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Insight
John Schlageck

Government 
surveillance, 
who is it for

This is not the week for something to 
go wrong. But, of course, that’s exactly 
what happened.

My BFF (that’s Best Friend Forever, 
for those of you without teenage 
grandchildren) from high school is 
coming for a quick visit and I am 
hostess for my ladies club. All during 
this week. This was to be the week to 
clean corners, wash windows and scrub 
floors.

A month ago I told Jim, “Now, I’m 
having Liberty-Star in July, so you 
know there are a few things I want 
done. OK?”

He dutifully answered, “OK.”
I began to enumerate my list of 

“Honey-dos.” Heading the list was to 
finish the soffit on the front porch and 
remove the scaffolding; baseboards in 
the kitchen would be nice; and finish 
grouting the new backsplash. Those 
were the major items. Cornice boxes 
for the two guest bedroom windows 
would just be an added bonus. 

You can imagine how thrilled I 
was to see the porch project almost 
completed. I had my cleaning schedule 
lined up for the inside. Looking good. 
I was going to be ready for Club and 
company. Then – disaster struck.

I was hanging some 
clothes in the closet when I went to move 
something on the rod behind the door. 
Squish! I had stepped in something wet 
and cold. The cats haven’t been in the 
house for months so I couldn’t blame 
them. It was water. Definitely water. 
The carpet was soaked. Searching 
further, a box of old white sheets on 
the floor was too. The deeper I dug, 
the worse it got. Soon, everything in 
the closet was either in the adjoining 
utility room or draped over a chair in 
the living room. 

Jim found the culprit. A pinhole in the 
water line going to the outside faucet 
on the north side of the house had been 
leaking for who knows how long. Had 
probably happened during winter. It 
didn’t leak until I turned on the faucet. 
With all the watering this spring and 
summer it just got worse and worse. He 
fixed it, but now what.

It’s two days before my friend, who 
has never been to my house, and before 
Club. My house is upside down. Carpet 
has been pulled from the closet, shoes 
and shoe racks litter the front room, 
clothes are everywhere. The sheets 
have been laundered and folded. The 
closet floor is dry, but the damaged 
sheetrock still has to come out. 

A thorough closet purging has been 
on my personal “to-do” list for a 
couple of years. But I had in mind a 
lengthy winter project when I couldn’t 
get outside. Not a crisis management 
event.

Well, it is what it is. And IT has to be 
cleaned up. The house will get what my 
mother called “a lick and a promise.” If 
it gets done, fine. If not, it’s still fine. 
My club friends won’t care, we’ll still 
laugh and talk and have a grand time. 
My friend, Galene, won’t care. Good 
grief! We lived together in college. 
She’s seen lots worse.

I just have to remember to take the 
advice I always give others when faced 
with a daunting task. I ask, “How do 
you eat an elephant?”

Answer, “One bite at a time.” 

Couldn’t agree more with the opinion of Laurie Cliff concerning the small 
town!  She put to words the positives of our community. Emailed in.

Thumbs Up to everyone that worked so hard to make the 4th of July 
celebration at the lake so successful. There are way too many people and 
organizations involved to name individually but you are appreciated. Emailed 
in.

Thumbs up. It was an inspiration to see the many youth ball teams shown in 
a recent supplement addition to the Norton Telegram. Much credit goes to the 
organizers. coaches, sponsors, and others who helped make these wholesome 
summer activities possible for the area youth. Emailed in.

The revelations continue about the 
government’s secret surveillance system 
and the vast expansion of federal power 
it implies, all supervised by closed-door 
congressional committees and a federal 
court that meets – and decides – in 
secret.

Of course, we’re assured that we have 
no reason to fear this system or the court 
that supervises it. The powers granted the government by the Patriot Act – a 
dangerous law with an Orwellian name – and later additions are to be used only 
against foreign enemies of the government. 

Officials from the president down promise that only foreign intelligence targets, 
some of them perhaps operating within the U.S. and some of them even “U.S. 
persons,” some under the microscope of the security net.

Not the rest of us.
Having seen how easily the Internal Revenue Service, the supposedly 

incorruptible tax collector, can be subverted for political purposes, however, can 
we believe the promises of our government?

How much of a stretch is it from fighting the enemies of our government to 
fighting the enemies of those who happen to be running the government at any 
given time?

How far does the security apparatus have to bend to use these new-found powers 
against the domestic enemies of the government? 

