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Weʼre celebrating the fi rst special delivery of the Year 2014!

The winning baby and parents will receive these bundles of gifts, courtesy of these businesses.

$20 Gift
Card

United
Methodist

Thrift Store 
785-332-2953

104 W. Washington 
 St. Francis

Baby
Gift

201 W. Washington St., 
St. Francis

785-332-2145

Parents Rules:
1. The parents must have lived in 
Cheyenne County for at least one 
month.
2. The Saint Francis Herald offi ce 
must be notifi ed as quickly as pos-
sible after  the birth. The Heraldʼs 
number is 785-332-3162.
3. A 60-day limit following the 
babyʼs birth is required for taking 
advantage of these outstanding gifts 
& services.

Baby
Gift

Owens
785-332-2411

113 E. Washington
St. Francis

785-332-3100 www.wsbks.com
P.O. Box 1102 ~ 400 E. Washington ~ St. Francis

“Achieving goals
by Building 
Relationships”

Krien
Pharmacy

785-332-2177
105 W. Washington ~ St. Francis

Gift 
Basket

The Flower Shop

Happy First Birthday on Jan. 3, 
Krissiana Grace DeJong

and congratulations to her 
parents Lisa & Chad DeJong!

Cheyenne County Hospital

Cheyenne County Hospital
210 W. 1st Street • St. Francis, Ks. • 785-332-2104

THE FIRST BABY OF 2013 was Krissianna 
Grace DeJong, daughter of Lisa and Chad 
DeJong. She was delivered by Dr. Rebecca 
Allard at the Cheyenne County Hospital.

Baby
Gift

FREE 
Bottle

of 
Champagne

for the 
new parents

Sainty Liquor
785-332-3172

U.S. Highway 36, St. Francis

FREE 
Subscription

or Bird City Times
785-332-3162

310 W. Washington ~ St. Francis

to the:
Regional healthcare excellence 
is more than our mission. It’s 
our passion.

Our surgery team features two of the 
region’s best general surgeons right here 
in McCook, and visiting specialists that 
perform sophisticated surgical procedures. 
Our dedicated surgical nurses and 
technicians provide incredible support.

In fact, the Joint Commission recognized 
our surgery team as being a Top Performer 
in preventing infections and promoting 
better recovery times.

Our surgery department also rivals large 
urban hospital settings, with advanced 
equipment designed for accuracy, privacy, 
and comfort.

     Award-winning 
     surgical care takes 
     a team effort.

Community Hospital’s team of surgical nurses

Specialists Performing Surgery in McCook:

Ear Nose Throat:
V. Richard Bowen, M.D.
Mark Keller, M.D.
Roger Simpson, M.D.

Obstetrics & Gynecology:
Todd A. Pankratz, M.D.

Orthopedics:
Scott Franssen, D.O.
Michael McCarty, M.D.

Ophthamology:
Linda Blakely, M.D. 
Thomas Clinch, M.D.

Podiatry:
Robert Hinze, D.P.M.

Spinal Orthopedics:
David Benavides, M.D.

Urology:
David Halsted, M.D.

Walter Eskildsen, M.D.
General Surgeon

Brenda Kopriva, M.D.
General Surgeon

Regional healthcare excellence 
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1301 East H Street • McCook • 308-344-2650 • www.chmccook.org
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

Affairs Committee bringing a bus 
full of United States leaders to its 
border and fired off five rockets 
into Israel. The Iron Dome did it’s 
job, Pastor Butler said.

The group was always 
accompanied by heavy security. 
Pastor Butler and his group had 
one of the same security agents 
as vice president Joe Biden had 
received the previous week at 
Ariel Sharon’s funeral. Threat 
against the group was real, Pastor 
Butler said.

Of the many experiences, Pastor 
Butler said that the most spiritual 
and surprising moment was when 
he went to The Western Wall, 
known as the “Wailing Wall.” This 
is the holiest shrine of the Jewish 
world, and the last accessible relic 
of the last holy temple that was 
destroyed. His wife, Jackie Butler, 
whose grandfather is Jewish, 
asked him to put a prayer there for 
their family. Pastor Butler said that 
this was the single, most powerful 
moment on his trip, and he was 
taken aback by the emotions that 
filled him. 

One of the trips that really 
showed him how affected this 
region is took him to Sderot. This 
town of about 24,000 has been 
subject to relentless rocket attacks 
from the Gaza Strip for years. He 
said that there are an enormous 
amount of children aged five to 

fifteen in counseling with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder because 
of the constant explosions, air raid 
sirens, and fear for their and their 
family member’s lives. While 
there has been some semblance 
of peace for the past six months, 
the violence has started to escalate 
again.  

Walking down the street, every 
30-40 yards there are bus stops. 
But unlike bus stops most are 
familiar with in America, these bus 
stops are also bunkers. The only 
playground in the town is indoor 
and rocket safe. The population 
has been deeply affected and 
devastated by the ongoing rocket 
attacks.

Pastor Butler spoke to Khaled 
Abu Toameh, an Arab Israeli 
journalist. Abu Toameh has had 
the opportunity to see both sides 
of the conflict, and is critical of 
the Palestinian Authority. The 
conversation was insightful, and 
helped him develop a better idea 
of how Israelis and Palestinians in 
the area feel, he said.  

Abu Toameh has been 
labeled by his own as an Israeli 
sympathizer, thus putting his own 
life at risk. He expressed how, as 
a journalist, Israel was the only 
place in the region where there 
was true freedom of the press, 
democracy, and peace.  

After speaking to Pastor 
Butler’s group for some 45 
minutes, Pastor Butler asked 

Abu Toameh, in light of his own 
words for the past 45 minutes and 
with hindsight being 20/20, if he 
could go back and pick from the 
two, which would he rather have: 
Being born a Palestinian or being 
born an Israeli Jew. His answer to 
Pastor Butler was “What do you 
think?”

After the eight-day trip, Pastor 
Butler said he was affected in 
many ways. He has already 
written Congressman Huelskamp, 
sharing his experience, and 
putting a spotlight on the issue. 
He said he would like to partner 
with Israel, and will hopefully be 
in Washington, D.C., in March 
to lobby Congress on the Israel 
policies. He is also hoping to take 
a step in the political ring himself. 
He said he has always had an 
interest in politics, and he would 
like to make a difference. He is 
considering running for office 
locally, when the opportunity 
avails itself.

Pastor Butler said next time he 
travels to Israel, he hopes to take 
a bit more of a spiritual journey. 
However, he was thankful and 
grateful for the opportunity to see 
what Israel is facing. 

He will be sharing his 
experiences at the St. Francis 
Community Church at the 10:30 
a.m. worship service on Sunday. 
He encourages anyone who would 
like to hear more to attend.

PASTOR DAVID BUTLER holds a rocket that was launched into the town of Sderot.


