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BOOSTER SPONSOR

School is just around the corner & what better way to 
show your school support than by being a

Your name or business will
be acknowledged everytime
we run a Booster Ad, and by

being a Booster Sponsor you will be help-
ing to promote school activities & feature 
team photos throughout the school year!
PLUS ... These Booster’s help to make the 

school mascot flag
  possible.

FAIR RESULTS - Coming in August!
4-Her’s •• Let your premium buyers know that you

appreciate them by thanking them in the fair section
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Candidates run for House of Representatives
Incumbent wants
to continue serving

Norcatur man
throws hat in race

A Norcatur man has thrown his 
hat into the race for 120th district 
for the house of representatives 
to give people a choice when it 
comes to election time.

Bob Strevey, registered demo-
crat, has run against incumber 
John Faber, republican, four times. 
Mr. Strevey said he doesn’t have 
any grudges against Mr. Faber, but 
people should have a choice and 
that means there needs to be at 
least two names on the ballot.

Mr. Strevey is a retired teacher, 
with 31 years under his belt. He 
and his wife, Kay, live on the fam-
ily farm outside Norcatur. They 
have three grown daughters Trudi, 
Wendy and Hollie. The couple has 
six grandkids.

Currently he serves as the chair-
man of the Oberlin-Decatur Coun-
ty Area Economic Development 
Corp., on the Norcatur United 
Methodist Church board, on the  
board of directors for the U.S. 36 
Highway Association, president 
of the Norcatur Citizens Alliance 
and on the Hunger Task Force for 
the Kansas West Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.

State representatives ought to 
try to help find ways to help with 
economic development, said Mr. 
Strevey. 

In this part of the state, said Mr. 
Strevey, we should be working to 
get more dams built to stop water 
here, to help recharge the ground 
water. If dams were built in Deca-
tur County, it would be amazing 
what could happen. Mr. Strevey 
said he’s never even heard anyone 
say anything about this.

The state is drawing up the 10 
year highway plan now, said Mr. 
Strevey. This part of the state 
needs to either try to get on that 
plan for U.S. 36 or it will get left 
out.

It’s important with education, 
said Mr. Strevey, that representa-
tives look for what’s best for all 
the kids. It’s not about what works 
for kids in the western part of the 
state and what works in the east-
ern part of the state. Everyone has 
to work together for the greater 
good, he said.

Incumbent John Faber wants to 
continue working for the district 
in the house of representatives.

Mr. Faber has served the 12oth 
district for the past 12 years, in 
Topeka. Mr. Faber was born and 
raised in Rawlins County, which 
is where he lives now and farms.

Mr. Faber said he’s had good 
success over the years as the rep-
resentative for the area and wants 
to continue doing a great job for 
the district.

He is running unopposed on the 
republican ticket for the primary 
and will meet Bob Strevey, dem-
ocrat, in the November general 
election.

It’s important, said Mr. Faber, to 
get the policy makers involved in 
the 120th district and what’s going 
on in this part of the state. Commu-
nities need to be involved in what’s 
going on in Topeka, he said.

Economic development and the 
school districts go hand in had. If 
there isn’t economic development 
the school district will continue to 
lose kids as parents move to areas 
that can provide jobs. With smaller 
schools, the more kids it loses, the 
threat of closing gets closer. When 
schools close, towns die, he said.

As a representative, said Mr. 
Faber,  he has made a case for edu-
cation in western Kansas and why 
it’s important. It needs to be paid 
for at the same level that the state 
is paying for education in eastern 
Kansas. In the bigger cities like 
Topeka and Wichita there is a big-
ger tax base, which means more 
local money can be collected.

Declining enrollment can be 
solved with economic develop-
ment, said Mr. Faber. Everyone 
has to work together.

Mr. Faber said he’s always been 
in favor of wind energy, although 
that doesn’t supply the base needs. 
In 1973 when manufacturers start-
ed to put smog devices on cars and 
making them more pollution free, 
that didn’t mean those companies 
stopped making cars nor did peo-
ple stop driving them. Those com-
panies just started making those 
cars better.

The coal plant would have been 
the cleanest one in the world, said 
Mr. Faber. The contracts for the 
coal were in place and it would 
have been a cheap energy supply. 
It could have brought the cost of 
electricity down.

The two can work together wind 

energy and the coal plant.
Mr. Faber serves as the chair-

man of the agriculture and natural 
resources committee which deals 
with agriculture issues, wildlife 
and parks and water issues. Water, 
he said, is something that will be 
more contentious. There’s a need 
to learn how to conserve more 
water and get the reservoirs back 
up, which will also help with eco-
nomic development.

He also serves on the education 
and budget committee, the educa-
tion committee and the rules and 
regulations committee.

He and his wife Renee have 
three boys, two who live in Colby 
and one who attends college at 
Washburn. They have six grand-
kids.

Obviously in this part of the 
state, he said, school districts are 
losing enrollments, but economic 
development and that goes hand 
in hand. If there’s jobs and the 
community is a good place to 
live people will want to live here, 
which will help with enrollment 
numbers.

A major issue, he said, is Mr. 
Faber’s votes on key questions 
about the environment. There’s a 
law in Kansas which allows the 
setting up of rural water districts 
to help protect the water from pol-
lution by large entities. In 2007 
Mr. Faber supported leadership 
for a five year suspension of that 
law. Without that law in place, 
said Mr. Strevey, anyone could 
have done anything tot he water, 
there wouldn’t have been any pro-
tection on the water in this area. 
Mr. Strevey said he didn’t agree 
with Mr. Faber’s decision on that.

