the appropriate child safety 
seats, which are the best ways to 
prevent injuries or death should 
you be involved in a crash.


