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teacher and youth leader. She was an
integral part of the women’s groups
at the local and district levels.

The family routinely satin the third
or fourth pew from the rear and to the
left-hand side of the sanctuary.

“Mom was never quick to anger,”
Johnsaid. “ButIdoremember, while
squirming in the pew one Sunday,
there was a thump on the leg.

“I'rolled my eyes and I said, ‘One
more thump and you’re going
home.””

As a youth, John enjoyed sports,
scouting, playing the trombone and
participatingin pianorecitals. Healso
sang in several vocal groups. As a
member of the boys trio, he said he
never forgotbeing marched outonthe
stage three different times to sing.
Each time, the boys ended in convul-
sions of laughter.

“The trio was finally deleted from
the program,” he said.

John wasbusy inthose days, work-
ing at different jobs. He pumped ra-
tioned gas at Carmichael’s Skelly sta-
tion on the hill; “jerked” sodas and
malts at Thompson’s Drug Store, and
later, as an employee of Cooper’s
Rexall Drug.

AtCooper’s,hesaid,Imade John’s
guaranteed fresh peach ice cream
with peaches “fresh” from a can.

At times, he accompanied his dad
intraveling through the District. Dur-
ing the war years, the speed limit was
35 miles per hour. John was allowed
to drive part of the time but his dad
would occasionally look atthe speed-
ometer, telling him that he must be
getting close to40 miles per hour and
to “slow down — the limitis 35.”

John didn’t grow up wanting to be
alawyer — he wanted to be adoctor,
following in the footsteps of Dr.
J.H.A.Peck. Infact, Dr. Peck lethim
siton the stairs of the hospital (the old
hospital which was located on the
corner of Spencer and Scott streets)
to observe him during surgery.

Hiscareerchoice changed whenhe
wasdraftedintothe Armyin 1951. He
attended the United States Army
Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC)
school in Baltimore and was assigned
as an investigative agent.

“This was the turning point of my
life,” he said. “I chose to follow my
father into the practice of law.”

Hereceived his undergraduate de-
gree in 1954, and a Juris Doctor in
1957 from the University of Kansas,
then returned to St. Francis to begin
his law practice. Two years later, he
was elected Cheyenne County Attor-
ney and serve in that position for 12
years.

Memorable

Memorable eventsin his careerin-
clude the estates of Wilhelmina
Neitzel and Garnette and Ethylene
Greene.

“Itwasmy privilege tobe the scriv-
ener of their wills,” he said.

As the executor, Mrs. Neitzel be-
queathed herestate, one-thirdeach, to
the Peace Lutheran Church and the
Cheyenne County Hospital. It was

with the funds to the hospital that the
Cheyenne County Clinic was built.

She also gave one-sixth of her es-
tate to the ABC Preschool.

The remaining one-sixth was
gifted to the St. Francis Public Li-
brary. This became the seed money
for the construction of the present li-
brary building.

Mr. and Mrs. Greene left their es-
tateina‘“‘trust” and established afund
for scholarships. In 2007, 18 Chey-
enne County seniors received schol-
arships in the amount of $25,500.

Gut-wrenching

“The most gut-wrenching experi-
ence as a county attorney was the
prosecution of Tolly Bolyard for the
double murders of father and son,
Fritz and Larry Kehlbeck, respec-
tively, from the Bird City commu-
nity,” Mr. Kite said.

“Kansas Bureau of Investigation
agents, Alvin Dewey and Clarence
Duntz, were assigned to assist the
sheriff and Mr. Kite in the murder
investigation by gathering evi-
dence, securing the crime scene and
interviewing witnesses,” he said

These two agents were also in-
volved in solving the homicides of
the Herburt Clutter family in
Holcomb. That case was the inspi-
ration for Truman Capote’s book,
“In Cold Blood.”

Later, the two agents helped
Sheriff Edward Schultz and Mr.
Kite in solving the Stuart Jewelry
burglary which was committed by
Rufus Suggs, Plez Dilly and others.

