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6:30 a.m. ➧Breakfast available from the 
Idalia FCE Bicentennial Club
9 a.m. ➧ Black Powder Shoot
  ➧ Quilt show presented by 
    Beecher Island Helping Hand Club
10 a.m. ➧  Pedal Tractor Pull
  ➧ Lunch with the Wray Lions Club. 
Musical entertainment provided by the 
Swinging Seniors.
1 p.m. ➧ Games & races for all ages 
Horse Shoe Pitching, prizes awarded 
in all categories;  World Famous Dry 
Land Turtle Race. 
7 p.m. ➧ In the Beecher Island Audito-

Saturday, Sept. 18th

6:30 a.m. ➧ Pancake Breakfast with the Idalia Lions Club
9:45 a.m. ➧ Flag raising ceremony by area Boy Scouts.
10 a.m. ➧ Sunday Service with Mel Berg.
Lunch with the Wray Lions Club.
1 p.m. ➧ Loretta Thompson’s Western Trio 
“Arikaree” sung by Sara Drohan
History Presentation: Joy Hayden
Drawing for Baskets and Quilt

BEECHER ISLAND
REUNION

Sunday, Sept. 19th

rium: Award Winning Performers, Jeanne & Jerome — Call 
of the West with special guest Jon Messenger, WMA 
Award Nominated Songwriter.

Vap Construction, Inc.
Atwood, Kansas 

The Leading Contractor for 
Post Frame Buildings in Your Area

New Spring Special:  Western Style Horse Barn 
(see classified ad for specifications)

Fully Licensed & Insured

  
www.vapconstruction.com or 1-866-492-1978

Western Sprinklers, 
your complete

 Irrigation Store.

• Underground PVC 
      Pipe & Wire • 
• Valley Pivots •
• Pivot Parts - All
      Brands •

• Pump Repair •
• Gear Heads •
• Electric Motors •
• Pivot Insurance •  

For all your irrigation needs.

Western Sprinklers Inc.
Colby, Kan. 67701

785-462-6755

Bus. Hwy. 54 & Crossings West Drive
P O Box 2651 Lake Ozark, MO 65049

Phone (573) 365-7272 • Fax (573) 365-7273 
ProStarAuctions.com

Central Missouri’s Lake of the Ozarks 
6 Premier Waterfront Homes

To Be Auctioned October 2, 2010

Premier waterfront homes  in Porto Cima, Grand Pointe 
Island and Lake Ozark from 2,500 to 7,400 square feet - 
offering many upgrades - unbelievable views -  private 
settings - custom kitchens - multi car garages, and much, 
much more!

See all 6 Premier Homes
@ ProStarAuctions.com!

PriVATe ViP SHOWiNG

573-365-7272
Go on line and check our Investment  Properties Auction on Sept 18 - AND our 

Home, condos, and lots auction  on Sept 25  - See ProStar Auctions.com for details.

We are seeking a Human Resources Director to 
perform all activities related to the hospital and clinic 

staffs including but not limited to payroll, benefits, 
recruitment and selection, performance evaluations 
and employee relations. Experience and Bachelor’s 

Degree are preferred. 
Cheyenne County Hospital offers competitive wages 

and a comprehensive benefit package. Cheyenne 
County Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 

Please go online to learn more or email 
llacy@cheyennecountyhospital.com  
www.cheyennecountyhospital.com 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
AT 

CHEYENNE COUNTY HOSPITAL

- An entrepreneurial attitude
- Personal & financial success
- A natural drive to succeed
- Interest in helping others

Farm Bureau Financial Services has an 
excellent business opportunity waiting for you.
We’re looking for people with the right skills to fill posi-
tions in the St. Francis-Bird City area.  The right candidate is 
someone who possesses:

If you are interested in joining our team, send your re-
sume and cover letter to 
Lisa.Fairbanks@fbfs.com or go to 
www.wheremybusinessbegins.com. 
Sales experience not required.

