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Census workers move 
on to the difficult stage
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Lines from the Library
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GOD SAYS
Better is little with the fear of the Lord than 

great treasure and trouble therewith. Better is 
a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled 

ox and hatred therewithin. A wrathful man 
stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger 

appeaseth strife.                            
Proverbs 14:16-18

The 2010 Census moves on to the difficult 
stage now, with workers trying to track down 
those who did not return or complete their 
forms.

If a lot of forms don’t come back, one reason 
might be that the Census Bureau bungled the 
opportunity to communicate with its audience 
by using community newspapers and broadcast 
stations.

Concerned apparently that someone might say 
the wrong thing, the bureau changed its rules 
and forbade workers from giving any interviews 
this year. Last year, the same area supervisors 
could and did give interviews, and people had a 
much better idea of what was going on.

Perhaps big-city newspapers has a better shot 
at finding someone who could or would talk. 
We wouldn’t know. The people on the ground 
out in our towns, while mostly knowledgeable, 
had been told not to share with the public. 

What a way to get a message out.
Worse yet, the Census had no budget for adver-

tising except, apparently, on national television, 
reaching mostly the large markets. Out here in 
the nooks and crannies of America, where peo-
ple can get lost, there was not a dime.

Community newspapers and broadcasters 
could easily have pushed the Census message 
to every corner of this and every state. Instead, 
we got nothing. 

None of this should be a surprise to rural 
Americans, who are used to being overlooked 

in the country’s metro-oriented culture. There’s 
a sense that the millions of people out there be-
yond the smog and city haze just don’t count 
for much.

And maybe we should be used to that by 
now. 

But the Census Bureau had an important mes-
sage to get out. We could have helped.

Not only did we get no ads; we couldn’t even 
find someone to talk to us for a news story. The 
people out here had their mouths taped shut, 
and the “public relations” offices knew nothing 
about what was going on here.

When we did reach someone who would 
comment, for instance, she told the reporter 
that Census forms would be “in the mail” that 
day. When they appeared on door knobs around 
town the next day, many were surprised.

You’d think an agency that has 10 years to 
plan its every move would be ready to move 
with confidence. Such is the state of federal 
competence, however. The bureau obviously 
had no idea how to handle information. None 
at all.

The agency should have empowered and 
trained its employees to spread the word. It 
could have directed just a fraction of what it 
spent on television for effective ads in commu-
nity media. But it did neither.

Since the chance won’t come again for a de-
cade, that’s truly a shame. The opportunity is 
lost, but the problem remains. — Steve Haynes

margeb@cityofstfrancis.net
For years I have thought that Kurt 

really wasn’t hard of hearing — he 
just had selective hearing. However 
lately I have noticed that I don’t 
hear everything like I used to.

Since I have been retired, I usu-
ally have the TV on, but most of 
the time I don’t know what is really 
playing, it is just noise.

One day an advertisement came 
on and I knew it was another phone 

company, but it sort of stopped me 
short. The lady is saying that they 
are a Cox family now. It is the best 
plan for her busy family. She has a 
husband, two children and a new 
bedspread.

Well that bedspread thing really 
threw me and I wondered what on 
earth a bedspread had to do with a 
busy family that needed a phone at 
their ear all the time.

Several times it came on but 

I never paid attention until the 
“bedspread” was over. Finally the 
time came and instead of a new 
bedspread it showed their dog and 
the word was new best friend.

So much for the selective hear-
ing thing. Now I just say, “If you 
hadn’t of ran the TV so loud all 
these years I could still hear.” You 
know it has to be someone’s fault.

Casey’s Comments By
Casey

McCormick

Hearing

By Casey McCormick
scmccormick@nwkansas.com 

Here is an interesting bit of 
Americana. Have you ever heard 
of Sam Born? I’ll give you a hint: 
he was a candy maker.

Born emigrated from Russia to 
the United States in 1910. He had 
learned how to make candy in the 
Old Country, but knew he could 
do it better in America.

First settling in California, Born 
invented a machine that could 
insert a stick into a lollipop. The 
year was 1916. 

That might not sound like much, 
but the people of San Francisco 
were so impressed they gave him 
the keys to the city.

Another one of Born’s creations 
were Jimmies. These are the 
chocolate sprinkles that go on ice 
cream.

After moving across the country 
he opened a small candy store in 
New York City in 1926. Proud of 
the freshness of his products, Born 
used his name and called his com-
pany “Just Born.”

As the business grew he moved 
his operation to Bethlehem, Pa. 
To expand his line of candy, Just 
Born bought out the Rodda Candy 
Company in 1953. 

The main purpose was to add 
jelly beans to their mix. But in the 
back of the building a group of 
women were making small, three-
dimensional marshmallow treats 

by hand. Born and his family were 
fascinated by the chicks which 
Rodda made only at Easter time.

Originally it took 27 hours to 
make a single, yellow chick. But 
in 1954, Just Born began mass 
production of these little treasures 
that are now distributed through-
out America and Canada. Thus 
became “Peeps.”

Today Peeps are made for other 
holidays and they come in vari-
ous shapes and colors. So the next 
time your kids or grandkids (or 
yourself) enjoy a Peep, you’ll 
have Sam Born to thank for shar-
ing them.

