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School finance decision
is no victory for anyone
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The Kansas Supreme Court’s school finance 
decision was no victory for the school districts 
looking to force another $1 billion in state 
spending, but it doesn’t appear to be much of a 
win for anyone else, either.

The carefully crafted ruling seems to have 
enshrined the status quo, where cuts in general 
school funding (and income taxes) made during 
the late recession survive – at least until the next 
governor and Legislature take a look at things.

The court, however, was careful to stake out 
authority over school spending, claiming a right 
to review the Legislature’s work and to apply a 
constitutional standard to school spending.

It did not assert that authority in this case, 
as it did in the Montoy case a few years ago. 
It limited its decision to the equity of the 
school finance formula as it applies to local 
property taxes in two limited areas, the capital 
expenditure and local option funds each district 
maintains.

Poor districts, those with lower property 
valuation per student, are at an unfair 
disadvantage, the court said, because they 
cannot raise as much for these two funds as 
wealthy districts. That means these poorer 
districts may get more state money to spend, 
but overall, Kansas schools won’t see much 
gain.

Gov. Sam Brownback saw the light and 
grabbed hold of the compromise offered by the 
court. He urged the Legislature to do likewise 
and quickly fix the inexpensive (an estimated 
$129 million) equity problem, avoiding further 
litigation of this case, at least.

It’s likely some sort of compromise can be 

reached. If that happens, the court will have cut 
off much potential support for a Constitutional 
amendment to change the way justices are 
selected. Conservatives have pushed that, 
claiming the way things are done now leave 
the selection mostly in the hands the state’s 
lawyers.

The court left authority over the school budget 
mostly in the Legislature’s hands, not ordering 
a major increase the suit and its backers had 
sought. The state spends about $3 billion a year 
on schools now, and backers – including the 
state’s teachers’ unions – had envisioned much 
more. Now chances for bigger, court-controlled 
school budgets may have slipped away. 

Proponents of more spending, for schools 
and other state agencies, now must focus more 
on electing a more liberal governor and state 
legislators.

The campaign by Democrat Paul Davis 
of Lawrence to unseat Gov. Brownback has 
support from a few more liberal Republicans, 
including three members of the “Gang of Six” 
supporting Mr. Davis’ campaign. But while 
Davis is drawing in a lot of outside money, it 
remains to be seen if his movement can sweep 
the governor out, let alone the Legislature. 

At this point, we certainly wouldn’t count 
Mr. Brownback out, and the conservative 
domination of the Legislature is strong and 
deep right now. 

The high court seems to have both sides 
backing down from a legal fight and focused 
the state back on the electoral arena. And that is 
where such decisions should be made. – Steve 
Haynes

Plenty of dark news is filling 
the world of media lately. Miss-
ing jetliners, Russian imperial-
ism and deadly mudslides, just 
to name a few of the top sad sto-
ries.

So it was nice to come across 
the escaped circus elephants in 
St. Louis.

This could have been an 
equally depressing event as 
three giant pachyderms from 
the Moolah Shrine Circus got 
spooked and took off into the 
parking lot of the Family Arena 
in St. Charles, Mo. Luckily they 
only managed to cause some mi-

nor damage to some cars before 
they were safely returned to a 
proper place.

It reminded me of the time the 
circus came to Bird City.

Several years ago a group of 
trucks was traveling East on 
U.S. 36 when one of them tried 
to pull into the parking lot where 
Frontier Ag and its gas station 
are now. The driver miss judged 
the turn and dropped one side of 
his semi’s rear wheels into the 
drainage ditch.

What followed was a little bit 
of confusion as local authorities 
contacted a tow service and they 

discovered that one of the circus 
drivers had an existing warrant 
out.

The truck was only transport-
ing equipment as the animals ei-
ther went through before or af-
ter these trucks. Eventually the 
semi was freed and the caravan 
continued on its way to a sched-
uled stop down the road. Not 
sure what happened to the fugi-
tive from the law.

But I still think it qualified for 
having the circus in Bird City.  

