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Talk to whomever, whenever, and as much as you want, and

spend less on your phone bill!

KEEP YOUR CURRENT PHONE NUMBER    | WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING PHONE

CALL TODAY AND 

TRY IT FREE
FOR ONE MONTH!
* Powered by Big River.
† Rates exclude: broadband service, activation, regulatory recovery fee, 911 fees and cost recovery. Eagle 911 service operates no differently

than traditional 911—see eaglecom.net for details. Offer expires 8/31/07.
‡ Free month offer only on Residential Unlimited Plan. Service fee waived but all other charges apply. New customers only. High-Speed

Internet not required. 

1.877.61eagle
Learn more at www.eaglecom.net

‡

COMPARE OUR
CD RATES.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY), effective
6/04/07. Certificates of Deposit (DCs) are
federally insured up to $100,000 (princi-
pal and interest accrued but not y7et paid)
per issuing institution. CDs are also feder-
ally insured up to $250,000 (principal and
interest accrued but not yet paid) in quali-
fied retirement accounts per issuing institu-
tion. Subject to availability and price
change. CD values may decline in a rising
interest rate environment, and the market
value may fluctuate if sold prior to maturity.
The amount received from the sale of a CD
at current market value may be more than,
less than or equal to the amount initially in-
vested. FDIC insurance does not cover losses
in market value in these instances. Early
withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields
quoted are net of all commissions. You pay
no additional commissions, annual fees or
periodic charges. The estate feature allows
heirs to redeem the CDs upon the death of
an owner at face value plus interest earned,
subject to limitations. CDs require the dis-
tribution of interest and do not allow inter-
est to compound. CDs offered through Ed-
ward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. $5,000 minimum investment
per issuing institution. All CDs sold by Ed-
ward Jones are registered with the Deposi-
tory Trust Corp. (DTC).

Call or stop by today.
Kris Yost
Financial Advisor
114 East 11th
P.O. Box 647
Goodland, KS 67735
Ofc. 785-899-3611
800-755-4596
kris.yost@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Bank issued, FDIC-insured to $100,000

1-year
Minimum deposit $5,000

Minimum deposit $5,000

Minimum deposit $5,000

3-year

5-year

5.25% APY*

5.25% APY*

5.40% APY*

Darris DeGood
Loan Officer

“When you’re looking for
a  lender  that  knows
agriculture, think  of Farm
Credit.    We specialize in
ag loans:

• Operating
• Real Estate
• Livestock
• Equipment

“Farm Credit is here for
you, at the office in Colby,
at our weekly offices
throughout Northwest
Kansas, or at your farm,
we work around your
schedule.

“See me at:
JAQUA ABSTRACT CO

St. Francis, KS
Mondays 10:00 to 2:00

Farm Credit
of Western Kansas

1055 S. Range - Colby
www.farmcreditkansas.com

800-657-6048
785-462-1116

Farm Credit is an Equal
Credit Opportunity and
Equal Housing Lender

New Cheyenne County
Loan Officer

McDonald woman
chosen  resident
of the month

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

Irene Kehlbeck is the June Good
Samaritan Village Resident of the
Month.

Irene was the second child of
Matthais and Sophie Goltl. She was
born on a farm 7 miles northeast of
Ludell on Feb. 6, 1912.

There had been a drought which
was broken by a blizzard. Follow-
ing the blizzard, the minister came
over bad roads to baptize her.

Irene and her sister Helen liked
walking to their grandparents’ farm
— often without permission. The
Toth farm was 3/4 of a mile but their
Goltl grandparents home was a mile
further.

Their mother would scold them
and warned them that the “boogie
man” would get them. They didn’t
take her seriously until the time she
dressed up in overalls and carried a
pitchfork, then met them coming
home. No one knows how she got
back home before they did but the
girls didn’t go again.

The girls were given the respon-
sibility of getting the cows from the
pasture. Whenever they came
across snakes, they killed them with
heavy sticks.

In the pasture, there was an old
dug well about 5-feet across with a
plank laying over it. The girls
walked across it without ever a
thought.

