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Alumni continue planning
of future gatherings

Eighteen people attended the
St. Francis Community High
School alumni meeting on Mon-
day evening. After reviewing the
survey which had been placed on-
line by Carol Sloper, they turned
to discussing food, entertainment,
communications and restructur-
ing. No decisions were made
at this meeting but will need to
be made at the April 1 meeting
which will start at 7 p.m. in the
high school cafeteria.

All classes are urged to turn in
a list of classmates and their cur-
rent mailing address and/or e-mail
addresses before the end of the
month. They may sent to sdin-
kel@usd297.org, or call her at 785
332-2570 for more information.

As of Monday, there had been
250 responses to the survey. 68
percent of the responses indicated
they wanted the reunion on the
third Saturday of June with the
Cheyenne County Fair weekend
following at 38 percent. The ma-
jority also wanted the reunion to
be held each year.

In the events and activities
questions, the responses are as
follows:

e Pay a basic registration fee to
attend - 71 percent.

e Pay additionally for a meal,
dance, other - 68 percent.

Ownership
changes to
be reported

Producers are reminded of the
importance of reporting to their lo-
cal Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office any change to their farming
operation that would affect the sta-
tus of that farm so the change can
be effective for the current fiscal
year. A farm, as defined by agency,
is generally made up of tracts that
have the same owner and the same
operator. A sale of land in the farm
or a tract of land within the farm
would be an instance that requires
notifying the local Farm Service
Agency office so a farm reconstitu-
tion can be initiated using the FSA-
155, Request for Farm Reconstitu-
tion. These requests must be made
by Aug. 1.

A special provision exists that
would allow contract acres to be
divided in a manner agreed to by
all sellers and buyers. The method
of division, known as the “Designa-
tion by Landowner” provision, must
be requested and requires all sellers
and buyers agree to the method by
signing the FSA-155, or providing a
memorandum of understanding that
includes signatures of all sellers and
buyers.

The designation by landowner
method of division may be used
more specifically when:

e Part of the farm is sold or own-
ership is transferred.

* An entire farm is sold to two or
more people.

e Farm ownership is transferred
to two or more people.

e Part of a tract is sold or owner-
ship is transferred.

* A tract is sold to two or more
people.

» Tract ownership is transferred to
two or more people.

When notifying the county office
of ownership changes, the designa-
tion by landowner method of divi-
sion should be discussed to see if
this method would result in a more
satisfactory division of contract
acres compared to the default meth-
od most commonly used for farm
and tract divisions. The designation
by landowner method can only be
used when requested and if all buy-

e Sit down meal in cafeteria - 26
percent.

e Weather permitting informal
meal in park — 72 percent.

e Professional honor class pic-
ture at school — 56 percent.

e Music and visiting in park —
79 percent.

e Beer Garden(court by court-
house) — 69 percent.

e Weather permitting, outdoor
street dance — 63 percent.

e Saturday golf tourney — 29
percent.

e Friday evening art walk down-
town — 42 percent.

e Saturday noon brat meal at
museum — 35 percent.

e Saturday tours of Cheyenne
County — 27 percent.

* Attend a short business meet-
ing — 21 percent.

Answers to what events and ac-
tivities alumni would attend on a
non-honor year were:

¢ Sit down meal in cafeteria —
14 percent.

* Weather permitting, informal
meal in park — 54 percent.

e Music and visiting in park —
73 percent.

e Beer garden (court by court-
house) — 64 percent.

e Weather permitting, outdoor
street dance — 54 percent.

e Saturday golf tournament — 23

percent.

e Friday downtown art walk —
31 percent.

e Saturday noon brat meal at
museum — 23 percent.

e Saturday tours of Cheyenne
County — 18 percent.

Those answering the question
“Years since graduation” includ-
ed:

* 1 to 10 years — 14 percent.

* 11 to 20 years — 17 percent.

* 21 to 30 years — 20 percent.

* 31 to 40 years — 16 percent.

* 41 to 50 years — 21 percent.

* 51 to 60 years — 10 percent.

* 61 or more years — 3 percent.

These surveys indicated there is
interest in returning to an informal
meal in the park, weather permit-
ting from both honor classes and
other alumni, said Tom Keller,
chairman. There is good support
for music and visiting in the park
with a supervised beer garden.
Extra-curricular activities such as
a Saturday golf tournament, Fri-
day downtown art walk and a Sat-
urday noon brat meal at the muse-
um would have moderate support.
The third Saturday in June was the
most popular date with annual re-
unions the preference.

Look for more information
about the alumni meeting in next
week’s Herald.

LUKE KELLER and Karen Seirer plan to wed on May 31
in Russell.

Wedding planned

Kent and Cheryl Seirer of
Russell and Mark and Gwen
Keller of St. Francis are pleased
to announce the engagement of
their children Karen Seirer to
Luke Keller.

The bride graduated from Rus-
sell High School in 2005. She at-
tended Fort Hays State Univer-
sity, graduating with an Associ-
ate’s degree in Radiologic Tech-
nology and a Bachelor’s degree
in Medical Diagnostic Imaging.
She is employed at Comcare in
Salina.

The groom graduated from
Saint Francis Community High
School in 2004. He attended Fort
Hays State University and is cur-
rently employed at the Home

ers and sellers agree in writing.
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Depot in Hays.

