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Meet the Candidates

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Ward Cassidy of St. Francis is
running as a
Republican for
state representa-
tive of the 120th
District, which
includes Chey-
enne, Rawlins,
Decatur, Nor-
ton and Phillips
counties.

We need to
have a strong
voice in Topeka,
he says, stronger than in the past.

“If we don’t all stand up to protect
our northwest Kansas way of life,”
Mr. Cassidy said, “we will have to
take what is dished out.”

“Everyone needs to work togeth-
er to solve problems. We need to
preserve our lifestyle.”

He uses the acronym “CAVE,”
which he said stands for commu-
nication, availability, visibility and
energy, to describe his approach to
the job.

He said he wants to communicate
with all groups in the district and he
is asking people for ideas on how is-
sues and proposed bills would affect
them.

“I have many farmer, business
and medical friends that have great
knowledge and are always willing
to help,” he said. “The key is input
from northwest Kansas people —
not lobbyists and special interest
groups.”

He plans to be available anywhere
he goes, whether it is at school ac-
tivities or just out and about, visiting
in the five counties. He thinks being
“visible” is important.

“I’'m going to be visible in the
counties as well as the four months
I am at the capital,” he said, adding
that he has lots of energy which he
plans to put to work for the people
of the district.

Mr. Cassidy said he doesn’t be-
lieve in raising taxes but wants to
make sure the people in the district
get their fair share of services pro-
vided by the state. Kansas has 33
taxes, he said.

Cassidy

“We need to find a way to elimi-
nate some of those taxes and help
businesses,” he said. “We are going
to have less services, which include
the cuts in education, medical and
senior citizens services. We need to
make sure we keep as many services
as we can in northwest Kansas.”

In this part of the state, he said,
agriculture is our biggest industry.

“We need to do everything pos-
sible to maintain Ag communities
without raising taxes,” he said. “We
provide the food — the government
needs to provide the services!”

Mr. Cassidy said he doesn’t be-
lieve in gay marriages and doesn’t
think gun control is necessary.

He said he has been in education
for 40 years, working six years as
a teacher, 16 years as a counselor
and 20 years as a principal, much of
that time in St. Francis. He and his
wife Gloria, also a teacher, have two
daughters, Penny and Jenny, and six
grandchildren.

“Being in education, I can think
of several ways we can cut state
costs,” Mr. Cassidy said.

“There are so many restrictions
that the state makes on schools,” he
said. “They send out people to check
the schools. Today, these checks can
be done online, which will save the
state money.”

“Besides”, he said, “schools can
take care of themselves.”

The state spends 52 percent of
the budget on public education and
11 percent on higher education. Mr.
Cassidy pointed out that he has a
specialist degree in education fi-
nance from Fort Hays State Univer-
sity.

“I know education finance,” he
said.

He is asking the people to come
to the polls in August and Novem-
ber.

“I want to see the largest turnout
in the history of our five counties,”
he said. “Then, maybe the Legisla-
ture will take notice.

“We have the best people and a
lifestyle that we have worked hard
for. Let’s fight to keep it that way.”

For more information, go to the
web at www.wardcassidy.com.

Candidate forum
set for Saturday

A candidate forum for county,
state and federal offices will start
at 11 a.m. Saturday at the Jayhawk
Theater in Atwood.

The Rawlins County Republi-
can Central Committee has invit-
ed all three candidates for 120th
District state representative, three
candidates for Rawlins County
commissioner and the seven run-
ning for the Ist Congressional

District seat.

Peggy Cabrinha, one of the or-
ganizers, said that she has sent out
e-mails and personal invitations,
but as of Monday night didn’t
know who was planning to at-
tend.

The forum will take place right
after the parade which marks the
end of the Rawlins County Fair.

Come & Go Celebration
Roger Jensen’s 60th
Saturday, July 24th

412 E. Spencer Street

for
Birthday!

7-10 p.m.

Open House

Thursday, Aug. 5
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Capstone Counseling, LLC.

112 E. Spencer Street, St. Francis

By Steve Haynes
s.haynes@nwkansas.com

After seven terms in the Kansas
House, Rep.
John Faber says
he’s moved into
akey position as
chair of the Ag-
riculture Budget
subcommittee
in the House
Appropria-
tions Commit-
tee, drawing up
the budget for
agriculture pro-
grams vital to his district.

