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Coming the first of
February!
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Winter Sports 
Special Section
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St. Francis and Bird City Jr. High and High School

Basketball players,
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and Cheerleaders!

Help us find
Cheyenne  
County’s

“Sweetheart Couple”

ing season, he understood when 
he was taken out near the end of 
some games (when the Indians 
had a large advantage.)

“He was a competitor and will 
be hard to replace.”

During the four years that Raile 
was a member of the Indian squad, 
the team compiled a 38 win - 10 
loss record. They earned the dis-
trict championship and the bi-dis-
trict championship each year. His 
freshman and sophomore years, 
the team advanced all the way to 
the sub-state game and both times 
were defeated by Smith Center. 
His junior and senior years, the 
Indians were defeated in regional 
contests, the first time by LaCrosse 
and this year by Meade.

Raile has received All North-
west Kansas League honors for 
three years. He was named to the 
first team offense as a running 
back, beginning his sophomore 
year and was also named first 
team defensive back his junior 
and senior years.

just keeps getting better and stron-
ger,” said Brent Rueb, coordina-
tor.

People who are not participat-
ing in the event are urged to come 
to the fairgrounds during the two 
days and see the activities. There 
will also be sponsor booths and 
products.

It is also a good time to talk to 
the hunters. Callers, he said, like 
to swap calling techniques and it 
is just an interesting event to be a 
part of.

Kill block
At the Midwest Coyote Calling 

Event, Mr. Rueb said, we have al-
ways been very conscious in mak-
ing sure the event is honest and 
promotes the rules of a fair chase.

This year, a new style of kill 
block has been implemented. It 
is a “bench mark” in the contest-
calling industry.

Ron Dir with GameTraks, which 
produces an electronic, wireless 
game call, has stepped up to be the 
sponsor of the new GameTraks 
Kill Blocks.

GameTraks, Mr. Rueb said, is 
very interested in supporting the 
competitive calling industry.

This newly-designed kill block 
will dramatically stop the chances 
of pooling coyotes and cheating. 

Council discusses sheriff’s office
By Linda Schneider

dublinlms@gmail.com
During the January council 

meeting on Monday, Bird City 
residents, Darlene Burr, Don 
Holliman, Ted Partch and Sherry 
Carmichael, were on hand. They 
had concerns about the construc-
tion and relocation of the sheriff’s 
office from the city hall to the 
council-approved location of the 
city shop.

Sheriff Craig Van Allen fol-
lowed his presentation of the sher-
iff department’s monthly activity 
report by saying that the depart-
ment is remaining neutral about 
the decision the council has made 
on the location of the sheriff of-
fice. 

“It is part of the oath of the of-
fice I have taken and will not in-
fluence any decision,” Sheriff Van 
Allen said.

However, at the end of the dis-
cussion, he stated there are many 
state regulations that are required 
that must be met for a sheriff’s 
office to function properly and 
legally.

Mrs. Burr began by saying that 
she had been at the meeting where 
the issue of whether the sheriff’s 
office or Century II Development 
Foundation would be located in 
the vacate office in city hall.

She continued by saying she 
understood that there had been a 
vote to keep the sheriff’s office in 
city hall.

“Next thing I knew it was in the 
paper that it didn’t happen that 
way,” Mrs. Burr said.

She said that she read in the 
newspaper that Century II Devel-
opment was giving a $4,000 grant 
to Bird City to construct a room in 
the city shop and the sheriff’s of-
fice was going to be there.

Mrs. Burr went on to say that 
she felt that it would take more 
than $4,000 to construct an office 
for the sheriff and that it would be 
left up to the residents to pay by 
increasing the city taxes.

“You say our taxes are not go-
ing to go up, but they do anyway,” 
Mrs. Burr said.

Mayor Troy Burr explained 
that during the meeting in which 
Cathy Domsch, executive direc-
tor of Century II Development, 
attended asking for office space 
for the Small Business Center, the 
council said that it was preferred 
to leave the vacant office for the 
sheriff, but if something else 
showed to be workable the coun-
cil would look at a reasonable al-
ternative.

“We have looked at the alterna-
tive, found it reasonable and have 
changed our minds,” said Mayor 
Burr.

Mrs. Burr added that looking 
at what construction needs to be 
done, it would cost more than 
$4,000, and she wanted to know 
who is going to pay for it? Mayor 
Burr asked if she had a solution.

