
Lady Thunder on the road for double-headers

Legion team splits 
with Phillipsburg
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By  Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The Norton Thunder 16 and 

Under Girls Softball Team was 
busy playing double-headers 
out of town on Monday and 
Tuesday of last week. 

On Monday, they traveled to 
Smith Center where they lost 
their opener 10-9 and came back 
to win the nightcap 14-6.

On Tuesday, they went the 
other way, playing at Oberlin. 
They again lost their opener, this 
time by just 7-6, then defeated 
the Lady Red Devils 34-2 in the 
nightcap. 

Smith Center
In the opener against Smith 

Center, the Thunder scored once 
in the top of the first inning when 
Skylar Davis singled and scored 
later. Smith Center scored four 
runs in the bottom of the inning 
and added one more in the sec-
ond to lead 5-1.

The Lady Thunder tied the 
score at 5-all with four more tal-
lies in the top of the third inning 
on six walks. Jena Risewick, 
Shelby Mulford, Kendra Cad-
walader, Bri Karnopp, Rick-
ele Green and Skylar Davis all 
drew a base on balls and all but 
Green and Davis scored. 

Smith Center responded with 
four more runs in the bottom of 
the third to make it 9-5.

Both teams were scoreless in 
the fourth inning. In the top of 
the fifth, Norton took advantage 
of seven more walks to score 
four more runs and tie the score 
at 9-all. Karnopp, Green, Davis, 
Ashley Hildebrand, Kim Brad-
shaw, Sabre Plante and Rise-
wick all walked and the first 
four scored. 

The Lady Red broke the tie 
in the bottom of the inning with 
three straight singles to win 10-

9. 
Norton had just two hits but 

15 bases on balls and two strike 
outs. Davis and Burge got the 
Lady Thunder’s hits. 

Losing pitcher was Bradshaw. 
She gave up 11 hits, walked just 
three and struck out four bat-
ters. 

In the nightcap, Norton got 
started with five runs on seven 
walks and one hit in the top 
of the first. Karnopp walked, 
Green singled, Davis, Hildeb-
rand, Bradshaw, Burge, Plante 
and Cadwalader all walked. All 
but the last three scored. 

Smith Center made it close, 
scoring four runs in the bottom 
of the inning. 

But Norton was on a roll and 
scored seven more runs in the 
top of the second to lead 12-4. 
Karnopp walked, Green and 
Davis both singled. Hildeb-
rand, Burge, Plante and Rise-
wick walked, Mulford singled, 
Karnopp walked for the second 
time in the inning and Green 
walked. Karnopp, Green, Da-
vis, Hildebrand, Burge, Plante 
and Risewick all crossed home 
plate.

Smith Center managed two 
more runs in the bottom of the 
second to make the score 12-6. 

Norton also tacked on two 
more runs in the top of the third 
when Bradshaw tripled and 
Burge, Plante and Risewick 
all walked and Bradshaw and 
Burge tallied. 

Smith Center was three up, 
three down in the bottom of the 
inning to end the game with a 
14-6 score. Only three innings 
were played due to a time limit.  

Norton had five hits, 18 walks 
and two strike outs. Green was 
2 for 2 with the bat.

Winning pitcher was Kristen 

Burge. She allowed four hits, 
walked five and struck out three 
batters. 

Oberlin
  At Oberlin, Norton started 

with one run in the top of the 
first stanza. Karnopp led off 
with a double and scored later 
in the inning.

Oberlin scored four runs in 
the bottom of the inning to take 
a 4-1 lead. 

The Lady Thunder tied the 
score at 4-all with three runs 
in the top of the second. Tara 
Brachtenbach singled, Plante, 
Risewick and Cadwalader all 
walked, Karnopp singled and 
Green walked. Brachtenbach, 
Plante and Risewick all scored.

One more Norton run in the 
top of the third made it 5-4. 
Burge walked and scored later 
in the inning. Oberlin added one 
run in the bottom of the third to 
tie the score again, this time at 

5-all.
Norton did not score in the top 

of the fourth and the Lady Red 
Devils added two more runs in 
the bottom of the inning to edge 
ahead 7-5. 

The Lady Thunder had four 
walks in the top of the fifth but 
no hits and just one run. Green, 
Davis, Burge and Brachtenbach 
all drew a base on balls but 
Green was the only one to score 
and Norton came up one run 
short at 7-6.

The Lady Thunder had three 
hits, 11 walks and eight strike 
outs. Karnopp was 2 for 3 at the 
plate. 

Rikele Green pitched two-
thirds of the first inning and 
was relieved by Kim Bradshaw. 
Oberlin got seven hits, had five 
walks and five strike outs. 

