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Circus to entertain on Friday, June 13

Relay starts
Friday, goes
all night long

Library celebrates 20th year

More
file for
offices

Wheat field day
set for Wednesday

800 bikers here on Friday

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The St. Francis Public Library 
celebrated it’s 20th anniversary 
with an open house on Wednes-
day, May 28, at the library locat-
ed at 121 N. Scott.

For years, the public library 
as located in the basement of the 
courthouse. In 1978, the library 
was given a gift of $87,418 from 
the Wilhelmina Neitzel estate. 
The money was to be used for a 
new library.

The gift, coupled with the 
growth in services, encouraged 
the board to apply for  federal 
funds to build a new library.

The board was Mike Day, Jo-
sephine Churchill, Elaine Kite, 
Rodney Bracelin, Carl Werner, 
Tina Andrist and Debbie Grace. 
The librarian was Becky McA-

tee. The board and librarian pre-
pared the application. Then Mr. 
Day, Mrs. Kite, Mr. Werner and 
Mrs. McAtee appeared before 
the State Library Commission in 
Topeka on April 25, 1986, where 
they requested the application, 
culminating in a construction 
grant for $134,366. This, with 
the Neitzel estate and donations 
from the community, provided 
the funds for the new library.

The building was completed in 
August 1987.

Today’s library is Pat Leib-
brandt. Assistant is Kathleen 
Ewing; and Colleen Shannon 
is a substitute. Board members 
are: Dave Morrow, chairman; 
Marti Schlittenhardt, secretary/
treasurer; Kenny Roberson, Rob 
Schiltz, Virginia Cooper, Kris 
Blair and Colleen Gardner.

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

St. Francis may be one of the 
prettiest towns in the area. Often 
as people whiz through on U.S. 
36, they don’t realize what is north 
of the access road.

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

On Friday, June 13, people 
will want to go to the north side 
of the Good Samaritan Village on 
U.S. 36 to watch the activity as 
the Culpepper and Merriweather 
Circus turns the area into a bus-
tling circus city. Animals will be 
unloaded, the Big Top is erected 
and rigging is prepared for per-
formances later in the day. 

Coming during the setting up, 
people can mingle with the circus 
family, tour the circus grounds 
and learn interesting facts about 
the performers. The circus crew 
addresses topics such as hygiene, 
grooming and the veterinary care 
the animals receive.

The raising of the Big Top be-
gins between 9:30 and 10 a.m 
on June 13. However, the shows 
will begin at 5 and 7:30 p.m.

Young and old alike will en-
joy the circus. There will be 
performing camels, high-wire 
acts, a trapeze act, high-flying 
troupe, unicycles, clowns, 
dogs, ponies and birds, just to 
name some. 

This is the third season of us-
ing completely original music 
by composer Matt Margucci. 
The circus crew is the only old-
fashioned tented circus using 

an original music score. 
Brought to town by the St. 

Francis Lions Club, the cir-
cus is held the same day as the 
Stearman Fly-In. Many people 
from St. Francis and around the 
area are expected to attend the 
circus. For more information 
about the times and prices, see 
the ad located in this issue of 
The Saint Francis Herald.

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

There could be up to 800 bikers, 
along with their sponsors, arriving 
in St. Francis for an overnight stay 
at the high school on Friday.

This is the 34th year of the 
most extensive bicycling event in 

Kansas history — a 496-mile ride 
across the state. The eight-day ride 
starts at the Kansas Colorado line 
with a single route. 

All of the restaurants will be ca-
tering to the bikers. The Knights of 
Columbus members will be serv-
ing spaghetti to riders on Friday 

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Those Cheyenne County resi-
dents wanting to run for an office in 
the courthouse need to file by noon 
on Tuesday, the filing deadline.

Clerk Terry Miller reported the 
filings for offices are coming in to 
the clerk’s office and two more had 
completed the forms. They are Mr. 
Miller (R), clerk; and Dolores Je-
nik (R), treasurer.