“Why not leave the sheriff’s 
office where it is at and let Mrs. 
Domsch use a little house that is 
vacant,” said Mrs. Burr.

Mayor Burr explained there are 

no good alternative in town and 
that is why it has been decided to 
go forward as the decision stands. 

Mrs. Burr asked the mayor if the 
taxes are raised, are the residents 
just to pay them? Mayor Burr 
replied that is the way it usually 
works. Mrs. Burr sat down with a 
final word that many residents are 
not going to be too happy.

Mr. Holliman stood up and said 
he didn’t have much to add to Mrs. 
Burr’s statement and repeated that 
he didn’t believe the $4,000 was 
going to be nearly enough to con-
struct to completion a sheriff’s of-
fice.

One item he brought up was in-
stalling a bathroom that would be 
disability accessible approved.

“I just don’t think $4,000 would 
ever do it,” Mr. Holliman said.

He asked if the Business Cen-
ter would be paying rent or utili-
ties for using the office. Mayor 
Burr replied no rent would be 
paid and the city would be paying 
the utilities. Mr. Holliman added 
that would be passed on to the 
residents in the form of increased 
taxes.

Mr. Holliman asked why the 
Century II boardroom couldn’t be 
used for the center. Mayor Burr 
replied that the business center 
administration needed privacy 
and confidentiality between itself 
and the people who come in to 
do business and the boardroom 
doesn’t provide it.

Mayor Burr added that the cen-
ter needs to have security and 
segregation of information from 
other offices.

Mr. Holliman wanted to know 
if there had been any bids on the 
construction yet and did anyone 
know just how much this is all go-
ing to cost. Mayor Burr replied it 
hasn’t been done yet.

Mr. Holliman added that he 
thought it is important to have 
what the construction is in detail 
so that contractors know what 
they are bidding on.

“This is completely different in 
that the city is not handling it,” 
said Mayor Burr.

Mr. Holliman suggested that in-
stead of the city handling the con-
struction and costs, turn it over 
to Century II and allow them to 
oversee everything. Mayor Burr 
explained that the council wants 
to promote some progressive ac-
tions for Bird City. Mr. Holliman 
wanted to know what this busi-
ness center is going to promote.

Councilman Wade Carmichael 
said it could possibly bring in 
some economic development. He 
went on to say it is not any guar-
antee, however, if nothing is done, 
nothing will be accomplished.

Much discussion followed con-
cerning Bird City’s advantage of 
having the Business Development 
Center as opposed to the center 
being in another city and would 
the center have any real influence 
over other cities. 

“Again, we don’t know any-
thing for sure, no one does, but 
it could lead to potential business 
coming to Bird City because the 

center is located here,” Council-
man Carmichael said. 

Mr. Holliman concluded by 
saying that if Century II wants to 
have the Business Development 
Center in Bird City, Century II 
should be responsible for the rent, 
utilities and any construction costs 
that are incurred.

“I have nothing against Century 
II, but it was Cathy who brought 
this business center to town, let 
Century II be responsible for pay-
ing the bills,” said Mr. Holliman.

Mr. Partch was in agreement 
with the previous speakers and 
added the concern about the city 
safe that is in the vacant office 
now. And how is the city going to 
secure information as well as have 
access when the Business Center 
will be occupying the office.

“How is council going to secure 
the information while a non-gov-
ernmental business occupies that 
office?” he asked.

He continued that he under-
stands that it is not illegal for the 
city to allow a business to occupy 
an office in city hall; however, 
there is a fairness that cannot be 
disregarded. In addition, why 
should the city have to pay a pen-
ny to move a government entity 
into another building and move 
a non-government entity into city 
hall and give it rent free?

“I think Century II should pick 
up the entire bill on the project,” 
Mr. Partch said. 

He went on to say that to even 
have city employees, Brad Sch-
neider and Eric Bartels, do the 
job at the expense of the city is 
not right. Adding that at this point 
there is nothing the residents can 
do about the decision, but, at the 
next election it could be an issue.

The next topic Mr. Partch talked 
about was the procedural part of 
the voting. He asked Mayor Burr 
if a letter from Milliken Law Of-
fice to the city council had been re-
ceived within the last month stating 
that there was a conflict of interest 
with the city attorney representing 
Bird City and a private individual 
in town, but the city council could 
make the decision. Mayor Burr 
said that he has never received a 
letter stating that information.

