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Kansas goes Kremlin
with arrests and secrecy

Honor Roll

Casey’s Comments By
Casey

McCormick
mccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

Letter to Editor

You and your spouse are sitting in your liv-
ing room watching Laverne and Shirley re-runs 
some night when all of a sudden you hear a win-
dow break and something that looks like a jelly 
jar lands on the floor nearby.

Before you can get up to see what happened, 
the stun grenade detonates, the flash blinds you 
for a few seconds, the ringing in your ears has 
you completely disoriented. In a little more than 
a second, you and your wife are face down on 
the carpet with a SWAT team member’s knee on 
the backs of your necks, handcuffed and arrested.

Hours later, when the mess is sorted out, they 
let you out of jail with an apology. Ooops. Sorry. 
You weren’t who we were looking for. Just a big 
misunderstanding. You’re free to go.

Like most people, you want to know “why?” 
What in the world made the cops think you were 
a dangerous drug suspect? What led them to treat 
you like this and where did it come from?

The answer – the information the police and 
prosecutor submitted to the judge to get your ar-
rest warrant – is listed in a court document called 
a “probable cause affidavit.” In any other state, 
you can make a public-records request, get a 
copy of that affidavit and find out just why you 
were arrested.

But not in Kansas. Our Legislature keeps it se-
cret, even if you are the victim.

Think I’m kidding? The scenario above is pret-
ty close to what happened to Robert and Adlynn 
Harte in Johnson County. 

After a year in court and $25,000 of their own 
money paid in legal fees to unseal an affidavit, 
these two former CIA agents – people with se-
curity clearances – found out Robert’s trip to a 
hydroponics store for his indoor tomato garden 
and some tea leaves Adlynn threw out in the trash 
were all that cops and prosecutors needed to send 
a SWAT team to their front door early one morn-
ing. The cops didn’t find an indoor marijuana-
growing operation – or any other drugs, for that 

matter. For the Hartes to get answers was expen-
sive indeed – not to mention the humiliation.

A bill that came out of the Kansas House this 
session would have changed that, but thanks to 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, headed by Re-
publican Sen. Jeff King from Independence, it 
was gutted and the important provisions regard-
ing arrests deleted. King even seconded the mo-
tion on the neutered bill when no one else on his 
committee would. As of this writing, unless the 
bill is put back into its original form, Kansans 
can still be deprived of their freedom, treated like 
criminals, and never know the reasoning of the 
cops, the prosecutor and the judge who did it to 
them.

How can Republicans like Sen. King – stal-
warts of the party that supposedly will stand up 
for open government and individual rights – still 
hold to a policy that seems more like it came 
from the Kremlin than the Sunflower State? 
That’s a question Chairman King and his cohorts 
should answer. 

Opponents of openness say they fear pretrial 
publicity will taint a case if too much of that 
information is available. But the fact is that no 
criminal conviction in Kansas has ever been 
overturned due to pretrial publicity. Some may 
have been overturned because cops, prosecutors 
or judges are later found to have screwed up – 
but never because a newspaper or television sta-
tion ran a news story. Never.

The public should be able to see those affida-
vits. The work of police, prosecutors and judges 
should be subject to the same scrutiny as the 
work of any other public official, especially when 
it can deprive Kansans of their freedom and the 
sanctity of their homes.

Kansas deserves better than this. – Dane Hicks
Dane Hicks, is president of Garnett Publish-

ing Inc. and editor and publisher of the Anderson 
County Review.
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GOD SAYS
Better is little with the fear of the Lord than 

great treasure and trouble therewith. Better is 
a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled 

ox and hatred therewithin. A wrathful man 
stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger 

appeaseth strife.                            
Proverbs 14:16-18
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July 4th celebration a county event
Dear Editor and St. Francis resi-

dents,
I would like to explain why the 

Cheyenne County July 4th Cel-
ebration was moved to Bird City 
for 2014.

Four years ago when we first 
thought of a July 4th celebration 
we wanted it to be a county-wide 
event. The first articles that ap-
peared in the St. Francis Herald 
about the celebration mentioned 
it would rotate between St. Fran-
cis and Bird City. Much like the 
Cheyenne County Wildlife Ban-
quet rotates between the two 
towns. A rotation also helps to 
provide new ideas, higher enthu-
siasm and keeps one group from 
burning out because of the work 
load.

Over the past three years we 
worked to involve both towns in 
the celebration. We have been 
pleased with the results. For ex-
ample, last year the Cheylin 
cheerleaders were thrilled that we 
asked them to lead the kid’s parade 
around the park. Several Bird City 
residents expressed their apprecia-
tion that we displayed two Chey-
lin flags along with the others on 
the US Highway 36 median. Four 

Bird City residents designed and 
then volunteered to hang the win-
dow posters in Bird City, McDon-
ald, Atwood, Goodland, Benkel-
man, Idalia and Wray. The owners 
of Hometown Market in Bird City 
provided the large red and white 
tent used for the hot dog eating 
contest. She also helped provide 
paper products and food items 
for he hot dog meal as our own 
grocery store was nearly empty. 
Finally, we received cash dona-
tions from people in and around 
Bird City. Combine all these kind 
works with what St. Francis resi-
dents did and we had a very suc-
cessful event. 

