Student ID chips lead
to bigger problems

Supposedly, it’s the next wave in school secu-
rity and finance: electronic chips embedded in
student IDs that allow officials to track where
a student is every minute of the day while on
campus.

The movement apparently started in Texas,
where school budgets are based on average
daily attendance, rather than a “count day” like
in Kansas. A San Antonio-area district started
with a middle school and a high school to test
the system, justifying the expense by estimat-
ed it might recover $1.7 million a year in state
money.

And while it’s always about the money, of-
ficials talked about being able to pinpoint stu-
dents’ locations, say, during a lockdown, with
ease. Or, presumably, while smoking in the
boys’ room.

The Orwellian implications are obvious, but
the first opposition came from an odd couple:
The family of a girl who belong to a conserva-
tive Christian sect, who drew support from the
liberal American Civil Liberties Union. They
sued the district.

The girl’s parents maintained that just having
to wear the ID, chip or no chip, was against their
religious beliefs and marked her as owing obe-
dience to “a false god.” The district offered to
move her to another school, but the suit ensued.

The remarkable thing here is, given the reli-
gious objection, the district didn’t just give in.
The chip system has much broader implications,
however. If a government (a school district) can
force students to be tracked on campus, what
would stop bigger governments (like states or
Uncle Sam) from requiring similar chips in
driver’s licenses or, as one wag commented, just
having them imbedded under our skin?

Like the school district, the benefits to the
government would be many. School officials
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Budget adjustments for the year ahead

envisioned faster cafeterias where the chips
would report who ate what, for instance. And
similar radio-frequency responders already re-
port movements of trucks and train. Why not
drivers and cars?

Perhaps its inevitable, in a world were increas-
ingly, everything we do is caught on camera or
recorded somewhere in a computer. Or are we
allowed to ask ourselves, is this the world we
want to live in?

Someone will say, “What harm can come
from being tracked if you’re not doing anything
wrong?”’

The problem with that kind of thinking is that,
for our own good, of course, government gets
to define “wrong.” Today, it might be terrorism.
Tomorrow, maybe voting for the “other” party.

If you don’t believe that could happen, just re-
call President Nixon’s desire to sic the Internal
Revenue Service on those on his “enemies list,”
or the more recent flap about IRS mistreating
conservative “tea party” groups.

You probably don’t believe the National Se-
curity Administration is tracking all our phone
calls, either. Just to look for terrorists, of course.
Or criminals. Or, some day, hooligans (meaning
anyone the government doesn’t like).

Technology does offer great benefits, but any
surveillance system presents the opportunity for
abuse. When everything is done in secrecy, it’s
hard to know when an agency has crossed the
line. You just know it will happen.

Already we are are tracked by our phones, re-
corded by the phone company and every busi-
ness with cameras, and watched by the govern-
ment. We need to talk about it, set some guide-
lines. The nation needs to have this conversa-
tion now, before it’s too late.

By then, chips in our arms may be the least of
our worries. — Steve Haynes
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The third week of the session
began Jan. 27. There have been
sixty- three bills filed so far. My
personal belief would be that we
should now find that many bills
to repeal. It is hard to believe that
year after year there are so many
new laws we have to consider.
Last year, we voted over three
hundred times on proposed new
legislation.

I was home last weekend and
was visiting with a good friend,
Steve Jenkins, a social studies
instructor from St. Francis. He
told me of a quote he once heard:
“People that like sausage and poli-
tics should never watch either be-
ing made.” I did not get his quote
exactly, but you get the point.
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My appropriations commit-
tee is now working on the gov-
ernor’s budget adjustments for
this year. His proposal is a $30.7
million increase for 2014 and
$429.8 million for next year.

There was about $31 million
in under-spending that was cap-
tured from last year, but that will
be balanced with $17.8 million
for school finance consensus
(there are more pupils enrolled
in Kansas than were budgeted
for last year), $11.7 million for
social welfare program casel-
oads, $9.3 million for technical
education students, and $5.2
million to restore the college
salary caps that were made last
year.

The key to this year’s budget
adjustments will be the Cor-
rections Budget. The request is
for $362.9 million for 2015. T
strongly believe public safety
should be a top priority and will

support the governor’s request.

Other additional governor re-
quests, which I support, are im-
proving our veteran’s home in
Kansas, Moderate Income Hous-
ing in Western Kansas, and tech-
nical education incentives.

