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See American Profile magazine in this week’s issue of

Brought to you by
The Herald

(available in local area only)  "Your sponsorship
could be right here.

For more information contact:
Casey at 785-332-3162
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Benkelman Pharmacy

“It’s worth your time to check us out”

Attention Diabetic Patients
Your Medicare Plan will allow you
a new pair of shoes every year.

Call toll-free today to find out how!

1-877-423-2759

Joe Hoffman
Manager

CHEYENNE FEEDERS, LLC

— NOTICE —
Harvest your Corn Early for High Moisture

so you can look at putting it back to
wheat this fall.

Cheyenne Feeders LLC is wanting to talk
to you about High Moisture Corn for

2007 Harvest. Give me a Call!

Office: 785-332-3557
Cell: 785-332-8264
Fax: 785-332-3558

Rt. 2, Box 109 • St. Francis, Kansas 67756

NEWMAN

VISION CARE

785-890-3937
919 Main St.
Goodland, KS

• Offering the Latest
in Technology

We Accept Many
Insurance Plans

• Largest Frame
Selection in Goodland

Open Monday-Friday

James E. Reeves, DPM
Podiatrist/Foot Specialist
Reconstructive Surgery

Foot & Ankle Injuries
For appointments call:

Rawlins County
Health Center

785-626-3211

Fri., Aug. 3
Atwood - All Day

Wed., Aug. 1
Cheyenne County

Hospital - P.M.
210 W. 1st • 332-2104

Thurs., Aug. 2
Atwood (a.m.) • 626-3211

Colby (p.m.)
CSMC, 175 S. Range

462-332
CMC, 100 E. College Dr.

462-7511

“THE DINING ROOM”
Between the Dairy King & Cheyenne Bowl

Thurs. - Hot Beef Sandwich with Mashed Potatoes & Gravy and
Salad.
Fri. - Fish (Cod) Sandwich with Tartar Sauce and Tator Sauce.
Sat. - 1/4 lb. Cheeseburger with Grilled Onions.
Sun. - No Special
Mon. - Chicken Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Corn, Salad
and Texas Toast
Tues. - Grilled Ham Steak, Sweet Potatoes,
Mixed Veggies, Salad and Roll.
Wed. - Mandarin Orange
Chicken, Rice, Veggie & Salad.

July 12th
thru

July 18th

DAIRY
KING

785-332-2137
715 S. Quincy ~ St. Francis

Try Our NEW Salad Bar!

Check yourCheck your

Check yourCheck your

Check your

renewal datesrenewal dates

renewal datesrenewal dates

renewal dates

Current Rates

Bird City Times
KS - $30

Out-of-State - $34

Area - $33         KS - $38
Out-of-State - $42

KELLY RAy SIMMONDS poses with his guns in Iraq.

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

McDonald man, Kelly Ray
Simmonds, is serving in Iraq as part
of a convoy escort team. However,
he was recently injured while on a
mission.

“I can’t tell much about it now,”
he said. However, he will be out of
commission for four months.

Simmonds joined the National
Guard in Goodland while still in
high school. Following his gradua-
tion from Cheylin High School in
2004, he went to basic training in
Fort Jackson, N.C. He was one of
three out his class of five boys who
went into the service.

In basics, he found he really en-
joyed being in the service. He had
gone into the service for the benefits
and to become a cook. He wanted
to go to Iraq but there were no posi-
tions open for cooks so he settled on
being a gunner. He rides on top of a
Humvee guarding the convoy.

Serving in the Army National
Guard, Simmonds said he spends a
lot of time “on the road,” being back
at his “house” maybe two days a
week. The team’s convoy security
missions make sure that supplies
get from one point to another, then
back to safety.

“The time on missions depends
on what happens on the road,” he
said.

As a .50 caliber gunner, he said
he has been engaged in fire several
times. In the month of July, the com-
pany was in small arms fire where
the enemy fires on the convoy with
AK47s and rocket propelled gre-
nades.

“I enjoy what I am doing over
here,” he said. “Not the fact that our

incentive is kill or be killed, but that
we are attempting to help out a na-
tion that cannot defend or protect
themselves.”

“I volunteered for this deploy-
ment for two reasons,” he said.
“The first reason was to honor all
my friends who have been killed
in action while serving their coun-
try; and second, I swore that if I
were deployed, I would do any-
thing and everything within my
power to make sure everyone I
came over here with, goes home
safely, even if it means giving up
my life so they could go back to
their families.”

A few missions ago, Simmonds
said he had the opportunity to help
out the explosive ordinance divi-
sion.

“I was given the chance to take
control of the EOP robot which is
used to place the C-4 on an impro-
vised explosive device and, I got
to blow it up!” he said.

He actually has some video of
the explosion.