Claude O’Leary died in San Di-
ego, Calif., on Thursday, July 29, 
2010. Born Dec. 19, 1921, in St. 
Francis, Kan., Claude was the sec-
ond youngest of Frank and Mary 
O’Leary’s fi ve children. In 1941, 
he left the family farm and headed 
west, fi rst settling in Oregon, and 
then moving to Burbank to work 
for Lockheed. During World War 
II, he was a paratrooper in the 101 
Airborne at the Battle of Bastogne 
and was deployed on several other 
missions in France. 

After the war, he returned to 
Southern California and resumed 
working for Lockheed until he re-
tired in 1976.

In 1947, he met Lois Burke on 
a blind date while visiting his sis-
ter in Denver. In June 1948, they 
were married at St. Charles Cath-
olic Church, in North Hollywood 
and they lived in the San Fernando 
Valley raising fi ve children.

Claude is survived by his chil-
dren: Claudia (Craig) Norman, 
Paradise, Calif.; Dennis (Jan) 
O’Leary, Northridge, Calif.; Mary 
(Gordon) Middleton, San Diego, 
Calif.; Tim (Jamie) O’Leary, Se-
attle, Wash.; Brian (Bernadine) 
O’Leary, Denver, Colo.; grand-
children: Brandon, Amy and 
Sandy Norman, Kevin and Ryan 
O’Leary, Dylan and Shea O’Leary; 
and one great-grandchild: Louie 
(Norman) Etta. Surviving sibling 
is Francis Mager. 

He is preceded by his wife, 
Lois; siblings, Louis, Lloyd and 
Helen (Mills).

Claude and Lois were married 
55 years and traveled to Ireland, 
Scotland and all over the United 
States until Lois died in 2003. 

They enjoyed sharing their 
home on Costello Avenue as a 
destination for all relatives and 
friends to eat, sleep and relax. 
Their rumpus room was a meeting 
place for friends from St. Gene-
vieve elementary and high schools 
where they learned to shoot pool 
and play ping pong. 

Claude’s backyard-grown 
plums, apricots, lemons and 
grapefruit were legendary in the 
family circle.

In the 1950s, Claude built and 

owned one of the fi rst convenience 
stores in the Valley, to which he 
held title for 40 years. 

After retirement from Lockheed 
he enjoyed working as a starter at 
the Mission Hills Golf course. An 
avid golfer, he played golf every 
week, passing on to and sharing 
the enjoyment of the game with 
his children and grandchildren. 

Claude moved to San Diego in 
2005.

From his humble Kansas farm 
beginnings, Claude made his own 
way in life with unmatched self 
reliance and outstanding character. 
His hard-working personality and 
steadfast determination directed 
not only his own life but that of 
so many others. In his own old-
school parlance, he was a “stand 
up guy.” He had a great sense of 
humor and he was always there 
for his family and friends. He was 
always looking forward. He never 
gave up and he never fell behind.

As recounted at his and Lois’s 
50th wedding anniversary cel-
ebration:

• He had an uncanny knack for 
how to use glue, staples or elec-
trical tape on anything that may 
or may not have needed fi xing 
and even if he did fi x it (even if 
it didn’t need fi xing) would have 
at least worked differently than it 
did before.

• He would leave in the middle 
of the night with Mom and the fi ve 
kids all packed into the station 
wagon and drive across the coun-
try so that all those California kids 
could learn what it was like to live 
on a farm.

• He built a rec-room on the 
back of the house and put in a 
pool table so that all the kids could 
learn how to shoot pool.

• He gave all his boys, plus all 
the boys in the neighborhood, a 
summer crew cut to save money 
on barber costs.

• He taught each of his kids how 
to climb a ladder so that they could 
go up on the roof to fi x the swamp 
cooler, the value of changing the 
oil on their own cars and how to 
pick fruit.

Claude’s ashes were buried at 
sea off Long Beach, Calif.

