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Winnersclaim prizes

Dairy turnoff still on agenda

Chamber awards
three $100 prizes

St. Francis hires new chief of police

Barber still cutting
hair after 50 years

Maifeld
Zweygardt

GRANDMA WAS JUST ABOUT to get ran over by a 

reindeer in the Monday evening grade school Christmas 

program. Taylor Rogers was having fun playing the part of 

Grandma.                                              Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

St. Francis has a new chief of 

police.Deborah Farland, St. Francis, 

accepted the job last week and Scott 

Schultz, mayor, swore her in on 

Friday, Nov. 30.Chief Farland fills the position 

vacated by Troy Gardner in August. 

She comes to the department with 

experience and a bachelor’s degree 

in criminal justice administration 

and management. She was certified 

in law enforcement in Colorado in 

1999. She worked in the Adams 

County Sheriff ’s office where, 

making 30 calls a night, was nothing 

unusual.She and her husband Bill, who 

was also in law enforcement, moved 

to Sterling, Colo. There she worked 

in the Logan County Sheriff ’s 

office. The past year, she has worked 

as a court service officer for the state 

of Kansas, traveling to Goodland.

In order to be certified in Kansas, 

she will attend the Kansas Law 

Enforcement Academy for one 

week.Her first order of business is to 

get the staffing up in the police 

department. Right now, Derek 

Morrow, Sarah Clogston and Dave 

Warren have been running the 

department with Ms. Clogston 

acting as the interim chief. Ms. 

Clogston will  be the chief ’s 

administrative assistant.

“They have done a great job 

of covering and filling while the 

department was going through the 

change,” Chief Farland said.

She hopes to have a full-time 

officer in place by the end of 

December or first of January. She 

will still be looking for another 

officer.Chief Farland does not plan to 

spend her time sitting behind a 

CHIEF OF POLICE, Deborah Farland, talks over matters with Sarah Clogston, administrative 

assistant. Notice the crime scene tape which welcomed the new chief.

See POLICE on Page 8A

St. Francis stores are stocked for 

Christmas shoppers. The St. Fran-

cis Area Chamber of Commerce is 

giving customers an added incen-

tive to stay at home and shop..

Each time people purchase $10 in 

a Chamber business, they can sign 

up for one of three prizes of $100 

scrip to be drawn for on Monday, 

Dec. 17.There are many houses in town 

that are lit up for the holidays. The 

Chamber Lighting Contest will be 

held on Dec. 15 and 16. People are 

urged to keep their lights on those 

evenings so they can be judged 

by last year’s Christmas Lighting 

Contest winners. The lighting win-

ners, along with the winners of the 

children’s poster contest, will be 

announced at the Dec. 17 drawing. 

The drawing starts at 5:30 in front of 

Jaqua Abstract on Main Street.

For more information, check 

the Chamber’s ad on 1B of this 

section.

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

St. Francis barber, Benny Weber, 

will be celebrating 50 years in the 

barbering business. He and three of 

his brothers have been barbers, but 

today, only he and his brother Ron 

are still in the business.
Being one of the younger broth-

ers, Benny was introduced to the 

business in his brother’s barbershop 

as a shoe shiner. At the time, he 

thought he could cut hair as good, 

if not better, than his brother.

Following his graduation from 

high school in Oakley, Mr. Weber 

went to Parks School of Denver 

where he learned how to repair cash 

registers. But, he decided he would 

still like to be a barber so he went to 

barber school in Wichita.

He graduated in 1957 but, in 

those days, it was necessary to work 

under a licensed barber. He worked 

in Atwood, Winona and Ulysses, 

then opened his own barbershop 

in Dighton

THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING going on at the Weber 

Barbershop. Benny Weber cuts Gary Leach’s hair.
Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

The Cheyenne County Com-

missioner met on Friday, Nov. 30, 

where they again discussed the 

highway turnoff project at the Bird 

City Dairy, 2 miles east of the city.

