There were 61 at Sunday school.

The Beecher Island Helping
Hand Club had a potluck dinner
for the Christmas meeting. They
will meet with Crystal Zion on
Jan. 5.

Boni and Pete Osmus hosted a
birthday supper for Holly Kock.
Kyl, Noah, Jake and Owen were
guests also.

Donna Dodge spent Wednesday
with Violet Brown.

Harry Ekberg and Carol Chap-
man attended the Christmas party
with Beulah Ekberg at the rest
home Saturday.

Patty Kinnear spent a couple of
days with Nettie May Welton this
past week.

Jan Neumann and Marcy Brown

Holiday Lights

“Our little village of Haigler is
decorated beautifully for the holi-
day season. Everyone in the com-
munity is encouraged to come tour
the lighted homes and streets. Merry
Christmas and Best wishes to all for
a Happy New Year,” Floy said.

Stan and LaNeta Carlock were
pleasantly surprised to have a visit
this past week from Gary Williams
of Hastings, Neb. Gary and his
crew, Midwest Movers, are the ones
who moved Country Schoolhouse
67 South from the cornfield west of
town to its current location on Por-
ter Avenue. He knew the museum
project was completed and wanted
to stop by to see it, and was most

pleased to see what had been done.

Galena Webster and LaNeta Car-
lock drove to Greeley and on to
Estes Park, Colo., on Friday. They
delivered several holiday baskets
of goodies, and enjoyed a long
visit with Lee Machin, owner of
Machin’s Cottages in the Pines in
Estes Park. The sisters returned to

St. John news

Men’s Bible study is weekly on
Thursday mornings from 7 to 7:30
at the St. John Church. All men are
welcome

St. John Church welcomes the
Idalia community to Christmas Eve
services at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Dec.
24. The 3 p.m. service will be an in-
formal, family service that will look
at the meaning of the song, “The
Twelve Days of Christmas.” The
7 p.m. service will be a traditional
service of scriptures and carols and
a program on, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas.” Both services will in-
clude candle lighting and the distri-
bution of traditional candy bags.

Christmas break
Idalia School Christmas break is

Beecher Island News

visited Bessie Dent last Monday
afternoon.

Andy Osmus was an overnight
guest of his parents, Boni and Pete
Osmus on Wednesday, Dec. 8.

Eunice Weed visited Bessie Dent
last Tuesday afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Allen just
returned from a long trip. They vis-
ited Shery!’s family in Alabama and
Justin’s family in Dallas, Texas.

Judy Shively returned home last
Tuesday from Enterprise, Ala.,
where she visited daughter, James
and Keri Kennedy and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Mansfield
visited Mr. and Mrs. Bill Mansfield
one day last week.

Gwen Shaver and Violet Brown
enjoyed lunch at Pizza Hut in Yuma

Haigler News

Haigler late Saturday evening.

Melissa Rosenfelt and sons,
Mitchell and Matthew Collicott
of McCook and Melissa’s mother,
Carolyn Rosenfelt of Benkelman
drove to Haigler on Sunday after-
noon. They all enjoyed lunch at the
Haigler cafe, spent some time deco-
rating graves at the Haigler cem-
etery, and then visited in the homes
of Stan and LaNeta Carlock and
Stan and Galena Webster. Mitch
and Matt are their nephews and
twin sons of their deceased brother,
Gail Collicott.

Iona Morris’s granddaughter,
Shauna Morris, is home from India
where she has been teaching In-
surance agents about the business.
She will be working in the office in
Lincoln for three months and then
return to India for another three
months.

Sophia Zuege was a luncheon
guest of Laura Pearl Wall on Fri-
day.

MerryLu and Bob Simmons vis-
ited Laura Pearl Wall on Sunday Af-
ternoon. They attended the Christ-

Idalia News

Dec. 20 to Jan. 3.
Books for Belize

As a community service project,
the Idalia Future Business Leaders
of America members are collect-
ing recycled children’s (kindergar-
ten through eighth grade) reading
books to be given to an underprivi-
leged elementary school in Belize.
All books collected can be either
used or in new condition.

There is a drop-off barrel avail-
able in the school lobby. If you have
questions please call the school and
ask for Adam, Matthew or Kinsey.

Recycling jeans

Recycle those old jeans! The pro-
gram is called “Blue into Green.”
Habitat for Humanity is now turn-
ing worn-out denim jeans into insu-

Friday.

Bonnie Jones visited Bessie Dent
Saturday and took her out to dinner.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Mansfield
visited the Ron Jackson and Ron
Braxton families in Greeley this
weekend.

Owen Johnson was an overnight
guest of Pete and Boni Osmus on
Thursday.

Tonya Simmons hosted supper in
honor of Quentin’s birthday for Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Simmons, Saturday.
Quentins were Sunday dinner guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Simmons.

Merry Lu Simmons visited Laura
Pearl Wall Wednesday afternoon.

mas Program at the Haigler United
Methodist Church.

Garry and Sharon Fisher of New-
berry Springs, Calif., spent a few
days of their vacation at Garry’s
mother’s home, visiting and doing
some yard cleaning and other chores.
For two days some little elves could
be seen raking, tearing down old
dilapidated fences and other “eye-
sores.” I am sure anyone that drives
by 338 Washington Avenue cannot
help but notice an improvement on
the property. They also plan to visit
Sharon’s parents in Minnesota and
their son, Jonathan, wife, Wendy,
and 10-month old granddaughter,
Taylor, near Kansas City.

On Wednesday, Lois Zuege drove
to McCook with two passengers,
Veda Douglass, and Floy Fisher, to
do some special Christmas shop-
ping for items not available locally.
It was a pleasant day and all enjoyed
the time together..

lation that will go into the homes it
builds for people in need. The jeans
are shredded and worked through
the normal process. They are non-
toxic, give off no gases and are
completely safe to install in homes.