Circus comes to town
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Legislative News

120th State RepresentativeThe Gannon decision sent the 
matter of determining adequacy 
of funding back to the District 
Court. The decision fundamen-
tally shifts focus from money 
inputs to outcomes.  The Su-
preme Court’s decision rejected 
the District Court’s ruling that 
“suitability” of education under 
the state constitution is deter-
mined only by a dollar amount. 
Instead, the Supreme Court in-
structed the District Court to 
look toward outcomes to de-
termine adequacy. The District 
Court is instructed to examine 
Kansas public education by ad-
equacy based on the Rose Stan-
dard, which is already contained 
in current Kansas statute.

The Rose Standard is based 

on a Kentucky court case from 
1977, and it states: “An efficient 
system of education must have 
as its goal to provide each and 
every child with seven compo-
nents.” I will not list the seven 
components. They can be found 
in the Kansas statutes.

This ruling is going to be 
the cause of much discussion. 
The Supreme Court, recogniz-
ing that the amount of money 
spent is not the sole determinant 
of adequacy of funding, indi-
cates that the original school fi-
nance lawsuit known as Augen-
blick and Meyers is considered 
flawed. The Gannon decision 
clarified that school finance in-
cludes not only State General 
Fund spending (Base State Aid 

Per Pupil), but all other fund-
ing sources. This includes the 
cost of the teachers’ retirement 
plan, known as KPERS, capital 
outlay spending, local funding, 
transportation, and even federal 
funding.

My personal opinion is that 
school funding will be reduced, 
in the years to come, and that 
school consolidation will be at 
the forefront of many discus-
sions. What might have seemed 
to be a windfall to those filing 
the lawsuit might very well 
prove detrimental to education.

Education ruling may prove detrimental

As I speak today, there are doz-
ens of devoted gardeners in our 
area and others who are spend-
ing valuable time in the class-
room. There are housewives, 
retired businessmen, and maybe 
a few bachelors, all studying 
hard to learn more about their 
favorite hobby or pastime. These 
people will soon become known 
as Master Gardeners. They are 
spending these 45 to 50 hours 
of intense study, not only to in-
crease their knowledge about the 
art of growing things, but also 
to give themselves a “heads up” 
on ways that they can help other 
people.

Master Garden trainees learn 
about lawn care, seed selection, 
weed control, fertilizer appli-
cation, and soil building. And 
that’s just a few of the facets of 
gardening that they learn. The 
program is available to all indi-
viduals whether they are active 
gardeners or not. All anyone 
needs is a desire to learn more 
and to help others. In Kansas, 
the cost is about $90 for the en-
tire course.

For less than a hundred bucks, 
these trainees are getting an ab-
solute wealth of information that 

is not available elsewhere. The 
Master Gardener training pro-
gram is offered and supervised 
by the various state Research and 
Extension services. Here in Kan-
sas, it is administered by Kansas 
State University in Manhattan, 
and in Colorado by Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins.

Here in Kansas, the Extension 
Service conducts the training 
classes in late winter at several 
alternating locations each year. 
This year in Kansas, the training 
is being conducted in Oakley, 
Liberal, and Salina, among other 
locations in the east. In Colo-
rado, the training is conducted 
online at different times. Your 
Colorado Extension office has 
details.

Here in the Sunflower State, 
some of the University’s finest 
talent are conducting the course, 
including Ward Upham and re-
nowned Floriculturist, Dr. Alan 
Stevens.

One of the most valuable as-
sets of the Master Gardener 
training program is the hand-
book that all trainees receive. 
It is a huge three ring notebook 
stuffed with every facet of the 
good things about learning how 

to do the right thing in garden-
ing. It is truly the Bible of gar-
dening, and contains just about 
every subject pertaining to plant 
life. It is available nowhere else! 
I took the Master Gardening 
program 10 or 12 years ago and 
hardly a day goes by without re-
ferring to it. Ward Upham is the 
man who put it together, and still 
appears each year at the various 
sessions of the training program.

After receiving the Master 
Gardener designation, each 
graduate must give several hours 
of their time each year to help 
others in their effort to become a 
more efficient gardener. Becom-
ing a Master Gardener is very 
simply the most significant 40 
hours I have ever spent. and it 
came after the age of 70. I invite 
you to call your Extension office 
soon to find out where and when 
next year’s training begins.

The benefits of Master Gardener classes

GOD SAYS
Uphold me according unto 

thy word, that I may live: and 
let me not be ashamed of my 

hope. Psalms 119:116