In fact, the Patriot Act and allied laws already are used to track domestic crimes, 
including money laundering and tax evasion. These laws affect not just terrorists, 
but everyday Americans who want to open a savings account at the local bank or 
fly on an airplane or use cash to buy something.

It is virtually illegal today to use large amounts of cash for anything. The law 
presupposed that you must be doing something shady if you’re using cash. You 
have to prove the opposite if the government asks, and they’ll keep your cash for 
you in the meantime, thank you very much.

It’s not just the security agencies that want these powers. The tax collectors 
want them. The drug cops want them. All law enforcement would like to have 
these powers.

And if they would be used only against the bad guys, why then, who cares?
History shows that would not be the case. Powers taken by the government 

tend to be used for the government’s purpose, and eventually, that becomes the 
preservation of the government. It’s but a short slide down this slippery slope to 
something very different.

Our country has always held the dark forces of government at bay. Now, in the 
name of fighting terrorists, they stand ready to take the reigns. 

The very thought of a secret court, which makes thousands of secret rulings 
every year, building a body of law no one ever sees, is frightening. The thought of 
where this could lead, more so.

The intelligence court, comprising 25 federal judges from around the country 
chosen by the chief justice, and meeting in a secure room at the federal courthouse 
in Washington, surely must be defending our rights today, despite all the snooping 
into phone and Internet records. 

But how will we know that? And how will we know next year or the year after 
what has followed, when everything is done in secret?

Are the terrorists, in the end, the real threat? Will we even know when the line 
is crossed?

It’s about time this box was opened.            – Steve Haynes

Once in a long while all the chips fall 
the right way and a Kansas farm family 
raises the best wheat crop it ever had. 
The Kent Winter family of northwestern 
Sedgwick County harvested such a 
crop in late June of this year.

“It’s just incredible when the weather 
cooperates and you manage to have a 
few things in place – but it’s rare, it’s 
not customary, it’s unusual to have 
such a crop,” says Kent Winter. “It was 
a real blessing for us.”

The Sedgwick County farmer started 
working with his father 30 years ago. 
He’s farmed on his own since his dad 
retired in the late ‘90s.

Winter recalls many a year when 
wheat harvest didn’t pan out so well. 
The year 1967 stands out as a “very 
thin” harvest because of a dry winter.

However, 2013 will be a wheat 
harvest the Winter family remembers 
for a long time. The majority of the 800 
acres produced 60 bushels-per-acre or 
a bit more. A couple of wheat fields 
pushed the low 70s.

“It was a combination of small 
incremental things that added up” 
Winter says. “Most of them were out of 
our control. We had a lot of help from 
Mother Nature and a higher power.”

The genesis of this outstanding wheat 
crop started last summer during the 
multi-year drought in southern Kansas. 

In the back of his mind, Winter kept 
remembering what the “old-timers” 
always said.

“Wheat is a dry-weather crop.”
This prompted Winter to plant more 

than half the acres he farmed to wheat. 
Some timely fall rains helped establish 
a good stand back in October of 2012.

Another factor that led to this year’s 
bumper crop was planting the wheat 
into some failed fields of dry-land corn 
and soybeans from the summer of 2012. 
Because of last summer’s drought, this 
corn and bean cropland had a good 
amount of residual fertilizer available 
for the newly sewn wheat crop.

Planting this year’s wheat crop in 
these fields just seemed right, Winter 
says. Being able to rotate this row crop 
land into wheat also seemed like the 
right thing to do.

The real game changer for this year’s 
wheat crop occurred in mid-February 
when the crop was blanketed with 20 
inches of snow.

“We’d already top dressed the crop,” 
Winter says. “The snow came out of 
nowhere. It stayed on our fields and the 
moisture went deep into the soil.”

Timely spring rains followed the 
snowstorm and a cool period ensued as 
the wheat crop filled.

Five inches of rain fell during this 
late spring period and really capped off 
a tremendous growing season, Winter 
says.

“We were fortunate to dodge the hail 
and bad weather that often accompanies 
such spring moisture events,” the 
Sedgwick County farmer says. “In the 
back of our minds, we all know it may 
be our turn to have less than favorable 
weather and a more normal growing 
period.”

Still, this year’s crop remains the 
culmination of a great harvest for the 
south-central Kansas farmer. Winter is 
thankful for his bumper crop. He also 
understands that next year someone 
else in another region of Kansas will 
have a turn at harvesting a great crop 
like his of 2013.

Let’s hope, this will be the case for 
farmers in western Kansas where some 
have suffered recent crop failures, 
especially in the southwest, where 
drought has plagued this region of the 
state for three consecutive years..


