
The Kansas 
Silver-Haired 
L e g i s l a t u r e 
met during the 
week of Sept. 
29 to pass some 
resolutions and 
to recommend 
laws for the 
state legislature 
to consider in 
the upcoming 
sessions. Rick 
Reeser, St. Francis, the county’s 
representative said that the legis-
lature passed the following resolu-
tions and bills:

• Resolution 2501 urged the 
legislature to help combat preda-
tory payday lending practices and 
predatory practices by consumer 
loan agencies and income tax re-
fund advance lending practices 
that adversely affect elderly and 
other residents of Kansas.

• Resolution 2501 supported 
increased funding for Home and 
Community Based Service pro-
grams and nutrition programs.

• Resolution 2503 requested 
that cities and counties with traffi c 
signals adjust the timing of traffi c 
lights at crosswalks so seniors and 
those with disabilities have ad-
equate time to cross.

• Bill 2504 provided mandatory 
reinstatement of certain insurance 
policies.

• Bill 2505 will put an excise tax 
on wind generated electricity with 
proceeds to go to the Senior Ser-
vices Trust Fund for senior service 
funding.

• Resolution 2506 will support 
the Kansas Silver Plan which is 
modeled after the Amber Alert 
Plan.  The Silver Plan will alert 
and broadcast a search and rescue 
effort when elderly people, unable 
to care for themselves, wander 
off.

• Resolution 2507 urged amend-
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SAVE ON MITSIBISHI’S
BIGGEST, BRIGHTEST AND BEST 
1080P DLP® AND LCD HDTVs!

MITSUBISHI THREE DIAMOND CARD Program Runs Oct. 2, 2008 through Nov. 2, 2008.
**Same as Cash offer on approved Mitsubishi Three Diamond Card purchases. Minimum Payments Required. No Finance Charges 
if purchase paid in full in 1000 days. If purchase not paid in full or Account not kept current, Finance Charges assessed from de-
livery date. Standard Rate of 22.8% APR. Default Rate of 36.8% APR. Minimum Finance Charge: $2. Certain rules apply to the 
allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your card. Call 
1-888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. 
DLP® and the DLP logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Texas Instruments.
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Mitsubishi WD-60735
60 Inch 1080p DLP® HDTV

Featuring Mitsubishi’s
Super-Slim DLP® Design and 6-color Processor

Mitsubishi LT-46246
46 Inch 1080p LCD Flat Panel HDTV

Featuring Mitsubishi’s
Exclusive Ultra-Thin Frame™ and 6-Color Processor

Mitsubishi LT-52148
52 Inch 1080p LCD Flat Panel HDTV

Featuring Mitsubishi’s
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What’s
That
Smell?

While natural gas has an excellent safety record, it is possible to have a 
leak by accident or misuse. You can’t see a leak, but you can smell it. We 
add a harmless odor to make sure you can. Many people compare it to 
the smell of rotten eggs.

If you think you smell natural gas, don’t strike matches, switch 
lights on or off, use the telephone or ring the doorbell. Don’t open any 
windows. Any of these can create a spark that could ignite the natural gas. 

Leave the premises immediately. Leave the door open when you 
exit. Go to a neighbor’s house and call Black Hills Energy’s emergency 
number, (800)-694-8989. Don’t take chances!

For more information on natural gas safety, our other services or your 
bill, visit www.blackhillsenergy.com or call Black Hills Energy Customer 
Service anytime at (888) 890-5554.
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Hospital buys a monitoring system

Legislature meets
to pass resolutions

Birthday
celebrated

Reeser

ments to medical scholarships 
laws to provide assistance for ge-
riatric fellowships.

Silver-Haired Legislature is a 
Kansas mandated body that meets 
annually to recommend laws and 
resolutions that can improve the 
lives of seniors. It is an unfunded 
mandate, so donations to the Sil-
ver-Haired Legislators are appre-
ciated. 

For more information on any of 
these bills and resolutions, have 
questions or ideas for future laws 
or resolution, or want to make a 
donation, contact Mr. Reeser at 
785-332-3997.

Heidi and Ricardo would like to 
announce the recent milestone in 
their daughter’s life.

Naomi Kristina celebrated her 
fi rst birthday on Sept. 13, with a 
Dora the Explorer fi esta. 