Helen was held out of school a
year so she could go with Irene. Be-
fore starting school, their mother
told them they needed to learn their
numbers and their ABCs as an en-
try to school. So on the first day of
school, the girls kept wondering
when the teacher would ask them to
recite. Finally, they looked at each
other, then, in unison, counted to
100 and said their ABCs. Irene later
said they were glad to get it over
with.

The girls never knew school as
supposed to start at a certain time.
They played in the pasture, arriving
at school whenever they felt like it.
Their mother sent cornbread and
warned them to eat it, but they
dumped it behind a cactus on the
way from school. One time their
mother was in the pasture and found
a dog feeding on cornbread.

They attended two different rural
one-room schools. Then, their fa-
ther decided they needed to attend
parochial school so built a house in
Ludell and moved the family there.

In that school, the German chil-

dren looked down on the Hungar-
ians (which the Goltl children
were). These school years weren’t
altogether good times. After confir-
mation when they finished seventh
grade, they were sent to the public
school in Ludell. From Ludell,
Irene went to Herndon  High School
for two years.

When Irene enrolled in high
school, she gave “Normal Train-
ing” as a preference. Normal Train-
ing was the teacher training and if
she completed the training in high
school, she wouldn’t have to go to
college to become a teacher.

Her junior year, Irene attended
Atwood High School with her sis-
ter Esther. Her dad never taught her
to drive but he told her to get in the
Model T Ford and drive Esther and
a friend, Margaret, to school.

Down the road, Margaret asked
if she was going to shift gears. All
the way, Irene worried about how
she would be able to get stopped,
but fortunately, got the Ford
stopped just short of a wall.

In 1929, the family moved to a
farm south of McDonald where
Irene finished high school, com-
pleting her Normal Training re-
quirements. That was the last time
the training was offered in high
school. Her sisters went on to col-
lege to get their training.

Because of the large number of
teachers, it was difficult to get a job.
John Headrick took a liking to her.
After a meeting, he brought a con-
tract to her.

There were five Headrick girls in
the school. Her salary was $90 a
month but, by taking in children

from another district, she got an-
other $10.

She had 24 pupils in the eight
grades. The school was new and
relatively modern with a basement
and furnace. She was the first
teacher in that school.

She stayed at the Arthur David
Farm, 1/4 mile from the school, and
paid them $1 a day for five days a
week.

The next year, she took a teach-
ing job closer to home so didn’t
have to board with anyone. There
were fewer students but her salary
was $85 a month.

When she started teaching,. her
mother expected her to buy things
for the house so Irene paid for a rug
and living room furniture. Her dad
also borrowed money from her, but
paid it back.

Irene also paid for her own ton-
sillectomy. A couple of girls went
with her to a fly-by-night doctor in
Atwood who took the tonsils right
out and sent her home. The surgery
took a long time to heal and she was
in bed for quite awhile.

Irene was unsure of her plans for
the future and turned Ernie
Kehlbeck’s proposal down several
times. Ernie was a handsome bach-
elor, but bashful, so wasn’t going to
ask her again until Art Antholz sent
him back to the Goltl farm. Her in-
decision about teaching or marriage
was settle then.

On one of their dates, they went
to the Goodland fair but other dates
were usually movies or going to
Luther League, which was the main
social way for young people to get
together.

Irene and Ernie were married
Oct. 12, 1932, at St. John Lutheran

Church, Bird City. The wedding
supper was held at the Goltl farm
and the newlyweds spent their first
night there with Irene’s sisters
snickering in the room next to them.

The next day, they went to the
Lou Antholz farm that Ernie was
renting. It was in the middle of corn
husking season. Ernie was disap-
pointed that Irene couldn’t shuck
corn. She had been her father’s
right-hand man so he had expected
her to know how to do everything
on the farm.

In 1934, they purchased a farm 4
miles south of McDonald. After
many years, they sold the farm to
Kent Banister and moved in 1987 to
the home originally built by Fritz
Kehlbeck, Ernie’s brother.

Through the years, Irene was ac-
tive in the church. Her daughter,
Nadine, said she touched the lives
of many young people by teaching
Sunday school. She also spent
many hours quilting both with the
quilting ladies and at home, making
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

She was a member of the church
womens’ groups, leading Bible
studies both there and in adult Sun-
day school. She loved to garden and
joined the McDonald Garden Club.

