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Randy Allen Hudson
Jan. 17,1952 - Nov. 21, 2013
Randy Allen being the early morning boat rides
Hudson  died with Sally.
on  Thursday, Randy was a gentle giant. While
Nov. 21, 2013, many could be intimidated by his
in Benkelman, imposing figure, deep voice and
Neb. He was gruff exterior, those who were close
born in Mc- to him knew that he was really just a
Cook, Neb., on big teddy bear. His soft heart was al-
Jan. 17, 1952, ways apparent on the dance floor, as
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to Delmer and
Lylas (Norman)
Hudson.

The oldest of three children, he
was raised in Benkelman, and at-
tended the local schools. He gradu-
ated from Benkelman High School
in 1971, and joined the Navy, where
he served his country for four years.
His time in the Navy took him
around the world, from the west
and east coasts to Spain and Greece,
while gathering all the knowledge
he could in the art of welding.

After returning home from his
stint in the Navy, he started work-
ing for local building contractors
for many years. Mastering his skill
as a carpenter contractor, he became
renowned. Randy started Hudson
Construction in 2004, and found his
niche in the town as the go-to man
for anything and everything that
needed fixed, tweaked or finagled.
He was well known around the tri-
state area for his construction ex-
pertise, and his willingness to help
out anyone in need, no matter the
time of day. He was very commu-
nity minded, and was a member of
the Knights of Columbus, American
Legion, VFW, Chamber of Com-
merce, Jaycees, St. Joseph’s Catho-
lic Church, Lions Club and volun-
teer fire department. Randy never
failed to help someone in their time
of need. His life will live on as he
chose to be a tissue donor.

When Randy wasn’t on the job
or helping the community, he could
be found at his favorite fishing hole
with his son-in-law, or trapshooting
with his girls and extended family.
Many evenings he would be down
at his shop working on honey-dos
for his bride-wife, or getting roped
into his daughters’ projects. Camp-
ing trips defined his idea of relaxing

he thoroughly enjoyed twirling his
girls around. Animals, and especial-
ly dogs, were always a big part of
his life. Four-legged critters always
knew they had a friend in Randy, es-
pecially his grandpuppy, Honey.

He married the love of his life,
Sally Hickert, on June 13, 1981, at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Bird
City. They made their home in Ben-
kelman, where they lived their entire
married life. To this union were born
two daughters, Emily Catherine
and Eleanor Marie. Randy always
told Sally, “our ‘boys’ will come
later.” When Dustin joined the fam-
ily, he was more than a son-in-law,
he became Randy’s kid. A wonder-
ful addition was the arrival of their
granddaughter, Sara Marie, in 2012,
a very bright light in Randy’s life.

Preceding him in death were his
parents.

Survivors include wife, Sally;
daughters, Emily Hudson, Cal-
laway, Neb., and Eleanor (Dustin)
Jahay, Ellinwood, and granddaugh-
ter, Sara Marie Jahay; sister, Ronda
(Gaylord) Vrbas, Stratton, Neb.;
brother, Rick Hudson; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and extended
family.

A funeral mass was held Nov.
26 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Benkelman. Casket bearers were
Randall Raile, Brad Leach, Michael
Downey, Shane Sis, Terry Mar-
tin and Bob Krutsinger. Honorary
casket bearers were Dustin Jahay,
Michael Todd, Brad Norman, Scott
Norman, Steve Norman, Gaylord
Vrbas, Tim Hickert, Dan Hickert,
Lee Gallatin and Ken Henry.

Military services were per-
formed by the American Legion
Post 65, VFW Post 4178, Benkel-
man. Burial was in the Benkelman
Cemetery.

———

Raby runs 10 ile race.

Local

graduate
in ROTC

Tyler Raby, a 2013 graduate
of St. Francis High School, is a
member of the Army Reserve Of-
ficers Training Corps, associated
with Kansas State University at
Manhattan, Kansas.

Every year, the Army sponsors

a ten mile run at the nation’s cap-
ital, Washington D.C. Although
he had injured his foot earlier in
the week, Tyler attended the try
outs in Manhattan, and qualified
to go to Washington. The 10
Mile Army Run, held on October
20, 2013, had nearly 26,000 par-
ticipants, representing all service
branches, ROTC’s, and also ci-
vilian participants. Tyler placed
5048th overall.
“The course ran thru many of the
monuments, and in and around
the D.C. area, finishing at the
Pentagon. It was a lot of fun, a
great experience, and a great hon-
or to be a part of the Kansas State
ROTC team that got to partici-
pate,” said Tyler. “It was a darn
long drive, though. I was really
glad I got to go.”
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Hospital board meets and
discusses budget for 2014

By Amanda Miller
amiller@nwkansas.com

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Board held their monthly meeting
on Nov. 25 to go over department
head reports and financials for the
hospital. The board also briefly
discussed the most recent com-
missioners meeting that two hos-
pital board members had attended.

