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By Karen Krien 4
karenk@nwkansas.com

Four Angel Trees will soon be
decorated with tags listings items
needed by children who might not
receive a present at Christmas.

The Angel Trees are sponsored
by the organization Association
to Benefit Cheyenne County. The
coordinator is Jennifer Milne, St.
Francis.

People can select a tag off a tree
at Bankwest, First National Bank,
Owens True Value and The Herald
office in St. Francis. There will be
a suggested size of the child on the
back of the angel for those who
want to purchase clothing for their
angel gift.

Once a person selects a tag and
the gift is bought, both the gift and
tag should be returned to the place
where the tree is located.

“Alot of children benefit greatly
from the Angel Tree project,” Mrs.
Milne said.

Last year, over 35 children re-
ceived gifts delivered by Santa.
These gifts averaged around $30
each. This year, there are around
50 children who need a visit from
Santa.

If someone knows of a family
who is having a difficult time mak-
ing ends meet and could use a little
help from Santa, please contact Mrs.
Milne at 785-332-2344 or 785-332-
2566 or any Association to Benefit
Cheyenne County member.

Mrs. Milne said thateach year, the

See TREE on Page 7A
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Letters, recipes,
memoirs needed

Christmas seen through the eyes
of a child is often priceless.

This year, as in year’s past, the
special Christmas and New Year’s
sections will be published before
the holidays. The sections will
feature letters for Santa, answers of
questions asked of school children,
memories and recipes.

The Saint Francis Herald and
Bird City Times staffs welcome

participation from children to
adults. All items must be received
by Dec. 10in order to be published
in the special section.

Send letters, special memories,
articles and recipes to The Herald
at Box 1050, St. Francis, 67756, or
fax 785-332-3001, or drop them
off or e-mail them to stherald@
nwkansas.comtitling the subjectas
“Christmas For The Paper.”
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BASHFUL, SHY — Hadleigh Hilt and Santa had an interesting conversation Friday eve-
ning. Hadleigh is the daughter of Leisha and Troy Hilt. Herald staff photo by Betty Jean Winston

123rd Year, Number 48

Winners claim
$50 scrip, gifts
with tickets

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

It is the first week of the Christ-
mas On Us fun and people have
been busy scanning the ads on
the Christmas On Us pages in The
Saint Francis Herald and Bird City
Times.

There were two $50 scrip instant
giveaway prizes claimed as well as
three business prizes. Tema Trumbo
and Miranda Vanderpool, St. Fran-
cis, each took home $50 scrip.

Mrs. Trumbo had received her
winning ticket from Schultz’s and
found her number in the Chamber’s
ad. Ms. Vanderpool’s ticket came
from Hilltop General Store and she
found the number in the Park Hill ad.
She plans to spend her scrip on anew
coffee pot at True Value.

Winning business Christmas gifts
were Tobi Cooper, Deb Hilt and
Spencer Schlepp.

Mrs. Cooper’s ticket came from
Hilltop General Store and was found
inthe Methodist Thrift Store ad. She
receivedayear’s subscriptionto 7he
Saint Francis Herald.

Mrs. Hilt’s ticket came from the
Equity and was found in the Equity
ad. Her Christmas gift was a cer-
tificate to spend at the St. Francis
Equity.

Mr. Schlepp’s ticket came from
Bier’s Hometown Store and was
found in the Hilltop General Store
ad. He claimed a basket filled with
special gift items from Schultz’s.

Customers receive a ticket when

Trumbo Vanderpool
they purchase $10 in participating
businesses. Individuals can receive
one ticket, no purchase necessary,
each week at The Herald office.

Throughout the four weeks of
the Christmas On Us promotion,
there are ticket numbers printed in
ads on the special Christmas pages.
Last week there were four numbers
drawn first for the $50 in scrip and,
then six numbers were drawn for
prizes given by businesses. Those
six numbers are marked with “*.”

The business prizes are a bonus
for customers as there will be 12
additional prizes given throughout
the season.

“The Christmas On Us promotion
encourages customers to shop in St.
Francis,” said Pat Owens, owner of
Owens True Value.