The Bicentennial Family and
Community Education Club has
placed collection boxes at the Out-
back Fuel and Feed Station, the
Prairie Vista Cafe and the Idalia
School.

Idalia Exercise Hour

There is an exercise hour on
Mondays from 4 to 5 p.m. at the
Cornerstone Building.
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Moments With Mila

Winter Travel and Your Safety

Tis the season maybe for some
winter weather!!! Will you be pre-
pared? Find out about the latest
weather-related driving conditions
and stay alert to changing road/
weather conditions as you travel.
Make informed decisions as you
plan your trips. Travelers can eas-
ily do this by using the Kansas
Department of Transportation’s
(KDOT) free traveler information
services:

e Visit www.kandrive.org, the
department’s gateway for travel
information and trip planning in
Kansas. Like 511, the site provides
road condition and work zone in-
formation but also provides cam-
era and message sign views, and
links to other information, such
as Closed Roads Reports, Driving
Conditions Reports, weather and
travel information for other states
and more.

e Before you go: Call 511 from
any phone from anywhere in Kan-
sas or 1-866-511- KDOT (5368)
from anywhere in the U.S. (or if
you cannot access 511) for road
conditions, road work and travel
weather information for the Kan-
sas Turnpike and any Interstate,
U.S. or state highway in Kansas
or Nebraska. Phone numbers for
road condition in other surround-
ing states are also provided. You
can also call 511 for updates as
you travel, but please, for every-
one’s safety, don’t call while driv-
ing.

* 511 Mobile: For travelers who
use smart phones or blackberries,
they can visit 511mm.ksdot.org,
which offers map, camera and
message sign views and links to
weather in addition to road condi-
tions and roadwork information.

If at all possible, listen to
weather reports and get off the
road before a winter storm strikes.
Prepare for Kansas winters by
keeping a mini survival kit in your
vehicle, including the following
items at a minimum: phone, Ice
scraper, Extra winter clothing,
Red flag, Fuses/flares, Sand or
cat litter, Non-perishable food,
Matches/lighter, Traction mats,
Can opener, Flashlight, Tow rope
or chain, First Aid Kit, Candles,
Jumper cables, Metal coffee can,
Shovel, Blankets.

e If you become stranded in a
winter storm: Do not panic. Al-

ways work slowly to avoid over-
exertion. Attempting to push
a vehicle or shovel even small
amounts of snow may lead to a
heart attack.

e Stay in your vehicle: Do not
attempt to find help by walking.
You can quickly become disori-
ented in blowing and drifting
snow. Your car provides the best
protection from the weather and
you are more likely to be discov-
ered by highway maintenance
crews or law enforcement officers
if you remain in your car.

e Keep fresh air circulating:
Carbon monoxide can build up in
a tightly closed vehicle, especially
one sealed by blowing or drifting
snow. Run the motor sparingly and
open only the downwind window
to provide proper ventilation.

* Keep active: Clap your hands
and move your arms and legs vig-
orously from time to time to stim-
ulate circulation relieve muscle
tension and help keep you awake.

e Turn on your dome light: The
light will help you observe others
in the car and make your car vis-

County Health Nurse

ible to passersby. Do not permit al
occupants of the vehicle to sleep a
the same time.

If you’re stranded, call for hel;
on your cell phone: If you’re on ai
interstate, U.S. or Kansas highway
call *47. If you’re on the Kansa
Turnpike, call *KTA (582). Us
these numbers to report an emer
gency, accident, vehicle break
down, erratic driver, or crimina
activity. If you have difficult
reaching these numbers, call 911
If you’re stranded on a highway i1
the Kansas City, Topeka or Wichit.
areas, the Kansas Highway Patro
Motorist Assist Program (MAP
will send a service vehicle to helg
Motorist Assist Program provide
only basic services necessary fo
the safety of stranded motorists an
roadway traffic.

Call 511 or 1-866-511-KDO"
(5368) for road condition an
weather information.

Stay safe this winter season!

Weather service
seeks enthusists

The National Weather Ser-
vice in Goodland is promoting
and establishing a supplemental
rain, hail and snowfall network
in northwest Kansas, east cen-
tral Colorado and southwest Ne-
braska. This opportunity is open
to all interested volunteers that
have an enthusiasm for watching
and reporting weather conditions
every day. This new opportunity
is known as the Northwest Kansas
CoCoRaHS Expansion and can
be found on the internet at http://
www.cocorahs.org/

CoCoRaHS is more than just a
catchy name; it stands for Com-
munity Collaborative, Rain, Hail
and Snow network. CoCoRaHS
was established in 1998 by Colo-
rado State University and the Col-
orado State Climatologist’s office.
Following years of success in the
Denver and Fort Collins areas, the
network has expanded to include

every state in the country with
over 10 million daily reports.

The network is composed of
volunteers who are interested in
the study of the fascinating and
very complex patterns of rain,
hail, and snow on the High Plains.
Many volunteers are needed to
accurately measure and describe
rain and snowfall patterns as well
as hail swaths on a daily basis.
The data collected will benefit
countless agencies and organiza-
tions within the fields of agricul-
ture, public safety, and scientific
research.

Interested volunteers should
contact the Northwest Kansas/East
Central Colorado and Southwest
Nebraska CoCoRaHS coordina-
tor, David Thede of the National
Weather Service in Goodland. He
can be reached at (785) 899-7119
or at david.thede@noaa.gov.

Happy Holidays from
Black Hills Energy

We're privileged to be your natural gas provider.
Best Wishes for the New Year from your friends
at Black Hills Energy.

Improving life wit

Black Hills Energy
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