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A whole lot of ideas
can threaten our liberty

Bit by bit, America drifts and slides toward 
becoming a high-tech police state.

Bit by bit, freedoms slip away.
And it always sounds like a good idea.
There is no enemy on the left – or on the right. 

The threat comes from the bureaucracy, the se-
curity apparat, from authoritarian thinkers on 
either side of the aisle.

Think this is silly?
Then why are all the supposedly conservative 

Republicans in Topeka patting themselves on 
the back for passing a law forcing all Kansans 
to show a photo ID card before they can vote? 
Election fraud’s never been a problem here.

What’s next? 
Roving checkpoints where police ask for our 

citizenship papers, as in some third-rate com-
munist dictatorship from the Cold War era?

Oh, we call those drunk-driver check points. 
Hunting license checkpoints. Drug interdiction 
lanes. 

If you think our liberties are not fading, try to 
get on an airplane without your ID. 

If you’re stopped for some traffic infraction, 
notice that the officer is likely to chat you up. 
He may ask you where you’ve been or where 
you’re going. If your answer is a little hesitant, 
he might ask if you’d mind him searching the 
car. 

It’s loads of fun, having your car unpacked 
and dismantled while you sit beside the road.

The other day, Homeland Security agents 
swept in and took over the train depot in Sa-
vannah, Ga. They stopped and searched anyone 
who entered, whether they intended to board a 
train or not. 

Who knows if the Transportation Security 
Administration even has that kind of authority. 
But rail security sounds like a good idea.

Government computers track your move-
ments, your bank accounts, much of your life. 
And the government can access private com-

puters – at the phone company or the bank or 
the credit-card company, the airlines, a hundred 
other firms – and track the rest of your ways.

All of this is done, of course, for the best of 
reasons. For our own good. 

Airport security is vital in the age of terror-
ism. Transportation Security agents, someone 
points out, have never caught a terrorist. They 
have “caught” thousands of people for minor 
criminal offenses, however. 

Isn’t election security “vital to democracy?” 
How did we ever get by without it for two cen-
turies. Still, it sound like “a good idea.” Same 
for “enhanced” border security, with computers 
tracking not only the comings and goings of for-
eigners, but of Americans as well.

Your bank is under orders to track your fi-
nances, especially any cash you might come 
across, and report you if you exceed certain lim-
its. You might be a criminal, a drug dealer or a 
tax evader, after all.

And we all want them caught, right?
But when does “enhanced” security begin to 

impinge on our rights, especially the right to pri-
vacy? When is enough security way too much? 

Will we wake up one morning and find out 
that, instead of the government serving us, with 
all those computers, cameras, records and files, 
that we must serve the government?

If that day comes, when it comes, it will be 
far too late to complain. Records will be made; 
action taken.

No, the time to defend liberty, as always, is 
today. Each policy, from the grossly misnamed 
“Patriot Act,” to the latest “voter security” laws, 
needs to be questioned. 

The best level of government involvement in 
our lives is the least possible. We need to avoid 
the point where ever-tighter security of all kinds 
becomes a straightjacket for America. 

Ask questions today, not tomorrow. 
                                                – Steve Haynes

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL found these boys listening attentively 
to their teachers. Above, Adam Leibbrandt, first grader, had all of 
his supplies in front of him. Herald staff photos by Karen Krien

3rd Place!Feature Photoby Karen Krien

3rd Place!Editorialby Steve Haynes3rd Place!

Special Sections

by Norwest Newspapers

 New Life
 Christian

 Book Store
 Lisa Wilcox- Owner

 Hours: Mon- Sat 9:30 - 5:30
 Closed Sundays
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 Cards • T-Shirts • Jewelry • Gifts

 newlifechristianbookstore@hotmail.com
 212 Norris Avenue • McCook, NE • 308-345-6889

 Pre Order Today   $18.99
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 Available January 17, 2012
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99 Republicans turn out to vote on Saturday
The Republican caucus held in 

St. Francis on Saturday had good 
attendance with 99 voters.

Connie Jenkins, coordinator, 
reported Rick Santorum won 
the presidential primary race in 
Cheyenne County. He had 48 of 
the votes. Newt Gingrich racked 

up 23 votes, Mitt Romney, 22, 
and Ron Paul, 6. 

Mr. Santorum also won across 
the state of Kansas. With 97 
percent of the precincts reporting, 
Mr. Santorum had 14,988 votes, 
Mr. Romney, 6,157, Mr. Gingrich, 
4,185, and Mr. Paul 3,706.

CONNIE JENKINS, top right, chaired the Republican Caucus held Saturday in St. Francis. 
She is talking to David Morrow, one of the speakers, who is getting ready to cast his vote. Top 
left, Leslie Beims drops her ballot into the box; bottom left, Don Love was casting his vote. 
Rick Santorum was the top presidential primary candidate in Cheyenne County and in the 
state of Kansas.                                                                                 Herald staff photos by Karen Krien
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