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Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.
                                                John 14:27

God Says

There are two people we would not have wanted 
to be 10 days ago: Gen. David Petraeus and Am-
bassador Ryan Crocker, the top American officials 
in Iraq. 

Both appeared before Congressional committees 
to discuss the war and where they felt we were, both 
militarily and politically since the “surge” of a few 
months ago. 

No matter their answer to the many questions — 
some hard questions, some questionable, others of 
the nit-picking variety — it had to be a challenge all 
its own to be sitting there knowing no matter what 
you say, you weren’t saying the right thing. 

While watching the drama unfold, we kept telling 
ourselves most of the people doing the questioning 
are the very same people who gave President Bush 
the green light to invade this country in the first 
place. No one twisted their arms.  

But that was then, and this is now. 
It does us no good to continue recalling the past 

while trying to deal with the present and plan for 
the future. We short-change ourselves when we 
adopt that posture. 

This is war — W A R — not a political football to 
be kicked around. When that is allowed to happen, 
we are, in effect, kicking around our troops.

And when Senate and House members acted the 
way many of them did at the hearings, it smacked of 
them not fully understanding that the commander-
in-chief and the generals plot, plan and carry out the 
fighting, Congress pays the bill. 

We’re all in this thing together and it will take all 
of us to bring it to an acceptable conclusion. And we 
need to hold our congressmen/women and senators’ 
feet to the fire.  This is not a Republican issue, or 
a Democrat issue. It is, instead, a United States of 
America issue. United we stand, divided....well, 

you know how that goes.
Some folks’ reasoning is we should be talking 

with our enemies, using a diplomatic approach to 
ease the tensions in that part of the world. While 
there is some truth to that, we first have to start talk-
ing — not shouting — to one another right here on 
the home front. 

The appearance of Gen. Petraeus and Ambassa-
dor Crocker on Capitol Hill can’t be fully assessed 
this early, regardless of what the talking heads on 
radio and television seem to think. But one gets a 
sense their testimony was an account of how they 
truly feel. 

At one point, when Gen. Petraeus was asked 
if America is any safer with the plan now being 
employed in Iraq, he said he didn’t know. Talk-
show heads had a field day with that answer. Some 
senators at the hearing shook their heads. That’s 
understandable, because he was telling the truth. 
And the “t” word isn’t much in vogue these days 
back in Washington.

Politicians calling for a withdrawal of all troops 
now must be kin to the negative voices that told 
Orville and Wilbur Wright that the silly thing they 
invented would never fly. 

In a similar way, we “invented” the conditions 
that today exist in Iraq. Quarterback Bush will, in 
the months to come, fade back, look at the receivers 
downfield, and toss the ball. Whoever catches it — 
Brownback, Giuliani, Huckabee, Hunter, McCain, 
Paul, Romney, Tancredo, Thompson, Biden, Clin-
ton, Dodd, Edwards, Gravel, Kucinich, Obama, or 
Richardson — will have to run for the end zone. 

We will then see if the recipient of the pass lives 
up to his/her tough talk. Or if it just turns out to be 
more political rhetoric.

                 — Tom Dreiling, The Norton Telegram

Casey’s Comment By
Casey

McCormick
scmccormick@nwkansas.com    

About six months ago I was lying 
in a hospital bed with family mem-
bers at my side. I had an acute case 
of pancreatitis and it was uncertain 
if my time on earth would continue 
or come to a close.

A half-a-year later it seems clear 
that the dear Lord was not ready for 
me. With a second chance at life 
being given, I’m trying to take time 
each day to appreciate this opportu-
nity and see the beauty around me.

Last weekend Lezlie and two of 
our boys, Trey and Joey and I took 

a drive into the Rocky Mountains 
with my younger brother, his girl-
friend and their dog. 

We drove up I-70 to Idaho Springs 
and got on Highway 103. The road 
was a paved, two lane that snaked 
up toward Mount Evans, passed by 
Echo Lake, crested at Squaw Pass 
and zig-zagged down to Bergen 
Park. 

It was not a long drive, but the 
scenery was magnificent. Rugged 
outcroppings of gray stone shot up 
to the crystal blue sky, which was 
dotted with puffy white clouds. 

Majestic pine trees softened the 
edges of the rocks as brilliant burst 
of aspen leaves came into view. As 
the breeze caught them, the gold 
and yellow shapes shimmered like 
ripples on water.

In my mind, the changing of the 
aspen in the mountains is much like 
a fireworks display held in place. 
The golden hues hang like explo-
sions of color, if only for a few 
short days.

To the editor:
The law enforcement of St. Fran-

cis is obviously doing a fantastic job 
if they are perceived as too many. 
There are TWO officers for St. 
Francis Police Department and the 
others are deputies for Cheyenne 
County Sheriff’s Office.

With only two offices for the 
police department, that means only 
one of them is on duty at any given 
time. What happens when the one 
officer is ill and cannot come to 
work? If anything, we have skeleton 
coverage in St. Francis. It should be 
assumed that the county deputies 
could be anywhere in Cheyenne 
County and not close to St. Francis 
to assist. Law enforcement is a job 
that is never predictable - there are 
times of quiet (it was referred to by 
Mr. Befferman as “killing time, get-
ting paid on our taxpayer’s money) 
and there are times of craziness 
when multiple calls demand at-
tention at once. Law enforcement 
officers are paid to be available at 
any time during their shift.

I work closely with the law en-
forcement in both the Sheriff’s 

Office and the Police Department. 
The laws apply to all of us and no 
one should be exempt. The Police 
Officers and the Sheriff’s Deputies 
deserve our support and not deri-

sion for doing their jobs. Count me 
as a grateful citizen that they are 
here to serve and protect.

