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County commissioners meet with society’s director

By Karen Krien

karen.k@nwkansas.com
The Cheyenne County Com-
missioners met with the Good
Samaritan Society’s director of
operations and members of the
community at the Friday meet-
ing. While there was a lot of dis-

cussion, no lease was signed.
Randy Fitzgerald, director of
operations, along with Jeff Pauls-
en, Village administrator, Kevin
Berens, chairman of the Good Sa-
maritan Village Board, and Tom
Keller, member of the Long Term
Care Task Force were present for

the meeting. Others in attendance
were Diane Kribs, Linda Rogers
and Gloria Bracelin.

Mr. Fitzgerald handed the com-
missioners a letter which outlined
the Good Samaritan Society’s
plans for the St. Francis nursing
home. Since the fire on Oct. 19,
the Society remodeled the west
wing of the home which had little
damage and Mr. Fitzgerald said
22 residents now call the Village
home.

He said there was a delay be-
cause of issues with the roof on
the middle section which had

been badly damaged. Comple-
tion of the Society’s phase two
plans will start this summer and
plans are to be completed in four
months, hopefully in the fall.

While it will take a little lon-
ger than expected, the results will
find space for 35 residents instead
of 32 as originally planned.

Mr. Fitzgerald said the Society
plans to lose around $250,000
to $300,000 the first year of op-
eration. But, with 35 residents,
he believed that Administrator
Paulsen and the staff could oper-
ate the Village, significantly re-

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE was held in Bird City on Wednesday, April 20. The Chey-
lin Student Government worked the drive with Red Cross employees. Cassie Rucker
gives Deb Smith support as she is giving blood.
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Club Clip

Go-Getters 4-H Club

On April 7 the Bird City Go-Get-
ters met at the Lutheran Church in
Bird City. Roll call was answered
by “What is your favorite candy?”
Six members, two tag-a-longs, and
four adults attended the meeting.

All the members ordered shirts
for the fair this summer.

Members decided to each make a

quilt block for a state 4-H quilt.

The next meeting of the Bird City
Go Getters is planned for May 4 at
6:30 at the Lutheran Church in Bird
City.

After the meeting the members
colored eggs and had an Easter
party.

Dominique Johnson, reporter
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ducing the operation loss. In fact,
he thought the facility could op-
erate at a break-even point.

The Society plans to operate
the Village until September 2012.
In this length of time, the Soci-
ety is hoping that the county resi-
dents will vote to float a bond to
pay for a new skilled and assisted
living addition.

It’s not just the numbers, he
said. It is providing quality of
life for everyone. It needs to be
available to the citizens and older

population.
But, what will the people
want?

Even with 35 residents, this is
not a long-term solution, he said.
More beds and an assisted living
facility are needed.

If the county residents decide
against a bond issue of the future
expansion of services, he said,
they the Society will need to seri-
ously consider whether it is able
to continue to support the Vil-
lage. He was quick to point out
that they would not just close the
facility but they will need to con-
sider other options.

The Society is planning to do-
nate the Village to the county for
$1 which would include all the
furnishing, equipment and land.
It would also include the apart-
ments but would not include the
home care agency. The apart-
ments alone are valued at around
$750,000.

However, the gift of the facility
is contingent on the county en-
tering into some type of lease or
management agreement with the
Society. Included in this agree-
ment, Mr. Fitzgerald said, will be
operational and capital improve-
ment support.

Mr. Fitzgerald had a draft of
a lease which is similar to those
used in other Good Samaritan So-
ciety facilities.

Some of the questions asked
included:

e Mr. Keller asked about the
terms of the lease. Mr. Fitzgerald

qu
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Before the commissioners
met with Randy Fitzgerald,
Good Samaritan Society direc-
tor of operations, they talked
with county attorney, Kari Gil-
liland about how the question
on the ballot would read in a
special election. Mrs. Gilliland
had a prior appointment and
was unable to attend the meet-
ing with Mr. Fitzgerald but
cautioned them to not sign the
lease at the meeting.

While it is not definite, the
commissioners and Mrs. Gil-
liland agreed that the ballot
should be plain and simple.
They want only one question,
asking the voters if they would
support an increase of 2 mills
and not to exceed 6 mills to
subsidize the nursing home.

The people need to have all

Before the meeting

the information available in or-
der to make their decision, said
Dale Patton, commissioner.

Terry Miller, election officer,
said the election could be held
30 to 90 days after the publica-
tion of the resolution and word-
ing for the ballot. However,
the election would need to be
a special election as there is no
regular elections scheduled this
year.

If the people voted that they
are ready to fund the nursing
home, then there will be the
matter of expanding the facil-
ity.

The special election has ten-
tatively been set for August.