Changes

Mr. Kite said the most notable
changes in the practice of law have
been from manual typewriters and
full keyboard adding machines to
the present day use of electronic in-
struments.

“No carbon paper today!” he
said.

Appointments

Mr. Kite has been admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme
Court; U.S. Court of Appeals,
Tenth Circuit; U.S. District Court,
District of Kansas, and all state
courts in Kansas. He is also amem-
ber of the Northwest Kansas, Kan-
sas and American Bar associations.

His civic and state leadership is
significant as he has served on
boards of the Citizens State Bank,
Cheyenne County Hospital, United
Methodist Church, St. Francis Li-
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ments and characteristics which in-
sure for him a full measure of honor
and success in his chosen profes-
sion.” The article went on to say that
Mr. Kite had a general law practice,
real estate and insurance business
and gave prompt attention to collec-
tions.

As the District Judge of the 17th
Judicial District, he served the
counties of Cheyenne, Rawlins,
Decatur, Norton, Phillips and
Smith. He was often gone weeks at
atime, especially when he traveled
to Smith County.

In the early 1920s, Mr. Kite’s
eyes felluponayoung womannamed
Ruby Caroline Henry, a college
graduate who taught school and also
worked as a bookkeeper for the St.
Francis Equity. He made advances,
but Ruby failed to notice until he
mailed her a formal invitation: “I

would be honored if you would ac-
company me to the lecture next Sat-
urday night at the high school.”

After courting Ruby, she ac-
cepted his hand and they were mar-
ried in 1922. Mrs. Kite died in Lin-
coln, Neb., in 1976.

He was an avid hunter and fish-
erman, sports which he was able to
fit in-between his practice.

Mr. Kite helped shape the law,
community and served as an inspira-
tiontoothers, including his son,John,
who pursued law and followed in his
footsteps of serving his community.

John recognized the important
parthis father played in the commu-
nity and their 100 years inlaw. Both
will be honored at the open house
on Saturday at the Kite and Day
Law office. People are welcome to
stop by from 2 and 4 p.m.
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JOHN KITE rides a cart pulled by goat.

brary, St. Francis Chamber of Com-
merce and ABC Preschool.

The Governor appointed him to
four-year terms on the Kansas Arts
Commission Advisory Council, the
Kansas Arts Commission and the
Kansas Crippled Children’s Com-
mission. He has alsobeen a Webelo
leader, scoutmaster, a member of
the Metropolitan Opera Guild, the
Masonic Lodge and Shrine. He
served 30 years as city attorney for
Bird City as well as attorney for the
St. Francis Board of Education for
many years.

Community involvement

Mr. Kite and his wife, Elaine
(Raile), worked as ateam to support
and improve the community. Mrs.
Kite, as Pride chairman, led the way
for the restoration and preservation
of Sawhill Park, including the band
shell. The city earned a first place
award in the state program. The
park was rededicated in 1978 with
Governor Robert Bennett present.

The Kites were also responsible
for Fourth of July fireworks dis-
plays for a number of years.

“Because of her passion for
teaching and love of children,
Elaine has taught Sunday school for
27 years at the United Methodist
Church,” Mr. Kite said. “She clev-
erly involved me as a teacher, also,
with her puppet projects, and as co-
editor of ‘The Jesus Post,” a news-
paper published by the students.”

City beautification projects in-
clude:

e Razing Judge Kite’s office and
Angel’s Cafe which was followed
by the erection of the Kite and Day
office

* Razing of Dr. Peck’s hospital
which became alot for the Kite’s to
raise ahuge garden with much of the
produce being given away on Sun-
days. Later, Ervin and Edith Rogers
built on the lot.

e Clearing off the gingerbread
house where the Kite children were
born, now the home of Kenneth and
Janette Roberson.

¢ Clearing off the Edith Gawith
house, now the home of Sparky and
Eilene Nolan.

e Later, remodeling the Victorian
building occupied by the Cheyenne
County Development Corporation.