There’s also the wind energy 
and coal debate, said Mr. Strevey. 
During the last legislative session 
was dominated by energy talks, 
he said. It ended up in a loss-loss 
situation because the coal plant 

Funding offered for flood losses

Stepping up to help others can 
yield the unexpected for volun-
teers, said Charlotte Shoup Olsen, 
a Kansas State University Re-
search and Extension family sys-
tems specialist. 

Families who volunteer to help 
others often begin to see each oth-
er in a new light, she said. Seeing 
parents and siblings in a helping 
mode can prompt a comment such 
as “I didn´t know my dad could do 
that.” 

Working together as a family 
also can nurture respect for each 
person and his or her abilities, as 
well as for the family as a unit and 

for the larger, more diverse world, 
Ms. Olsen said. 

Families who would like to 
volunteer as a family might begin 
by working at a community food 
bank, participating in a local fund 
raiser or benefit, or offering to 
help a neighbor who is unable to 
do errands or yard work, she said.

More information on volunteer 
opportunities in the community 
is available at county and district 
K-State Research and Extension 
offices, Chambers of Commerce, 
and school and community orga-
nizations.

Volunteers often see
family in new light

Eric B. Banks, state conserva-
tionist for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), 
has announced an additional 
$1.45 million for financial assis-

tance has been made available to 
Kansas producers who had con-
servation practices damaged or 
destroyed by flooding events in 
Kansas during 2008 that need to 

be repaired and replaced.
Signup date

“Producers need to act quickly 
and sign up for financial assis-
tance by the Aug. 1 deadline,” 
said Mr. Banks. 

“These funds provide an op-
portunity for producers hit by 
flooding to repair and/or replace 
the damaged practices and keep 
their investment and conserva-
tion practices working.”

What’s eligible for financial 
assistance

Any structural or vegetative 
conservation practice originally 
installed with the conservation’s 
services financial assistance 
and/or technical assistance and 
still functioning at the time of 
the flooding would be eligible. 
Practices are not eligible if the 
damage was due to lack of main-
tenance or caused by a non-flood 
related event.

“There are a lot of practices 
out there that would be eligible; 
for example, washed out terrac-
es and grass seedings, damaged 
ponds, and streambank stabili-
zation systems that failed,” said 
Troy J. Munsch, assistant state 
conservationist for programs in 
Kansas.

For more information
Visit your local conservation 

office to learn more about this 
signup. The office is located at 
your local U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Service Center (list-
ed in the telephone book under 
United States Government or on 
the Internet at office.usda.gov. 
More information is also avail-
able on the Kansas Web site at 
www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.

didn’t get built and wind energy 
didn’t move forward. Both sides 
were stubborn and there wasn’t 
any solution.
Part of the political process is 
“you give, I give and that’s how 
you make things work,” said Mr. 
Strevey.

It’s amazing that an overwhelm-
ing majority of people think it’s 
better to buy coal in Wyoming and 
bring it here, then develop wind 
energy here. Wind turbines, said 
Mr. Strevey are clean and western 
Kansas has a good place to put 
those turbines.

Mr. Strevey is running unop-
posed on the democrat ticket for 
representative.

Faber Strevey

Book review from
St. Francis Public Library

Prior Bad Acts
By Tami Hoag

It was a crime so brutal, it 
changed the lives of even the most 
hardened homicide cops. The 
Haas family murders left a scar on 
the community nothing can erase, 
but everyone agrees that convict-
ing the killer, Karl Dahl, is a start. 
Only Judge Carey Moore seems to 
be standing in the way. Her ruling 
that Dahl’s prior criminal record 
is inadmissible raises a public out-
cry - and puts the judge in grave 
danger.

When an unknown assailant at-
tacks Judge Moore in a parking 
garage, two of Minneapolis’s top 
cops are called upon to solve the 
crime and keep the judge from 
further harm. Detective Sam 
Kovac is as hard-boiled as they 

come, and his wisecracking part-
ner, Nikki Liska, isn’t far behind. 
Neither one wants to be on this 
case, but when Karl Dahl escapes 
from custody, everything changes, 
and a seemingly straight-forward 
case cartwheels out of control.

The stakes go even higher when 
the judge is kidnapped - snatched 
out of her own bed even as the 
police sit outside, watching her 
house. Now Kovac and Liska 
must navigate through a maze of 
suspects that includes the stepson 
of a murder victim, a husband with 
a secret life, and a rogue cop look-
ing for revenge where the justice 
system failed.

With no time to spare, the de-
tectives are pulled down a strange, 
dark trail of smoke and mirrors, 
where no one is who they seen 
and everyone is guilty of Prior 
Bad Acts.

Book Review

• The longest one-syllable 
word in the English language is 
“screeched.”

• All of the clocks in the 
movie”Pulp Fiction” are stuck on 
4:20.

• No word in the English lan-
guage rhymes with month, orange, 
silver or purple.

• “Dreamt” is the only English 
word that ends in the letters “mt”.

• All 50 states are listed across 
the top of the Lincoln Memorial 
on the back of the $5 bill.

• Almonds are a member of the 

peach family.
• Winston Churchill was born in 

a ladies’ room during a dance.
• Maine is the only state whose 

name is just one syllable.
• There are only four words in 

the English language which end in 
“-dous”: tremendous, Horrendous, 
stupendous and hazardous.

• Los Angeles’s full name is “El 
Pueblo de Neustra Senora la Reina 
de los angeles de Porciuncula”-
and can be abbreviated to 3.63% 
of its size: “L.A.”

Interesting Facts
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