Helping her break the pinata in-
cluded her Grandma Kim; great-
grandparents, Kenneth and DeEtta 
Knorr; Pat and Karla Mills, Seth 
and Elijah; great-grandma, Alice 
Straub; Mike, Marje and Bridgette 
Antholz, all of St. Francis; Godfa-
ther and Godmother, Ramon and 
Arais Pacheco and family of Wray, 
Colo., as well as many friends 
from St. Francis. Special guest 
included great-great-grandfather, 
Edwin Meyer of the St. Francis 
Good Samaritan Village.

Naomi Kristina

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

A cardiac monitoring system 
was purchased when the Cheyenne 
County Hospital Board met on Sept. 
25.

Tenille Lee, director of nurs-
ing, had a presentation on the car-
diac monitors. She said the current 
equipment is obsolete and the only 
replacement/repair parts the staff 
can get are refurbished.

The nursing staff has reported in-
terference with the wireless system 
that is now found in some areas. 
Mrs. Lee said the new equipment 
would operate off a designated fre-
quency so the staff would no longer 
have the interference.

She had information on four dif-
ferent companies: -  Nihon Kohden, 
$80,988; Welch Allyn, $108,652.71; 
Datascope, $121,539.20; and Faku-
da Denshi, $74,647.08.

She recommended the Nihon 
Kohden for several reasons: 

• The software is user friendly.
• It has the 72-hour storage.
• It has a 5-year warranty.
• It has a smaller footprint.
The system, she said, has the 

range of features the nursing staff 
wanted on the monitoring system.  
Also, Goodland, Oakley and Tri-
bune’s hospitals are using this brand 

and type of equipment and are very 
satisfi ed with it.

The board agreed to purchase the 
Nihon Kohden monitoring system.

 In the future, Les Lacy, hospital 
administrator, said there may be a 
need to look at upgrading the CT 
machine. The CT was purchased 
in September 2004, and was on 
a 5-year lease which is up next 
year. 

Our current model, he said, 
uses single slice technology.  He 
showed the board images from the 
hospital’s machine and a 16-slice 
machine, indicating that the next 
machine would need to be a step 
forward in technology. 

Board reports
Traci Neitzel, board member, 

said she talked to a new father who 
reported how well he and his fam-
ily had been treated at the hospital 
and that the staff was professional 
as well as caring. They were very 
pleased!

Kari Gilliland, board member, 
reported from her own experience 
in the labor/delivery room. She said 
the staff and facility was great and it 
was a good experience. 

She mentioned that, by the time 
everyone and the equipment ar-
rived, the room seemed small. Even 
though it was cramped it was very 

organized, she said. She can see the 
need for a separate location for a la-
bor and delivery room.

Jerry Toler, board member, also 
reported from his recent visit to the 
hospital that it was an emergency 
situation and the staff did a great 
job.

Financials 
 Administrator Lacy reported that 

the accounts receivable is up due to 
the higher volume. 

The funded depreciation has 
been repaid $300,000.  However, 
the hospital still owes  the account 
$142,000.  He said he hopes to be 
able to repay this slowly following 
the interim cost report. 

The Medicaid and charity care 
contractuals have gone up a little 
too, he said. The St. Francis Clinic 
net patient service revenue was up 
as were expenses.

  Administrator’s report
The administrator’s report in-

cluded:
• The MRI truck will start com-

ing to the county on a weekly basis 
starting in October. The truck will 
be parking on the west end of the 
hospital.

• Mr. Lacy has been appointed 
by the governor to serve as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee on 
Trauma.

• Robert Stiles from the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment will be in St. Francis in mid 
October to review the Primary Care 
Clinic grant progress. Mr. Lacy re-
ported that the hospital staff is on 
track with the timeliness and work 
plan that Erika Zimbelman has set 
up.

• Susan Roelfs has returned to 
work as the quality coordinator and 
will also be doing utilization review 
and infection control. 

• Heidi Tice, chief fi nancial of-
fi cer, has begun the budget process 
for the coming year.

 Education
Shawna Blanka, administrative 

secretary, presented a power point 
on the employees working at the 
hospital.

 Executive session
The board went into executive 

session for personnel issues for 5 
minutes with no decisions made.

 Next meeting
The next hospital board meeting 

has been set for 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 23, in the basement of the clinic 
in St. Francis.

ACCELERATED READER WINNERS Brianna Cooks 
and Ashley Orth got to hold the banner for the football 

boys to run through at Friday nights game.                                                                                        
                                              Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick
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