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“In The Beginning, God”

By Preacher/Teacher Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

When your life seems
empty, chaotic and
darkness surrounds you,
to whom can you turn?
Is there anyone who can
help?

“Inthe beginning, God
created the heavens and
the earth. And the earth
was formless and void
(empty), and darkness
was over the surface of
the deep...”

But when God created
“in the beginning,” He did
so “ex nihilo,” a twenty-
five cent term meaning
“out of nothing.” God
didn’thave asupercosmic
mudpie mix with which
to begin. There was no
“primordial soup” can
to open. Romans 4:17
says it this way “...God
who gives life to the dead
and calls into being that
which does not exist.”

days, the entire creation
was formed, literally, “out
of nothing.”

God is in a different
kind of creating business,
too. God’s Word says
that the one who believes,
accepting Jesus Christinto
his or her life is a “...new
creature (created being),
the old things passed
away; behold, new things
have come. Now all these

things “ex nihilo.” You
can bring nothing to the
Lord Jesus to receive
eternal life. No church
membership records,
or baptism records, or
offering receipts will
impress the Creator God.
Such things will notearn
you one brownie point
toward salvation and
eternal life with God.
Salvation comes
ONLY because of who

What hai)pened next?
“God said, ‘Let there
be...””

God spoke and, over six

things are from God...”
God is still creating

Jesus is and what He

By the sheer power
of His Word, the triune
God brought order and
beauty out of chaos,
emptiness and darkness.
He spoke the universe
and all thatis into being,
from the tiniest atoms
and living things unseen
by the human eye to the
great creatures of the sea
to the awesome galaxies

deep in space. Wy
When we human -

beings “create”
something, we must
gather the materials we
need. We may get some
paints, a palette and
easel; or we may buy the
necessary ingredients
for an elaborate dessert;
or we may stock up
on the lumber, nails
and tools needed for a
building project.

John
10.22-42

A New ldentity
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Every day we leave impressions on those around us. How
we present ourselves reflects on our unique individuality, our
personality and convictions. Our selfishness or unselfishness in
small ways, our ability to remain calm when a storm surrounds us,
whether we mostly smile or mostly frown...these traits tell others
something about us, something about who we truly are. In 1 John
5:7 we hear, “And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the
truth.” Celebrate your identity at your house of worship each week;
let God’s truth leave an impression on you.

Weekly Scripture Reading
Matthew  Matthew  Matthew  Leviticus Deut.
18.1-14 19.13-30  22.15-40 19.1-18 6.1-25

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society
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has already done. He
gave His life to pay the
penalty for your sins.
Jesus paid a debt He
did not owe, because
you owe a debt you
cannot possibly pay.
Until you have asked
God for forgiveness in
Jesus’ Name through
true repentance and are
born again, your debt
of sin and selfishness
keeps you separated
from God. Eternal life
is a free gift, but you
must accept the gift on
the Giver’s standards.
God loves you with an
everlasting love. Bring
to Him all the “nothing”
you have and He will
give youeverything you
need! He will cleanse
you from sin and create
in you a pure heart.

1John
1.1-26

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Moffet Drug Store Security Abstract Company All Creatures Vet Clinic
“Prescription Specialists” Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Veterinary Service for
Hallmark Cards and Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Large and Small Animals
Russell Stover Candies 214 E. Washington - Norton Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622
Phone 785-877-2721 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-669-2227

Edward j one s Philip J. Iserhagen

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING | inancial Advisor
418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373

philip.isernhagen@edwardjones.com

Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl «Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Abel Tree Service
- Rov ABEL -

Fully Insured * Bucket Truck
 FREE ESTIMATES +
Stump Grinder
Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life * Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802
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WARM,FUN,PROFESSIONAL
Couple Eager to Provide Your
Child Love And Happiness
Forever. Expenses Paid. Ann
and Peter. Call 1-800-593-1730
annpeter102@gmail.com or go
to www.annandpeter.info.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED
IMMEDIATELY! Haul railroad
crews throughout Kansas 21+
Valid DL, Clean MVR, Drug
& B/G checks. Apply online at:
www.Renzenberger.com

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Operator
Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,
Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands
On Program. Local Job
Placement Assistance. National
Certifications. GI Bill Benefits
Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

“Partners In Excellence” OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825 www.butlertransport.
com

Help Wanted

Software Development Manager:
Valley Hope Association, Norton
KS. Software/web development
background, experience w/
object oriented programming.
Relocationavailable.Salary DOE.
Email Resume: Employment@

ValleyHope . ORG

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers - CDL-A. Train and
work for us! Professional,
focused CDL training available.
Choose Company Driver, Owner
Operator, Lease Operator or Lease
Trainer. (877) 369-7885 www.
Central TruckDrivingJobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or driveforprime.com

Misc.

DISHTYV Retailer. Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) Broadband
Internet starting $14.95/month
(where available.) Ask About
SAME DAY Installation! CALL
Now! 1-800-723-7142
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Experience the QSI Advantage

72x120x18

e

One 36x18 Split Sliding Door and One Solid Walk Door

$73,700

I

Price Includes DELIVERY & INSTALLATION On Your Level Site.

Travel Charges May Apply
/\ FREE ESTIMATES

AND ON-SITE CONSULTATION

800-374-6988

www.qualitystructures.com

MATERIAL KITS NOW AVAILABLE n

Sudoku Solution #3181-M
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