Robert Van Allen (R) has filed 
for Magistrate Judge. He has al-
ready served one term.

Craig Van Allen (R) is filing for 
county sheriff. He was appointed 
to the position after Troy Gardner 
resigned.

Mary Morrow (R) has filed for 
register of deeds. She currently 
serves this office.

Ray Lee (R)and Dale Patton (un-
affilated) have both filed for the po-
sition of District 2 commissioner. 
Because Mr. Patton is unaffiliated, 
he will not be placed on the ballot 
until the November election.

Carl Jenkens (R) has filed for the 
office of treasurer.

County offices which have no 
one filing as of Tuesday are: coun-
ty attorney and District 3 commis-
sioner. Mr. Miller said there have 
been several people picking up 
petitions and/or asking for more 
information..

Flowers add color
St. Francis people take pride in 

their yards and gardens, whether it 
be vegetable or flower gardens. To 
encourage people to set out flow-
ers and beautify their homes is 
Bonnie Zweygardt.

MASTER GARDENER, Bonnie Zweygardt, leaves a door 
card at Wilma Lampe’s home. The card is to let the resident 
that their flowers are pretty and the effort is appreciated.

Schedule
6 p.m.: Survivors register at Shrine 
Pavilion at park. 

Chamber begins barbecue (free-
will offering).

Shriners’ Candy Wagon serving 
till 7 a.m. Saturday.

7 p.m.: Opening ceremony
Posting the Colors
National Anthem
Invocation.
Survivors’ Lap
Caregivers/Family Lap.
Team Lap
7:30 p.m.: Entertainment in 

band shell.
Welcome, Locks of Love, Don 

Love and Friends, Dance Ranch 
students, survivor stories.

Auction of Theme Baskets
Luminaria Ceremony (dusk).
Saturday, June 7
6 a.m.: Pattons and friends serve 

breakfast burritos in the park.
7 a.m.: Closing ceremony.

Friday evening, Sawhill Park will 
be the site for the 2008 American 
Cancer Society Relay For Life for 
Cheyenne County. Former and cur-
rent cancer patients, their families, 
friends, civic organizations and the 
public are encouraged to take part in 
this signature event to raise money 
for the fight against cancer.

During the 12 hours,  Darren Ken-
nedy, disc jockey from Goodland, 
will be playing all through the night 
to help keep the walkers awake and 
enthusiastic.

The events will begin at 7 p.m. 
with the opening ceremony and the 
Survivor’s Lap around the park and 
continue throughout the evening 
and until 7 a.m. on Saturday morn-
ing.

“Come on down to our historic 
park and join in the events surround-
ing the Relay,” said Gloria Bracelin, 
Relay chairman. “Check the list of 
events with this article and come 
enjoy the entertainment in the park 

The wheat looks good in some 
areas of the county while, in other 
areas, the drought has taken its toll. 
Find out just how bad or good it is, 
what types of wheat are best for the 
area and what’s new in the wheat 
field on Wednesday, June 11.

Cheyenne County Wheat Field 
Day will be held starting at 5:30 
p.m. at the field plot located 4 miles 
south of Wheeler on K-27, they 1/4 
mile west on Road J. The plot be-
longs to the Junior Smull family.

A meal, sponsored by the county 
grain dealers, will be held follow-
ing the tour of the wheat plot, ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m., at Green-
line Inc., at Wheeler. 

Speakers at the field plot and 
at the dinner will be Jim Shroyer, 
K-State wheat specialist; Brian 
Olson, K-State northwest Kansas 
area agronomist; Dan O’Brien, 
K-State northwest Kansas area ag 
economics; and Jeanne Falk, K-
State multi-county agronomist.

SKEETER, THE CLOWN entertains children and residents at the Good Samaritan Village Tuesday morning.

Besides a wide variety of 
books, magazines and other pub-
lications, the library offers inter-
net on their computers, books on 
tapes and CDs, rotation books, 
videos, Interlibary Loans, make 
copies, and a free table with 
magazines. 