Partner

Michael J. Day joined the Kite
law practice in 1974. Subsequently,
they formed the partnership of Kite
& Day, L.L.P., a legal partnership
for 33 years.

Family

Son, Greg, continues to practice
law in Wichita, a total of 25 years
todate. Daughter, Mindy, a para-le-
gal for 10 years, is married to
Hadley Bradbury. They reside in
Overland Park where Mindy enjoys
being a stay-at-home mom with
sons Collin and Chase.
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around $360 for radio. Several of the
member felt they needed to possi-
bly advertise on McCook, Wray
and Burlington stations also. Mr.
Bursch will check into and not go
over what was spentlast year. Lacy
Reed said that Western Distributing
and Wholesale Beverage would
print up the flyers also.
Cement slab

Nick Ketzner was unable to at-
tend the meeting. Mr. Ketzner
asked Mr. Bursch to get approval
from the board to go ahead and pour
the cement for the ambulance/
handicap slab south of the grand-
stands and also the area by the show
ring with the profits of the fairbook
sales.

Mr. Ketzner is pouring cement at
his farm and thought this would be a
good time to pour the cement needed
at the fairgrounds. The board gave
approval.

Arenarental

Shawna Blanka, St. Francis, again
asked Mr. Bursch to reconsider al-
lowing the barrel racing association
to use the arena as a non-profit orga-
nization.

Mrs. Blanka said that all fees col-
lected are putback into prizes won. It
was bought up that Mrs. Blanka had
saved the fair board around $800 last
year, so the majority of the members
agreed to let them use it but that the
depositwouldstill be needed to cover
any damages.

It was brought up, where they
would draw the line? There are oth-
ers who do things for the community
who will feel that they shouldn’thave
to pay either. They decided to go on
case-by-case.

Teen dance

Mr. Douthit said he had been ask
by the group doing the Movies in the
Park about maybe holding a teen
dance at the fair. Years ago teen
dances were held on the cement slab
inthe parking area. The members said
they would have no problem with
having a dance. The rules still apply
asfarasliabilities. The members need
to check and see if there is still elec-
tricity there. Mr. Douthit said that the
group had a really good turn out for
the firstmovie in the park without ad-
vertising. (It should be noted that the
movie was advertised.)

Fair book

Ms. Lehman has finished reading
the fair book and all changes have
been made. The book is ready to be
printed.

Vendors

Ms. Lehman said there hasnotbeen
much interest in vendors so she was
planning to send out a letter to Gloria
Bracelin, Chamber secretary, tohave
her send it to all the businesses to in-
vite themall tosetupbooths atthe fair.

Raffle

Theboard had talked abouthaving
araffle for the fair. A grill had been
donated. Members thought they
mightbeabletogeta ATV also.Ryan
McAtee said that he thought Aurora
Honda was interested when he had
talked to the owner but he has not
heard back from him.

In other business

In other business:

*The penbehind the crows nesthas
been torn down and the panels are so
heavy that the board would have no
use for them. Mr. Bursch asked if the
members wanted to advertise for bids
or what to do with them.

Mr. Douthitagain feltthere wasno
reason to advertise and thought they
should just consign them to Western
Auction’s next consignment sale —
the board agreed.

* Mr. Douthit will check with Bill
Ehrmanto seeifthe Amusement Au-
thority wanted the pile of junk beside
the train tracks in the carnival. If they
don’t want it, it will be hauled away.

* Ms. Lehman said The Knight of
Columbus are not sure if they will be
doing the barbecue ornot. They won’t
know until their meeting on July 18.

* The members signed a thank you
card for Jim Miller for rewiring the
fair building. Mr. Miller will be wir-
ing the east side of the hog barn at a
later time.

Mr. Bursch said he appreciated the
work that Dave Flemming and the
county crew did at the fairgrounds.
Allthe posthavebeen pulled, mowed
and the early weed spraying was ap-

preciated. Jared Douthit also men-
tioned that Clay Zimbelman bor-
rowed the Douthit’s tractor and
mower to mow around the arena.

