
Continued from Page 1

REGIONAL

6 St. Francis Herald  Thursday, March 28, 2013 

Big Ed’s 

Traditional Italian 
Pizza

Eat in — Carry out — Take & Bake
Italian Daily Lunch Specials

Sandwiches - Italian Beef,
Meatball, Open Faced 

Roast Beef 
Monday through Friday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
785-734-2475

Summer is Coming
And so is

The County Seat Greenery
We will feature vegetable and 

flowering bedding plants, hanging 
baskets, planters, small trees, 

shrubs and accessories.

Look for us in April at
U.S. Hwy 36 & River St. 

in St. Francis.
Let’s Grow Cheyenne 

County!
Wade Krien and Rodney Neitzel

Owners/operators

Join us for our
Spring Eyewear Event featuring 

Wednesday, April 3
Burrows Vision Clinic

11 a.m. - 5 p.m. (mountain time)
Benkelman location

A professional frame stylist will be here to assist you.
212 W. 9th
McCook

308-345-2954

617 Chief St.
Benkelman

308-423-2152
BURROWS VISION CLINIC, LLC

EXCELLENCE IN VISION CARE

Mary Kay Rep. will give eye make up advice
20% off complete pair of glasses and lenses.

Refreshments and free givaways

St. Francis, Kansas

Spring & Summer Schedule

St. Francis Auction 
Market

First sale of Spring is March 27 
and next will be on April 10.

Cattle Sale Every other Wednesday

Trees for Sale: The Cheyenne County Conservation 
District will be taking orders for trees and shrubs until 
March 31st. Order early to guarantee availability. Any-
one may order in any amount. Trees will be available for 
pick up on Saturday, April 13, 2013. We also sell heavy 
duty fabric weed barrier and drip supplies for your wind-
breaks, gardens or landscaping projects. Stop by the of-
fice on West Highway 36, St. Francis or call 785-332-
2341 ext. 101 to order your trees

March is National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

1301 East H Street • McCook
308-344-2650

www.chmccook.org
This Institution is an 

Equal Opportunity Provider 
and Employer.

For years, George Young's 

preliminary colorectal cancer 

screenings were negative. 

As an added precaution, 

he scheduled a colonoscopy, 

which can detect colon 

cancer in its earliest stages. 

He was surprised to learn 

he had Stage 1 cancer, but 

with surgery he enjoyed a 

complete recovery.

“If you’re 50 or older, have a 

colonoscopy. Mine was 

definitely a blessing.”   

 ~ George Young
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IDALIA SCHOOL DISTRICT RJ-3 
Vacancy Announcement 

Middle School Teacher — Music Teacher 
for the 2013-2014 school year. 

To request an application please call (970) 354-7298 
or visit our website at www.idaliaco.us 

Send applications to: Idalia School District RJ-3 
PO Box 40, Idalia, CO. 80735 • (970) 354-7298

Help Wanted  — Teaching position

-ond, Bailey Merklin - honorable; 
ond, Ally Northrup - honorable 
mention; Feature Writing - Aly 
Schlepp - honorable mention; Ed-
iting - Ally Northrup - honorable 
mention.

These students will advance to 
state competition held at the Uni-

Snow storm brings needed moisture
A spring snowstorm moved 

through northwest Kansas late 
Friday night. It started with rain 
which quickly turned to large 
snowfl akes. Saturday morning, the 
snow was still falling but as the 
morning progressed, the snowfall 
was heavy and there was freezing, 
fog and windy conditions reported 
by the National Weather Service. 
The wind was coming from the 
north at a steady 30-plus miles per 

hour and gusting to 41 miles per 
hour.

Roads were considered slick 
and snow packed with blowing 
snow so U.S. 36 and I-70 were 
closed on Saturday. All roads were 
opened early Sunday morning.

Kathy Woodcox, St. Francis 
weather observer, reported a cold 
29 degrees high on Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday with tempera-
tures dropping to 3 and 4 degrees 

Atwood grocer
talks about the
economy today

By Ron Wilson
How does a locally owned, 

small town grocery store com-
pete in today’s economy? 

Here’s a formula: “I want to 
have the cleanest, friendliest 
store with good value and the 
best possible service,” said Mi-
chael Braxmeyer, owner of Wil-
liams Brothers Supermarket in 
Atwood. Along with a lot of hard 
work, that formula has enabled 
this store to compete. 

Braxmeyer’s family has been 
involved in Williams Brothers 
Supermarket from its founding. 
His mother was a Williams – a 
fi rst cousin to the two brothers 
who co-founded the store in At-
wood in 1937. 

In 1962, the last of the two 
co-founders died. Michael’s par-
ents then moved from Nebraska 
to Atwood to manage the store. 
Michael attended K-State, met 
his wife, and served in the mili-
tary before commencing a career 
with K-Mart which took him to 
Des Moines, Chicago, and Mil-
waukee. By 1974, he and his 
wife had a daughter.

“We didn’t want to raise our 
kids in a large city,” Michael said. 
They moved back to Atwood and 
joined the family business, Wil-
liams Brothers Supermarket. A 
son and another daughter were 
born in Atwood as well.