Obituary
Claude O’Leary

Dec. 19, 1921 - July 29, 2010

Debra Harper, Donna and Nor-
vin Northrup were Saturday visi-
tors of Elaine and Jake Trembly at 
Cozad, Neb., and supper guests of 
Geri Best at Oxford, Neb.

Diana and Gordon Jenkins of 
Chesterfi eld, Va., were Monday 
to Friday guests of her parents, 
Donna and Norvin Northrup and 
sister, Debra and George Harper.

St. Francis NewsLocal prepares
for treasure hunt

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Donna Northrup has been 
collecting and selling antiques, 
furniture and other items for 34 
years. For many years, she had a 
shop near K-27 north of St. Fran-
cis. Then, in 1992,, she and her 
husband, Norvin, moved to town 
and she had Country Collage, an 
antique shop, built.

The shop is full but tastefully 
arranged so people can browse 
for hours, looking in cupboards 
and china hutches as well as 
searching the shelves and cor-
ners. 

She loves the U.S. 36 Treasure 
Hunt. There are regular shoppers 
who start in St. Francis, then 
move east.

The event, she said, helps the 
town as well as the businesses 
and individuals wanting to sell 
items, whether it be antiques, 
collectibles or just stuff.

Mrs. Northrup has a shopper 
who comes from Oregon to visit 
a brother on east of St. Francis. 
He always buys and has become 
a friend through the years, she 
said.

Two years ago at the Treasure 
Hunt, two couples from Tennes-
see stopped in and they were 

back last year and plan to be in 
St. Francis this year. They plan 
their vacation around the Trea-
sure Hunt and they all enjoy 
looking for different items.

Mrs. Northrup has her shop 
ready for the start of the Treasure 
Hunt. She said many of her cus-
tomers will stop by as early as 
Thursday. She is open through 
Saturday and closed Sunday.

What makes her stop the real 
treasure hunt is she is offering 
20- to 50-percent off storewide. 
There is a variety of items rang-
ing from antiques, to the 50s 
and 60s and a few unique newer 
items.

There are many salt and pepper 
shakers, decorator plates, blue 
and gray pottery, a huge case of 
glassware, Fenton glass items, 
quilts, linens ranging from the 
1940s to the 1950s.

She has a number of Depres-
sion glass items however, she 
said, that glassware is becoming 
more diffi cult to fi nd.

There is Fiesta ware, vintage 
lamps ranging from table to fl oor 
lamps; there are many different 
kinds of cookie jars and a collec-
tion of cups and saucers – the list 
goes on.

She fi nds a number of people 

interested in collecting table 
clothes from the 40s and 50s. 
Many of the table cloths are like 
new with bright colors. She said 
she had recently sold three and 
the woman hadn’t decided what 
she was planning to do with them 
but one would most likely be a 
curtain.

Another man buys things used 

in the 50s and has his home fur-
nished with this era of décor.

Being in the antique business, 
Mrs. Northrup says she become 
acquainted with many people 
with many interests and many 
preferences and Country Collage 
has something for most of them. 
The shop is open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

DONNA NORTHRUP puts the finishing touches on items for 
sale during the US 36 Treasure Hunt.    

                                                    Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Former student donates to school
By Karen Krien

karen.k@nwkansas.com
Former St. Francis high school 

graduate and his wife had mailed 
another $100 gift for the school. 

Superintendent Rob Schiltz re-
ported at the Thursday evening 
St. Francis Board of Education 
meeting that Michal and Renee 
Walker had given another $100. 
Mr. Walker, a fi rm supporter of 
the St. Francis Schools, is a 2001 
graduate. In the last three years, 
the Walkers have given $1,700 to 
be used where the board and ad-
ministration sees a need.

The board and administration 
talked about enrollment, bonuses 
for teachers as well as continuing 
the school year without raising ad-
ditional tax dollars.