*Francis O’Leary,4-H shooting in-
structor, asked toputapininthe door
to the food court at the fairgrounds.
The door doesn’t open properly and
it is getting bent. He also asked if it
wouldbe possible toinstall a gun stor-
age cabinetattached to the wall in the
food court building. The cabinetis a
14-gauge steel and welded. The board
approved both.

e Former fairboard member, Tobe
Zweygardt was present to thank the
board for keeping the fair going and
all they have done.

Next meeting

The July meeting will fall on the
Sth. Members voted to move the
meeting to the next Thursday which
willbe July 12 at 8 p.m.
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geted, $5,000, but in checking with

other counties, she had found that the
corporation was greatly underfunded.

She and Mr. Butler went over sev-
eral items of interest in which the or-
ganization would like to accomplish
ifthe funds were there. She noted that
one project they had done was to ad-
vertise inabusiness expansion maga-
zine that features Kansas. The maga-
zine goes to over 20,000 executives
looking for places for businesses to
relocate. If a business would inquire
to relocating to the county, Mrs.
Zweygardt explained that the only
thing they would have to offer of the
county was an outdated video tape.
To produce a new DVD would cost
between $10,000 and $15,000. She
noted that the hospital had offered
$4,000 to $5,000 toward updating to
aDVD.

She also explained that the corpo-
ration would like to have Mr. Butler
receive additional training; complete
aKansas Business Retention and Ex-
pansion Survey (KBREES); update
the website and do more advertising
on Colorado front range.

The council will take into consid-
eration the requestat the budget plan-
ning next meeting.

Superintendent report

Superintendent J.R.
Landenberger was not present at the
meeting, so acting president Roger
Jensen gave his report. He ex-
plained that the wind storm which
hit St. Francis on May 29 leaving
the town without lights was due to
the city’s DC batteries failing.

The next day, 20 deep cycle 20-
volt batteries were put in place un-
til the regular type could be pur-
chased. A bid of $10,077 from CD
Technologies to replace the batter-
ies would be similar to what the city
had, which had lasted 23 years. It
will take approximately two
months to receive the batteries and
in the meantime Superintendent
Landenberger felt the batteries
bought would be adequate.

The other bid was from Whole
Sale Batteries for $12,383.

Police report

e Chief Troy Gardner told the
council that he, along with three
others, had attended a Community

BusiNnEss CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.

ResponsetoDiseaseclassin Atwood.
Those attending were Gary Rogers,
emergency preparedness director;
Susan Roelfs, Cheyenne County
health nurse and Kevin Berens,
Cheyenne County public informa-
tion officer.

*On June 11, Chief Gardner said
the department would have a fire-
arms training course.

* He said he had been approached
by Bird City concerning cost-shar-
ing with St. Francis’ dog pound. He
noted that to operate the pound costs
the city $200 a year for a license,
plus utilities through the winter and
upkeep. The council asked that
Chief Gardner and City Clerk Mary
Lampe research the figures and to
come with a proposal of cost-share
for the next meeting.

Other business

In other business:

¢ Council woman Natalie Knodel
had estimates from Kary Zweygardt
for framing and matting the pictures
for the board room. Forregular glass
the cost would be $600 and for the
conservation glass the cost is $700.
She noted that the conservation
glass would better protect the pic-
tures. The council approved the con-
servation glass.

* The council approved to meet 6
p-m. onJune 19 for the budget plan-
ning meeting.

* The council approved to allow
Rowland Roelfs to use the band
shell on July 4 from 3to 9 p.m. fora
entertainment.

U.S. 36

Continued from Page 1A

As always, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation encourages
drivers to be aware of highway
workers and exercise caution when
traveling through this and any other
road work zone in Kansas.

The estimated cost of construc-
tion for this project is $1,012,323.

For questions concerning this
road construction project, contact
Area Two Construction Engineer
Michael Terry at (785) 626-3258.
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