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HARVEST HASSTARTED — Roger Zweygar dt, above, wasdumpingaload of wheat off of afield west of St. Francis. Hereported
that theyield wasabout what he had expected -- 20 bushels per acre. Below, Link Zweygar dt makesthelast round in afield asthe
storm cloudswerebuildingin thewest. However, littlerain fell out of the cloudswhich rumbled through later on.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Harvestbegins;
yieldsnotgood

Fireworks,
burnsbanned
in county

By Karen Krien

For thepast several months, thenews
has been talking about the drought in
western Kansas and portions of Wyo-
ming, Colorado, Nebraska, Montanaand
NewMexico. Thetremendousforestfire
south and west of Denver has empha-
sized the potential danger of fire wors-
ened by drought conditions.

Locally, the Cheyenne County Com-
missioners and firemen have also been
concernedwithdanger of firesespecialy
with the continued 90- to 100-degree
temperatures and strong winds which
haveplagued thearea

Withthese conditionsinmind, Com-
missonersRonKrienand TimRailemet
inspecia session on Friday wherethey
adoptedaresol utionbanningopenburn-
ingandtheuseof fireworksinthecounty
until thereismeasurablerainfall. When
thecommissionersdecidethecounty is
no longer in danger, the resolution will

either be modified or rescinded. (Com-
missioner Jane Brubaker was unabletc
attend.)

Peoplearenot to have an outdoor fire
including burning trash, fields, pasture,
fencerows, grassland or ditches, camp-
fires, warming fires, charcoal grill fires
or useany fireworks.

However, thisresolution doesnot ap-
ply within the city limits of St. Francis
andBird City.

If aperson does start afire outside of
thecity limits, they will bebreaking the
law. That person, if found guilty, canbe
finedupto $500 and putinjail for upto
onemonth.

WiththeFourthof July cominginjust
days, peopleneedtobeawarethat, if they
light fireworks outside the city limits,
they arebreakingthelaw. And, if afire
isstartedwiththepresent dry conditions
itcouldburnacresandacresof grassand
crop land.

Councilacceptsbids
for hall renovations

By Karen Krien

The combines are rolling
inthefieldsandtheloadsare
coming in to the county el-
evatorsaswheat harvest gets
intofull swing. Thefirstload
arrived at Wheel er Equity on
June18, early againthisyear.

The wheat crop suffered
another year of little mois-
ture and, asit started to ma-
ture, there was wind and hot
temperatures. For a while,
the prediction of harvest
yieldswasbleak but, surpris-
ingly, the wheat coming in
has been a little better than
expected.

“We were expecting the
worseand hoping for better,”
said Tim Burr, St. Francis
Equity manager. “ Thecropis
kind of in between.”

Thereisshrivelingandthe
wheat islight— not good but
better than some thought it
would be. Weights are aver-
aging around 57 pounds and
the moistureisdry.

Manager Burr said that har-
vest is off to agood start but it
is hard to tell exactly where it
isat and when it will be done.
Some of the fields up north of
St. Francis may be abandoned
while some of the fieldsin the
south are not as bad as origi-
nally thought.

According to some of the
farmers, the yields on dryland
wheat are averaging 10 to 30
bushels per acre. Theirrigated |
wheat is not quite ready to be T o e ol
cut. M—p

Infor mation office EX

Custom harvesters are start- =1 |
ing to come through. Bud TN fL k¢ -
Erskin, who runs a harvest in- . T 2 T Lol ey
formation officefrom hisbusi- S (1 e 1)

ness, Majestic Service on 405 v SSEEEE e e

South River Street, reported = s - :
that hehashad afew callsfrom i cmas v
harvesters.
Those needing cutters or
drivers should contact him at
785-332-2905. He will prob-
ably be open later during the
harvest.

Hospital board finalizes plans,
bidstobeletatJuly 16 meeting
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By Sandy Barnhart

Renovation of the new city council
building on Main Street wasoneof the
main topics on the agenda at the June
18 meeting of the St. Francis City
Council.