Mr. Schiltz reported that the 
enrollment was up. As of Sept. 
9, there was one more student 
enrolled than last year. Even if it 
was only one student, the board 
indicated they were glad to see a 
positive fi gure instead of the drop 
in students as it has been the last 
several years.

Budget wise, Mr. Schiltz said, it 
doesn’t mean much this year but 

next year, the school will be able 
to use a three-year average which 
will help the budget. Mr. Schiltz 
also warned that, until the offi cial 
enrollment date on Sept. 20, there 
could be some students leaving.

The board approved fi ve out-of-
district students to attend the St. 
Francis Schools. Tayton, Taighe 
and Talexa, children of Tracy 
and Pamela Weeter; and Jesse 
and Laramie, children of Jim and 
Missy Jenkins have already start-
ed school. Board policy requires 
that the board approve requests; 
the board also waived the tuition 
charges.

Teacher bonuses/
Health insurance increases
At the end of the last school 

year, there was uncertainty with 
the budget. Superintendent Schil-
tz suggested that, if there was 
enough money, teachers would be 
given a bonus. 

Even with enrollment better 
than expected, Mr. Schiltz said, 
he could not recommend giving a 
bonus, especially when he looked 
at the new Blue Cross Blue Shield 
health insurance increases.

The salary adjustment is some-

thing the board has done in the 
past when it was feasible. The 
matter was tabled until the next 
meeting and the board turned to 
dealing with the insurance hike.

Blue Cross Blue Shields indi-
cated that the average increase 
for the school’s insurance would 
be around 11.5 percent. This rate 
would not take place until No-
vember.

Currently, the school pays $275 
a month toward a single plan and 
$550 a month toward any other 
type of plan for a total of $125,400. 
The board is considering raising 
the amount of money given to 
those with insurance to $40 per 
single plan and $80 toward other 
plans for a total of $18,240. The 
money would be taken out of the 
contingency reserve fund.

This matter was also tabled un-
til the next meeting.

Capital outlay resolution
Every fi ve years, the board pub-

lishes a resolution for the capital 
outlay mill levy. The current capi-
tal outlay resolution expires at the 
end of June.

For years, the St. Francis board 
has asked for 4 mills but they can 
levy up to 8 mills. Mr. Schiltz said 
that the taxpayers are already get-
ting bombarded with more taxes 
from the county and city, and he 
felt that the school could be kept 
in good shape with the same 4 
mills.

The school had already in-
creased the local option budget by 
4.3 mills for the current year.

The board approved that the res-
olution be published in The Saint 
Francis Herald for two weeks. 

League
Scott Carmichael, principal, 

reported that Dighton (11-man 
football team) had asked to join 
the Northwest Kansas League. 
Besides St. Francis, other schools 
in the league include Atwood/
Rawlins County, Oberlin/Deca-
tur County, Oakley, Hoxie and 
Quinter. 

Mr. Carmichael said the league 
could use another 2A high school. 
Hoxie and Quinter both play eight-
man football.

The board and administration 
talked about possibly meeting 
Dighton halfway to play football. 
They also talked about the pos-
sibility of having trouble fi nding 
11-man football teams to play in 
the future.

Since this was just informa-
tion for the board, no action was 
taken.

Job replacement
Mr. Schiltz talked about the 

replacement of Sharon Olofson, 
secretary, bookkeeper and board 
clerk. Mr. Schiltz said he and Mrs. 
Olofson will have a job description 
by the October meeting and will 
plan to interview in November. By 
December, Mr. Schiltz said he will 
plan to offer a contract.

Next meeting
The next meeting of the board 

has been set for 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 14, in the board room at 
the high school.Friday evening at Beecher Island 

the Carpenters (Bill, Hannah and 
Faith), Tumbleweed and others will 
be singing outside the cook’s shack 
by the old Sunday School, starting at 

6:30 p.m. You are welcome to attend 
and enjoy the music. This group has 
been entertaining on Friday eve-
ning of Beecher Reunion for several 
years.

Friday program
set for Beecher
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