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black with the 4-H clover,” Mrs.
Downey said.

Mrs. Elfers added that several
counties mentioned they would
wait until after the fair and give
the trophies and awards at the
Achievement Banquet.

By doing this, a high school ju-
nior or senior 4-H member who
has received many trophies, can
choose to accept a trophy or not,
and the younger kids get the same
option. This could prevent too
many trophies from being ordered
and save some money.

“We want to get things in order
early this year to be ready for the
fair,” Mrs. Elfers said.

Fair books

In staying in step with sug-
gested money-saving cutbacks,
Mrs. Elfers presented a simplified
sample fair book. She said most
people who attend the fair really
are not interested in the exhibit
rules or other information that is
important to contest participants.
In addition, a separate fair rule
book could be developed with the
information needed for contest
entries.

Members discussed the idea of
using the same format for the rule
books and just make the necessary
changes year to year. It was men-
tioned that Kansas State could do
some printing. She added that she
is already getting calls about fair
events.

Hog barn repairs

Roy Elfers said the hog barn
needs repairs and would like to
see them get done before the fair.

He said some ditches on the
north side are starting to sink
and should be filled in before the
Spring Show. This would help to
keep from getting too muddy in
the area.

In addition, he said there are
six posts that need replaced.
They have basically just rusted
away. And the new door that was
put in last year is a good way for
the hogs to get in, but it is quite a
step up for them and he suggest-
ed pouring some cement. It also
might eliminate water running
back into the building.

He said that it would be ap-
proximately $18 per post and
some of the door hinges need to
be replaced. However, the most
important item would be to have
gravel on the north side in the sink
holes before the Spring Show.

“Last year we just put dirt in
the sink holes and with all the
moisture this year, my car sunk in
quite a bit when I drove it back
there,” he said. “I would be will-
ing to do the work or you could
bid it out. Just something for you
to think about.”

Dick Bursch, president, men-
tioned a few other repairs that
might need to be done.

Amusement Authority

Bill Ehrman, Amusement Au-
thority president, said that work
has been slow due to the recent

wet weather. He added that as
soon as it warms up, work will
begin.

Mr. Bursch wanted to know
if Mr. Ehrman would talk to the
Authority about the restrooms.
He told Mr. Ehrman that the ex-
hibit building is not able to take
the traffic on Friday and Saturday
evenings.

“On those nights, I watched
from 8:30 p.m. on and saw two
lines waiting to get in the rest-
rooms,” said Mr. Bursch. “With
that much traffic, we were not
able to keep them as clean as we
would have liked to have them.”

Gary Cooper, secretary, sug-
gested an idea to take the room
that currently stores the tables
and chairs, and make it into the
ladies’ restroom. He thought that
if done properly, 10 stalls could
be constructed.

He added that his idea would
start with a loan, for just discus-
sion $15,000, from the bank and
the fair board would pay $1,000
on the loan annually, in addition,
the Amusement Authority would
pay $1,000 annually, and the
Methodist and Christian church-
es, the Shriners, and other orga-
nizations using the fairgrounds
would be assessed for an annual
payment of $150 each per year.
The total would be an annual
payment of $3,000.

It was suggested that the actual
cost would be quite a bit more
and how would the construction
affect the exhibit area.

“I am just throwing out the
idea to get some funds started,”
he said.

Mr. Bursch said one thing
wrong with the idea is that the
fair board cannot borrow money.
It can be grant money, but not
borrowed money.

He asked members to visit with
the different churches about help-
ing to get new restrooms built.
He added that he would get a bid
on the building to get an idea and
bring the information to the next
meeting.

Miscellaneous items

Other topics discussed includ-
ed:

e Checking on the legalities
and licenses of using the “quarter
dozers” — that it might be con-
sidered gambling.

e The fact that Syracuse and
Colby are not going to participate
in the demolition derby this year,
not completely satisfied with the
points system.

e That students from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota will be
stopping by to paint bleachers on
March 13 as part of community
service.

¢ Candi Douthit will redecorate
areas of the fairgrounds.

Next meeting

Next fair board meeting is
scheduled for April 8 at 7 p.m., in
the Cheyenne County Courthouse
Commissioner’s Room.
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ing. Once warm weather arrives,
the trout will die off and fishermen
might as well have fun catching
them.

Mr. Sager warned that fishermen
need to abide by state creel limits
which is five trout a day. Because
these are stocked trout, fishermen
do not need a trout stamp but, those
fishermen between ages 16 and 64

need a Kansas fishing license.

pond. Call 332-5544 to claim.

this same time.

Note, a child’s coat was left at the

The trout fishing contest has be-
come an annual event and will most
likely be held again next year about

Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick
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used much. Again, Mrs. Johnson
said it goes in spurts but it is usu-
ally busy on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.

Mrs. Johnson also travels to
Bird City to give therapy to pa-
tients who are unable to get to
the hospital but it depends on the
needs of the patient.

She is pursuing her education
and will be getting her doctorate
in physical therapy. She said she
is taking a short break but only has
two courses left.

Efficiency in the meetings

The administrator asked the
board how they felt they could
better spend their time at board
meetings? Kari Gilliland said she
felt that the strategic planning
process addressed the future very
efficiently; Traci Neitzel, board
member, added that she thought
they were getting the needed in-
formation. Mrs. Young said she
felt very comfortable asking ques-
tions. Jerry Toler, president, asked
if more information and photos
of the staff could be provided so
the board would be more familiar
with them.

