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GOD SAYS
So when they continued asking him, 
he lifted up himself, and said unto 

them, He that is without sin amoung 
you, let him first cast a stone at her.

John 8:7

Is Barack Obama
an American patriot?

Is Barack Obama a patriot?
Was he before he started wearing an American 

Flag pin?
Does it matter whether he salutes the flag during 

the Pledge of Allegiance or the National Anthem?
What about his wife, Michelle? 
Do we care if she’d ever been proud of her country 

before her husband’s victory in the primaries?
Does all that matter?
Yes, and maybe no.
Everything the candidates say, everything they do, 

everything their families and friends and supporters 
do and say, means something.

Sen. Obama didn’t used to wear a flag pin, not un-
til opponents started to point that fact out.

Now, he wears one some days.
That probably says something about how he feels 

about patriotism and the flag. Or maybe it only says 
something about how he feels about flag pins.

A lot of people don’t wear one every day. That in-
cludes a lot of politicians.

It’s a sign Barack Obama is not Lou Dobbs, the 
anti-immigration CNN commentator.

But not a sign, necessarily, that he’s anti-Ameri-
can. If he didn’t love this country, why would he give 
up his former life to serve it?

His wife’s comments, while not exactly politic 
when you think about them, should not be surpris-
ing, coming from a young, activist woman in her 
situation. 

She didn’t say she didn’t love her country. She just 
said — whether she meant it or not — that she’d 
never been proud of it before. Probably, she meant 

she never had been so proud of it before.
And you can’t fault her for that. A lot of people 

might agree.
Then there’s the comments this weekend by for-

mer Gen. Wesley Clark, who disparaged Sen. John 
McCain’s military record by saying it didn’t neces-
sarily qualify him to be commander in chief.

Gen. Clark, a former NATO commander, probably 
thinks his experience is superior, but voters have said 
otherwise. His campaign for president, like Sen. Mc-
Cain’s fighter jet, went down in flames.

Capt. McCain, a Navy pilot who spent five years 
as a prisoner of war after his plane was shot down 
over Vietnam, took offense. 

And while it’s true that the Arizona senator and 
probable Republican nominee never advanced to 
flag rank, as his father had, he has served for years 
in the U.S. Senate, overseeing in part the nation’s 
foreign affairs. 

In any event, his military experience far exceeds 
Sen. Obama’s. 

Who’s most qualified to be commander in chief? 
The voters will have to decide.
Our view is that voters will divine something about 

the Obamas’ thinking from their comments and actions. 
Some will like it, some will not.

The same can be said for the candidates’ experience. 
Some may want a leader who’s never been in the 

military, who brings “fresh” thinking to the White 
House after a few years in the Senate. 

Others will want a seasoned veteran of both 
worlds.

In November, we’ll know.            — Steve Haynes

scmccormick@nwkansas.com
I’m sure you’ve heard about 

Hoagie’s accident.
Scott “Hoagie” Carmichael 

was injured in a motorcycle crash 
while he was trying to get to his 
son, Lucas, who had also gone to 
the hospital.

To make a long story short, Lu-
cas is fine, but his dad is still in 
intensive care at St. Anthony Cen-
tral in Denver. Hoagie, who al-
ready had weakened lungs due to 

a previous illness, is now getting 
help from machines to breath and 
needs his broken ribs to heal.

I’m writing about this because I 
can relate to where my friend is at. 
One day I wasn’t feeling so well 
and soon I was at a Denver hospi-
tal and very close to death.

Now, because of Hoagie, I know 
how my loved ones and friends 
felt. The feeling is helplessness. I 
wish I could do something to ease 
his pain and bring Hoagie back to 

the way he was.
From my own experience I 

know of one thing that we all can 
do to help Hoagie. That is to pray 
for his recovery.

I don’t mean to preach. But the 
power of prayer is amazing. Folks 
I didn’t even know were sending 
messages out that helped me re-
cover. I can tell you, it works!