Earlier they had talked about 

turn-off signs posted on both sides 

of the dairy but Dave Flemming, 

road and bridge supervisor, said 

that the engineer for this district 

needs to know before the end of the 

year. The state officials had agreed 

to widen the turnoff but have not 

agreed to pay for part of the asphalt, 

which could cost around $60,000.

More information will be need-

ed.
Mr. Flemming said the new grad-

er had been purchased for $150,000 

with trade-in. It has already been 

brought to St. Francis.
He talked about a grinder that 

Sharon Springs commissioners are 

planning to buy. The grinder will 

grind up about everything but iron 

and tires, and, if purchased, could 

be possibly be brought to Cheyenne 

County on a regular basis. The com-

missioners talked about problems 

associated with the grinder but it 

could decrease the volume at the 

landfill by 150 percent. More infor-

mation will be available later.

They talked about recycling 

cardboard and possibly purchasing 

a trailer or two to put in specific 

places for collection.

Jannelle Bowers, emergency 

medical service director, asked 

that snow tires be put on two ambu-

lances (7B and 11B). Mark Cooper 

at St. Francis Tire had given her 

a bid for $600 for four tires. The 

commissioners agreed to have her 

purchase the tires for the back of 

both ambulances. 
Mrs. Bowers said Randy Teeters 

is moving and that is one less emer-

gency medical technician for

DANCE RANCHERS performed ‘Christmas In Killarney’ 

at the annual program Sunday afternoon. Dancing, left to 
right, are Jessica Pacheco, Matthison Whitzel, Erika Ramos 

and Reagon Beims.                       Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

The second week of the Christ-

mas On Us promotion has found 

four people each winning $50 in 

scrip and five businesses have given 

away Christmas gifts to winners 

holing the winning tickets.

Victor Zweygardt was a two-time 

winner, winning with two tickets 

from a purchase made at Schultz’s. 

He found the one winning ticket in 

the St. Francis Super’s ad and was 

awarded $50 in scrip. The second 

number which had an “*” was found 

in the Ross Manufacturing/Sun-

shine Travel ad.  He drew the partici-

pating business and was presented a 

basket of Amish items from Hilltop 

General Store. He said he plans to 

buy groceries with his scrip.

Beth Maifeld, St. Francis, found 

her winning ticket number in the 

Equity ad and was given $50 scrip. 

She received her ticket at Methodist 

Thrift Store and doesn’t know where 

she will be spending the scrip.

Winning a Christmas gift from the 

Methodist Thrift Store was Jeanne 

Dunn. She found her number in the 

Bier’s Hometown Store ad and pur-

chased items at Goodell’s Floral where 

she received the winning ticket.

See TURNOFF on Page 8A

See PRIZES on Page 8A

See BARBER on Page 8A

front491.indd   1

12/4/07   9:50:31 PM

Kansas Press 2007 Awards
of Excellence

Third Place!

News Story
Murray Fire 

by Karen Krien/Casey McCormick

Third Place!

Local Business Story

Benny Weber by Karen Krien

By Karen Krien

karenk@nwkansas.com

His dream had come true, but in 

minutes it w
as gone.

Rex Murray, who liv
es south 

of W
heeler, h

ad gotten up early 

Thursday morning to put the finish-

ing touches on his sh
op and hunting 

lodge. It w
as about 1 p.m., he said, 

when he turned around and saw 

smoke. As hard as he trie
d, he could 

not extinguish the flames, w
hich 

eventually took two businesses: 30 

years o
f farm tools and 15 years o

f 

a hunting business.

Murray had just m
oved his office, 

his hunting equipment and supplies, 

and other memorabilia into the same 

building where he kept his fa
rming 

tools.
“I lost everything,” he said. “My 

guns —
 some had belonged to my 

grandfather, or my uncle, the dog 

training equipment, d
og tra

iler, 

even my hunting clothes and shoes. 

