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By Karen Krien
Two St. Francis high school se-

niors,  Jordan Gienger and
Brennan Wilger, traveled to Vir-
ginia Beach the end of March
where they wrestled in the Na-
tional Wrestling tournament.
There they met with wrestlers
from all over the country, all vy-
ing for the title of national cham-
pion.

While both of the wrestlers
competed well, they didn’t get
into the top eight in their division.

Brennan wrestled 285 pounds.
His first match was a low-scoring
match but his opponent from
Idaho ended up on the top end of
the 0-2 score. The second match
with a wrestler from Virginia
ended up turning Brennan, pin-
ning him in the third quarter with
only 30 seconds left.

Brennan’s dad, Bill ,  said
Brennan hadn’t made up his mind
if he was going to wrestle in col-
lege but he sure had a good time
at Nationals.

At 152 pounds, Jordan wrestled
four matches. He lost the first
match 5 to 4 against a kid from
Minnesota. He won the next two
matches, 4 to 3 against a kid from
North Carolina and 8 to 5 against

a kid from New
Jersey.

He lost the
last match,
3-0 with a
kid from
New York.
In the match,
the score was
0-0 in the third
period. The New
York wrestler managed an escape.
Jordan made an attempt to earn
two points with a take down which
ended with his opponent turning
it into a takedown for himself.

Jordan said it was exciting to be
able to go to Nationals. His dad,
Kelly, said that when the last
match ended, Jordan came out
saying he wasn’t done yet! The
senior wrestler is headed to Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Kearney to
continue his career.

Basketball, wrestling stars plus coach named
Following the winter sports sea-

son, the McCook Daily Gazette
honored a number of area wres-
tling and basketball players by
naming them to the Gazetteland
Al l -  Area  teams .  They  a l so
chose a Basketball Coach of the
Year and a Wrestling Coach of
the Year.

Topping the Gazette list were
two Kansas  Sta te  champion
wrestlers, Jordan Gienger of St.
Francis and Matt Migchelbrink
of Rawlins County, who were
named Gazetteland All-Area
Wrestlers of the Year. The un-
defea ted  Wauneta /Pa l i sade

(Neb.) boys basketball team,
who won the Nebraska Class D-
1 State Championship,  were
also listed at the top

Gienger won the 125-pounds
championship at  the Kansas
Class 3-2-1A tournament. He
had a 35-1 record this year and
participated in the Kansas Se-
nior Classic in Topeka where he
pinned Bryant Petty of Manhat-
tan. He also went on to partici-
pate in the National tournament
held in Virigina Beach the last
weekend in March.

The  Gazet te  p rof i l e  on
Gienger states that his father

and both grandfathers were state
champions and he is one of nine
family members who have won
state championships. St. Francis
wrestling coach Mike Frewen
said in a Salina Journal article
that Gienger is an exceptional
athlete who excels in all sports;
that his technique in wrestling is
outstanding and that he is a hard
worker in the practice room.

Coach Frewen of St. Francis
was named the All-Area Wres-
tling Coach of the Year for lead-
ing the Indians to a ninth-place
team finish at the 3-2-1A state
tournament.  St .  Francis col-

lected 64 points.
Migchelbrink and Gienger led

the All- Area Wrestling First
Team but three additional Indi-
ans were also named to the First
Team.  They  a re  Brennon
Wigler,  who place second at
State at 285 pounds, Russell
Rogers ,  who p laced f i f th  a t
State  at 171 pounds and Gavin
Smull, who placed sixth at State
at 130 pounds.

Basketball
Joel McAtee of St. Francis

was named to the Gazetteland
All-Area boys basketball first
team .

Levi Weeden was named to
the second team. AJ McAtee
and Ted Crabtree received hon-
orable mention.

Alecia Zimbelman received
honorable mention on the All-
Area girls basketball team.

Cheylin honors
Several Cheylin basketball

p layers  were  named to  the

St. Francis seniors
wrestle in Nationals
at Virginia Beach

Gienger Wilger

Joel McAtee and AJ McAtee participated in The 14th Annual Northwest Kansas All-Star Basketball Classic on Sunday,
April 1, 2007 at Colby Community College.                                                                                                                                              Photos courtesy o f Monica Kane
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Gazetteland All-Area teams.
Lincoln Pochop was named to the

All-Area boys basketball first team.
Aubrey Kehlbeck was named to

the All-Area girls basketball first
team.

Tia Sager, Colleen Shrader, Jes-
sica Marshall and Alexis Weishapl
were received honorable mention
for the Lady Cougars.