Mila Bandel, public health nurse
for the county health department,
reviewed the 2013 yearly report
for the department. The county
health department has taken over
the immunization program this
year and stayed very busy. There
is more on what county health has
been doing in the Nov. 28 issue of
The Herald.

Jackie Ritchey, health informa-
tion manager, then briefly went
over the change in coding that will
take place next year. The depart-
ment has also been busy scanning
all health information from patient
folders this year into the computer
system.

Shawna Blanka handed out in-
formation regarding critical ac-
cess hospitals. Hospitals in this
category across the country are
currently dealing with funding
difficulties. Look for more infor-
mation in the related article in this
issue of The Herald.

During the meeting, the board
also discussed the last commis-
sioner’s meeting. Board members
said that they will continue to go
and educate the commissioners.
They expressed frustration that
they have gone two times now
with an agenda, that was sent
prior to the commissioners meet-
ing, and the commissioners did
not follow it. They felt the com-
missioners were not interested in
the financials, but said they would

with his family, his favorite portion
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, KANSAS
FILED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 59 OF THE
KANSAS STATUTES ANNOTATED

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

IVALEE MARGARET MEARS, a/k/a

IVALEE MEARS, Deceased. Case No. 13PR21
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on November 25, 2013, a Petition has
been filed in this Court by Joyce Annetta Cahoj, an heir, devisee and
legatee, and executor named in the Last Will and Testament of IvalLee
Mears, deceased, dated August 7, 2013, requesting the admission to
probate of the foreign Will of IvalLee Mears to probate and record
without administration of the estate.

You are required to file your written defenses thereto on or before
the 19th day of December, 2013, at 10:00 o’clock A.M. in the District
Court of Cheyenne County, Kansas, at which time and place the cause
will be heard. Should you fail therein, judgment and decree will be
entered in due course upon the Petition.

Joyce Annetta Cahoj, Petitioner

VIGNERY & MASON L.L.C.
214 E. 10th, P.O. Box 767
Goodland, KS 67735
Telephone: 785-890-6588
Attorneys for Petitioner

Viaero’s
Home Phone Service

Price: $19.95 per month Unlimited In-State Local Calling
Activation Fee (one time): $25
Long Distance outside local calling area: $0.10/min

Home Internet Home Phone Total Bundle & Save $5
by adding a mobile plan!
1Mbps $29.95 + $19.95 = $49.90 $44.90
Fast 2 Mbps $39.95 + $19.95 = $59.90 $54.90
Faster 7 Mbps $49.95 + $19.95 = $69.90 $64.90
Blazing 12 Mbps $59.95 + $19.95 = $79.90 $74.90

VIAERO

WIRELESS
no boundaries

For More Information:
Call 1.877.4.VIAERO (1.877.484.2376)
visit www.viaero.com

Lifeline is a federal government benefit program and only qualified persons may participate.
Lifeline service may not be transferred to any other individual. Applicants must present documentation
of household income or participation in qualifying programes. Lifeline is only available for one phone
line per household, whether landline or wireless.

With Basic Universal Service from Viaero, you get unlimited local calling for $19.95 per month
and nationwide long distance for just 10 cents a minute. Unlimited local calling is subject to
a limited home calling area. Calls made to phone numbers outside the home calling area
will incur additional toll charges. Contact a sales representative for local calling details.
Initial activation and deposit may apply. Compatible equipment required; not yet
TTY-compatible. Service is not available in all areas. Prices exclude taxes, assessments,
surcharges, operated assisted calls, credit card and toll charges. Additional charges
may apply including a regulatory and administrative surcharge. Other restrictions may
apply. The information contained herein is subject to change. The applicable rates,
terms and conditions of service are contained in a Service Agreement and any Addendums.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, KANSAS

DAVID MERKLIN,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.
Case No.2013 CV 15

DANIEL CUATT, and his unknown heirs, executors,
administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, and assigns of any
deceased defendants; the unknown spouses of any
defendants; the unknown officers, successor,
trustees, creditors, and assigns of any defendants
that are existing, dissolved, or dormant corporations;
the unknown executors, administrators, devisees,
trustees, creditors, successors, and assigns of any
defendants that are or were partners or in partnership;
the unknown guardians, conservators, and trustees of
any defendants that are minors or are under any legal
disability; and the unknown heirs, executors,
administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, and assigns
of any person alleged to be deceased,

DEFENDANTS.
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-1002

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on November 26, 2013, a
Quiet Title Petition was filed in this Court by David Merklin,
regarding the following property located in Cheyenne County,
Kansas:

A strip of ground 24 3/4 feet wide along the entire west side
and edge of the Northeast Quarter (N.E. 1/4) of Section Twenty-
one (21) in Township Two (2) South, Range Thirty-Eight (38)
West of the Sixth Principal Meridian, said strip of land consisting
of One and One-half (1 %) Acres.