Through the year, they have 
Story Hour for pre-school chil-
dren; the summer reading pro-
gram and summer fun sessions.

ST. FRANCIS PUBLIC LIBRARY Board hosted a 20th year celebration on May 28. Pat 
Leibbrandt, librarian, left, watches as Troy Gardner gives his daughter, Julianna, a cookie. 
Grandma and board member, Colleen Gardner is enjoying the afternoon as well as being 
with her family.                                                                           Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

night. The next morning, Main St. 
Coffee, Diamond R and the swim 
team kids will provide breakfast, 
giving the riders a good start for a 
long day of cycling.

After their overnight stay in St. 
Francis, the bikers will be stop-

See  FLOWERS on Page 9

See BIKERS on Page 9

See RELAY on Page 9
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Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
• Comprehensive bite analysis
• TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation
•  I.V. Sedation for all dental procedures 
   including surgical removal of wisdom teeth 
• Dental Implants: surgical placement 
   and restoration
• Complete endodontic services (root canal) 
  molar and anterior teeth  

• Extensive cosmetic procedures
• Laser periodontal (gum disease) therapy
• Esthetic crown and bridge restorations; 
   all ceramic (no metal)
• General dental procedures: cleanings, 
   tooth colored fillings, partial dentures, 
   biologic dentures

Business Card 
Directory

To list your business drop us a card!
Call  785-332-3162 today.

Western Kansas Center for Comprehensive 
Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS
460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

J

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized 
prescriptions for 
patients with 
unique medical
situations 
requiring 
unique medical
solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237
(800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Water Well
Service
•Windmills
•Stock Wells
•House Wells

B's Pump & Well
Rex Smith

785-899-6302 ~ Goodland, KS

Heritage Corner Cafe

104 W. Bressler Bird City, KS
1950s Soda Fountain

Hours:
Mon. & Fri: 7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Tues: & Thurs.: 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat.: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sun: 9:30 - 2 p.m.

Phone: 785-743-2275

email: heritagecornercafe@yahoo.com

1-866-500-6210

Kelli Githens
CTX Mortgage Company

Giving back to the Great Community I was raised in and
meeting your home financing needs. Local references

available about the Great Care you will receive.
Toll Free • 888-749-4253

Cell • 303-257-3766

kelli.githens@ctxmart.com
www.kelligithens.com CTX Mortgage Company

UPCOMING AUCTION
SELLERS; Jimmy J. Bowles & Et al

SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH, 2008, 10 A.M.
LOCATION: 4-H Building, N. Hwy. 25, 

Atwood, KS 67730

Selling: 
Gleaner Combine, Car Trailer, 

Furniture, Appliances, 
Shop & Lawn Tools

CALL GLAD REAL ESTATE 
ROCKY HAYES, AUCTIONEER

Office # 785-626-2039 / Home # 785-626-9600
Visit our website for photos @ www.gladrealestate.com

Northwest Kansas Juvenile Services is now accepting 
applications for the position of Juvenile Supervision 
Officer. The position will be based in Hays, KS. This 
position involves supervising high risk juvenile offend-
ers, making appropriate referrals, coordinating with 
community agencies, and monitoring the juvenile’s 
compliance with the program. Applicants must have 
excellent organizational and time management skills. 
A Bachelors Degree is required; bilingual a plus. Sal-
ary is $30,000.00 with employment beginning July 1, 
2008. Recent college graduates encouraged to apply. 
Send resume to:

 Peggy Pratt, P.O. Box 89, Oberlin, KS 67749. 
All resumes are due by June 16,2008. EOE.

HELP WANTED

Truck Drivers 
(owners/operators) with walking floor trailers 

(live bottom) needed for year-round work.  
Call David or Sheila at 1-800-984-4460 or 

816-746-9700.

NEEDED

Mrs. Zweygardt said people may 
wonder what she is doing as she 
runs up to the front door and leaves 
a door hanger announcing that she 
thinks this resident has done an out-
standing job in adding color to their 
home and yard.

