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Two high school students
recognized in essay contest

The St. Francis Community
High School English students of
Lisa Gibson were encouraged to
write essays for the 2007 Native
Sons and Daughters of Kansas
Boyd Student Essay contest. The
essays were limited to 250 words
and Mrs. Gibson said the essays
were sent off to be judged on Nov.
21.

On Jan. 28, Brooks Hobrock
and Mikaela Grace were notified
that they had been recognized for
their essay.

“Assistant executive director,
John Pinegar, wrote the students
that there were many fine entries
and theirs were particularly no-
ticed by the judges.

“I was very proud of the stu-
dents,” Mrs. Gibson said. “Being
among those recognized was quite
an honor.”

Following are the essays.

Kansas! Say It Above
a Whisper
By Mikaela Grace
I look out over the rugged land-
scape in front of me. I feel peaceful
and contented,

taking a break A
with my horse,

from a long

trail ride and [ ® =
enjoying  the

views of cliffs, y
steep drop-offs, ) /
and deep faults |5 &

in the dry earth.
Sounds like
Kansas, right?
Not exactly, yet I am in the north-
west corner of Kansas in an area
called the Arikaree Breaks. Not
far from here is my home, a small
rural community. Growing up in
this area has certainly shaped my
valves and viewpoints, and I ap-
preciate how my environment has
changed me for the better.
Kansas’s landscape is often
written off as flat and emotionless,
and such generalization irritates
me. The Breaks (and many other
areas of Kansas) provide breath-

Grace

By Pat Leibbrandt

The following new books have
arrived at the library: A Whole
New Light by Sandra Brown;
Hand Of Evil by J.A. Jance; “T”
Is For Trespass by Sue Grafton;
Hokus Pokus by Fern Michael;
The Appeal by John Grisham;
Light Of The Moon by Luanne
Rice; The Secret Between Us by
Barbara Delinsky; Duma Key
by Stephen King; Beverly Hills
Dead by Stuart Woods; Shadow
Music by Julie Garwood; Plum

taking views of the untouched
wilderness; why, then, is Kansas
seen as a dull, drab prairie? I have
come to see Kansas’s landscape as
a metaphor for the people of Kan-
sas--both seen as flat and boring,
but just under the surface there
is diversity and interest. People
view the citizens of Kansas as all
dirt farmers and uneducated hill-
billies. Even if one has no such
prejudices, there is always the
slight impression that Kansans
are, well, boring, and as with all
states, sometimes that is true. But
to write off all Kansans as dull or
mediocre is to overlook some of
our nation’s most intelligent, car-
ing, and hardworking citizens.

In conclusion, Kansas is a lot
more exciting than people give it
credit for. On the whole, its citi-
zens are well-informed and char-
ismatic, and while most of its pan-
orama lacks grandeur compared
with the neighboring Rockies, it
is beautiful just the same. Kansas
is unique and appealing, and I am
proud to be called a Kansan.

Kansas! Say It Above
a Whisper
By Brooks Hobrock

Some people say Kansas is bor-
ing, but I beg to differ. The vast
array of nick-
names is one
way to prove it.
Kansas’s  wild
nicknames stem
from a variety
of things from
its history to its
location in the
country.

The Sun-
flower State is
a nickname that reminds us of the
natural beauty of the Kansas land-
scape and the wild sunflowers that
grow on it. Other nicknames have
to do with agriculture. The Wheat
Sate is a widely known nickname
referring to our state being one of
the leaders in agricultural produc-
tion, especially wheat. The Grass-

Hobrock

Lines From the Library

Lucky by Janet Evanovich; These
Tangled Threads by Tracie Pe-
terson; Prelude by B.J. Hoff; Se-
crets On The Wind by Stephanie
Whitson; Coming Home by Ro-
samunde Pilcher; Quilts And Af-
ghans; The Priscilla Hauser Book
Of Tole And Decorative Painting
by Priscilla Hauser; Scrap Sav-
er’s Country Stitchery by Sandra
Foose; Scrap Saver’s 101 Great
Little Gifts by Sandra Foose;
Christmas Crafts; Better Homes
And Garden Christmas Joys To

hopper State is a lesser known
name coming from a plague of
grasshoppers back in 1874 that ate
up the states’ crops and the land-
scape.

