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News From the Past

Should lawmakers make
English the offical language?
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Hangin’ with Marge
By

Margaret
Bucholtz

Proverbs 18:14

GOD SAYSGOD SAYS

GOD SAYSGOD SAYS

GOD SAYS

The spirit of a man will sustain his
infirmity; but a wounded spirit

who can bear?

Sometimes we just want things to happen too
fast.

As the Kansas Legislature and those in other
states across the country try to come to grips with
how to integrate immigrants into society, they are
looking at making English our official language.

Bad idea, lawmakers. Laws don’t force people
to change; social pressure does.

Just give it time, and what you want will be ac-
complished.

Across this country, schools were taught in
German, French, Italian, Chinese and a hundred
other languages. City council meetings and church
services were conducted in the language that the
people could understand — Bohemian, Spanish,
Irish, Yiddish, German, you name it.

Each new wave of immigrants brought with
them their language, religion and customs. They
set up communities where they socialized mostly
with each other and were comfortable.

But their children weren’t comfortable. They
wanted to move over the hill, across the river, into
the next neighborhood. They needed to learn new
things, new ways of doing things and frequently
a new language.

So they did. They learned English, though many
kept their native tongues because they still wanted
and needed to communicate with parents, grand-
parents and friends back home.

Then their children came along. Mostly, they
heard English at home. That’s what Mom and Dad
spoke, so that’s what they spoke. They saw

Grandma and Grandpa now and then and picked
up a few words of old tongue, but without much
practice, they didn’t keep it.

Occasionally, a great upheaval would quicken
the process.

In Kansas, the Eudora City Council held its
meetings in German until the beginning of World
War I. It was probably difficult to change, but it
was politically expedient to switch to English.
Social pressure came to bear.

Today, we see these early waves of immigra-
tion through rose-colored glasses. We all want to
be Irish on St. Patrick’s Day, but 100 years ago,
you might have found it hard to get a job if you
were Irish — or Polish or Chinese.

Today’s immigrants — Mexican, Asian, Afri-
can — band together and speak Spanish or another
tongue. But their children and their children’s
children will go over the hill, across the river and
into the next neighborhood.

They will learn English and speak it to their
children and integrate into the social structure, not
because the government tells them to, but because
of social pressure. If you don’t speak English, you
don’t get the good jobs, you can’t do business with
people in other communities and the world.

But it takes time and no one, especially the Leg-
islature, wants to allow enough time for natural
social change to occur.

 What’s the rush? It’ll all work out.
                                                            — Cynthia Haynes

By
Casey

McCormick

Casey’s Comments

When my oldest grandchild was
in kindergarten his parents had
taken him out trick or treating.
What fun he had and he was so
delighted when they got to our
home to show us his large bag of
candy he had received while
knocking on all the neighbors’
doors.

The next morning he had to go
to school and wanted to take his

candy with him so he could show
his teacher and friends. Of course
his mother told him he couldn’t
take any candy to school and sent
him out the door to get on the bus.

That day the teacher noticed
that Travis wasn’t his usual happy
little self. She wondered if maybe
he wasn’t feeling well ,  but
thought he might get better as the
day went on. She noticed he didn’t

have a temperature, nor did he act
like he was sick. It was more like
something was really on his mind.

Finally late in the morning she
took him aside and asked him,
“Travis what seems to be bother-
ing you?” to which he replied, “I
am afraid my mother is at home
eating all my Halloween candy.”

What children might worry about

By Casey McCormick
Have you noticed? After weeks

and weeks of repeated winter
storms, we’re getting a break.

Temperatures are rising above
freezing, the huge piles of snow and
ice are melting and people are ven-
turing outside again.

I saw my first robin of the year
in our backyard Monday. At the

local hardware store they have
seed packets displayed. With the
thick blanket of white, that has
been on our buffalo grass, I know
I will finally be able to run an aera-
tor on our lawn and take some de-
cent plugs out.

For the first time since I relocated
to Kansas, I am imagining how the
wheat fields and pastures will look.

I see vast expanses of green just
around the corner.

Spring isn’t here yet, but with the
days getting longer and warmer
weather, it’s clear that a great grow-
ing season is on the way. Garden-
ers and farmers rejoice!