Mrs. Zweygardt is a Master Gar-
dener, along with Candi Douthit and 
Joe Leibbrandt. They are participat-
ing in the K-State Horticulture Ex-
tension and the Kansas PRIDE pro-
gram called “Our Community...A 
More Colorful Place.”

People decorate the community 
with bright holiday lights and deco-
rations during the holiday season.

Why, Mrs. Zweygardt asked, do 
we decorate downtown, businesses 
and our front yards for the holidays? 
Because was feel our quality of life 
is better when we decorate the com-
munity, she said.

It is important to extend this qual-
ity of life into the spring, summer 
and fall. As spring began, many 
people in St. Francis set out pots 
of colorful flowers on their porches 
and in front of businesses.

It would be wonderful to see 

ping overnight in Atwood, Norton, 
Smith Center, Beloit, Washington, 
Sabetha and Horton. Other towns 
they will be going through are Bird 
City, Oberlin, Phillipsburg, Cawker 
City, Cuba, Marysville and Hia-
watha.

Horton will be the last stop where 
all the bikers will gather. The fol-
lowing morning, they will cycle to 
the state line at Atchison where they 

while we raise thousands of dollars 
for the cure of cancer.”

Beginning at 6 p.m., the Chamber 
of Commerce will be serving a free-
will donation barbecue at the Shri-
ners’ pavilion. The public will enjoy 
this “picnic in the park.” The Chey-
enne County Shrine Candy Wagon 
will be serving drinks, popcorn, 
snow cones and cotton candy with 
all the proceeds from both organiza-
tions going to the Relay.

The Dale Pattons and friends will 
be serving breakfast burritos at 6 
a.m. Saturday, again, with all pro-
ceeds going to the Relay.

Part of the fun are the campsites 
set up by the Relay teams. Someone 
from each team will be walking laps 
around the park all night as they 
walk through to the dawn of a new 
breakthrough in cancer research. 
Dara Loyd and Holly Keller have 
planned fun activities for everyone 
throughout the night.

Relayers will have several op-
portunities to register for some 
“cool prizes” to be given away at 
the closing ceremony on Saturday 
morning.

After the opening ceremony and 
Survivor’s Lap, there will be many 
events taking place in the band 
shell. These include the “Locks of 
Love,” where people donate at least 
10-inches of their hair to be made 
into wigs for cancer survivors. Lo-
cal beauticians will cut their hair, 
then take them to their shops and 
give them a stylish cut. Survivors 
will share their stories and there will 

Smull Zweygardt Lambert Schlitz

Students receive
citizenship award

Two seniors, two eighth grad-
ers receive Citizenship Awards

Two St. Francis high school 
seniors, Lauren Zweygardt and 
Gavin Smull, were awarded the 
Kansas State High School Activ-
ities Association’s annual Citi-
zenship Award at the high school 
awards assembly. Junior high 
citizenship winners were Isaac 
Schiltz and Ashland Lambert. In 
the junior high two eighth-grade 
girl and two boys were selected 
for the runner-up Citizenship 
Awards. This year’s recipients of 
the Principal’s Award were Ross 
Nicklos, Gavin Cooper, Allison 
Grice and Tilyn Bell.

“The Citizenship is chosen by 
rating scales filled out by teach-
ers,” said Scott Carmichael, 
principal. “These scales are also 
a part of the whole scholarship 
process, but the Citizenship part 
is it’s own entity.”

Criteria for earning the pres-
tigious citizenship award is re-

spect, responsibility, reverence 
and concern. Teachers nominate 
the students using the following 
guidelines.

• Students show respect at all 
times for the flag, national an-
them and the Constitution; show 
respect for students and citizens 
of the school and community re-
specting both public and private 
property; demonstrate a toler-
ance and respect for the religious 
convictions of others.

• The student is willing to as-
sume citizenship responsibili-
ties in school and the commu-
nity; works to hold school pride 
through active participation in 
those projects which publicize, 
honor or beautify the school, 
displays good sportsmanship and 
is friendly toward new students 
and encourages them to become 
involved in school activities.