“Giving prizes in the businesses
builds excitement and also gives the
business owners another chance to
say “thank you for shopping in St.
Francis,’” said Casey McCormick,
ad manager for The Herald and
Times.

“Be sure to check out the many
specialslocated in ads on the Christ-
mas On Us pages (1B, 2B and 3B)

See WINNERS on Page 7A

on Friday. In every block, those on the float set off a display of
fireworks. Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

Snow falls justin time for the parade

LAMPE HARDWARE will hang the ‘People’s Choice Award’
for the next year as they were the winners of the Light Parade
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nior citizens center.

RING THOSE BELLS — Jason Owens was manning the
Salvation Army kettle Saturday evening in front of the se-

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien
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By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

About noon, it began to snow
and by the time the Light Parade
started at 6 p.m., there was a good
covering of snow on the ground.
It was the perfect setting for a
Christmas opening and the Light
Parade.

The St. Francis Christmas

Opening, sponsored by the St.
Francis Area Chamber of Com-
merce, started with people check-
ing their Treasure Hunt numbers.
Many of the businesses reported
giving away several prizes as
people matched their numbers
with those in business windows
and some were found inside the
businesses.

There were many people walk-
ing the streets, some talking to
old friends and neighbors, others
shopping, and, of course, those
looking for their Treasure Hunt
number.

At about 4:30, people started
congregating at the senior center
for soup and a cinnamon roll.

It couldn’t have been better

weather for soup and it was a warm
place to get in out of the cold.
Jason Owens and Dale and Deb
Patton were manning the Salva-
tion Army kettle outside.

The emergency medical techni-
cians will use the proceeds to pur-
chase asstair chair for the St. Fran-
cis service. Bird City already

See PARADE on Page 7A

Wrestling tournament held in Sainty

By Betty Jean Winston
bettyw@nwkansas.com

The St. Francis Invitational
Wrestling Tournament will be
held at the high school on Saturday.
For the 47th year, this event will
open the wrestling season for St.
Francis fans and fans of several
area towns.

Football is over and the Sainty
fans will be anxious to view this
year’s Indian team.

Nine squads will be out to earn
the championship of this tourna-
ment which has a strong level of
competition. They hope to unseat

Goodland, who won the crown last
year. St. Francis placed third.

“Colby and Goodland will be
the top two teams, definitely the
favorites,” Mike Frewen, Indian
coach said. “Scott City will also
bring a good team.”

Like in 2006, the Indian squad
will come to the mats with less
pre-season practice time due to the
extended football playoffs. Success
during the fall season does give
them an edge in having the win-
ning spirit.”

On Saturday at 9:30 a.m., wres-
tlers will begin taking to the mats.

®

Sessiontwois scheduled for I p.m.
and the finals take place 15 minutes
after the second session, at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m., althoughitcould
possibly be earlier.

The same teams as last year will
be returning to the St. Francis event
this year. This includes wrestlers
from Rawlins County/Atwood,
Colby, Goodland, Quinter, Scott
City, Sterling, Colo., St. Francis,
Wichita County/Leoti and Wray,
Colo.

The Goodland Cowboys took
home top honors last year with
169 team points, five champions,

three second-place finishes and two
fourths. Placing second was Colby
with one champion, four second
place finishes, four thirds and two
fourths.

St. Francis placed third with 116
points. They had two champions
(Jordan Gienger at 152 pounds and
Brennon Wilger at 285), two sec-
ond place finishes (Gavin Smull at
130 and Russell Rogers at 189), two
third place finishes (Justin Sherlock
at 145 and David Guthmillerat 215)
and two fifths (Jesse Pacheco at 140
and Trevor Hiltat 171).

See WRESTLING on Page 7A
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PLANTING NEW TREES was just

part of the rebuilding for Nick, Heidi, Dylan and Brady Ketzner.

Herald staff photo by Linda Schneider
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Rebuilding after the tornado

By Linda Schneider
dublinls @hotmail.com

OnMarch 28, more than 60 torna-
does were recorded to have touched
ground in Kansas. One of those
tornadoes passed Bird City, barely
missing the town buthitting several
farms.