I lost it 
all.”

Among the items which can prob-

ably never be replaced is a
 photo of 

the dog they use on all of their fli
ers 

and a jacket he had received when 

he took firs
t and second both at 

the National Championship of the 

Upland Classic
 Series, a hunting 

competitio
n.

He wore it e
verywhere, his w

ife 

Sandi Murray said, he was so proud 

of that jacket. H
e kind of lost h

is 

identity, she said, by losing all his 

hunting stuff. H
e doesn’t even have 

a dog leash.

But then Murray could have lost 

his lif
e as well. H

e was in the other 

side of the shop when the fire
 began, 

Mrs. M
urray said, and it w

as tri
cky 

getting out with the smoke and ev-

erything. She said they don’t know 

what caused the fire
. Her husband 

didn’t h
ear anything explode or 

anything, she said.

The fire
 spread north to the acres 

of grassla
nds where Murray takes 

hunters to
 shoot pheasants, q

uail 

and chukkers. A
nd, in those acres, 

he trained dogs fo
r himself as well 

as fo
r other hunters. H

e lost 200 to 

300 pheasants he used for tra
ining, 

his w
ife said.

The Murrays were going to use the 

remodeled area in the building for a 

clubhouse where family, frie
nds and 

hunters could come, relax
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Christm
as in

 St. Francis b
egins Friday 

Thursday fire

destro
ys business;

life
tim

e dreams

Ticket numbers

liste
d in this paper

Check Treasure Hunt

flier inserted this is
sue

By Karen Krien

karenk@nwkansas.com

Look for the ticket numbers in
 the ads 

on the Christm
as On Us pages located on 

pages 1, 2 and 3B in this is
sue.

This is the firs
t week for th

e grand 

Christm
as giveaway and, this y

ear, th
ere 

are more prizes with the numbers. B
esides 

the numbers fo
r $50 in scrip, there will b

e 

chances for a prize at each of the participat-

ing businesses. To claim one of the prizes, 

the ticket must be brought into The Herald 

office, 310 W. Washington, St. Francis, th
en 

matched with the number in the ad.

“It is
 important th

at th
e numbers be 

matched by Monday at 5 p.m. because, on 

Tuesday, new tickets w
ill b

e drawn and 

there will b
e new numbers,”

 said Karen 

Krien, publish
er. “The numbers fr

om the 

week before will n
o longer be good to 

claim a prize.”

Those winning a $50 scrip prize will 

be photographed for next week’s p
apers. 

They will also need to tell how they plan to 

spend the money. Those winning a prize at 

a business w
ill b

e accompanied by a one of 

the staff fr
om The Herald to the business 

where they will b
e pictured with the owner 

and the gift th
ey won.

The Christm
as On Us promotion will g

o 

on for the next three weeks and will e
nd 

on Monday, Dec. 17, with the drawing for 

$1,000 scrip, grand prize, and $100 scrip, 

second prize. Any remaining $50 weekly 

giveaways and business p
rizes th

at have 

not been claimed will a
lso be given away 

at that tim
e.

“It is
 a merry tim

e of the year and giv-

ing away money and prizes makes it e
ven 

more fun,” said Casey McCormick, ad 

manager.

Remember th
e deadline for matching 

the ticket numbers! A
nyone with a ticket 

By Karen Krien

It w
ill b

e like a fairy wonderland as the 

fifth
 Light Parade comes down St. Francis’ 

Main Street sta
rting at 6 p.m. on Friday. 

What makes it e
ven more spectacular, is t

he 

floats w
ill g

o back up the stre
et so people 

won’t m
iss a

nything and they will b
e able 

to see both sides of the float.

People are asked to not move their cars 

until th
e parade has gone back up the stre

et 

to the school.

There have been reports o
f people making 

their flo
ats in

 garages and storage buildings. 

There should be more lights, m
aybe more 

music and, at the end, Santa Claus.