You are hereby required to file your written defenses
thereto on or before December 30th, 2013, at 2:00 p.m. in the
District Court, St. Francis, Cheyenne County, Kansas, at which
time and place the cause will be heard. Should you fail therein,
judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon the
Petition.

David Merklin, Petitioner
APPROVED BY:

Joni C. Thadani, #22638

Thadani & Thadani, LLC

109 E. Washington St, PO Box 762
St Francis, Kansas 67756

(785) 332-2363 phone

(888) 511-7049 facsimile
joni@thadanilaw.com

Attorney for Plaintiff

continue to go to the meetings and
have a presence.

Les Lacy, area director for
Great Plains Health Alliance, said
that the mill levy comparison to
other hospitals is like “comparing
cars based on their color.” Every
hospital is so different, and things
are not always what they seem.

When looking at the funded
depreciation account, it may look
like a lot of money, but it is an
emergency fund. The hospital
board decides when the funded
depreciation will be used. The
board is a type of checks and bal-
ances between the county and the
hospital. Some other hospitals do
not have this emergency fund.

The financials of the hospital
are extremely complicated. The
auditors for the county and hospi-
tal are going to come together to
review things. Cheyenne County
Hospital is a leased hospital, not
a managed hospital like many
others in the Great Plains Health
Alliance. Rawlins County Health
Center is a managed care hospital.

Mike Bandel, board member,
asked how the commissioners get
the Rawlins county information?
Les Lacy said he did not know. As
the area director for Great Plains
Health Alliance, he is also direc-
tor of the Rawlins County Health
Center. However, Les stated that
has given very limited informa-
tion to the commissioners.

Les Lacy told the board that he
felt very positive about the com-
missioner’s interaction and com-
munication that is taking place.
He said transparency is best.

“We all want the best thing for
the community and the hospital,”
Les said. He went on to say that
we are all reasonable people. We

just need to help with the commis-
sioner’s understanding.

The hospital board voted to give
employees a Christmas bonus this
year that reflects last year’s. Full
time employees will receive $100;
part time employees $50. In ad-
dition, they received a “premium
holiday” because the amount
paid out for health insurance was
less than expected. The hospital
and employees both get a month
off from paying their December
monthly premium.

Moving on to the budget, it was
stated that the MRI machine that
parks on the west side of the hos-
pital is making a sinkhole, so that
must be repaired before it causes
problems with the water main. JR
Landenberger, city superinten-
dent, will be asking if the city will
pay half of the expense.

Judy Rockwood, hospital ad-
ministrator, said that the board
is going to have to start think-
ing about forgiving the hospital
for the debt that they have bor-
rowed. If the hospital paid back
the funded depreciation account.
it would owe about $864,000.
The only real option is to not re-
plenish that account.

A budget was prepared for
2014. Les commented that they
had done a nice job trying to
get a conservative budget done.
While they want to get the bud-
get for next year approved, be-
cause the board just received the
information they opted to table
the budget approval to the next
meeting. This gives the board
members more time to review
the budget.

The next hospital board meet-
ing will be held Dec. 16 at 3 p.m.
in the basement of the clinic.

Partnering To Bring

Medical Specialists
To St. Francis

St. Francis Outreach
Clinic Schedule

Cheyenne County Hospital
210 W. 1st Street - St. Francis

Mobile Mammography
Every Four Weeks
(785) 332-2104

Cardiology
Monthly

(O NE CALL

1-855-HAYSMED

In partnership with Cheyenne County Hospital
haysmed.com

470+/- Acres Cheyenne County
Cropland & Pasture Ground
Selling in 2 Tracts

UNRESERVED ONLINE AUCTION

www.bigiron.com

Thursday, December 19", 2013
Onsite Bidding Available December 19", Starting At 2:00 PM
American Legion Hall, 113 W 4™, Bird City, KS
Bid Today Online:
You can place bids now through December 19"
Auction goes to final close at 3:00 PM
Tract 1 Legal: The W 1/2 of Section 13-4S-40W (less a 2 acre tract in the
NW corner of the W 1/2) Cheyenne County, KS containing 314.7 +/- acres.

Tract 2 Legal: The NE 1/4 of Section 13-4S-40W Cheyenne County,
KS containing 155.5 +/- acres.

Walz Girls Farm,
Seller
For more information, contact listing agent:
Kevin M. Barnett 785-443-1722
kevin.barnett

bigiron.com
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