Tornado skirts by

Ed and Phyllis Carson’s farm was
one of those farms. Their home did
not receive a direct hit, but damage
was extensive. When Mr. and Mrs.
Carson came up from the basement,
the inside of the house did not ap-
pear to have been hit too badly.
However, it was soondiscovered the
two-story house had been lifted off
its foundation and set back down.
The home they had lived in for 26
years had to be torn down.

Tornado moves on

Justnortheast of Bird City, the tor-
nado veers toward the Ketzner farm.
This time it was a direct hit. Nick
and Heidi Ketzner, along with their
sons Dylan and Brady, barely made
it into their earthen cellar before
the tornado passed right over them.
The destruction was complete. The
house Mr. Ketzner had bought in
1992 and brought his new bride to
was gone. Not one structure on the
farm remained undamaged.

The damage

Cheyenne County Emergency
Manager, Gary Rogers, reported
that an estimated $240,000 of struc-
tural damage was done by that one.
This estimate does not include
vehicles, crop damage or outside
structures.

The cleanup and rebuilding

Within 24 hours of the tornado,
the residents of Bird City were outin
the hundreds helping the surround-
ing farms with cleanup. However,
it did not stop there. In the eight
months that have followed since
that fateful day, meals have been
provided, money has been raised
by fund-raisers, donations have
come from private contributors and
families to help with the rebuilding.
Some of the construction work has
been done by Bird City residents,

.
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WRESTLING

Continued from Page 1

Both of Sainty’s champions
graduated last spring but Smull,
Sherlock, Guthmiller and Pacheco
will be representing Sainty on
Saturday.

The Invitational has the reputa-
tion of being one of the strongest
tournaments around and this year
should be no exception.

“The tournament will be plenty
tough,” Coach Mike Frewen said.

“There will be anumber of returning
State placers and State champions.

“We have a good bunch of kids
and this will be a good test for
them.”

First and second place team tro-
phies will be given with medals
to the first three placers and the
consolation champions. Coaches
will be selecting the “Outstanding
Wrestler” at the end of the tourna-
ment.

PARADE

Continued from Page 1

has one which they have found to be
useful for helping get patients out of
tight areas.

The 6 o’clock whistle blew, the
church music played and the parade
started down Main Street with the
St. Francis policemen leading the
way. There were around 15 entries,
ranging anywhere from big floats
to golf carts. They were glowing
with Christmas lights, some had
inflatable scenes while others had
alive Nativity. The Hilltop General
Store along with the Hometown
Market in Bird City had their usual
entertaining float with lights and
music. Bringing up the end of the
parade was Santa pulled in Fred
Magley’s wagon.

The People’s Choice Award went
to the Lampe Hardware’s float.
The trailer was surrounded with
cardboard houses but, what brought
the oh’s and ah’s were the fireworks
that went off every block. They
were a surprise to many and added
that extra spark and color to the
atmosphere. The award plaque
will be present at Lampe’s for the
nextyear.

Gloria Bracelin, Chamber secre-

i tary, said there were 95 votes, which

EDAND PHYLLIS CARSON aressitting in their recently rebuilt home talking about what has happened

since the March 2007 tornado.

Today
“The rebuilding is almost com-
plete,” said Mr. Carson.

But, it has not been easy. Con-
struction work still turns up founda-
tion damage. When thinking about
that night and what could have
happened, Mrs. Carson said she is
very thankful these days.

For the Ketzner family, everything
had to be replaced — furniture,
clothing, everything. Some things
are not replaceable though. Mrs.
Ketzner cannot locate their wed-
ding album and has been trying
to get in touch with the photogra-

pher who took them. Nor can the
baby pictures of her or husband be
found. But life has moved on for
the Ketzners, in fact, they will be
adding to their family in May.

On March 28, atornado made its

way through Bird City. Tornadoes
are devastating occurrences and not
everyoneisable torebuild. But Bird
City is a community of residents
who will be there to help in times
of need.

| determined the award.

“Itwasagreatevening and we ap-
preciate everyone’s support — both
coming to the watch the parade and
for participating,” Mrs. Bracelin
said.