As a result, we thought it was 
time to let Bird City shine and 
have the celebration in their town.

Throughout the month of March 
we met formally with the Bird 
City City Council, Thresher Asso-
ciation, Century II and informally 
with Bird City Community Club, 
American Legion members and 
pastors. Every group we contact-
ed showed much excitement and 
enthusiasm to be able to host the 

event this year.
Most of the schedule for the 

celebration is already set. It will 
include firetruck and wagon rides 
for all ages, the popular kid’s pa-
rade and hot dog eating contest, 
noon meal, free swimming, sing-
a-long at the American Legion, ice 
cream and cake social and large 
city-wide American flag display. 
This is followed by an evening of 
entertainment with a spectacular 
fireworks display set to patriotic 
music.

We appreciate the donations of 
time and money by both St. Fran-
cis and Bird City residents, farm-
ers, businesses, churches, clubs 
and thrift stores.

Our hope is to continue the 
Cheyenne County July 4th Cele-
bration as one large county event.

We look forward to seeing many 
people in Bird City on July 4th so 
we may all celebrate America’s 
birthday.

Thank you for your time and 
support.

Rodney Neitzel
St. Francis

Seen any good movies lately?
Considering what the average 

product from Hollywood looks 
like, there is plenty more bad than 
good showing on the big screen, 
in my opinion. But every once and 
awhile they get it right.

Recently, actor Kevin Sorbo re-
ceived a lot of flack for addressing 
the hostility in the movie indus-
try towards Christianity and atti-
tudes that do not reflect the liberal 
norm. Another movie actor, James 
Wood, has felt discrimination by 
not toting the industry line politi-
cally.

There is no surprise that whole-

someness is not what sells when 
it comes to movie tickets. How-
ever, at least a couple movies have 
made an effort for breaking the 
norm.

The Son of God and Heaven is 
For Real are offering entertain-
ment that Christians can appreci-
ate. They first played at our local 
theater recently and hopefully the 
later will make it soon.

In Heaven is For Real, the story 
is told of a boy who has a near 
death experience and lives to tell 
about his experience in heaven. 
This comes from a real life drama 
that happened not far from here in 

Imperial, Nebraska. Coincidental-
ly, Kevin Sorbo has a role in this 
film.

A third movie that deals with 
Biblical accounts is Russel 
Crowe’s version of Noah and his 
ark. From what I’ve heard from 
those who have seen it, I think I’ll 
pass. Sounds like Hollywood won 
over on this project that, although 
it deals with one of God’s great 
acts, avoids reference to the All 
Mighty as much as possible.

But should anyone be sur-
prised?

Good movies

By
Ward

Cassidy

Legislative News

120th State RepresentativeThis week, I am going to write 
about some bills and share some 
information that should be useful 
to most everyone.

Last Friday, the House gave final 
approval to a bill that will allow 
cell phone numbers to be added 
to the “Do Not Call” registry. In 
addition, the registry will be up-
dated every month, as opposed to 
the current quarterly updates. The 
do-not-call registry is maintained 
by the Kansas Attorney General, 
in cooperation with the Federal 
Trade Commission. If you want to 
be placed on the no-call list, go to 
https://www.donotcall.gov/.

The House also gave final ap-
proval to a bill that will require 
health insurance companies to of-
fer coverage for autism spectrum 
disorder. The bill requires insur-
ance companies to provide ap-
plied behavioral therapy analysis 
for children, with the bulk of the 

treatment coming when the child 
is young, when studies have shown 
therapy is most effective. The goal 
is to help children achieve their full 
potential with early diagnosis and 
treatment.

I have spent a lot of time try-
ing to run down problems with the 
Managed Care Organizations oper-
ating in Kansas. The House passed 
a bill that I hope becomes law that 
requires our three Managed Care 
Organizations to pay most claims 
within 30 days.  There will be a 
few complicated claims that 90 
days will be the timeframe. This is 
a good policy that helps maintain 
a healthy state business climate by 
keeping state government and its 
contractors accountable for money 
owed.

The House also approved a bill 
that increases the penalty for com-
mitting financial securities fraud 
against anyone over age sixty-five. 
The bill increases the severity of 
the punishment by one punishment 

level, which translates to increased 
prison sentence for offenders. Fi-
nancial fraud is among the fastest 
growing form of elder abuse in 
the nation. Anyone who knows of 
financial abuse committed against 
a senior citizen can report it to the 
state adult protection hotline at 
1-800-922-5330.

Another tidbit that I heard last 
week that again shows what a 
diverse state we have become: 
There are 81 different languages, 
which children have as their na-
tive tongue, in the Johnson County 
Schools.

There has been a lot of discus-
sion about how we should meet the 
requirement of the Gannon deci-
sion. The proposals I have seen so 
far are not going to help NW Kan-
sas schools. Next week is “Drop 
Dead” week and I would doubt if 
anything will be decided till we 
come back in late April.

Information from the House


