Court oks police to
invade your privacy

A federal appeals court says it’s OK for the
police to slip into your yard or home and slip a
global positioning device onto your car.

The court ruled that federal drug agents had
not violated a suspected drug dealer’s rights
when they snuck into his driveway at night and
attached a GPS recording device to his Jeep.

In court, the agents testified that the Jeep vis-
ited sites where marijuana was grown, linking
the defendant to the crimes. The judges of the
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled twice, a
three-judge panel, and later the full court, that
the GPS logs could be used as evidence.

Though some, including the chief judge, dis-
sented, the court ruled that there’s no reason
agents would need a warrant to attach the device
to the Jeep. The dissenters said they believed,
however, that the man’s rights had been vio-
lated. One judge called the technique “creepy,”
the agents crawling under the man’s car in the
night.

The tactic itself is nothing new. Cops have
been attaching bugs, beepers and tracking de-
vices to suspects’ cars for years. It’s just that the
technology has gotten a lot more sophisticated.
GPS devices using today’s software can project
trips onto a map, showing exactly where a ve-
hicle went.

Truth of the matter is, most of us are recording
the same information all the time. Agents would
need a warrant to get most of that, however, so

— Hangin” With Marge —+

Snakes Again

there is a difference. We think.

Cell phones can track the bearer by block and
mile. Your phone, when on, talks to the nearest
tower continually. How did you think the com-
puter finds you when someone calls? It has to
know where you are. It remembers.

Newer phones have GPS technology; they talk
with the satellite system and record positions —
if you turn that feature on. This gives them the
ability to broadcast your location to the 911 op-
erator in an emergency, but your phone is quite
capable of remembering where you’ve been.

And remember, your phone tracks every call
you make, to whom and where.

And the sweet-talking GPS in your car? Of
course, it remembers where you’ve been all
week as well. Notice those little blue lines go-
ing down the streets around your house.

If the government subpoenas your Garmin,
you’d better hope you stopped only at the gro-
cery, not the drug dealer’s house — or your girl-
friend’s.

So with everyone recording their every move,
do we have any expectation of privacy? With
surveillance cameras at every store and on ev-
ery corner?

Still, we can’t agree that federal agents should
be able to sneak into your driveway and bug
your car without a warrant. That is creepy.

And so much a sign of our times.

— Steve Haynes

Margaret

margeb@cityofstfrancis.net

Most of you probably wonder
why I talk about the snakes so of-
ten, but this time it is different.

Many of our neighbors are hav-
ing the same problem. It is a dif-
ferent year for the rattlesnakes
— more different than I have ever
seen.

One of our neighbors told Kurt
that she carries a gun every time
she steps out the door and she is
killing at least one rattlesnake a
week.

We have killed at least six or
seven this summer and they are
not out in the pasture, they are in

scmccormick@nwkansas.com

There are few things more satis-
fying than having a seed or seed-
ling planted in the spring turn into
a jar of goodness in the late sum-
mer.

Once again all the effort of turn-
ing soil, weeding, watering, nur-
turing and caring for a little plot
of earth that is our garden has all
been worth while. The days and
nights spent worrying about hail
and mornings and afternoons with
backs bent over have paid out,
several time over.

Lezlie and I have put up three
batches of pickled cucumbers and
okra. Yellow squash, zucchini,
green peppers and jalapenos have
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our fenced-in yard.

I have always had a lot of re-
spect for snakes, but really wasn’t
deathly afraid of them. I know that
if it is a rattlesnake, it will rattle
and you just step away from it.

Last week I was working in one
of my flower beds and I pulled a
big week out and there the snake
was not over 3 inches of where my
hand had been. He was coiled but
he didn’t bother to rattle nor did
he bother to try to get away.

I went to the house and got the
shotgun and it still just looked
at me. I fired and believe me the
snake flew about a foot in the air .

Casey’s Comments

graced our table. And now the to-
matoes have arrived.

Nothing, I mean nothing, can
compare to the flavor of a just
picked, home-grown tomato. Just
ask our daughter Lexi. This time
of year we can’t have enough
tomatoes to go with the cottage
cheese around to keep her happy.

