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WITH SO MANY
CHOICES, WHY
WOULD YOU CHOOSE
TO PAY TAXES?

Tax-Free Municipal Bonds

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Yield effective 08/03/09, subject to 
availability. Yield and market value may 
fluctuate if sold prior to maturity and the 
amount you receive from the sale of these 
securities may be less than, equal to, or more 
than the amount originally invested. Bond 
investments are subject to interest rate risk 
such that when interest rates rise, the prices 
of the bonds can decrease and the investor 
can lose principal value. Any bond called 
prior to 
maturity results in reinvestment risk for the 
owner of the bond. May be subject to 
alternative minimum tax. Municipal bonds 
may have original issue discount.

Some of the available issues of bonds are 
callable. Contact your local Edward Jones 
financial advisor for more information about 
maturity dates and applicable call provisions.

3.94% TO 6.01%* YTM

 

Health Fair

Valued at more than $200
Lab personnel will be available in your community as follows:

Benkelman: July 23rd & 30; Aug. 6 at DCH lab (starting at 6 a.m.)
Haigler: Aug. 4th at the Haigler Ambulance Barn (6 - 10 a.m.)
Stratton: July 22nd & 29th at the Stratton Clinic (6 - 10 a.m.)

All times are local times.
If you are unable to make the dates above, please call for an appointment.

For the accuracy of the test, you will need to be fasting (nothing 
to eat or drink) for 12 hours. Payment is due at the time of service. 
This may not and will not be billed to your insurance, Medicare or 

wellness plan and may not be applied to your deductible.
Please call Dundy County Hospital at 308-423-2204 ext 229 if you have 
questions.

Dundy County Hospital
“Caring For Our Community”
1313 North Cheyenne Street
Benkelman, Nebraska

Website: bwtelcom.net/dch
Quality Health Care

Register to 
win door
 prizes

Free meal
Served from

 4 - 6 p.m.
General Health Panel

Is being offered for a discounted price of $30
PSA is an extra $10

August 21, 2009
2 - 6 p.m. MST

Courthouse steps open,
no handrail is a concern

Queen is crowned at Thresher show

Obituary

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The new steps to the front of 
the courthouse are now open and 
being used. However, there are 
complaints that there needs to be 
a handrail. The county commis-
sioners, when they met on Fri-
day, spent time trying to solve the 
problem.

The courthouse is on the Kan-
sas State Historical Society reg-
ister which will not always al-
low changes from the original 
drawings. The original steps did 
not have a handrail. The rail that 
was there when the steps were 
removed was not in the original 
plan. The commissioners dis-
cussed that, if the railing is in-
stalled, it will destroy the integ-
rity of the limestone steps. They 
were also concerned that a railing 
on the wing walls would not be 
sturdy enough to hold a handrail.

These problems brought them 
to look at another way to solve the 
problem of older people or those 
with handicaps having better ac-
cessibility to the courthouse. 

Several years ago, the commis-
sioners had talked about extend-
ing the handicap drive on the west 
side of the courthouse, making it 
a drive-thru. The present drive is 
narrow and hard to back out of. 

They reasoned that if it were 
wider and there was a 15 minute 
parking limit, people could use 
the handicap entrance. 

“We spend money to have the 
elevator maintained, we should 
be encouraging people to use it 
more,” said Dale Patton, com-
missioner.

This would also be a good sug-
gestion as, when the snow and ice 
accumulate on the steps and new 
sidewalk, no salt can be used for 
two years.

The commissioners agreed to 
look into extending the drive and 
what it would cost. It will be dis-
cussed at a future commissioners’ 
meeting.

Census bureau
Lech Wisniewsk with the U.S. 

Department of Commerce, census 
bureau, in Topeka, talked about 
how counties are losing tax dol-
lars because not everyone is fill-
ing out census forms. He said he 
has been working with Chuck and 
Diane Kribs with the Cheyenne 
County Development Corpora-
tion and his goal is to get more 
dollars back for the county. The 
county was at 69 percent in hav-
ing forms returned. Every coun-
ty, including Cheyenne County, 
needs to be at least 80 percent in 
having the forms returned.

This can mean more money for 
schools, hospitals, highways and 
bridges. There are many ways, he 
said, that the tax dollars can come 
back to the county.

Mr. Wisniewsk will be work-
ing with the Development Cor-

poration and others. In January or 
February, a census will be taken. 
Look for more information closer 
to that time.

Road and bridge
Dave Flemming, road and 

bridge supervisor, talked about 
the cracks in the asphalt on the 
old Wheeler Road, Road O, be-
tween St. Francis and Wheeler. 
The road was a detour  and the 
state had asphalted the road at 
that time.

Now, Mr. Flemming was ask-
ing if the commissioners wanted 
to continue to save the asphalt by 
sealing and/or patching or to tear 
it up and put it back into gravel.

The commissioners asked him 
to fill the cracks for this year so 
the moisture didn’t penetrate 
causing freezing and expanding. 
They will talk about chip sealing 
it next year.

Mr. Flemming was given per-
mission to purchase four tires for 
the loader at the landfill. The cost 
for a tire at the Federal Reserve 
in Topeka was $300 compared to 
$700-$900.

He also asked the commission-
ers to consider giving his depart-
ment more money this year.

The commissioners noted that, 
in the winter, the four-wheeler 
that is used for prairie dog baiting 
was not used. It could be used at 
the courthouse for snow removal 
if the commissioners purchased a 
snow blade.

Before the decision about the 
snow blade would be made, the 
commissioners agreed to check 
on the cost of the blade and if Dan 
Schlittenhardt would be agreeable.