The council had previously adver-
tised for bidsfor the completion of the
inside of the building and |andscaping
andbidswerereviewedthebidsfor the

finishing work on the building. Only
onebidwasreceivedfor each of thefin-
ishwork projects. Thecouncil al so ad-
vertised the sale of 77 blocks which
weretaken out of the building.

Penn Building Servicereceived the
bid of $98,300 for general contracting
of theinterior remodeling of the new
city hall building. Danny Penn noted

SeeBIDSon Page9

Firemen kept busy

George Harper, St. Francis Fire
Chief, reportedthat therehavebeentwo
firesinthelast week.

On Sunday, volunteer firemen were
called to extinguish awheat field fire
south of St. Francis near the Bud
McCall farm. About 7 acres of wheat
belonging to Tom Bandel were de-
stroyed but the fire chief said it could
have been worse.

“The wind was not blowing like it
had been earlier so the fire didn’t
spread,” hesaid.

While thereislittle proof, the fire
chief saidthatitisbelievedthat thefire
started with the carelessthrowing of &
cigarette butt.

A second fire happened when a car
belongingtoLavelleBurns, St. Francis,
caught fireand burned. Ms. Burnshad
only beenhome 15t0 20 minuteswhen
thecar begantosmolder. Chief Harper
believedthat thefirewasbelievedtobe
caused by anelectrical shortinthewir-
ing. Thecar wastotal ed but therewere
noinjuries.

By Karen Krien

Theremodeling and building onthe
clinicinSt. Franciscontinuestostill be
in the planning stages but the hospital
administrator, at the June 20 meeting,
informed the Cheyenne County Hospi-
tal Boardthat thearchitect will havethe
planscompleted and thebidswill belet
at aspecial meetingon July 16.

Rueben Schultz, board member, was
concernedthat thebid datewassolate.
Board member Swede Calnonasked if
the late bid was going to cause some
problemswhen it cameto running ce-
ment — would it be too cold? There

were several on the board who did not
think that it would be that cold before
they started running cement but it ap-
pearedtobetheconsensusof theboard
that the remodeling needed to get
started assoon aspossible. Mr. Schultz
also said that he did not think it would
benecessary toremoveall of theever-
green trees on the east side for there-
modelingandtheadministrator said he
wouldtalk to thearchitect.

Robert VanAllen, board member,
said he had been asked why the board
had not tried to borrow interest-free
money from Prairie Land Electric.

However, Kelly Gienger, board mem-
ber, asked, “do we want to borrow
money, evenif itisinterest free?’

Administrator Les Lacy said that it
could be that, even if they wanted to
borrow money, theboard wasnotina
position to use Prairie Land. It was
pointed out that the hospital board
could not “borrow money” but he
would talk to the county attorney,
Kevin Berens, about thelegalitiesand
if there was some way that the board
could borrow money.

Themoney for remodelingtheclinic
SeePLANSon Page9

Board informed about doctor
leaving area; another sought

By Karen Krien

The hospital administrator informed the Cheyenne
County Hospital Board at the June20 meeting that Dr. Eric
Jacobsen, doctor who cometo theclinicto seepatients, es-
pecially expectant mother patients, will beleavingthearea.
Since the county hospital does not deliver babies, serving
these to-be moms could be a problem. Administrator Les
Lacy saidthat Dr. Mary BethMillerislookingintothesitu-
ation and there may possibly be a solution to the problem
by the next meeting.

Troy Herrman, physical therapist, hasleft thehospital for
another job but SharaJohnsonwill betaking hisplacestart-
inginJuly. Mrs. Johnsonwasbornandraisedin St. Francis.

Theadministrator reported that he had been talking with
asurgeonworkingin RawlinsCounty about al socomingto
St. Francisto do surgery.