 New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Betty Stroup, Ben-
kelman, Neb.; Nina Raile, St. 
Francis; Mrs. William Black, 
Jonesboro, Ariz.; St. Francis Li-
brary, St. Francis; Kelly Frewen, 
St. Francis; Mary Lee Frewen, St. 
Francis; Margaret Bucholtz, St. 
Francis; Doug and Marla Ross, St. 
Francis; Neil Burrows, Wichita; 
Dan Winston, Ellsworth; Leigh 
Legere, Overland Park; Bill Peter, 
St. Francis; Edmond Baker, Do-
than, Ala.; David Warren, St. Fran-
cis; Elmer Brunswig, St. Francis; 
Arnold Magley, Bird City; Sheila 
Davis, Denver, Colo.; Stanley Lit-
tle, Mesquite, Texas; Julie Brunk, 
St. Francis; Ruth Britton, Mission; 
Robert Wilbur, Montrose, Colo.; 
Isernhagen LLC, Fort Collins, 
Colo.; Chasiti Gerstenkorn, High-
lands Ranch, Colo.; Matt Bandel, 
St. Francis; Kay Manion, Logan; 
Cheyenne County Hospital, St. 
Francis; Bernita Schield, St. Fran-
cis;

Remember spelling it out in 
school — M I S S I S S I P P I 
— the Deep South, where stately, 
tree-shaded antebellum mansions 
line the roads — and the beach?

Not no more, baby.
Our 10th state press associa-

tion meeting was in Biloxi, Miss., 
along the Gulf Coast, where three 
years ago Hurricane Katrina 
wrecked devastation every bit as 
bad as that in New Orleans, just a 
short jaunt down the coast.

Today, people decry the loss 
of the New Orleans of yesteryear 
as the city struggles to rebuild its 
business and commercial base.

Well, it isn’t the only one to 
lose its history. 

Along the beach highway, which 
itself is being rebuilt, scraggly 
trees try to shade the foundations 
of mansions  truly Gone With the 

Wind — and waves.
What has come back are the ca-

sinos. Gambling is legal in Mis-
sissippi, and the glitzy, ritzy pal-
aces of slot machines and poker 
spot the landscape.

There are still a few of the old 
homes, either being renovated or 
rebuilt. One is Beauvoir, the last 
home of the first and only presi-
dent of the Confederate States of 
America, Jefferson Davis.

Beauvoir (say “bow view,” 
or beautiful view, and it is) was 
built in 1848 by James Brown, 
a wealthy plantation owner, as a 
summer home. The next major 
owner was Sarah Dorsey, who 
named it. 

In 1877, Mr. Davis rented a side 
building, once used as a school, 
from Ms. Dorsey. He planned to 
spend his remaining years writ-
ing his memoirs and telling the 
tale of the Confederacy.

Later, he purchased the home 
from Ms. Dorsey, who died short-
ly after the former president had 
made his first payment. She left it 
to him in her will.

The Davis family lived there 
until his death in 1889. The home 
went to his spinster daughter 
Winnie and, when she died, to his 
widow Varina.

It is said that, although she lived 
in gentile poverty and was offered 
up to $90,000 for the property, she 
would not sell Beauvoir. She left 
it as a home for Confederate vet-

erans, their wives and widows. It 
was used for that from 1903 until 
the last widows went into a nurs-
ing home in 1957. The property 
was then turned into a memorial 
to President Davis.

Several hurricanes damaged 
the property over the years, but 
Katrina almost did it in. Three 
days after the storm, photos show 
the partly roofless building in a 
shambles. The outbuildings, in-
cluding the one where Mr. Davis 
first lived, are gone, along with 
the porches, and most of the fur-
niture, paintings and memora-
bilia.

Last week, however, men were 
reglazing windows, hanging and 
repainting frescos on the ceil-
ings and walls. Some furniture 
had been salvaged and refinished 
and two rocking chairs sat on the 
wide veranda porch. Beauvoir 
had taken a hit, but battered and 
torn, had weathered the storm. 