• The student shows reverence 
and concern for life.

FLOWERS
RELAY

be entertainment by Don Love and 
friends as well as Dance Ranch stu-
dents.

The auction of “Theme Baskets” 
will be held again. They will be auc-
tioned by Skip and Betty Petersen 
and the crew of Western Auction 
and Real Estate.

“Come and enter into the fun, buy 
fabulous theme baskets and help us 
raise money for cancer research,” 
said Mrs. Petersen.

The highlight of the evening will 
be the Luminary Service. It will 
begin at around 9:45 p.m. with the 
lighting of the many candles in 
white bags. Each of these bags is 
in honor of a cancer survivor or in 
memory of a loved one who did not 
win their battle with cancer.

While the candles are being lit, 
the names of the honorees will be 
read over the public address system 
in the band shell. 

“It is an awesome sight to see the 
sidewalk and band shell lined with 
flickering candles and, depending 
on the weather, they will stay lit 
all night into the dawn,” said Bet-
ty Louden, one of the committee 
members.

There are a couple of new activi-
ties this year: The “Memory Gar-
den” tent is where people can come 
early and decorate a star in honor of 
a cancer survivor or in memory of 
someone who has lost their battle to 
cancer. This star can be carried with 
the walker as they walk laps.

Quilt squares will also be in the 
tent for survivors to sign for family 
members/friends to place the name/
names of loved ones lost to cancer. 
The squares will be made into a 
quilt to be given away at the 2009 
county Relay.

Also new is the “Fight Back” cer-
emony to be conducted at 2 a.m. in 
the band shell.

Remember, do not bring bikes, 
skateboards, scooters or roller 
blades to the park, as they might in-
terfere with the walkers..

There are many sponsors for this 
events, and it is this generosity that 
make funds available to American 
Cancer Society for necessary re-
search.

The Committee has been work-
ing for months to bring you a qual-
ity evening in the park to raise 
thousands of dollars for American 
Cancer Society.

“Come and join us for a memo-
rable and fun evening in the park 
as we “celebrate” the lives of those 
who have had cancer, “remember” 
those we have lost, and “fight back” 
against a disease that takes too 
much,” said Mrs. Bracelin. “The 
entire Relay for Life Committee has 
been working for months to bring a 
quality evening in the park to raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society.”

beautiful flowers along both sides 
of Main Street, she said. Pots of 
flowers on each side of the door to 
every business and delightful spots 
of color in every front yard. These 
small but beautiful touches will cre-
ate a community to be proud of, she 
said.

“A colorful community is a more 
appealing place to live, work, shop, 
play and visit,” Mrs. Zweygardt 
said. “When citizens are proud of 
their community, they become en-
gaged and look for more ways to 
improve their town. They are happy 
and positive in their approach to the 
community.”

The program seeks to build com-
munity pride and engage all compo-
nents of the community. The Exten-
sion office, located in the basement 
of the courthouse, has the technical 
expertise to advise citizens on which 
plants grow best in Kansas and how 
to plant, water fertilize and care for 
flowers. There is also a list of flow-
ers which grow best in this area.

Stop by and talk to Agent Leib-
brandt or contact Mrs. Zweygardt or 
Mrs. Douthit for more information.

Annual family reunion held
The 10th Schlepp reunion for 

descendants of Jacob and Chris-
tina Lauer Schlepp was held May 
24, at the St. Francis Senior Cen-
ter. Hosting the occasion were 
Melvin Schlepp, Mildred Barn-
hart, Marlene Lebfrom and Con-
nie Williams (who was not able to 
attend).

Fifty-four relatives and friends 
signed the guest book during the 
evening activities. Family pictures 
and scrapbooks were on display.

Jacob brought his family (wife, 
Christina, and four children, 
Christina, Lena, Jacob and John) 
to America in 1909 from Russia. 
His parents, Jacob and Christina 
Dockton Schlepp came to Amer-
ica in 1899 and encouraged their 
son to come to Cheyenne County.