Michael found that his father 
enjoyed the people and the gro-
cery business, but did not enjoy 
the increasing paperwork, regu-
lations, and computers.  

“My dad walked me back to 
the offi ce, pointed at the offi ce 
door and said, ‘I don’t ever want 
to go in there,’” Michael said. So 
Michael picked up the back-of-
fi ce operations, learned from the 
department heads, and worked 
his way into store management.

“I swept the fl oor and stocked 
the shelves and learned from 
the people who were doing it,” 
Michael said. Today, Williams 
Brothers Supermarket has ex-
panded to an 11,000-square-foot 
store with 28 employees.  

Michael recently participated 
in a food distribution dialogue 
hosted by K-State’s Center for 
Engagement and Community 
Development. Dr. David Procter, 
the director of the center, led the 
dialogue. One key issue dis-
cussed is how locally-owned ru-
ral grocery stores can compete in 
today’s economy.

No easy answers were found, 
but Mr. Braxmeyer believes the 
key is found in value and service 
from local stores.

“You’re never going to be as 
big or have as many frills as the 

big box stores,” Michael said. 
“We want to be as clean and 
friendly as we can be and pro-
vide a good value for your dol-
lar.

“I heard a guy say one time, 
‘I’ve invested in this business, I 
pay taxes, and you owe me your 
business because I’m local,’” 
Michael said. “But I don’t agree 
with that. I believe you owe me 
your business because I earned 
it.”

Michael goes the extra mile 
for his customers – and I mean 
that literally. His store provides 
home delivery of groceries, as 
well as a remarkable diversity of 
services within his store.

There’s more than milk and 
eggs. Inside Williams Brothers 
Supermarket, one can fi nd a sit-
down deli, ATM, stamps, money 
orders, notary public, UPS ser-
vice, photocopier, dry cleaning, 
fax machine, Western Union, 
and even a laminating service. 
Such services are remarkable to 
fi nd in a rural community like 
Atwood, population 1,258 peo-
ple. Now, that’s rural.

The store is even on the World 
Wide Web, with recipes, advertis-
ing specials, and online coupons 
at www.williamsbrossupermar-
ket.com. Michael also believes 
in giving back to his community, 
whether it is advertising for the 
football team or donating to lo-
cal church benefi ts.

That’s part of the reason that 
K-State’s Center for Engage-
ment and Community Develop-
ment launched its rural grocery 
initiative.

“Local grocery stores repre-
sent a critical piece of the infra-
structure sustaining America’s 
rural communities,” Dr. Procter 
said. “These stores are often 
the main provider of healthful 
food in town. They offer local 
jobs and provide signifi cant tax 
revenue to the community. And 
stores like Atwood’s Williams 
Brothers Supermarket provide 
a wonderful place to see neigh-
bors, meet friends, and catch up 
on local happenings.”

So how does a locally-owned, 
small-town grocery remain com-
petitive? Good environment, 
good value, and great service. 
We salute Michael Braxmeyer of 
Williams Brothers Supermarket 
for developing this formula. For 
businesses that commit to that 
formula, I think good things are 
in store.

Editor’s note: Ron Wilson is 
the director of the Huck Boyd 
National Institute for Rural De-
velopment at Kansas State Uni-
versity.

versity of Kansas in Lawrence on 
May 4.

“I am delighted that so many 
students placed,” said Brenda 
Day, yearbook instructor. “This 
is the largest group we have ever 
qualifi ed and it will be exciting to 
take 20 young journalists to the 
state competition.”

Seed exchange
planned Saturday
at bowling alley

The St Francis Garden Club 
will be hosting a “Seed Swap” 
from 3 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 30 at Cheyenne Bowl.

Participants bring seed packets 
with them, usually either seed they 
saved from last year or remaining 
seed that they did not use and are 
not planning on using again. The 
packets are placed on the table 
with everyone else’s seed.

Then participants pick through 
all the packets of seed on the ta-
ble to fi nd seeds that they want 
to take and grow in their gardens 
this year.

Participants get to pick out 
and keep the same number of 
packets they brought with them. 
For example: If a participant 
brings fi ve seed packets to enter 
then he can pick out fi ve seed 
packets from the pile.

There is no cost to participate 
and no minimum number of 
packets you need to bring.

This is a great way to inter-
act with other gardeners and 
get new varieties of seed while 
sharing seeds you have an over-
abundance of.

THE TRAIN HAD PLOWED a little snow before reaching St. Francis.                                                     Herald staff photo by Tim Burr

on those mornings.
She reported 8-inches snow ac-

cumulations and .69-inch mois-
ture. There was also a trace Sun-
day evening when, almost out of 
nowhere, it began to snow again.

The sun was shining on Mon-
day and Tuesday but it was still 
cold. Tuesday, the high was 
around 40 degrees. The National 
Weather Service outlook for the 

rest of the week shows a steady 
warming with Sunday topping out 
at 61 degrees and the lows above 
freezing.

The wet snow will help the win-
ter wheat and pastures. While it 
was benefi cial, the moisture defi cit 
is still showing northwest Kansas 
in the drought area. But, as some 
farmers were heard to say, “it’s a 
start.”


