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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

”The God of the Hopeless

By Kirk Kasson, Pastor, Congregational Church, Almena

Ezekiel 37:1-14

A desert valley littered
with the last vestiges of
human remains: bleached,
cracking, withered bones.
Some ribs, a thighbone,
an anonymous skull.
Thousands upon thousands
are visible, or partially so,

have even brought him back
from the dead. But you don’t
heal a decaying corpse. Flies,
maggots,and the smell,...It’s
too much to stomach.

“Open the tomb.”

“But Jesus, it’s been four
days. There is going to be a
smell.”

“Lazarus, come forth!”
Easter Sunday, John 20
Friend, rabbi, savior. They
killed him twodays ago.Mary
went to the tomb, not to see
if he was there, but to finish
burying him, with herbs and
spices as tradition held.
“Woman,” he said, “why are

you crying? Who is it you
are looking for?”

As I read these three
stories, knowing their
endings,I mustask myself,
“What is the definition of
hopeless?” God does not
see things as man sees.
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causing Ezekiel to wonder

if they are the remnants of
some terrible battle or a
brutal plague. It must have
been something so savage
that any survivors felt
too overwhelmed to bury
the dead, or too horrific
for them to stay in such a
macabre setting.

“Son of Man, can these
bones live?”

“Sovereign Lord, you
alone know.”

“Prophesy to these bones
and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of
the Lord! This is what the
Sovereign Lord says to
these bones: I will make
breath enter you, and you
will come to life. I will
attach tendons to you and
make flesh come upon you
and cover you with skin; I
will put breath in you, and
you will come to life. Then
you will know that I am
the Lord.””

John 11

It’s about time. No, it’s
past time. If he’d have
shown up a week ago,
four days ago. Jesus could
have healed our brother,
Lazarus.He probably could

A GOD FRAME OF MIND

Serene and assured, the elevated feeling of living in God’s love,
.this is a God frame of mind. With a God
frame of mind we may not experience stress as often because we are
lesslikelytoworryandjudgeand morelikely tolove. Werequireless of
the people around us, and more of God. To gain a God frame of mind
begin by coming to know the Creator. Meet others who live in God’s
love, read His Word, and come to Him in prayer and meditation.
All these things are waiting for you at your house of worship.

settled on God’s Word..
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American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m.

ADNET

APRIL 4 & 5 DRAFTHORSE &
MULE SALE

Buggies, Horse drawn
equipment,wagons,Horse/Stock
trailers,Amish handcrafted
cedar furniture Welch Livestock
Exchange Welch,Oklahoma 918-
788-3994 - 417-309-9352

For Sale

SPRING IN to Mid-America
Piano to see our wide selection
of affordable new and like-new
pianos. Grands, verticals and
digitals from $35/month. 800-
950-3774. www.piano4u.com.

Help Wanted

Anthony, Kansas is seeking
Water/Wastewater Operator.
High School Diploma/GED and
valid driver’s license required.
Applications and complete job
description: www.anthonykansas.
org. 620-842-5434. EOE. Open
until filled.

Help Wanted

Can You Dig It? Bulldozers,
Backhoes, and Excavators. 3
Week Hands On Training
Provided. Become Nationally
Certified. Lifetime Job Placement
Assistance. GI Bill Eligible!
1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

“Partners In Excellence” OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825 www.butlertransport.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Drivers- $$ STOP BUMPING

DOCKS $$ Be Home more
with CTS. Regional Runs has
you home weekly! Great pay &
benefits. Only 3 trucks left! Call
Kevin 877-325-4996 ext 211.
Central Transportation Services
WWW.Ctsco.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Free Lunch
Fri, Sat. & Sun.
Hot dogs & Soda
Noon-2p.m.

70 Days of Dynamite Deals!
Apr. 4 - 13th

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or driveforprime.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Experienced Class A OTR
DRIVERS, Clean MVR, Run
the Midwest & West Coast, No
East Coast, Scheduled Home
Time, No Touch Freight, New
Kenworth T660, Competitive Pay
& Benefits. Call 800-645-3748

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
EXPERIENCED DRIVER OR
RECENT GRAD? With Swift,
you can grow to be an award-
winning Class A CDL driver. We
help youachieve Diamond Driver
status with the best support there
is.AsaDiamond Driver, you earn
additional pay on top of all the
competitive incentives we offer.
The very best, choose Swift. e
Great Miles = Great Pay * Late-
Model Equipment Available ®
Regional Opportunities ® Great
Career Path ¢ Paid Vacation
Excellent Benefits Please Call:
(602) 714-9455

Misc. For Sale

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN
SHOW - April 5 & 6 - Tulsa,
OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6,
Sunday 8-4. WANENMACHER
PRODUCTIONS. Free
appraisals. Bring your guns!
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

Sporting Goods

GUNSHOW APRIL5-6 SAT.9-5
& SUN. 9-3 TOPEKA KANSAS
EXPOCENTRE(19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) BUY-SELL-
TRADE INFO: (563) 927-8176

LASSIFIEDS

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
7DAYS A WEEK!

RY ACRES

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
Six Miles East of Abilene, KS
1-70 @ Exit 281 - 1-785-598-2221
www.4SeasonsRV.com

Over 100 units in stock and on order - ALL ON SALE!

"Rhyme Time"

Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. * Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Sudoku Puzzle #3226-M
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Moffet Drug Store Security Abstract Company All Creatures Vet Clinic 1 2 3 4
“Prescription Specialists” Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Veterinary Service for 2 5 6 7
Hallmark Cards and Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Large and Small Animals
Russell Stover Candies 214 E. Washington - Norton Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622 8 9 5 1
Phone 785-877-2721 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-669-2227

Edward]one s Philip J. Iserhagen

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING | 1nancial Advisor

418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373
philip.isernhagen@edwardjones.com
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl «Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Abel Tree Service
- Rov ABEL -

Fully Insured * Bucket Truck
 FREE ESTIMATES +
Stump Grinder
Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732
Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
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