It hasn’t been all that much fun
the last couple of years, how-
ever, having to cut programs across
the board as the state’s revenues
sank lower and still lower during
the deepest recession in more than
half a century.

“I thought long and hard about
whether I wanted to run again,”
said Mr. Faber, who farms north of
Brewster, on a farm southern Raw-
lins County. “We’ve been through
a few years that were horrendous. I
guess we’ll see what (state) revenue
does at the end of the month.

“I don’t think this new sales tax
will do the job. I fear people who
shop across the state line, are taking
their tax dollars with them.”

He said one area grocery told him
a sales-tax increase was the worst
thing the state could do to raise
money.

“He said he’s always supported
education, but if we raise that sales
tax, it’ll just be another nail in his
coffin.”

Mr. Faber said he voted against
the governor’s proposal to raise the
sale tax 1 percent to restore cuts in
education and social programs this
spring, but did vote for a .4 of 1
percent increase he said could have
done the same thing.

Some Kansas counties will have
sales tax rates of 9 to 10 percent, he
noted, and that could drive many
shoppers out of state.

Rep. Faber said he’d been chair
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of the Agriculture Committee un-
til last year, when the speaker and
leadership asked him to take on the
budget job. Agriculture has taken
cuts, he said, but this year, he was
“a little more successful” at getting
more money back.

He said he found a way for the at-
torney general to issue $19 million
in bonds to pay for water lawsuits,
with the bonds to be repaid later.
Water issues will be important as
the focus switches to the Missouri
River, he said.

As for education, he said, as a for-
mer member of the Brewster School
Board, he understands the needs.

“We shored that budget up,” he
said, adding that he also understands
and supports the need for state aid to
the disabled.

What state revenues do in July
may signal what’s ahead, he said,
especially if they don’t meet projec-
tions.

“July isn’t a very good month to
look at,” he said, “but at least it’ll
give us an idea of what’s coming
down the road. Another deficit will
mean another tough session. We will
be looking for what tax to increase.”

He said he thinks his experience
means something, especially with
redistricting next year after the re-
sults of the federal census are in. A
freshman representative, he said,
won’t be able to hold onto a good
position for western Kansas.

“As I listen to the people I talk
to,” he said, “it sounds like I’ve got
a lot of support. I'm hearing some
pretty good things.”

Asked about reports that he lives
mostly in Topeka now, Mr. Faber,
who’d just finished wheat harvest,
answered firmly.

“I’ve been in Topeka one time
since the session,” he said. “It was
three days for rules and regulations.
I farm here. I shop here. I do every-
thing in northwest Kansas. That’s
how I make my living.

“I’'m home weekends every two
or three weeks during the session.
It costs the state $450 in mileage to
have me travel back and forth.”

“Get your car clean as new”
Complete detail
interior & exterior

Wash, wax and vacuum
Call for an appointment
Yost Ford Mercury

785-332-2188

Bob Strevey, a wheat and milo
farmer and stockman from the Nor-
catur area, wants to give people a
choice, so he is
running  once
again as a Dem-
ocrat for the
120th  District
seat in the state
House of Repre-
sentatives.

This will be
Mr.  Strevey’s
sixth try at the
seat, held by
John Faber of Brewster.

Mr. Strevey, 67, a retired teacher,
lives on the family farm south of
Norcatur, and except for a short stint
in the Army during the Vietnam
War, has always lived in Decatur
County. He and Kay, his wife of 39
years, have three grown daughters,
Trudi McCollum of Liberty, Mo.,
and Wendy Tien and Hollie Richie
of Andover, and seven grandchil-
dren.

After being drafted in 1966, he
served a tour of duty in Vietnam,
Mr. Strevey said, then served in the
Army Reserve for 20 years until
finally retiring as a lieutenant colo-
nel.

He has been on the boards of the
Oberlin-Decatur County Economic
Development Corp., the Norca-
tur United Methodist Church and
the U.S. Highway 36 Association,
president of the Norcatur Citizens
Alliance and a member of the Hun-
ger Task Force for the Kansas West
Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

Mr. Strevey said that he feels that
people need a choice and, while
there are two Republicans running
in the primary, there also needs to be
at least two names on the ballot in
the general election in November.

“It’s hard to have a good, func-
tioning democratic process if there’s
only one name on the ballot,” he
said.