Out front, an equally battered 
statue of Jefferson Davis stands, 
staring out over the highway to 
the beaches of the Gulf. 

In Mississippi, people took 
a long time to come to grips 
with that unpleasantness with 
the North and the carpetbaggers 
who came with Reconstruction. 
They’ll take about that long to 
come to grips with an equally un-
pleasant visitor, Miss Katrina, but 
like Beauvoir, they will.

75 years ago - 1933
Harry Scoby of Atwood, many 

years a resident of St. Francis, 
received an appointment as dis-
trict supervisor of maintenance 
of highways for the district of 
northwest Kansas.

Two-hundred and fifty band 
men will take part in the Tri-
State Municipal Band Conven-
tion in St. Francis. Eight bands, 
each playing individual con-
certs, are to appear on an after-
noon program.

A deal has been made whereby 
A.E. Schilt disposes of his stock 
and merchandise business to 
John Kamla, well known farm-
ers of the south table. Pending 
this, Mr. Schilt is putting on a 
stock reducing sale at the store. 
Mr. Schilt has been in the mer-
cantile business for years and 
has been recognized as one of 
the town’s leading merchants.

Ward Smull received his com-
mission this week and has been 
sworn in as postmaster at Bird 
City.

The finishing touches are be-
ing made this week on the St. 
Francis Theater building. The 
last coat of stucco has been 
placed on the front of the build-
ing and it contained a light-
brown coloring.

45 years ago - 1963
Dr. R. C. Walz will begin 

the practice of medicine July 
8 when he enters the practice 
of his father, Dr. T.J. Walz. He 
and his wife have purchased the 
Woit home at the corner of Web-
ster and River streets.

Miss Madeline Riddell an-
nounced this week that Riddell’s 
Funeral Home in St. Francis has 
purchased the Trickett Funeral 
Home in Bird City.

The Lions Club installed new 
officers at the Monday meeting. 
Those installed were John Kite, 
president; Owens Watkins, sec-
ond vice president; Ed Bucholtz, 
third vice president; Willard Pe-
ter, secretary; Howard Faulk-
ender, treasurer; Warren Gienger 
and Bud Burnham, two year di-
rectors; Loren Bier, Lion Tamer 
and Tobe Zweygardt, Tail Twist-
er. Don Hall, first vice president 
was unable to be present.

Marvin Mills of St. Francis 
is among the Kansas agricul-
tural leaders who will leave next 
month, on a 21-day People-to-
People goodwill tour of Europe-
an farms, including ones in the 
Soviet Union.

The Jo-Lene Shop is celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary. Joe 
Handwek said that his store has 

been located in the same place 
all 20 years.
40 years ago - 1968

The beautiful new Christian 
Church parsonage in St. Francis 
is now completed and occupied 
by Reverend John Bartlett and 
family.

On Saturday, Boy Scouts 
Bruce Jensen, Johnny Henry, 
Stanley Burnhan, Steve Hale, 
Lee Bailey, Randy Goodale, 
Gary Watkins, Mike Frewen and 
Chris Andrist along with Scout-
master John Henry completed a 
50-mile hike along the old But-
terfield Trail, along with 150 
other Scouts and leaders. 

Debbie Rieb is the newly 
installed Honor Queen of the 
St. Francis Chapter of Job’s 
Daughters. Glorianne Burrus is 
the Senior Princess and Leanna 
Gienger the Junior Princess.

More than 60 people attended 
the Cheyenne County Histori-
cal Society meeting held in Bird 
City. Robert Cram was elected 
as the new president. Mayzee 
Schultz is the vice president; 
Dorothy Finley, the secretary; 
Manette Henderson, the treasur-
er and Tobe Zweygardt, Melvin 
Mast and Galen Evans are on 
the board of directors.
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