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Country home decorated
for the Christmas season

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The Rethkes are lit up again!

Living 6 miles north on K-27
and 1 mile west on Road S, Kip
and Patsy Rethke’s home can
be seen from the highway. It is
no wonder as there are right at
25,000 lights signaling the begin-
ning of the Christmas season.

“I love Christmas and decorat-
ing for it,” Mrs. Rethke said.

She is always on the lookout
for something new to add to her
Christmas decorations. This year,
she had the hired man build “San-
ta’s Workshop.” After the holi-
day last year, she gave Virginia
Fiedler an order to sew her up a
Santa and some elves, which she
had ready when she began deco-
rating.

Mrs. Rethke started decorating
in October. When the weather was
too cold to go out, she worked on
the inside where she has around
25 K-Mart bears with the original
tags and numbers. There are also
other stuffed animals and dolls
joining the bears which surround
the huge, decorated Christmas
tree.

There is garland, dolls dressed
for the holiday, musical animals,
animated scenes and a Christ-
mas village. Some of the musical
decorations are motion sensitive
and, the other evening, Mr. Re-
thke sneezed and one of the deco-
rations began playing Christmas
music.

Outside, there are 24 trees with
each tree adorned in 168 twin-

kling lights. The antique farm
equipment has lights, some mov-
ing lights and there are scenes,
sleighs and blowup Christmas or-
naments. Anything that will hold
a light or decoration is lit up. The
fence which surrounds the yard is
lit up with LED lights.

This year, she purchased about
$500 in lights. Mr. Rethke and
son, Randy, put in more outlets
but something happened Thurs-
day night when she turned them
on and fuses were burned out in

many of the strings. Each string
of lights has a small fuse in the
plug in and she and Randy spent a
lot of time replacing the fuses.

She shops the Thrift Store in
St. Francis and has found several
different decorations.

All of the work she goes to is
appreciated by many that attend
a Christmas party. It is also worth
the drive to see the lights. Those
getting close enough will also be
able to enjoy the Christmas mu-
sic.

Christmas decorations ready for the display.

THE 25,000 LIGHTS make the Christmas display at the home of Kip and Patsy Rethke.
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Christmas seen through the eyes
of a child is priceless

This year, as in the year’s past, the Special Christmas and
New Year’s sections will be published before the holidays.
The sections will feature letters from Santa, answers of ques-
tions asked of school children, memories and recipes.

The Saint Francis Herald and Bird City Times staffs welcome
participation from children to adults. All items must be received
by Dec. 8 in order to get them into the special section.

Send letters, special memories, articles and recipes
to The Herald at P.O. Box 1050, St. Francis, KS 67756 or
fax 785-332-3001, or drop them off or e-mail to sfherald@
nwkansas.com titling the subject as “Christmas for the
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- BRINGING IN 2010 WITH A MESSAGE TO YOUR
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With the oncome of the New Year comes the new arrival of that bundle of joy!

Coming in January a bundle of business ready to congratulate
the new baby and the parents!

To patrticipate in a Special Section contact Casey at:

Che Saint Francis

P.O. Box 1050, St. Francis, KS 67756 » 785-332-3162
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Bird City Times

PO Box 220, Bird City, KS 67731
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They have not lost their dignity.
They have not lost their will.

But some may be losing hope.

For a family in need, your tax-deductible donation to Black Hills Cares can be the dif-
ference between facing the winter heating season in cold fear or receiving much-needed
warmth.

Donations to Black Hills Cares are matched dollar-for-dollar by Black Hills Energy and
forwarded in full to the Salvation Army representative in the county where the donation was
received. So you know your tax-deductible donation is going directly to an individual, family or
friend near you.

To donate, designate your monthly contribution in the space allotted on your
Black Hills Energy bill stub. To make a one-time donation, just mail your
check, money order or cashier’'s check payable to Black Hills Cares to

Black Hills Cares
PO Box 6006
Rapid City, SD 57709 ’

* Black Hills Cares funds go directly to your lo- '
cal assistance agency.

* Assistance agencies determine individual
customer eligibility and distribute funds.

* Since 2001, the Black Hills Cares program has
provided more than $2 million in customer, em-
ployee and company funds to assist residents.

Who will you be helping with your tax-deductible dona-
tion to Black Hills Cares?

The young. The elderly. Those facing a rough stretch of
road, or a long road to recovery. Close friends or un-
known neighbors. They are struggling to make

ends meet. Together, you and Black Hills

Cares can make a difference.

Improving life with energy Black Hills Energy
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