As you probably know Kansas
is right in the middle of the coun-
try. This is where the nicknames
Midway, U.S.A. and The Central
State come from.

Our state is also known for its
tornadoes which was made fa-
mous by the movie The Wizard
of Oz. And even though statistics
show that Oklahoma sees more
tornadoes, Kansas is still known
as the Cyclone State.

These next nicknames are all
products of slavery and the Civil
War. The Garden of the West or
The Garden State was a name
used by newspapers to try and get
people to move to Kansas. They
needed people to counteract the
pro slavery squatters that were
taking up the territory. Which
brings me to another nickname,
The Squatter State. This referred
to pro slavery people from Mis-
souri who were claiming land in
Kansas to keep it from getting
populated with people from free
states.

The Jawhawk State also traces
its roots back to before the Civil
War. Antislavery “jayhawkers”
from Kansas and pro-slavery
“bushwhackers” from Missouri
were crossing each others’ bor-
ders and raiding homes. The
jayhawk was later created into a
mythical bird.

The last two nicknames, Bleed-
ing Kansas and The Battleground
of Freedom, refer to the blood-
shed between anti and pro slavery
people in Kansas and Missouri
leading up to the Civil War. Kan-
sas was crucial because it would
enter the Union either as a slave
or free state. Which ever way it
went, it was going to change the
balance between the two.

Now after all that, can you hon-
estly say that Kansas is boring?

Craft And Stitch; Better Homes
And Gardens Christmas Crafts To
Make Ahead; Better Homes And
Gardens Country Bazaar Crafts.

The library has the following
new books in the children’s de-
partment: Amanda Pig And The
Really Hot Day by Jean VanLeeu-
wen; Tiny Goes Camping by Cari
Meister; Young Cam Jansen And
The Substitute Mystery by David
A. Adler; Young Cam Jansen And
The Spotted Cat Mystery by Da-
vid A. Adler.
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REFRESHMENTS — Those touring the St. Francis Emergency Service Building open
house on Saturday enjoyed the treats.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Natural resource sponsors
conference in Wichita

On Feb. 21 through the 23,
six professional societies that
promote the wise use and man-
agement of Kansas’ natural re-
sources are sponsoring the first
Kansas Natural Resources Con-
ference at the Airport Hilton
in Wichita. The theme of the
conference is “Where do trees
belong in Kansas? The Role of
Trees in Kansas Landscape.”
Joan Gienger, District Conser-
vationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, St. Fran-
cis, is among those planning to
attend.

“There’s still time to register,”
said Dan Meyerhoff, steering
committee chairperson. “Regis-
tration information is available
on the Internet at the Web site
http://www.k-state.edu/fisher-
ies/KNRC/RegistrationKNRC.
pdf. Those interested in the
conference theme should find
that the conference speakers,
concurrent sessions, and trade
show will provide a variety of
information.

The Plenary session speak-
ers will address the conference

theme with Dr. Elliott West
speaking on the historical ex-
tent and composition of riparian
forests, particularly in central
and western Kansas, h said Mr.
Meyerhoff. Dr. West is a distin-
guished professor of history at
the University of Arkansas.

Other plenary session speak-
ers are Dr. Jim Sherow, profes-
sor of environmental history
at Kansas State University and
Larry Rutter, retired from the
Kansas State Historical Society.
Speaker biographies are on the
Web site.

There will be over 50 papers
presented during the concur-
rent sessions throughout the
conference, h said Mr. Meyer-
hoff. gWe are excited about
the number of papers and post-
ers to be presented at this con-
ference, and the wide range of
topics should appeal to a broad
spectrum of people interested in
environmental and natural re-
sources topics.