The commissioners accepted
the draft of the lease which will
be studied. Mrs. Gilliland will
have a resolution and ballot
question drawn up by the next
meeting.

said it won’t be negotiated until
after the election.

e Why was there a difference
in the costs in Society’s nursing
homes, referring to the Oberlin
nursing home where someone
had said it was less expensive.
Mr. Fitzgerald said each facility
sets its own budget and most of
the facilities are subsidized by
tax money.

e Mr. Paulsen asked the com-
missioners if the cost of the new

raising money for the Village?
The commissioners said the air-
port money is an appropriation
and had been budgeted for.

Since the fire, there have been
more questions than answers
concerning the future of the Good
Samaritan Village. With a lease
draft and many of the questions
answered, the commissioners,
Long-Term Task Force, and the
people will move forward.

See related article for more in-

runway would be a conflict with formation.
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MACHINERY AUCTION

Wednesday, May 18,2011 @ 10:30 a.m. CT
Western Auction & Real Estate Auction Pavillion
W. Hwy 36, St. Francis, Ks
George and Deb Ballinger, Sellers

2007 TG 305 New Holland Front Wheel Assist Tractor, Loaded, 1,250
hrs., extended warranty available; 2008 T 7040 New Holland Front Wheel
Assist Tractor, Super Steer front axle, 1,584 hrs., extended warranty avail-
able, w/ 850 TL New Holland Loader w/ 8.5 bucket w/ grapple fork;
1995 John Deere 8770 4WD Tractor w/ differential lock, 24 spd Quad
Range Transmission, 3 pnt., Big 1000 PTO, 5,670 hrs., 18.4R42 duals; L
70 D Volvo Loader w/ 4 spd. Shuttle trans., quik attach, 2-3/4 yd. Bucket,
w/ Bale & Pallet Fork, 5,530 hrs.; 1988 Freightliner, 15 spd Eaton Fuller
Trans., wet kit, CAT 3406 B, 853,000 mi w/ 75,000 mi on major mo-
tor overhaul; 1999 Merrit 50’ x 102” cattle pot; Supreme Feed Proces-
sor, Model 700T w/ Digi-Star Scales, dual head & printer; Melrose 220
Spra-Coupe, 60’ booms, 1,370 hrs., Model 220; 2000 - 30’ Eroswint Tan-
dem Axle Trailer w/ silage rack, poly lined floor, grain kit w/ tarp, hyd.
Tailgate; 1995 40’ Great Dane BMI Flatbed Trailer, double axle; 40°x96”
Enclosed Cargo Trailer; Ditch Witch, Model 7510 DD, diesel, w/ M 510
digger, backhoe, 2, bucket, 12, trench, 6, blade, 2,828 hrs.; 12° Grouser
Dozer, Model 4100, quick attach; 12° Westpoint Feedyard Box Scraper;
Garfield Model 1150 Scraper, 12 yard, push unload; (4) 1000 gal. Tanks
w/ pumps on trailers, tandem axle; H&S 3 Bale Feeder; 1600 gal. Poly
Water Tank on skids w/ 3” pump; Skiles Triple Set 9000 gal. Cone bottom
Poly tank w/ 3” pump on frame; (6) 3000 gal. Poly Tanks; Allis Chalm-
ers Generator;m 8300 JD Grass Drills w/ alfalfa boxes, double disc, 7”
spacing; MK 100-71 Westfield Swing Away Hopper Auger; 6’ Bush Hog
Finish Mower; 6’ Bush Hog Box Scraper.

CONSIGNMENTS OF AREA FARMERS & RANCHERS
1989 8560 John Deere Tractor, 4WD, 12 spd. trans., bareback, 8,400 hrs.;
2002 New Holland Model 1475, Hydro-Swing Swather, 14°, 2300 Series;
2004 New Holland BR 780 Round Baler, Net Wrap & Twine, bale com-
mand plus monitors, 5,978 bales; 1993 660 New Holland Round Baler,
double twine tie w/ bale command monitor, 1000 PTO, 6,024 bales; New
Holland Model 216 Twin Rake; Krause Model 1952 Tandem Disc, 25°;
1977 Gleaner L2 Combine, w/ 24’ header, clean; BeGe Scraper, Model 70;
Haybuster H1000 Big Bite Tub Grinder; (4) 2000 gal Diesel Tanks
AUCTION TERMS: Announcements made day of sale take precedence
over printed material. All items to be settled for day of sale before remov-
al. Cash or Good Check, no Credit Cards. Persons unknown to auction
firm shall supply ID and letter of credit from their financial institution. Not
responsible for theft or accident.

MANY MORE ITEMS TO SELL - BE ON TIME. VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS.

Licensed in Kansas, Colorado, and Nebraska for your Real Estate needs!

WEStErn.

Skip Petersen, Sales Agent & Auctioneer ~ 785.332.8221
Robin A. Petersen, Assoc. Broker,
Auctioneer ~ 785.332.5586
Brett Petersen, KS Sales Agent & Auctioneer
Gary L. Wickwar, Ks Sales Agent
W. Hwy. 36 ~ P.O. Box 928
St. Francis, Kansas 67756 ~ 785.332.8990
Betty L. Petersen, Broker
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