The parade is o
ne of the activities mark-

ing the Christm
as Opening in St. Francis 

sponsored by the St. Francis A
rea C

hamber of 

Commerce
. Gloria B

race
lin, Chamber se

cre-

tary,
 rem

inds people, w
ho are 

still 
undecid

ed 

about what th
eir f

loat w
ill be, th

at th
ere i

s no 

theme —
 just Christm

as. E
ntries

 can be flo
ats, 

fourwheele
rs, h

orse a
nd buggies, 

hayrack
s, 

walking individuals —
 The lim

its o
f an entry 

are e
ndless.

There are two rules: 1) no Santas on floats 

(it m
ay confusing to small children if th

ere 

is m
ore than the “real” Santa at the end of 

the parade); and no candy thrown (it is
 dark 

and drivers m
ay not see a child dart out after 

candy and there could be an accident).

At the end of the parade, Santa will h
op 

off his ri
de at Bankwest w

here he will b
e 

talking to children and giving out candy. 

This is
 an opportune tim

e for parents and 

grandparents to
 bring their cameras for that 

special photo.
Remember to vote

Secretary Bracelin reminds people to vote 

for their fa
vorite float. Entries can be picked 

up at Owens True Value, Stuart’s 
Jewelry, 

Schultz’s, S
ainty Stitches, D

onna’s G
ift 

Palace and Main St. Coffee.

The entry with the most v
otes will r

e-

ceive the People’s C
hoice Award and will 

have the honor of displaying the plaque 

for the next year. Last year’s w
inner was 

a three-way tie between Hillto
p General 

Store/Hometown Market; L
awn Ridge 

4-H Club and the Samaritan Village.

Other activities

Other activities on Friday include: the 

Treasure Hunt, collecting tickets fo
r draw-

ings to be held on Dec. 1
7, a so

up supper, a
nd  

shopping.

CITY CREW was busy Monday before the cold 

weather moved in and had the Main Street Christ-

mas lig
hts u

p and they were twinkling that evening. 

It se
ems to

 complete the Christm
as sp

irit. P
ictured in 

the bucket is 
Paul Larson; center is J

ohn Larson and 

Eric Fiala.      
       

       
       

     H
erald staff photo by Karen Krien

By Karen Krien

karenk@nwkansas.com

The Treasure Hunt has become a Christ-

mas tra
dition in St. Francis. P

eople remem-

ber lo
oking for Treasure Hunt numbers 

when they were children and look forward 

to walking down the streets, checking 

their number against th
ose hanging in the 

windows. W
hile on the Treasure Hunt, 

they often meet frie
nds, neighbors and old 

acquaintances. It 
is lik

e an alumni reunion 

to many.

The Treasure Hunt will b
egin at 4 p.m. 

on Friday, the Christm
as Opening in St. 

Francis. T
here are 21 businesses participat-

ing in the Hunt and all w
ill h

ave a long list 

of numbers to
 check. If a

 number matches, 

there is a
 prize or gift in

side.

Many of th
e stores will b

e offering 

refreshments and in-sto
re sales so

 don’t 

hesitate to take a few minutes to stop in to 

see what is b
eing offered.

Those businesses which will h
ave num-

bers a
re: Schultz’s, F

irst 
National Bank, 

Pizza Hut, O
wens True Value, Donna’s 

Gift P
alace, Video Connection, Massage 

Therapy and Body Works, The Saint Fran-

cis H
erald, St. Francis S

uper’s, 
Stuart’s 

Jewelry, Sainty Stitches, V
ideo Kingdom, 

Empire Motel, C
heyenne Bowl, K

-Store, 

Bankwest, th
e Methodist T

hrift 
Store, St. 

Francis Tire and Service, Main St. Coffee, 

K-Store and the St. Francis E
quity.

Numbers are inserted in this is
sue of The 

Saint Francis H
erald and Bird City Times. 