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Delores Zuege, Haigler,
Neb.; Dustin Gilliland, St. Francis;
Norman Dorsch, Bird City; Bill
Hook, St. Francis; Roger Sauer, St.
Francis; Rodney Myers, St.
Francis; Virginia Sawhill Gallo-
way, Denver, Colo.;

Ag Talk with Jeanne
Jeanne Falk, K-State Multi-

County Agronomist
With the plentiful moisture we

have been blessed with, it is a good
idea to be making plans for weed
management your dryland and irri-
gated winter wheat.

Since a great deal of the wheat
will be topdressed with nitrogen,
there is the opportunity to apply
both herbicides and fertilizer to the
wheat. These herbicides can pro-
vide both contact and residual con-
trol of weeds, such as blue and tansy
mustard, along with other winter
and spring annuals.

Control of mustard is essential in
growing high yielding wheat and
once some of this snow melts, there
will be the opportunity to make a
one pass treatment across this wheat
to “weed and feed.”

As winter melts away, it is impor-
tant to keep a close eye on your
fields for weeds and to catch them

at an early stage of growth. Smaller
weeds are much easier to control
and it is imperative to treat them
before they begin to bolt.

Competition from even small
weeds can affect the overall yield in
the field. If you wait to treat, you can
be limited on products used, total
weed control, and use of fertilizer.
In addition, it is important to get the
fertilizer into the root zone before
the wheat begins jointing. The
greatest yield response to fertilizer
occurs at this time frame.

One concern that must be ad-
dressed is your crop rotation. Cer-
tain herbicides allow you to go to a
grass crop, such as corn or milo,
much earlier than broadleaf crops,
like soybeans or sunflowers.

It is important to consult the her-
bicide label or the 2007 K-State

Chemical Weed Control Guide for
rotation restrictions. Your local
chemical and fertilizer dealer can
also develop a chemical program
that will allow you to address your
fertilizer and weed control needs
now and allow you to rotate to your
preferred crop in the next growing
season.

This is one time to think ahead of
the curve with wheat and be ready
when the snow starts to melt to get
protection early to give your wheat
what it needs to produce bushels.

Weed and Feed

The fact that weather can be un-
predictable and sometimes harsh is
no surprise to anyone who has lived
in Kansas very long. But, the impli-
cations of that can lead to important
health problems in cattle herds, in-
cluding scours in newborn calves.

So, amid all the problems caused
by recent winter storms and their
muddy aftermath, veterinarian
Larry Hollis is encouraging plains
producers not to forget vaccinating
cows and heifers for scours.

“First and foremost it’s important

to read the label on vaccines,” Dr.
Hollis said.

Generally, heifers should be
given a first vaccination about
seven weeks prior to calving with a
follow-up injection four weeks
prior to calving, he said. If a pro-
ducer is also concerned about
scours in calves born from cows, the
cows should typically be vacci-
nated about 30 days ahead of calv-
ing.

“It’s also important to make sure
cows have adequate Vitamin A as

they come into calving season, es-
pecially considering how dry it was
coming into winter,” Dr. Hollis
said. “If a cow needs a Vitamin A
injection, as well as a scours vacci-
nation, they need to be about a week
apart to avoid an “antagonistic re-
action,” which could lead to abor-
tion.

“Nobody likes to work cows
twice like that — especially in the
kind of weather we’ve had recently,
but that can help avoid any prob-
lems later on.”

Extension Notes
Vaccinate soon to control scours later

5 years ago - 2002
“Flags of the Free” was the

theme for the Bird City Kansas
Day celebration in honor of 141
years of statehood.

Brent Rueb is the new owner
of Tri-State Lumber and Tubing.
The lumberyard has been in
business for over 60 years.

Dara Loyd, a St. Francis sixth
grader, received second place in
the state PTA Citizenship Essay
contest.

Lucille Rossbach, English
teacher at Idalia High School, was
the recipient of the 2001 Elizabeth
Bailey Teaching Award.

Students in the junior high music
department brought home 16 I Rat-
ings from the league festival. The
musicians had 15 II ratings and no
III ratings.

Wrestlers qualify at Regionals
for the State Tournament include
Kevin Brown, Dallas Walz, David
Rose, Ryan Zweygardt, Jeremiah

Wiley, Ben Swihart and Ty
Long.

First National Bank on Main
Street has been tearing down and
getting ready for some remodel-
ing and parking. When the build-
ing, which had once been Mod-
ern Beauty Shop came down, it
revealed a sign saying “Commu-
nity Parking Lot in the Rear.”
There is discussion about what
might have been in the building
at the time the sign was painted.