Mr. Partch went on to say that 
in a conflict of interest, it was to 
be public and in the meeting min-
utes. He pointed that statement to 
Kevin Berens, city attorney, who 
replied that not as long as there is 
a substantial interest statement on 
file, which there are.

Mr. Partch continued by ask-
ing that if a council member has 
a substantial interest in an issue to 
be voted, it should be public. He 
questioned Mayor Burr’s possible 
conflict of interest to vote with 
Cindy Burr’s situation and 2nd 
Beginnings.

Mr. Partch said that with 2nd 
Beginnings building presently 
rented to the mayor’s wife and 
Century II cannot use it. He added 
that he believed that during the 
voting, there were two uncom-
promised votes one way and three 
votes the other, mentioning he be-

lieved Councilman Loren White’s 
vote was not a compromised vote 
for Century II. 

He continued saying Council-
man Carmichael has a reasonable 
conflict of interest considering 
what Century II has proved in 
way of low interest loans and free 
work for his company Monte’s 
Beef Jerky. 

Mr. Partch said the city coun-
cil’s obligation should be to Bird 
City first, not Century II. Much 
discussion followed.

Councilman Carmichael men-
tioned that Councilman Frank 
Serrano is employed by the county 
sheriff department and has a con-
flict of interest in the vote.

Mr. Partch said Councilman 
Serrano has no conflict about vot-
ing the Business Development 
Center in the city hall and the sher-
iff’s oath is to remain neutral. He 
added that he could not find any 
incident where a city government 
entity was removed from a city 
hall to move in a private entity.

Mr. Partch ended by saying Bird 
City is doing Century II a favor by 
allowing them use the city hall va-
cant office, and there is no guaran-
tee that this business center is go-
ing to do anything for Bird City.

Sheriff Van Allen said there are 
many requirements that are need-
ed by the sheriff’s department to 
run an office properly. It included 
space, additional rooms for sus-
pects, a sobriety test area, handi-
cap accessibility, and security and 
confidentiality.

Councilman White closed the 
much heated discussion with the 
question, “Why were these issues 
of requirements for the sheriff’s 
office never discussed before?” 
There was no further discussion.

Later in the meeting, Sherry 
Carmichael, resident, said that she 
thought Century II has been good 
for the community and money that 
came from several donators such 
as Walt Eggers, was to be used 
for the betterment and progress of 
Bird City.

“I don’t know why some resi-
dents are against Century II, they 
have made many improvements in 
Bird City,” said Mrs. Carmichael.

She suggested that more resi-
dents consider volunteering to 
service on the various commit-
tees that address the different 
important issues concerning the 
town. She added that means more 
commitment than just sitting in a 
meeting once in a while.

“Being part of the St. Francis 
football program has helped me 
develop self discipline and learn-
ing to work hard,” said Trent. 
“These are qualities in life that 
help you be a success.”

The players were selected to 
be invited by a process involving 
nomination by their own coach, 
voting by state-wide media, me-
diation by all-state team selectors, 
and selections by the Shrine Bowl 
coaches.

Other Northwest Kansas League 
players to be honored with an in-
vitation this year include Jay Cot-
ter of Goodland, Ethan Kirak of 
Oakley and Zach Nemechek of 
Quinter. Coach Randall Rath of 
Oakley will be an assistant coach 
for the West team.

In addition to bringing honor 
and recognition to the partici-
pants and their schools, the Shrine 
Bowl donates all net profits, over 
$2 million so far, to the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. This will 
be the 37th annual charity event 
benefiting the hospitals.
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CALLER
The Midwest Coyote Event will 

have their kill blocks laser en-
graved with the GameTraks logo. 
This will stop teams from making 
extra kill blocks of their own and 
also stop teams from pooling coy-
otes from other hunters in order to 
increase their harvest count.

Two-pointer coyote
Last year, the two-pointer coy-

ote competition was a success, Mr. 
Rueb said. A two-pointer coyote is 
a coyote that has a predominately 
white-tipped tail (80 percent or 
more white than black).   

There will be an additional $10 
added to the cost of entry fees 
which will be set aside for this 
competition. The fund will be add-
ed to until a two-pointer coyote is 
harvested during the contest. 

The extra fee, Mr. Rueb said, 
will have no effect on the regular 
payback and the two-pointer will 
still have it’s same value as the 
rest of the teams’ coyote count and 
total weight.

A two-pointer, he said, is easily 
detected and it is very apparent 
that almost all the hair in the tip of 
the tail is white.

Call Casey today! 785-332-3162!
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