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Per October 2009 Field and Stream magazine, the Jack Russell
Terrier is often overlooked as a hunting dog, but highly recommended.

Do you have one? We will have
Flushing Pheasant Russells pups ready for
N . new homes in
: e Jordie Mann December. Call to
L (719) 342-7723 reserve yours now

Website: www.flushingpheasantrussells.com as they tend to sell
Email: flushingpheasantrussells@gmail.com out quickly.

I have a 7 month old smooth coat pup who is ready to start training in the field now
and he's available to the right home.

Have a Safe
Hunting Season!
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Kansas Technical College

Goodland, XS

HUNTING FOR YOUR CAREER?

© Automotive Technology © Diesel Technology

© Business Technology © Electrical Technology

© Carpentry © Engineering Technology

@ Collision Repair © Heating, Ventilation, Air &

® Computer Graphics Technology Refrigeration

® Communications Network ® Medical Assistant
Technology ® Respiratory Therapy

® Communications Technology ® Telecommunications Network

© Cosmetology Analyst

BAG YOUR LINAIT WWITH NORTHWEST KANSAS TECHNIGAL COLLEGE!

1-800-316-4121 www.nwkic.edu

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: NWKTC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, disability, or sex. Accusations concerning sexual discrimination, sexual harassment, and age
discrimination should be referred to the TITLE IX COORDINATOR/AGE ACT COORDINATOR, VP of Student Affairs at 785-890-3641. Accusations based on disability or race, color, or national origin should be referred to

GECTION 504 COORDINATOR/ADA COORDINATOR/TITLE VI COORDINATOR, College Counselor, located at 1209 Harrison (785-890-3641). J

A group of deer walked through a cornfield on the outskirts of Sappa Park, east of
— Photo by Kimberly Davis/The Oberlin Herald

Oberlin.

Deer population has

over the past six

By Kimberly Davi

The Oberlin Herald
k.davis @nwkansas.com

Since 2003, the deer population in northwest
Kansas has been growing, with the number of
deer per square mile showing up in counts by
state biologists not quite doubling in that time.

Lloyd Fox, big game program coordinator
with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks, said in 2003 in deer management Unit 1,
west of U.S. 283 through Norton and north of
1-70, there were about two deer per square mile,
in 2007 an estimated 2.7 deer per square mile
and in 2008, 3.5 per square mile.

The numbers overall have been increasing
steadily since 2003, he said, despite efforts by
the state to control the herd. One thing toremem-
ber, said Fox, that even though the numbers are
givenasan average per square mile, thatdoesn’t
mean that in every square mile there are that
many deer. Some areas have more deer than
others. There are some areas, he said, where
only afew or no deer are seen and others where
there are large herds.

Although the area has seen a steady increase
from 2003 to 2008, said Fox, it isn’t an excep-
tional rise when you look at the numbers and
see what deer reproduction is capable of doing.
Deer can increase substantially from year to
year, he said, and their density could have tripled
in that time.

Behind the increase, he said, have been good
weather and good habitat for fawns. Land in the
Conservation Reserve Program, which pays
farmers to plant grass on erodible land, he said,
has provided great cover for fawns.

In this area, he said, the deer generally don’t
have aheavy parasite load and are healthy. They
are able to put on the weight.

The department, said Fox, tries to control the
population with hunting. Some hunters have
limited success because they can’t get land-
owner permission to hunt where they want to
take antlerless deer.

The department tries to encourage hunters and
landowners to help control the deer population.
If there are too many females, he said, it results
in population growth and more conflicts with

Custom Body & Paint, LL.C

Customer satisfaction is our #1 priority

* Full Service Body Shop
* ASE Certified Techs

* Auto and Truck Glass Replacement

* Window Tint
* Airbrushing
* Upholstery

* Detailing

* Free Estimates

* All Insurance Claims Welcome
* Spray-On Bedliners

* Paintless Dent Removal

* Pin Striping

* Custom Paint and Body Work
* Sand and Soda Blasting

1507 Main Ave — Goodland ¢ (785) 890-8669
Matt Murray, owner
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A doe and fawn hung out on the outskirts of a corn field near U.S. 36.
— Photo by Cynthia Haynes/The Oberlin Herald

not quite doubled

years in the region

people, more traffic accidents and more deer
eating crops.

On the one hand, he said, game managers
want the population to grow, and on the other
hand, it’s important to limit that population.

Years ago, said Fox, hunting wasn’t as big a
draw in Kansas, butthat’s changed. Kansashas a
tremendous reputation for deer hunting because
of the quality of deer people can get here. They
are larger animals, he said, and Kansas provides
a unique hunting opportunity. There are lots of
hunters who would like that opportunity.

Northwest Kansas, he said, has a 50-50 mix
of mule and white-tail deer, though the mule
deer are more visible and whitetails are more
evasive.

The near future looks good for the deer
population, said Fox, but 50 to 70 years down
the line, the numbers could start to show the ef-
fects of aneurological condition called Chronic
Wasting Disease, first found in this part of the
state in 2005.

The disease, which ultimately kills the deer,
was first found in Wyoming and parts of Colo-
rado back in the 1980s. Those states are now

seeing more animals with the disease.

In 2005, the first case was found in Cheyenne
County, then in 2006 no cases were reported.
In 2007, three confirmed cases turned up in
Decatur County and then in 2008, Unit 1 had at
least 10 cases. The department urges hunters to
have deer they take tested for the disease, which
is similarto “Mad Cow Disease” in bovines, but
not thought to infect humans.

Chronic Wasting Disease is one of those dis-
eases that doesn’t go away, Fox said. It won’t
fade in and fade out. It is a disease that will be
here for a long time.

Hunters need to be aware thatdeer in this area
could have the disease, he said. Some will show
symptoms, while others might have it and not
show signs.

Fox said Wyoming and Colorado are seeing
the impact of the disease after almost 30 years.
That’s the darkness in the future here, he said.

He said he encourages people to enjoy
the deer hunting while it’s good, adding that
hopefully science will find an effective way to
combat Chronic Wasting Disease and others
that might crop up.

Need “NO HUNTING” Signs?
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The

(Goodland Star-News

1205 Main Street, Goodland, KS e (785) 899-2338

We’ve got what
you need!

Only 50¢ a piece!
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Gunrunner
Trading Post

Rifles, Handguns, Shotguns, Accessories
Reloading & Fishing Supplies

438 14th Street ~ Burlington, Colorado 80807
Phone: (719) 346-5211

Good Luck to all Hunters

Don'’t Forget to Stop in and Stock
Up on all Your Drinks, Snacks
and Meal Supplies to Get You

Through the Day!

ALMENA
MARKET INC.

517 Main, Almena, KS e 785-669-2512

Quality You Can Count On!
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All Deer Being
Donated or Given Away
Must have a Game
Custody Tag Filled Out
by the Permit Holder

$70 Deposit Required
on Carcass Deer
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Check out our website for processing prices on Deer, Beef or Hogs

www.oxfordlocker.com
NEW SPEEDY CHECK IN FORM FOR DEER ONLINE!
BONED OUT DEER TRIM TAKEN YEAR ‘ROUND

Rifle Season Hours: 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., November 14-22
309 Odell St., Oxford, NE — 308-824-3662