I have been working with the
governor and the Department
of Wildlife and Tourism for
increasing tourism in Northwest
Kansas. There is a survey online
www.rdgusa.crp.kansasbyways
and there is a website to learn
more ksbyways.org. If you are
interested in this, please look at
the site and take the survey.

We are a diverse state, and |
thank God every day that I live
in Northwest Kansas. Today in
education, we learned that there
are 2,200 homeless children in
Wichita.

We have our share of problems
but not that one.

GOD SAYS

The Lord is on my side; | will not
fear: what can man do unto me?
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To the Editor,

I whole heartily agree with Mr.
Mike Callicrate’s letter about
healthier farm crops. I like to
know what is in my food so I
purchase the meat I eat from a or-
ganic farmer. I wish corporations
would label their food so I would
know which ones contained

—— Letter to the Editor —

GMOs. As consumers we should
push our legislators to pass laws
that require corporations to label
their food products that contain
GMOs.

“GMO OMG” is a very good

Moments With Mila

Calcium and Vitamin D

Building strong bones is very
important for healthy living.
Vitamin D is also essential for
strong bones. Your body needs
it for optimum bone strength and
to help absorb calcium. How-
ever, most people are not getting
enough of either of these nutri-
ents. Bones don’t come with a
lifetime guarantee. They need
continuing maintenance or they
can weaken and break. If your
diet is low in calcium, your body
will take calcium from your
bones to keep blood calcium at
normal levels. or a lifetime of
healthy bones:

e Consume at least three serv-
ings of low-fat or fat-free milk or
other dairy products every day.

e Supplement your diet with
calcium from calcium-fortified

foods and beverages, if you don’t
or can’t consume milk.

e Follow an overall healthy
eating plan using the “MyPlate”
food guidance system.

* Be physically active with
weight-bearing exercise like
walking, running, playing sports,
dancing, weight training, etc.

Food is the primary source
of vitamins, minerals and other
nutrients, such as calcium and
vitamin D. Dairy products, forti-
fied cereals and calcium-fortified
orange juice are good sources of
calcium and vitamin D.

Calcium is absorbed best if
your intake of calcium-rich foods
is spread out during the day. For
all sources of calcium, adequate
vitamin D from food or sunlight
is necessary to help the absorp-

Casey’s Comments

Marijana legalization a sticky issue

By Casey McCormick

mccormickcasey@rocketmail .com

Boy, I would sure hate to be an
adolescent growing up in Colora-
do these days. My recollections of
my childhood through teen years
were generally positive, however
they were also confusing times
of trying to make sense out of the
world around me. Imagine how
much more confusing that experi-
ence will be with the legalization
of pot?

Before, it was very cut and dry.
Marijuana was lumped together
with cocaine, heroine, metham-

phetamine and whatever other
drugs available that were illegal
and bad for you to take.

The D.AR.E. (Drug Abuse Re-
sistance Eduction) program is a
big part of bringing this awareness
to kids in many states, and I'm
sure it still is. Students come away
knowing that drugs are something
they are better off without.

I wonder how this message will
have to change. Something like,
“Alright guys, all drugs are bad
for you, except marijuana, which
should only be used recreationally
when you’re old enough....”

documentary that explains what
GMOs are doing to our crops,
farmland and our health.
Sincerely,
Diana Brunswig-Bosso
Arnold, Mo.

County Health Nurse

tion. The calcium in milk prod-
ucts is very well absorbed as is
the calcium in fruit juice fortified
with calcium citrate malate.

Here are some more tips for
bone health:

* Avoid smoking and excessive
alcohol intake.

e Ask your medical provider
if you need a bone density test
based on your risk factors for os-
teoporosis or if you are a woman
over age 50.

¢ Read food labels and look for
foods and beverages that provide
calcium and vitamin D.

e Choose a calcium supple-
ment — if you need it — that con-
tains vitamin D.

By
Casey
McCormick

mccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

To make matters worse, now
we have the president saying that
pot is no more dangerous that al-
cohol. Only heaven knows how
many lives and families have been
destroyed by that stuff. Is this at-
titude somehow supposed to make
us feel better about what’s hap-
pening?

Anyway, I feel for the parents
and children of our sister state to
the west. These can not be easy
times.
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It is better to trust in the Lord than
to put confidence in man.

_Psalm 118:6,
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