County attorney
County attorney, Kari Gilliland, 

reported she had sent information 
concerning the Bill Dungan com-
plaints to the attorney general’s 
office for review and is waiting 
for his decision. She noted that 
Mr. Dungan had asked for her 
resignation.

She said she had talked to Mike 
Day, St. Francis city attorney, 
about the 911 board. It was noted 
that all members needed to work 
together. 

Those involved, said Mr. Pat-
ton, need to realize there is a 
problem.

Emergency medical service
Jannelle Bowers, emergency 

medical service director, said 
$675 in insurance adjustments 
had been made in June. She said 
there had been fewer runs in 
July. 

She had a list of those who 
had portable radios. She said the 
department has 20 radios which 
were accounted for.

She was given permission to 
purchase a guard grill for the front 
of the new ambulance. She gave 
the example of an ambulance in 
a neighboring county which had 
hit a deer but, because of the grill, 

was able to continue with the pa-
tient. ‘

The grill will cost between 
$500 and $1,000. The commis-
sioners agreed that it would be a 
good investment.

She said the new emergency 
building on U.S. 36, St. Francis, 
has a bug problem. The St. Fran-
cis city crew had brought some 
spray in for them to use but, she 
said she didn’t know how to use 
it and had assumed that, since 
the city owned the building, 
they would be spraying. Andy 
Beikman, commissioner, said he 
would talk to the mayor, Scott 
Schultz. They also talked about 
turning off some of the outside 
lights which were drawing the 
bugs at night.

Mrs. Bowers called an execu-
tive session to discuss the finan-
cial situation of the third party. 
No decision was made after com-
ing back out of the session.

In other business
In other business:
• The construction of the air-

port runway will start Aug. 17. 
The commissioners talked about 
how medical emergency would 
be handled. They were informed 
that the hospital administrator 
had been informed.

Larry Lundin
July 3, 1937 - July 13, 2009

Larry Lundin was born in St. 
Francis, Kan., on July 3, 1937, to 
Lillian and Joel Lundin. He died 
on July 13, 2009.

The family moved to Denver, 
Colo., in 1942.

After graduating from high 
school, Larry lived in Eugene, 
Ore., where he graduated from the 
University of Oregon.

Mr. Lundin married and had two 
sons, Larry Jr. and Steve. He and 
his wife later divorced after which 
Larry established a contracting 
business in Denver called Lundin 
Plastering, which he operated for 
over 15 years.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, along with brothers, Eu-
gene and Billy and sisters, Leona 
and Lorene.

He is survived by his sister, 
Vera Grant of Silt, Colo., and sons 
Larry Lundin of Bend, Ore., and 
Steve Lundin of Hillsboro, Ore.,  
along with several grandchildren 
and many friends.

There was a cremation. A me-
morial service will follow at an as-
yet undetermined date and time.

By Linda Schneider
dublinls@hotmail.com

The 2009 Thresher Queen was 
crowned and surprisingly, no one 
guessed who it was. It was Mary 
(Harrison) Dorsch.

“I had talked to Lucille 
(Wright) recently and she asked 
me if she knew who the queen 
was this year,” said Mrs. Dorsch. 
“I told her she knew her al-
right!” 

Mrs. Dorsch’s daughter, Pat 
Traffas of Merriam, Kan., read 
to the crowd her mother’s story. 
Also present were her grandson 
Levi Traffas Kansas City, Mo., 
James and Amanda Dorsch from 
Wichita, sister, Betty Miller, 
nephews Rodney Bracelin and 
Bob Dorsch and friend Connie 
all of St. Francis.

Mary Esther Harrison was born 
in 1929 in Benkelman, Neb., to 
parents, Robert Leroy Harrison 
and Bertha Rebecca (Yost) Har-
rison. She was named after Mary 
Petrey, who with her husband, 
Joe, owned a café in Alma, Neb. 
where her mother worked for 
one dollar a day. Esther is for Es-
ther Jones, the nurse who helped 
deliver her.

Mrs. Traffas continued to talk 
about her mother living in a sod 
house and a time when there 
were no locks on the doors or 
window, and the “dirty thirties” 
when Mrs. Dorsch’s mother 
would hang wet sheets on the 
windows to stop dust from com-
ing into the house.

Mrs. Dorsch went to school 
in the same building that served 
as church. She recalled they all 
played a “mean” game of soft-
ball and lots of running games.

She had her first date with her 
husband on New Year’s Eve and 
soon after went into the Army, 
and how he would hock his high 
school class ring to buy a bus 
ticket from Colorado Springs, 
Colo., for his dates with Mary 
and his parents would give him 
the money to get the ring out of 
hock.

Mrs. Dorsch grew up to see 
the birth of radio, television, and 
electricity on the farm. She has 
gone from pumping and carry-
ing water to an automatic dish-
washer, to having a refrigerator, 
microwave, and cell phones. 
She has seen a man walk on 
the moon, and she believes that 
whatever may be achieved will 
be reevaluated and whatever ac-
cumulated will erase. All that 
will really last is the love that is 
shared with others.

“I know I have lived through 
exciting times. And do you know 
what?” said Mrs. Dorsch. “I 
think the best is yet to come!”

In addition, one of the antique 
tractors, a 1937 Farmall F20, 
which had been restored by Nor-
man and could be seen in the 

tractor parade, was the first trac-
tor her father owned.

EQUITY HOLDS OPEN HOUSE. Michelle Wolff and Sharon Barnhart are being 
served by Shirley Zweygardt and Don Keeker. Karol Lohman, manager, is in the back-
ground.                                                                                        Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

THRESHER QUEEN Mary Dorsch and her sister, Betty Miller look at the past years thresh-
er queens’ dolls on display at the show.                                       Herald staff photo by Linda Schneider
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