The nightcap was a lot more 
fun for the Lady Thunder as they 
took advantage of 29 walks by 

Oberlin pitchers to win 34-2.
Norton scored 14 runs in the 

top of the first, three more in 
the second and 16 more in the 
third. 

The Lady Thunder had four 
hits and four strike outs. Shel-
by Mulford was 2 for 2 at the 
plate. 

Kristen Burge was the win-
ning pitcher. She allowed one 
hit, walked two and struck out 
three batters. 

Coach’s comments
“We were short-handed this 

week,” said head coach Bran-
don Gay. “We were missing 
three infielders and a pitcher 
and had a couple of players try-
ing to play with injuries. But, 
that really isn’t an excuse. We 
feel like we should have won all 
four games.

“Both nights, we just didn’t 
play well in the first game and 
we lost two close games. It’s 

frustrating but we are commit-
ted to using those two losses as 
motivation for next week and 
the rest of the season.

“Hopefully, our two games at 
Oberlin will be a turning point 
for us. We didn’t play well the 
first game but turned it around 
in the second games. We would 
like to have a better record than 
3-3 but we will be back to full 
strength next week so we’re op-
timistic.”

Next action
It won’t be long before the 

Lady Thunder gets to play 
Oberlin again. In fact, tonight 
(Tuesday), they will host the 
Lady Red Devils at Blue Jay 
Field, beginning at 7 p.m. 

Then, on Thursday, June 21, 
the Lady Thunder will travel to 
Phillipsburg for a double-head-
er, also beginning at 7 p.m. 

By  Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

The Norton American Legion 
baseball team split a double-
header with Phillipsburg at John 
Ryan Field on Friday night.

The Blue Jays lost the opener 
9-3, then came back to defeat the 
Panthers 12-8 in the nightcap. 

“We pitched well in both 
games against Phillipsburg,” 
said Norton head coach Scott 
Ellis. “We just made a lot of 
physical errors.”

First game
Despite eight hits, Norton 

scored just three runs in the 
opener. In the bottom of the first, 
Trever Lewis walked, Dalton 
Miller got on base on a fielder’s 
choice, Tug Keiswetter walked 
and Lane Bigge singled. Miller 
scored. 

Phillipsburg scored once in 
the top of the second to make it 
1-1. Norton edged ahead 2-1 in 
the bottom of the second when 
Jacob Brooks, Lewis and An-
drew Ellis singled in succession 
and Brooks scored. 

The Panthers had a big top of 
the third and scored four runs on 
two hits to take a 5-2 lead. Three 
more runs on two more hits in 
the top of the fourth extended 
the Panthers’ lead to 8-2.

Norton’s final run came in the 
bottom of the fifth when Miller 
and Keiswetter both singled and 
scored.

Phillipsburg added one final 
run in the top of the sixth on two 
walks and no hits.

Norton had eight hits, three 
walks and eight strike outs. 
Leading hitter for the Blue Jays 
was Tug Keiswetter who went 3 
for 3 at the plate. 

Losing pitcher was Dalton 

Miller. He allowed just four hits, 
walked six and struck out eight 
batters. 

Winning pitcher was Seth 
Derr. 

Second game
Both teams got five hits in the 

second game but Norton took 
advantage of 16 walks compared 
to only five by the Panthers.

Phillipsburg scored once in 
the top of the first and added five 
in the top of the third to take a 
6-0 lead after three innings. 

The Blue Jays won the game 
with a big nine-run bottom 
of the fourth. Lewis and El-
lis walked, Miller was hit by 
a pitch and walked, Bigge and 
Wahlmeier both walked, Travis 
Cressler and Drew Schrum both 
singled, Zach Hartwell walked 
and Lewis, Ellis and Miller all 
walked for the second time in 
the inning. 

All scored and Lewis tallied 
twice as Norton moved ahead 
9-6. 

Phillipsburg narrowed the 
Norton lead to 9-8 with two 
more runs in the top of the fifth 
but Norton scored three more 
runs in the bottom of the fifth 
for the four run victory. Bigge 
got on base via an error, Jacob 
Brooks singled, Wahlmeier, 
Cressler, Hartwell, and Lewis 
all walked and Bigge, Brooks 
and Wahlmeier all scored.  Nor-
ton had five hits, 16 walks and 
five strike outs. 

Leading hiitter for the Blue 
Jays were Cressler, who was 2 
for 3 and Brooks who went 2 for 
4. 

Tig Keiswetter was win-
ning pitcher. He allowed five 
hits, walked five and struck out 
eight. 
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