WINNERS

Continued from Page 1
while you are looking for your
numbers.”
Also check the winners of the
business prizes located on 3B.
This week, there are even more
numbers listed on the pages.
“Check out those numbers! You
might be a winner!” Mr. McCor-
mick said.
There will be adrawing for $1,000
onDec. 17. Check related article for
more information.

BusiNness CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.

Mrs. Bracelin said Santa was very
busy as he listened to the wishes of
children. Santa was found at Bank-
west and had a basket of candy to
hand to children. (Some children
needed the candy to be coaxed
to the jolly old man.) Bankwest
employees had popped corn and
everyone were offered a bag while
they waited.

Santa will be back again on Dec.
17 at First National Bank to make
sure all children have a chance to
visit with him.

TREE

Continued from Page 1

Angel Tree has received generous
supportand members appreciate the
help so they can give kids a merrier
Christmas.

All gifts will be picked up on
Tuesday, Dec. 18,sothose whohave
selected a tag needs to make sure
their gifts are back under the tree
before the pick-up date. They will be
delivered that same evening.

If more information is needed
for sizes, or gift ideas, call Mrs.
Milne.

“We are expecting letters from
Santa which will help withideas for
the children,” she said.

FACTS

* Months that begin on a Sunday
will always have a “Friday the
13th.”

e The first couple to be shown
in bed together on prime time
television were Fred and Wilma
Flintstone.

e Every day more money is
printed for Monopoly than the US
Treasury.

* The Hawaiian alphabet has 12
letters.

« City with the mostRollsRoyce’s
per capita: Hong Kong.

* Percentage of North America
that is wilderness: 38%.

Western Kansas Center for Comprehensive
Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

1690 W. 4th « Colby, KS
460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

* Comprehensive bite analysis

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.

* Extensive cosmetic procedures

Customized

prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical

: [
Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

E\ \\\\ \ «- &ﬁ.‘

family and friends on weekends. * TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation * Laser periodontal (gum disease) therapy situations 85) 626-32
Darris DeGood. L Offi  L.V. Sedation for all dental procedures * Esthetic crown and bridge restorations; .. (7 5) -3237
arris DeGood, Loan icer including surgical removal of wisdom teeth  all ceramic (no metal) Lequitns (800) 696-3214

Farm Credit of Western Kansas| * Dental Implants: surgical placement unique medical
and restoration
« Complete endodontic services (root canal)

molar and anterior teeth

* General dental procedures: cleanings,
tooth colored fillings, partial dentures,
biologic dentures

; Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net
solutions.

Same Place, New Day

SEASON’S

Jaque Abstract
St. Francis

" VA
Residential & Commercial N ancy s

Roo FFIN G Sainty Bed & Breakfast

Local DURO-LAST

Wednesdays
10:00 to Noon

Afternoon by Appointment

For all your Ag Lending Needs: Contractor
e . 301 E. Spencer St.
; Operating Mlll‘l'ﬂy ROO'II"_ 785-462-6908 St. Francis, KS 67756
During this holid Real Estate 740 E. 4th 800-794-3204 PH: 785-332-3274
urng this holi ay season LiveStOCK COlby, KS 67701 ® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc. JeﬁDreiling/Sdles
and every day of the year, Equipment

we wish you all the best.

Kris Yost - Financial Advisor

114 East 11th
P.O. Box 647
Goodland, KS 67735

Crop Insurance

Kelli Githens

CTX Mortgage Company

Farm Credit SE].‘VICQ

258-775855?595635" % V" of Western Kansas Giving back to the Great Community | was raised in and e Windmills
e , Financing ag for generations. meeting your home financing needs. Local references
kris.yost@edward| . A . .
e ypsTreciartiones. com available about the Great Care you will receive. *Stock Wells
www.edwardjones.com ° 11
Member SIPC 1055 S. Range - Colby House Wells
800-657-6048 Toll Free » 888-749-4253 " e
or 785-462-1116 Cell » 303-257-3766 B s Pu m & v
) www.farmcreditkansas.com
Edward Jones kelli.githens@ctxmort.com Rex Smith
@ o o o www kelligithens.com  cx Morigage Company 785-899-6302 ~ Goodland, KS
Equal Housing Lender

EQUAL HELRENG
GPFORTUNITY
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