Administrator’s report

In the administrator’s report,
Mr. Lacy said the hospital had
used $140,000 in funded depre-
ciation dollars and $50,000 in
board funds since the last board
meeting. Some of this, he said, is

THANKS
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don’t realize is just how impor-
tant elective classes and other
curricular activities are.

On September 30, 2008, I had
a life changing experience. I
live on a small farm 20 miles out
of town and I flipped a Monte
Carlo and broke my back. I am
lucky to be back walking but
still can’t play football, wrestle
or pole vault. I had wrestled
since I was 5 years old so obvi-
ously I loved it.

Since the wreck, I have fallen
back on other things such as ag-
riculture, welding, vocal, art and
livestock judging and if these
cuts were made, I know there
would be a lot of kids out there
that wouldn’t have anything to
compete in and stay active.

Thanks again,
Sincerely,
Trevor S. Reed.

Trevor Reed

16 1bs.
16 oz.
30 oz.

6 pack rolls

16 oz.

Super’s 4-Day Sale

Thursday, March 11 thru Sunday, March 14
(while supplies last/no rain checks)
Meow Mix - Original Dry Cat Food
Planters - Dry Roasted Peanuts,
Joy Assorted Dishwashing Soap,

Viva Paper Towels,

Robertos Assorted Salsas

Many more bargins
Look for the yellow 4-Day Sale tickets

$10.99
2 for $6
2 for $5
$6.99

2 for $5

due to changes made in the hos-
pital’s charge structure. However,
the hospital, he said, is recover-
ing from a disruption of the bill-
ing/revenue cycle system and he
expects this situation to improve
shortly. He also added that past re-
cords show that board funds have
been used almost every January
historically.

At the hospital, the volume, for
the most part, had been a little
slower but there had also been
some incidences of high volume
during this time. Outpatient vol-
ume had been variable. (See re-
lated figures.)

Mr. Lacy said there are changes
being made in the kitchen which
will help the hospital when the
next state inspection is made. We
may still receive deficiencies, he
said, but I do not anticipate a con-
dition level issue.

Kent Carmichael, the hospital’s
architect, had met with the staff on
Jan. 21 to get more input on needs
in each of the departments. He is
working on the facility improve-
ment plan.

Mr. Carmichael would like to
meet with the board. He will be in
St. Francis on March 26, and Mr.
Lacy suggested an extended lun-

cheon meeting with the board and
architect.

Mr. Lacy also reported:

e That he and the staff are writ-
ing a Primary Care Clinic Con-
tinuation grant which is due by
March 15.

* He is opening up some tem-
porary positions to sustain the
performance of the revenue cycle
and assist in implementing some
computer software and hardware
improvements.

e The staff is making changes
to the charity care policy to better
identify individuals who should or
should not be on the policy.

Great Plains report

Mrs. John, in her Great Plains
Health Alliance report, said two
long-term care facilities, one in
Ransom and the other in Leoti, had
been ranked in the top 173 nursing
homes in American, according to
“U.S. News & World Report.”

She also talked about the fines
related with violations of the
Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act regulations.
If hospitals don’t have a HIPAA
manual, education and now a
Breach Notification Policy, a hos-
pital could suffer up to $1.5 mil-
lion in fines. The Alliance has pre-

pared this manual for the hospital
as a cooperative effort with other
Great Plains Health Alliance hos-
pitals to keep the cost down.

In other business

In other business:

* Megan Rice, St. Francis, asked
the board to consider application
to the Nursing Scholarship Loan
Program. The board gives $1,000
a year and the state of Kansas,
$2,500 a year. The board, after ex-
ecutive session approved her ap-
plication. Megan works as a ward
clerk at the hospital.

e Mila Bandel’s county health
department report showed that
there had been a total of 458 en-
counters with adults and children.
There had been 16 people par-
ticipating in the diabetes support
meeting.

e Tyler Raile, physician assis-

tant, will be out for up to 12 weeks @

but his position will be covered,
Mr. Lacy said.
Next meeting

The regular meeting will be held
at 3 p.m. on Thursday, March 25,
at the First National Bank meet-
ing room. A special meeting with
the board and architect will be at a
noon luncheon meeting at the hos-
pital on March 26.

Mobile Digital Mammography

Better Detection. Faster Results.
Less Travel for You.
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Digital Mammograms. Mobile Testing.

Hays Med and Cheyenne County Hospital are partnering to bring state-of-the-art digital mam-
mography services to the community. Digital mammograms provide faster results and a higher
detection rate than traditional mammography.

While up to 70% of other screening facilities in the United States are still using film-screen
mammography*, Hays Med is leading the way in bringing this digital technology to rural
Kansas. Also, Hays Med utilizes Computer Aided Detection (CAD), a sophisticated, enhanced
software program that aids in finding early breast cancers.

Despite confusing statements recently in the national media about the best age to get
mammograms, mammograms do aid in early detection of breast cancer. Hays Med and
Cheyenne County Hospital encourage you to follow these recommended guidelines:

* Talk to your doctor about your individual history
* Ask questions
* Make the decision that is right for you

The Mobile Mammography Unit will be in your area as follows:
Every 4th Tuesday
Cheyenne County Hospital
210 W. 1st Street - St. Francis

For more information about how you can take advantage of these mobile digital mammogra-
phy services, or to find out when the mobile unit will next be in your area, call:

785-332-2104

Digital Mammography

L

In partnership with Cheyenne County Hospital - St.
*Science News, August 2009
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