Last weekend, with over 50 red
beauties on the counter, Lez and
I got busy making her famous
salsa. Even in a hot kitchen, it is
a pleasure to be around piles of
fresh onion, garlic, peppers and,
of course, blanched and peeled to-
matoes. Our little kitchen takes on

Bucholtz P

The flower had been blown in half
with about a three-inch cut down
the center.

I told Kurt about it at noon and
asked if he would please move it
for me. He did but he just couldn’t
believe that it hadn’t rattled. When
I told some other people about it,
they told me that they had recently
had the same experience.

Please, anyone reading this be-
ware of the snakes and watch your
children closely. For the first time
in my life, I am afraid to go out in

the yard and pull weeds.
Casey iy
McCormick | %)

the look of a Mexican factory as
we alternate between boiling pots
and rattling Mason jars and lids
that are sterilizing.

The entire scene is a delight to
the senses. Bright colors, pungent
smells and production sounds go
together as canned salsa lines the
counter.

Stepping back, a feeling of ac-
complishment comes with seeing
the final glory of our little, side-
yard garden. Now where are the
tortilla chips?

GOD SAYS

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost
thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand s
before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As

I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow fo me, and E
2] every tongue shall confess to God. So then every
il one of us shall give account of himself to God.
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Reader upset about mosque site

To the Editor:

In the past week President
Obama has voiced his support for
a Muslim Mosque to be built at
Ground Zero, the site of the 9-11
terrorist attacks in New York City.
This causes me to wonder what
was the president doing and think-
ing on that fateful day.

It seems like the president is dis-
connected to the American people
and their feelings. It has been sug-
gested by many of our nation’s
leaders that the mosque is really a
tribute to glorify the 9-11 Islamic
terrorists that killed 3,000 Ameri-
cans and caused so much grief
and pain. It was a terrible strike
against the United States, and we
will never forget it.

In my opinion, building a large
expensive mosque 13 stores high
looming over ground zero is dis-
respectful and dishonoring to the
victims and their families of 9-11.
What happened to the plans to
erect a memorial in honor of the
victims?

Most Americans support the
Constitutional rights that call
for freedom of religion; but not
at ground zero! New York al-
ready has over a hundred Mus-
lim mosques, and there are mega
Muslim mosques being built all
over America. Why is it so impor-
tant to build one near ground zero
where so many Americans were
murdered?

The project is headed up by
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Muslim cleric Feisal Abdul Rauf.
This is the same cleric who is be-
ing funded by the United States
State Department.

It has been said by the State De-
partment that Feisal Abdul Rauf
is a distinguished Muslim cleric
and they have a program through
their Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau that send people from
Muslim communities here in this
country around the world to help
people overseas understand our
society and the role of religion
within our society.

I ask is this coming from the
same president who during his

Letters to the Editor

visit to Turkey told the Muslim au-
dience that America is not a Chris-
tian, Jewish or Muslim nation.
And has the U.S. State Depart-
ment sent a Christian or Jewish or
any other religious representative
to the Middle East to “help people
overseas understand our society
and the role of religion...”
November elections are coming
up and [ urge everyone to vote, but
more than that; vote for the candi-
date that puts Americans first and
not their own agenda.
Let your voice be heard!
Marilyn Frisbie
McDonald

What value do ye get per $1

What value do ye get per $1:
wherefore do ye spend money for
that which is not bread? Alcohol,
drugs, tobacco, body painting,
piercing, tattoos, lotteries, sports,
and such like! “Woe unto him.
That giveth his neighbor drink...

At the last, it biteth like a
serpent, and stingeth like an
adder”...”Ye shall not make any
cuttings in your flesh...nor print
any marks upon you.”

On news, “Woman was tram-
pled to death by spooked horses...
Lil dog half blinded (an eye left
dangling)! Kids health org cities,
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“6 Dead, 9,300 injured by fire-
works,..

..so let the tradition fizzle out
They don’t hold a candle to a door
rattling, house shuddering, thun-
der booming. panoramic, lighten-
ing blitz, ANYHOW! What value
do yet get per $1?

“What shall it profit a man if
he shall gain the whole world and
lose his own soul? Or what shall
a man give in exchange for his
soul?” Mark 8: 36-37.

Frank Sowers,
Benkelman, Neb.
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