The couple plans to marry
on May 31 in Russell at the St.
Mary’s Queen of Angels Catho-
lic Church.
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HOSPITAL STAFF NURSES Lori Raile and Tenille Lee move patients to the hospital

basement as part of the statewide tornado drill for emergency preparedness on March 4.
Herald staff photo by Amanda Miller

School funding must increase

By Amanda Miller
amiller@nwkansas.com

Kansas must spend more mon-
ey on public schools, according
to a much anticipated ruling by
the Kansas Supreme Court. The
court ruled on Friday, March 7,
that the state’s current public
school funding levels are uncon-
stitutional.

The ruling in the Gannon v.
Kansas case over school finance
has Republicans, including Gov-
ernor Sam Brownback and legis-
lative leaders, reeling. The state’s
high court ordered that an esti-
mated $130 million be restored
to school districts statewide by
July 1. This represents money
that school districts would have
received under the state’s school
funding law to help even out the
wealth of school districts in Kan-
sas.

Governor Sam Brownback
and Republican lawmakers have
argued that school funding lev-
els should not be determined by
courts, but by legislators. The
Governor has slashed taxes in
an attempt to spur job growth in
Kansas, but critics say it comes
at the expense of schools and
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Now is the time to place your tree order
at Burlington Home GCenter!
Place your pre-season free orders now for
BEST Prices
BEST Selection

BEST Delivery!
Check with us BEFORE you order anyplace else! ,ﬁ

Nursery stock available this year will indude:
Autumn Blaze Maple, Marshall Ash, Red Oak, Red Bud, Fruit

Trees, Linden, Austrian Pine, Ponderosa Pine, Blue Spruce,
Mugo Pine, several Junipers, and many
different types of shrubs
Ground Covers © Annuals  Perennials

Place your pre-season tree order now for best prices.
Check around, you will find our tree prices very competitive...
but hurry, because supplies are limited!

Please call for pricing on large orders of trees!
Samples of our early order prices:

Bur Oak, Northern Red Oak,
Tulip Tree, Princeton Elm.

We also have available 2" 1 gal. Austrian Pine........coevcernereeenee. $6.49
Caliper Trees for $150. 1gal. Colorado Blue Spruce............. $8.00
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5 gal. Colorado Blue Spruce.......... $24.00
5 gal. Rocky Mountain Juniper....$22.00
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111 Hollowell, Burlington, CO ¢ 719-346-8089 ¢ burlhome.doitbest.com

poor residents.

“This is a complex decision
requiring thoughtful review,”
Brownback said in a statement.
“I will work with leadership in
the Kansas Senate and House
to determine a path forward that
honors our tradition of providing
a quality education to every child
and that keeps our schools open,
our teachers teaching, and our
students learning.”

The court’s judgement of the
estimated $130 million to be re-
stored was not the only ruling. It
sent potentially more expensive
issues back to the lower court
to resolve. The lower court was
given the task to “promptly” re-
view and determine what the
“adequate” amount of funding
should be. But the court did not
set a deadline for hearing.

“The intent of the people of
Kansas is unmistakable,” the
Kansas Supreme Court ruling
states. “The Kansas constitution-
al command envisions something
more than funding public schools
by legislative fiat.”

In the ruling issued Friday,
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6+ ACRES WITH HOME, SHOP & HIGHWAY 36 FRONTAGE:
Nice 4-bedroom, 2-bath modular home with 1,904 sq. ft. living
space. Detached 24'x40’ heated garage/shop. Perfect for home
and/or business location on oil. Just east of St. Francis.

PRICE REDUCED ON 3-BEDROOM HOME: 1,344 sq. ft. of
living space with newer windows, roof and insulation. New cen-
tral heat and AC. Carport & sprinklers. 123 E. First. St. Francis.
ATTRACTIVE BUNGALOW: Updated 1,320 sq. ft. home with
two bedrooms, hardwood floors and remodeled kitchen with ap-
pliances. Newly painted, with partial basement, new backyard
fence, and 2-car garage. 222 W. Third, Bird City.

the Kansas high court pointed to
Article Six of the state constitu-
tion, which says “the legislature
shall make suitable provision for
finance of the educational inter-
ests” of the state.

The Kansas Association of
School Boards said in a state-
ment, “The people of Kansas
have adopted constitutional prin-
ciples and standards the legisla-
ture must meet, including both
adequacy and equity; and the
judiciary is the final authority to
determine adherence to constitu-
tional standards.”

They went on to say that they
urge the Governor and legisla-
ture to immediately provide full
funding for local option budget
state aid and capital outlay state
aid to correct the unconstitution-
al wealth-based disparities.

St. Francis Community School
District ~ Superintendent Rob
Schiltz said that if the court
does what it says, and doesn’t
do anything else, approximately
$16,000 in state aid would be
added to the local options bud-
get.
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Whether you’re buying or selling,
call Rhonda Born today at 785-332-2566

www.ShayRealty.com

26™ ANNUAL MACHINERY
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Wednesday, March 19 - 10 a.m. CDT

Across the road west of Hitchcock Co.
Fairgrounds-Culbertson, Nebraska

Tractors - Combines - Farm Machinery
Livestock Equipment - Trucks - Pickups - Trailers

Full Sale Bill & Pictures visit: www.vrbasauction.com
Bryan: 308-285-3240 or Gordon: 308-340-5371