If elected, Mr. Strevey said, he
understands that his would only be
one voice out of 125 in the House.
However, he said, he thought that

Strevey

the state needs to get back to some
fiscal responsibility.

For years, he said, the state has
cut taxes. Now that there is no
money, and instead of raising those
taxes again, the state is borrowing
money.

“We should try to get our fis-
cal house in order,” he said. “You
should have to pay as you go.

“Both of my opponents are
against raising any taxes, but most
businessmen will tell you that if you
have a financial shortfall you need
to work from both ends. You have to
cut expenses and raise revenues.”

Mr. Strevey said that he was once
an Eisenhower Republican and pay
as you go was his philosophy. But
the Republican party has dumped
those principles, he said.

Mr. Stevey also said that he thinks
the state should help Decatur County
repair three bridges that are in great
disrepair before someone gets hurt.

Brethower

Card
Shower
requested

Leon Brethower will celebrate
his 80th birthday on July 31. His
family would like to request a
card shower to help him celebrate.
His address is 3115 Road Q, Bird
City, KS 67731.
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The Stamps

You Can’t Wait to Get Your

+ PRE-INKED (NO STAMP PAD NEEDED)

+ CLEANER, EASIER TO USE

+ 50,000 IMPRESSIONS BEFORE RE-INKING
+ DOZENS OF MODELS
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Hands On.

Little Audrey’s Gourmet

Hickory Sauces
Original, Jalapeno, Habanero & Meat Baste
Enhance Flavor in ALL meats

Award Winning Sauces

Good Tasting!
Available at:

Your Friendly Uptown Meat Market & Deli
and Hilltop General Store
Ist & 2nd Place Awards with all Flavors.

Lip Smacking!!

Up to 3 toppings
Speciality
Super Speciality

Visit us on:
W. Hwy. 36 in St. Francis or
Call us at: (785) 332-2601
Carry-Out or Dine-in
HOURS: Thursday * 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Fri. & Sat.* 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sun. ¢ 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN

Extra topping $1

$2 more for stuffed crust on medium and large
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDR 2

Ind. Med. Lg.
$8 $10 $12
$10 $12 $14
$11 $13 $15
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Accepting
Credit
Cards

Vote

MARCK COBB

REPUBLICAN

FOR CONGRESS

Paid for by Cobb for Congress.net

(620) 755-0158

2nd Beginnings Thrift Store
Will be close Aug. 1 thru Aug. 24

for remodeling.
Large Sack Sale
July 28th, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.; July 30th,

9 am. - 6 p.m.; July 31st 9 a.m. - noon
Clothing racks will be full of new items for sale.
Includes everything but consignment items.
Please no drop offs from July 28 thru Aug. 25th.
Thanks!!!

309 S. Bird Ave. * Bird City © 785-734-2443 or 734-2728

HOST AN EXCHANGE
STUDENT TODAY!

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Anna from Germany,

16 yrs.

| Likes skiing, swimming,

d  dancing and art. Anna
hopes 1o join a drama club
while in the USA.

Jean from France,

17 yrs.

Loves camping and
playing soccer. Jean’s
dream has been lo spend
a school year in the USA.

or Virginia at (785) 332-3414
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Make this year the most exciting, enriching year ever for you and your family.
Share your world with a young foreign visitor from abroad. Welcome a high
school student, 15-18 years old, from France, Spain, Germany, Thailand,
Denmark, China, Japan, Russia or Italy as part of your family for a school
year and make an overseas friend for life.

For more information or to select your own exchange student from
applications with photos, please call: Marcy at 1-800-888-9040

www.world-heritage.org

WORLD HERITAGE

‘ SF3-29 .indd 1

World Heritage is a public benefit, non-profit organization

Has your 11 to 18 year-old had his or her
recommended vaccines?

Take advantage of our
“Summer Vaccination Event”

July 28 - 30, 2010
Cheyenne County Health Department
8:30 a.m.

No appointment necessary

For more information and to see which vaccines
your child needs contact the
Cheyenne County Health Department
at
785-332-2381
Mila Bandel, RN - County Health Nurse

- 6 p.m.

Call 332-2421
or stop by
and talk to
one of the

guys!

The Heat Is On!

Keep your car cool by having the coolant

Station
785-332-2421
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