The Kehlbecks had one daughter
and five grandchildren. Ernie died
in Dec. 20, 1997.

Irene Kehlbeck

IRENE KEHLBECK holds her cake at her birthday party.

Couple
planning
wedding

Music concert set
for Sunday, July 3

Introducing

St. Francis News

An inspirational concert is
planned for 7:30 p.m. Sunday, July
8, at Peace Lutheran Church.

The Ambassadors Music Minis-
try Team from the Association Free
Lutheran Bible School in Minne-
apolis, Minn., will present the free
concert and the public is welcome
to attend.

The Ambassadors feature
Christian music ranging from tra-
ditional to contemporary. The 60-
minute concert includes more
than 10 songs, two testimonies of

faith and a brief message.
Association Free Lutheran Bible

School is a two-year, college-level
school of the Bible, founded in
1967. The campus is in suburban
Plymouth, Minn, about 15 minutes
west of downtown Minneapolis.

The team includes five members
from Minneasota, North Dakota
and South Dakota.

The Ambassadors wil travel for
10 weeks through out the United
Sttes visitng mroe than 40 churches
and camps from coast to coast.

Lydia Grace
Mekelburg

Greg and Julie Mekelburg would
like to announce the arrival of their
daughter, Lydia Grace. She was
born on May 8, 2007, at Yuma Dis-
trict Hospital. She weighed 8
pounds, 14 ounces and was 19
inches long.

  Lydia has a brother, Brandon,
and a sister, Kristyn. Grandparents
are Roy and Charlotte Mekelburg of
Yuma, and the late Dan and Marcia
Pinkham. Great grandparents are
Maxine Mekelburg of Yuma, Marie
Wendt of Salina and Madelene
Pinkham of Overland Park. Mekelburg

Alumni guests of Harvey and
Carol Forsythe were George and
Mary Ann Bersonnet, Gloria and
Paul Riedel and Alice and George
Ford. Others visiting were Lyle
and Betty Lukas, Gary and Carol
Rogers, Billy and Geri Lampe,
Natalie and Makayla Rogers,
Gordon and Ann Rogers and Lee
and Delphine Norton.

Barb Stevanson of Austin, Texas,
was a recent visitor of her mom,
Wilma Lampe, from Thursday to
Sunday. She attended her high
school class’s alumni activities
while here.

Friday evening they met in the
backyard of Tim and Robin Burr
with about 25 in attendance enjoy-
ing the evening.

Saturday night they took in the
banquet and photo session at the

high school followed by visiting at
Riverside.

Milton and Betty Lampe drove
to Mankato on Thursday, June 21,
for a U.S. 36 Highway Associa-
tion meeting on Friday.

On their return trip, they en-
joyed watching their grandson,
Travis Grizzell of Hays perform
in a musical fable of Broadway
“Guys and Dolls” at the Thomas
More Prep-Marian High School
auditorium. He had the leading
role.

Debbie Grizzell and friend
Tacey Bevan of Macksville joined
them at the performance.

Brian and Shirley Scoby of Hays
were house guests of Dolores Wiley
for the high school reunion.

Jenna Burkhalter and Jonathan
Dare are planning an Aug. 18 wed-
ding at the Stonebrook Gardens and
Manor in Thornton, Colo.

Parents of the couple are Kevin
and Jeanette Burkhalter of Bird City
and Charles and Gwendole Dare of
Commerce City, Colo.

Grandparents are Mary Schwerdt
of McDonald and the late Kermit
Downing, and the late Donald
Schwerdt; Irene Burkhalter of
Benkelman, Neb., and the late
Arthur Burkhalter; the late Rev.
Cullen and Pearl Haymon; and Ivy
Craig of Ashland, Ore., and the late
Delbert Dare.

The bride to be attended Cheylin
Elementary in Bird City and was
home schooled throughout high
school. She is a 2006 graduate of
McCook Community College with
an associate of science degree.

The prospective bridegroom at-
tended Central Elementary School,
is a graduate of Calvary Apostolic
Academy of Denver, and attended
Front Range Community College
of Commerce City. He is employed
by Nestle-Purina.

Dare — Burkhalter