In order that people on routes will have their 

newspapers b
efore Friday, the newspaper 

has been publish
ed and distri

buted one 

day early. 

Everyone is re
minded to save their num-

bers because, if th
ey didn’t m

atch a number 

on Friday, the number may match those put 

up on Monday, Dec. 17.

“Bring your numbers a
nd come enjoy 

all th
e opening Christm

as fe
stiv

ities in
 

St. F
rancis,”

 said Gloria Bracelin, se
c-

retary of th
e St. F

rancis A
rea Chamber

FIRE RAGES IN THE DISTANCE while firemen fill 
up with 

water again. Firemen were called from Bird City and Sherman 
County to help extinguish the flames.  

 Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

See F
IRE on Page 7A

See T
ICKETS on Page 7A

See H
UNT on Page 7A
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Happy
Birthday

Casey & Kelly

With Love,
from your families
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clear space should be 1/4”.
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Always Think Safety First. 
call 811 Before You Dig.

Aquila reminds you to call the national  Call 

Before You Dig line  at least two working days before 

you plant a tree, build a fence or begin any project 

where you might dig into underground utility lines. 

This  will ensure that the location of any  

underground lines and facilities is clearly marked. 

Don’t take chances. 

A single call to Kansas DIG SAFE will help you avoid  

potential expense – and the possibility of serious or 

fatal injury. For your own safety, remember to call 

before you dig.

Planning those outdoor projects?

Couple planning
June wedding

University
honors
student

Club Clips

St. Francis News

Bridgette Allen and Brian 
Rankin, both of Topeka, are 
plannning a June 7 wedding in 
Washington.

Bridgette is the daughter of Tim 
and Kelly Allen of Clay Center. 
Brian is the son of Ronda Lloyd 
of Clay Center and Riley and Pam 
Rankin of Santa Rosa, Calif. 

The bride-to-be graduated from 
Clay Center Community High 

School in 2001 and, in 2005, 
graduated from Fort Hays State 
University with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in secondary educa-
tion. She teaches Language Arts 
at Washburn Rural High School in 
Topeka.

The prospective groom gradu-
ated in 2000 from Clay Center 
Community High School and, in 
2004, earned a business adminis-

tration degree in marketing from 
Kansas State University. He is the 
assistant manager at Walgreens in 
Manhattan.

Bridgette is the granddaughter 
of Billy and Karen Krien, St. Fran-
cis; and the great-granddaughter 
of Wanita and Ed Kroeplin, Fin-
ley, N.D., and Bill and Leone 
Krien, St. Francis.

Heidi Yonkey of Goodland High 
School was among 51 seniors from 
15 Kansas high schools who were 
honored on April 2 by the Univer-
sity of Kansas Alumni Association 
and Kansas University Endow-
ment.

The seniors were recognized for 
their academic achievements and 
named Kansas Honor Scholars at 
a dinner program at the Northwest 
Kansas Educational Service Center 
in Oakley.

The honors program began in 
1971 and has honored more than 
100,000 students. Scholars rank 
in the top 10 percent of their high 
school senior class and are selected 

regardless of curricula, majors, oc-
cupational plans or higher-educa-
tion goals.

During the ceremony, each stu-
dent received an American Heritage 
Dictionary in hard back and CD 
versions,

David Johnson, director of mar-
keting and Internet services for the 
alumni association, spoke to the stu-
dents and their parents and guests.

Jeff and Nona Mason are county 
coordinators for Sherman County.

The Cheyenne County Hospital 
Guild met at the Senior Center on 
Monday, April 8, with 18 mem-
bers present.

The president, Helen Burnham, 
conducted the business meeting. 
Reports were approved and the 
dues for next year were accepted.

A donation will be given to the 
Senior Center in appreciation of 
the use of their building for the 

The Pleasant Hill 4-H Club met 
on April 4. There were 17 mem-
bers present.