The family appreciated the 
beautiful decorated cake that aunt, 
Ella Monroe, of Anacoste, Wash., 
(the only surviving sibling of the 
11 Schlepp children), provided for 
the evening meal.

Jack Locklin Jr., gave the invo-
cation for the 6 o’clock evening 

meal. Following the meal, visiting 
and fellowship, Cara Hunt had the 
program. The guests joined her in 
singing God Bless America. Cara 
then sang a solo, Part of Your 
World from the movie, Little Mer-
maid. Cara’s little brother Jasper, 
sang Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. 

 Pat Rose, was responsible  for 
the program.

The prizes for guessing the 
correct number of lifesavers (33) 
were won by Keith Bracelin and 
Leigh Ann Faulkender. The prizes 
for guessing the correct number 
of red hats (55) were won by Art 
Iness and Clinton Schlepp. Clin-
ton also won “peek-a-boo,” the 
traveling door prize.

Cousins, relatives and friends 
signing the guest book were: Keith 
and Jeanette Bracelin, Goodland; 
Lucille Price; Charles and Vir-
ginia Schlepp, Fremont, Ohio; 
Ernie and Marlene Lebfrom; Jim 
and Mildred Barnhart; Delephine 
Geter, Wichita; Alvin and Sylvia 
Zimbelman, Goodland; Eldon and 
Dorothy Palmer, Goodland; Mike, 

Ginger and Dusti Chadwick, 
Goodland; Leon and Darlene 
Merklin and Mitchell Schlepp. 

Also attending were Clinton 
and Vicki Schlepp, Wray, Colo.; 
Jack Locklin Jr. and Sheree Lock-
lin; Andrea Locklin; Ben and Amy 
(Locklin) Boyd, Heidi (Locklin) 
Hudgens and Billy Hudgens, all 
of Pace, Fla.; Sandy and Tom 
Bandel, Mike Bandel, Leigh Ann 
Faulkender; Matt, Mila, Kyla 
and Karly Bandel; Judy Vaughn, 
Cope, Colo.; Bradley Merklin, Pat 
Rose; Melvin and Louise Schlepp; 
Lenard Schlepp, Hazel Douthit; 
Reuben Hilt, Seattle, Wash.; Leila 
Hilt, Hulda Raile, Art and Verla 
Inness, Denver, Colo.; Gina, Cara 
and Jasper Hunt, and Barb Ew-
ing.

Coming from the longest dis-
tance were Charles and Virginia 
Schlepp, Fremont, Ohio, and Jack 
and Sheree Locklin and their fam-
ily (seven) of Pace, Fla.

The next Schlepp reunion will 
be Memorial weekend of 2010.

BIKERS
will finish and then enjoy a celebra-
tion picnic.

Many of the riders will be from 
Kansas, but entries have been re-
ceived from as many as 40 other 
states and Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Other states include some as far 
away as New York, Maryland, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
Maine, Wisconsin, Iowa and Cali-
fornia.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Club Clip
Pleasant Hill 4-H Club

The Pleasant Hill 4-H meeting 
was called to order on May 7 at 7 
p.m. Flag salutes were led by Jake 
Faulkender and Brady Dinkel. Rea-
gan Beims and Emileigh Dinkel led 
the club in sing “Happy Birthday” 
to Brady Dinkel. There were 13 
members present.

There were no minutes or old 
business. In new business, it was 
decided where to go on the fun day 
and to do a poster tour. 

A lawn mower safety talk was 
given by Jake and Jude Faulikend-
er and Reagan and Payton Beims. 

Demonstrations were by Reagan 
and Payton Beims.

The game played was freeze tag. 
Refreshments were served by the 
Beims and Straub families.

Christina Schoenrogge, reporter

Student News
Fort Hays State University
Heath Owens of St. Francis has 

met the required standards of aca-
demic excellence and had been 
named to the Fort Hays State Uni-
versity dean’s honor roll for the 
spring semester.