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Farm Bureau, St. Fran-
cis; Walter Forsythe, St. Francis; 
Eddy Schultz, St. Francis; David 
Northrup, St. Francis; Rodney My-
ers, St. Francis; Tri-State Irrigation, 
St. Francis; Gail Roy, Norton; Lin-
da Carmichael, Lakewood, Colo.; 
Ole and Betsy Cram, Riverside, 
Calif.; Charlsie Rogers, St. Fran-
cis; Goodland Greeline, Wheeler; 
Ana Enfield, Severance, Colo.;

By Pat Leibbrandt
The St. Francis Public Library has 

the following new books: The Sum-
mer Hideaway by Susan Wiggs; 
Split Image by Robert Parker; Big 
Girl by Danielle Steel; Coming Of 
The Storm by Michael and Kath-
leen Gear; Fantasy In Death by J.D. 
Robb; Not My Daughter by Barbara 
Delinsky; The New Merck Manual 

Home Health Handbook by Robert 
S. Porter; The South Beach Diet by 
Arthur Agatston; Complete Guide 
to Prescription And Non prescrip-
tion Drugs; by Winter H. Griffith; 
What To Eat If You Have Cancer by 
Maureen Keane.

The following new books have 
arrived in the children’s depart-
ment: Johnny Tractor’s Fun Farm 

Day by Dena Neusner; Goodnight, 
Johnny Tractor by Dena Neusner; 
Millie Cow by Jo Rigg; You And 
Me! (Helping Hands) by Georgie 
Birkett; Grow It (Helping Hands) 
by Georgie Birkett; Horton Hears 
A Who...DVD; The Wheels On The 
Bus...DVD; The Very Hungry Cat-
erpillar And Other Stories...DVD; 
The Velveteen Rabbit...DVD.

Honor Rolls
New and renewed Herald sub-

scriptions: Terry Bandel, St. Fran-
cis; Yost Farm Supply, St. Francis; 
Delores Wiley, St. Francis; Tim 
Trumbo, St. Francis; Todd Neit-
zel, St. Francis; Betty Meads, In-
dianapolis, Ind.; Janet Carman, 
St. Francis; Dave Hickert, Bird 
City; Deloy Rogers, St. Francis; 
Debbie Lindsten, St. Francis; 
Gilbert Ochsner, St. Francis; Bill 
Wilson Accounting, St. Francis; 
David Busby, Napa, Calif.; Ron 

O’Leary, Topeka; Margie Patton, 
St. Francis; Vada Burkhalter, Bird 
City; Carol Rogers, St. Francis; 
Jess Williams, St. Francis; 

Logan and Janis McKinney, 
Portland, Ore.; Scotty Ray, Ander-
son, Alaska; Tobe Zweygrdt, St. 
Francis; Wilma Lampe, St. Fran-
cis; Ed Marin, St. Francis; Mike 
Fossett, Sun City, Ariz.; Western 
State Bank, St. Francis; Amelia 
Meyer, Bethune, Colo.; Roberta 
Graves, Lakewood, Colo.; Wil-

liam Terry, St. Francis; Joy Fish-
er, Harrisonville, Mo.; Virginia 
Miley, St. Francis; Fred Stasser, 
St. Francis; Victoria Clapper, St. 
Francis; Steve and Leanna John-
son, El Dorado; Farrell McAtee, 
St. Francis; Joyce Faulkender, 
St. Francis; Rodney Radcliffe, 
St. Francis; Bradley Waters, Bird 
City; Lyle Lukas, Wray, Colo.; 
Harold Mitchell, Burlington, 
Colo.

5 years ago - 2005
The Goodland Regional 

Medical Center named Jason 
Johnson of St. Francis as “Em-
ployee of the Year.” Johnson is 
a registered respiratory thera-
pist at the medical center.

The Indian wrestlers won 
first place at the Prairie Clas-
sic at Hays. Team members 
include Josh Carpenter, Matt 
Brown, Jordan Gienger, Trevor 
Richard, Dylan Loyd, Gavin 
Smull, Devin Rohweder, Gabe 
Gienger, Gabe Walz, Seth 
Swihart, Derek Ross, Brennon 
Wilger, Gabe Smull and Josh 
Walters.

A bridge on River Street north 
of the Equity has been demol-
ished. At one time this was the 
main bridge for crossing the Re-
publican River as people trav-
eled along K-27. Tobe Zwey-

gardt said the highways leading 
to and from the city were much 
different than they are today.

Jerry Toler, St. Francis, has 
been named as a new member of 
the Cheyenne County Hospital 
Board.

Close to 80 people attended 
a meeting which was held to 
explain what kind of building 
was being proposed for the fire 
trucks and ambulances plus of-
fice, meeting room and storage 
place.

A freight truck recently rolled 
into town with the new seats 
to be installed at the Cheyenne 
Theater. The new seats are big-
ger and more comfortable.
20 years ago - 1990

Steve Nolan and Don Webster 
of Haigler have retired from the 
Equity board after giving many 
years of service.

After more than 20 years, 
Grace Faulkender has decided 
to close the doors of Faulkender 
Hardware for good. She will be 
liquidating her stock during the 
next few months. Grace and her 
husband, Fizz, bought the busi-
ness from Alice Danielson in 
1968.

Heidi Ann Yonkey, daughter 
of Gary and Miraim Yonkey of 
Wheeler, was the first baby born 
in Cheyenne County in 1990. 
She was born on Jan. 15.
50 years ago - 1960

Army Major Donald R. Board-
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. Evin 
L. Boardman of St. Francis, is 
an Assistant Inspector General 
of the Berlin Command. He 
arrived in the “Divided City” 
on Oct. 8, 1959, from the 95th 
Civil Affairs Group in Fort Gor-
gan, Ga.
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