Joe Leibbrandt came to give a 
talk on leadership. Afterward, the 
club members practiced the model 
meeting for Regional 4-H Day. 

There was no old business. In 

Tuesday Club met April 8 at the 
Cheyenne Manor with 16 mem-
bers present. Shirley Sherlock and 
Carol Rogers, hostesses, served a 
delicious dessert.

As short business meeting was 
held with election of new officers. 
The new president is Marti Schlit-
tenhardt; vice president is Colleen 
Gardner and secretary-treasurer is 
Mary Lee Frewen.

Donna Zimbelman, program 
chairman, introduced Rose Mary 
Bierig, who told about her trip with 
her son, Jeff to Greece and Turkey. 
This included a cruise ship tour of 
the Greek Islands in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Rose Mary had many 
photographs, books and mementos 

Guild’s meetings.
The Nominating Committee 

presented the list of offices for 
next year. They are Helen Burn-
ham, president; Nola Burrus, vice 
president; Dolores Kincheloe, 
treasurer and Arlene Walz, secre-
tary. The officers were given an 
unanimous vote.

The meeting was adjourned.
Donna Northrup presented an 

Recent visitors in the Leon Merk-
lin home were Mike, Cindy, Kim-
berly, Andrew and Justin Mitchell 
of Wilber, Neb.; Eldon and Doro-
thy Palmer, Alvin and Rudy Zim-
belman, all of Goodland; Marilyn 
Prueit of Harpers Ferry, W.V.; 
Charles and Barb Merklin of Bird 
City; Dennis and Mary Merklin, 
Chris, Heather and Stacey; Brad-
ley Merklin, Pat Rose and Dawson, 
Marion and Betty Miller, Nancy 
Ellefson, Ernie and Marlene Leb-
from, Lucille Price, John Hankins, 
Janice Barnhart, Lavelle Carpen-
ter, Jenni Stimbert, Thelma Raile, 
Ruth Reynolds, Colleen Gardner, 
Holly Hunt and Jordan, Reverend 
Norman Morrow, Francis O’Leary, 

Nina Raile and Pastor Morita Tru-
man, all of St. Francis.

Betty Jean Winston spent 
Wednesday in El Dorado where her 
son Dan was working the week of 
April 7. 

Thursday she attended the North 
Central Activities Association 
League Forensic competition at 
Southeast of Saline High School 
near Gypsum. James (J.J.) Winston 
of Ellsworth High School competed 
in the Improvised Duet Acting cat-
egory. Cindy Winston was also in 
attendance.

Betty Jean spent Thursday night 
and Friday night in Ellsworth be-
fore returning home Saturday.

Cheyenne County Hospital Guild
interesting program about her du-
ties as a cook at the hospital. A 
question and answer period fol-
lowed the presentation.

The hostesses were Dolores Wi-
ley and Helen Burnham.

Next month’s meeting will be a 
salad luncheon on May 5. The host-
esses will be Nola Burrus, Dolores 
Kincheloe and Margaret Shay. Kody 
Krien will present the program.

new business, a motion carried to 
give back T-shirt orders.

The club members then discussed 
the plans for the pool party.

Demonstrations were given by 
Jandy Dunn and Emileigh Dinkel. 
A hunting safety talk was given by 
Garrett, Laura and Grady Brunk.

Refreshments were served by 
the Dunn and Keller families.

On Friday, April 6, the club 
members did the model meeting 
in Brewster for Regionals. After-
ward, the club had a swimming 
party.

Christina Schoenrogge, reporter

Pleasant Hill 4-H Club

St. Francis News
to show, including Turkish towels 
(which are really scarfs), a beauti-
ful rug and jewelry. Everyone en-
joyed cruising without the benefit 
of sea sickness.

Tuesday Club

Visitors of Helen Peter the week 
of April 7 were B.A. and Annabelle 
Prater.

Rankin — Allen
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