Presentations are divided
among 11 subjects according to
Craig Paukert, Kansas Coopera-

DUAL&FUEL

BUY 2 RADIAL TIRES — GET $100 IN FUEL!*

No other farm tire has more traction — or saves more fuel — than a Firestone with the 23° bar design.
And now you can save even more when you purchase a pair of Firestone radial rear tires!

Now through April 30, 2008, you can get a debit card worth $100 in fuel when you buy two Firestone radial rear tractor tires!

It's money back on the best-selling, best-performing and best-serviced farm tires in America. Nobody builds farm tires like
Firestone and nobody backs them like we do either.

Your Firestone Certified Farm Tire Dealer has the tires you need and the Dual & Fuel rebate form to complete and return for your
debit card. To locate your nearest Firestone Certified Farm Tire Dealer, visit www.firestoneag.com.

CHOOSE THE TRACTOR TIRES THAT SAVE FUEL AND GET A REBATE THAT SAVES MONEY! VISIT YOUR FIRESTONE CERTIFIED
FARM TIRE DEALER TODAY.

ST. FRANCIS TIRE & SERVICE

E. Hwy 36
St. Francis, KS

Firestone

THE LEADER IN THE FIELD

www.firestoneag.com

*0ffer valid from 2/1/08 through 4/30/08. Requests must be postmarked by 5/31/08. Rebate will be delivered in form of debit card valid for purchase of fuel and other products. Limit of one rebate for radial rear tractor
tires per farm, household or person. Offer subject to Terms and Conditions available on rebate form and at www.firestoneag.com. Void where prohibited, taxed or restricted.
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tive Fish and Wildlife Research
Unit at K-State University, who
is handling presentation sched-
uling. A few titles include: Ce-
dar Tree Removal and Its Effect
on Hydrology and Sensitive Fish
and Wildlife Species; Landscap-
ing Agriculture with Conserva-
tion Buffers for Multipurpose
Benefits; The Kansas Forest
Stewardship Program Spatial
Analysis Project: Methods and
Outcomes; Management of Can-
ada Thistle and Musk Thistle
with Milestone® (Aminopyra-
lid) Herbicide; Tree Invasion of
Our Prairies: A Product of Our
Affinities, Fears, and Ignorance.
Check out the rest on the Web
site.

Conference brochure, regis-
tration form, concurrent session
topics, tradeshow exhibiting
information, committee chairs,
and hotel information is avail-
able on the Internet at the Web
site  www.k-state.edu/fisheries/
KNRC. Or, contact Dan Meyer-
hoff, at 785-625-2588 or email
at dan.meyerhoff @ks.usda.gov.
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CD RATES.
| Bank issued, FDIC-insured to $100,000

1-year
Minimum deposit $5,000
3.25% APY*

3.35% APY*
Minimum deposit $5,000

3.55% APY*
Minimum deposit $5,000

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY), effective
2/01/08. Certificates of Deposit (DCs) are
federally insured up to $100,000 (principal
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per
issuing institution. CDs are also federally
insured up to $250,000 (principal and inter-
est accrued but not yet paid) in qualified
retirement accounts per issuing institution.
Subject to availability and price change. CD
values may decline in a rising interest rate
environment, and the market value may fluc-
tuate if sold prior to maturity. The amount
received from the sale of a CD at current
market value may be more than, less than or
equal to the amount initially invested. FDIC
insurance does not cover losses in market
value in these instances. Early withdrawal
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are
net of all commissions. You pay no addi-
tional commissions, annual fees or periodic
charges. The estate feature allows heirs to
redeem the CDs upon the death of an owner
at face value plus interest earned, subject
to limitations. CDs require the distribution
of interest and do not allow interest to com-
pound. CDs offered through Edward Jones
are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide.
$5,000 minimum investment per issuing in-
stitution. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are
registered with the Depository Trust Corp.
(DTC).

Call or stop by today.

Kris Yost

Financial Advisor

114 East 11th

P.0O. Box 647

Goodland, KS 67735

Ofc. 785-899-3611
800-755-4596
kris.yost@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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