Simmonds said his team has just
been named the “senior convoy

team” in the whole country of Iraq.
He will be coming home for his

brother John’s wedding on Aug.
25. He said he is not sure whether
he will stay in Iraq for another
year.

He is the son of Kelly and Diane
Simmonds, McDonald. Mr.
Simmonds said that the 170th
Maintenance Unit in Goodland is
supposed to be deployed to Iraq
within the next year and Kelly Ray
is considering going with them.

Mr. Simmonds also said that,
while growing up, Kelly Ray
didn’t like to shoot a shot gun be-
cause it “kicked too much.” He
has come a long way as, today, he
now carries three guns, one of
them is a grenade launcher.

The Simmonds said they are very
proud of their son and what he is
doing but they will be glad to see
him in August.

Editor’s note: Kelly Ray
Simmonds was to be featured in the
Freedom Section that is inserted in
this weeks paper; however the in-
formation was not collected in time
for the deadline to print.

McDonald soldier injured

Officers respond to call

Couple announce
wedding plans

Jacelyn Skramstad and Donald
Schlittenhardt, both of Wichita, are
planning a Sept. 29 wedding at St.
Peter the Apostle Catholic Church
n Wichita. A reception and dance
o follow at the Best Western in

Wichita.
Parents of the couple are Roger and

Gayle Skramstad of Alexandria,
Minn., and Ron and Amelita
Schlittenhardt of St. Francis. Grand-
parents are Gladys Skramstad of Al-
exandria and the late Gordon
Skramstad and Edwin and Lavonne
Schlittenhardt of St. Francis.

The bride-elect is a graduate of

Jefferson Senior High School in
Alexandria, and has a bachelor’s
degree in agricultural engineering
from North Dakota State Univer-
sity, Fargo. She is employed by
Case New Holland manufacturing
facility in Wichita as a design engi-
neer.

The groom-elect is a graduate of
St. Francis Community High
School and has a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering from
Kansas State University, Manhat-
tan. He is employed by Case New
Holland manufacturing facility in
Wichita as a design engineer.

Semi tractor accident
reported on highway

A semi tractor accident happened
on K-161 about 16 miles north of
Bird City at 7 p.m. on Saturday. The
report from the Kansas Highway
Patrol showed driver, Husniddin
Sharipov, 26, of Kissimmee, Fla.,
was going south when he went into
he west ditch, over corrected, then

drove into the east ditch. The 1999
Kenworth semi truck overturned on
to its top and was facing the north-
west when it landed.

Sharipov was taken to the Dundy
Hospital by ambulance. It was
noted that he was wearing a seat
belt.

Schlittenhardt — Skramstad

KBI OFFICER investigates the death of Wade Lee in Bird City
Sunday morning.                                 Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

Letter Policy
Letters to the Editor

The Saint Francis Herald and
Bird City Times encourages Letters
to the Editor on any topic of public
interest. Letters should be brief,
clear and to the point. They must be
signed and carry the address and
phone number of the author.

Mail letters to P.O. Box 1050; St.
Francis, KS 67756.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readers to do likewise.

We do not publish form letters or
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but
will be read and edited for form and
style, clarity, length and legality. We
will not publish attacks on private in-
dividuals or businesses which do not
pertain to a public issue.

Letters printed are not necessar-
ily the opinion of The Herald staff.
Replys to letters are welcome and,
again, must be signed.

Odd Facts
• The name Jeep came from the

abbreviation used in the army for
the “General Purpose” vehicle, G.P.

• The highest point in Pennsylva-
nia is lower than the lowest point in
Colorado.

• The only two days of the year in
which there are no professional
sports games (MLB, NBA,NHL, or
NFL), are the day before and the day
after the Major League All-Star
Game.

By Karen Krien
kaenk@nwkansas.com

Emergency medical technicians
and law officers responded to a call
at 3 a.m. Sunday on First Street in Bird
City found Wade Lee, 31, dead from
an apparently self-inflicted gunshot
wound.

His uncle, Gerald Lee, was taken
to the Cheyenne County Hospital by
ambulance for injuries after falling off
of the SUV driven by Wade, then re-
leased on Tuesday.

The Kansas Bureau of Investiga-
tion dispatched a three member team
headed by Agent John Nachtman  to
the town. Early Tuesday, a spokes-
man for the bureau would only say
that the death had been confirmed and
agents were continuing to investigate.

Cheyenne County Attorney Justin
Barrett said at this point, no foul play
is suspected. He said the men had
been to a wedding dance before the
incident.

Gerald Lee told Casey McCormick
he had attempted to stop his nephew
from committing suicide A gun was
found on  scene.

Wade Lee was living in Bird City
at the time. He is the son of Gale Lee,
Osborne, and Sandy Kuhn, Hays.

Funeral services will be at 10:30
a.m. Friday at the Immanual United
Methodist Church in Bird City.