Deborah Farland
St. Francis

10 years ago - 1997 
When the Cheyenne Theater 

was renovated, the names of those 
making initial donations were to 
be put on a plaque which would 
be hung in the lobby. There were 
several projects which were not 
completed at that time but the 
committee feels now is the time 
to finish the plaque project. The 
funds raised from the musical 
“Hello Dolly:” will be used to 
finance the project.

An auction is set for the after-
noon of Fall Festival on Sept. 27 
and the proceeds will go to the 
Grandstand Fund.

The veterans have offered the 

Vets Hall, located on Main Street, 
to the city of St. Francis.

Homecoming candidates in-
clude Bruce Barnhart, T.J. Burr, 
Nick Young, Justin McAtee Kel-
ley Faylor, Kaycee Frewen, Beth 
Renk, Erin Day, Trista Kriegh and 
LeAnn Schielke. The crowning 
of the King and Queen has been 
changed to the afternoon pep 
assembly to be held at Greene 
Field.

The St. Francis Board of Educa-
tion has voted to have three of the 
roofs on the high school repaired, 
including the high school gym, 
the boys basketball dressing room 
and the cafeteria kitchen.

This past year I have felt very 
good, physically, but other parts of 
my body are falling apart. I have 
battled with my eyes for quite 
awhile and now it is my teeth.

I was eating peas, not even fro-
zen peas, the other day and I bit on 
something hard. I am sure you all 
know that thought, “What on earth 

was canned in the peas.” 
Almost afraid to look I spit the 

hard thing out (I didn’t want to take 
the chance of swallowing anything 
I couldn’t recognize) and there it 
was — my tooth.

Because it was a crown I saved it 
and then called the dentist. When I 
got there he took one look and told 

me they couldn’t save it — it had to 
be dug out. 

I asked if he could put me out and 
he told me “No, but I will deaden 
it.” 

I braced myself as he put the first 
needle in and then one in the roof of 
my mouth.

Actually it wasn’t bad, but I really 
thought I would get some sympathy 
out of my husband. When I saw him 
coming down the road I laid on the 
couch thinking he might cook me 
some soup or at least give me some 
encouraging words.

He came in and asked me what 
happened with the tooth and I told 
him “Oh, it hurts to talk, but he 
pulled it.” Then I added, “Now on 
that side of my mouth I have one 
tooth gone, one tooth in, and then 
another one gone. It is just every 
other tooth on that side.” 

He looked at me and said, “Well 
we will have to call you ‘Marg 
O’lantern.’ It will save us some 
money for decorations at Hallow-
een.”

The next morning I still felt re-
jected because the tooth fairy didn’t 
visit me either. It’s rough getting 
old.

Tooth

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Walter Denison, Vacav-
ille, Calif.; Edna Daily, St. Charles, 
Mo.; Ward Wiley, Burlington, 
Colo.; Ron Bell, McDonald; Gene 
Voeller, St. Francis; Richard Walter, 
St. Francis; Dick Bannister, Haigler, 
Neb.; Dale Faylor, St. Francis; Mrs. 
John Nelson, Ellisville, Mo.; Randy 
Rueb, St. Francis; Don and Alice 
Browning, St. Francis; Ilene Raile, 
St. Francis; Francis Schauer, Long-
mont, Colo.; Alberta Walz Adams, 
Plano, Texas; Darrell Vandike, Tri-
bune; William O. Fuller, St. Francis; 
Alicia Zimbelman, Manhattan; 
Mark Zimbelman, St. Francis; Ty 
Long, Fruita, Colo.; Arlene Merklin, 
Benkelman, Neb.; Alvin Amack, St. 
Francis; R.D. Rohweder, St. Fran-
cis; Ronnie Hill, St. Francis; Ruben 
Feikert, St. Francis; Rev. David 
Rossbach, St. Francis; Doug Barn-
hart, St. Francis; James Barnhart, St. 
Francis; David and Rita Stephens, 
St. Francis; Dale Patton, St. Francis; 
Margaret Holzwarth, St. Francis; 
Edwin Schlittenhardt, St. Francis; 
Jason Schliep, Central City, Neb.; 
Glenn Schliep, St. Francis; Jerry 
Whitmore, St. Francis; Ron Zwey-
gardt, St. Francis; Midwest Energy, 
Hays; Jeff Nederman, Littleton, 
Colo.; Tom Sharp, St. Francis; Dr. 

Kenneth Stout, Benkelman, Neb.; 
John and Darla Deeds, Bird City; 
Daniel Stang, St. Francis; Bradley 
Smull, Seattle, Wash.; Lewis Rueb, 
Kingman; Craig Schoenrogge, St. 
Francis; Harvey Forsythe, St. Fran-
cis; Scotland Cattle Co., Haigler, 
Neb.; Gabe Gienger, Manhattan; 
Jordan Gienger, Kearney, Neb.; 
Louis Gipe, Bird City; ErvaGene 
DeAragon, St. Francis; Don Whit-
more, St. Francis; Kathy Hemp-
ler, Hays; Alvin Cox, St. Francis; 
Arlene Walz, St. Francis; Marta 
Walz, Colorado Springs, Colo.; 
Jana Wilhelm, Royal, Neb.; Elvina 
Burnham, Denver, Colo.; LaVera 
Beringer, St. Francis; Jeff Beims, St. 
Francis; Scott Schultz, St. Francis; 
Jessica Schultz, Phoenix, Ariz.
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