OnJduly 1, thehospital will begin contracting directly with
KimZweygardt for Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist

services. Before, theserviceswerepurchased fromRawlins
County Health Center. Administrator Lacy said that, by
contracting directly with Nurse Zweygardt, thiswill help
maintain her servicesin the community for the future and
theplanisagreeablewith the Rawlins County Health Cen-
ter.
I mprovementsbeing made

Thefirst quarter quality assurance improvement for the
hospital on acontinuousbasisreview had been madeandthe
administrator reported severd improvementswere madein-
cluding: making thelaundry pattern safer for employees; get-
ting adietitian consultant, makingit easier for patientstosign
in, improvemedication safety, and tracking all purchasingto
seethat al changesaremade. Therewill alsobechangesmade
in the housekeeping department and upgrade infection con-
trol. The administrator said that the retakesin radiology are
lower and the staff istrying toimprove even more.

SeeDOCTOR on Page9

Sainty
qirl earns
2003 title

By Karen Krien

Fifteen girlsvied for the title of
CheyenneCounty Junior Miss2003
on Saturday eveningafter puttingin
aweek of practicingroutines, talent
and mock interviews. When the
evening ended and the judges had
made their final decision, Jennifer
Weems was sel ected to represent
the county in Belleville March 23
through 29.

TheJunior MissProgram recog-
nizes excellence through on-stage
performances and public demon-
strations of abilities. They are
awarded cash scholarships along
withhavingtheopportunity for col-
legeanduniversity grantsavailable.

Thefirst runner-up was Heather
Culwell; second runner-up was
BrookeKibel; third runner-up was
Samantha Coates and Heidi
Rohweder was the fourth runner-
up.

Samantha was al so awarded the
Spirit of Junior Miss; Jenny was
awardedthe Scholastics, Poiseand
Talent Awards; Heidi thelnterview
Award and Heather, the Fitness
Award.

Aspart of the Poise presentation,
each contestant wasasked theques-
tion, “If given$1,000, what charity
would you give it to and why?’

SeeTITLE on Page9
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JENNIFER WEEM S, right, was selected to represent Cheyenne
County as the 2003 Junior Miss. Presenting her bouquet was

M eaghan Jamison, the 2002 Cheyenne County Junior Miss.
Herald staff photo by Karen Krien
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that thejobwoul d beginthefirst of July
with compl etion hopefully around Oc-
tober.

Great Western L andscaping submit-
tedabid of $26,105for landscapingand
concrete around the building. Troy
Porter explained that he would begin
thefirst of August. The city crew will
be tearing the concrete out.

Deb Patton submitted abid of $35for
all 77 of the glass blocks. The council
approved thebid.

Fireworks

A fireworkslicensewasapprovedfor
Mark Kellerand JohnKeller. Thecoun-
cil ishopingthat residentsof Cheyenne
County will take into account the dry
weather and that the fireworkswill be
displayed only in city limitsthisyear.

Recycling

Councilman Roger Jensen reported
that therewould beamesetingwith Tho-
mas, L ogan and Cheyennecountieson
June27inColby. Thecounty represen-
tativeswill beworkingonaregional co-
opagreement. Thiswill notbeaformal
co-op as there would be too many le-
galitiesinvolved. Thegroupisconsid-
ered amembership programwith each
county paying amembershipfee of $1
per capitaper year. CheyenneCounty’ s
feeis$3,165. Thiswasapproved at the
April 16 meetingwiththecommission-
erspaying thefull amount.

Councilman Jensen said that the
Kansas Department of Health and En-
vironment had advertise a1999 Isuzu
truck with an enclosed box that the
county reps might consider for use as

TITLE

Continued from Page 1

Some of thegirlssaid they would give
to the cancer society, several others
would give to orphanages while one
wouldgivethemoney totheemergency
medical technicians, another to" Locks
of Love.” Jenny, who won the Poise
Award, said that she would give the
money to an orphanage eventhoughit
was not recognized asa“ charity.” “It
issad for children not having parents,”
shesaid.

Meaghan Jamison, the 2002 Chey-
enne County Junior Miss, performed
her last duties by handing out awards
and presenting flowerstothewinners.
Shetoldabout her experiencesthrough-
outtheyear, especially at thestatecon-
test, and thanked her family for their
support.

Other participantsintheJunior Miss
Program on Saturday were: Tara
Neitzel, Jill Zumbahlen, Vanessa
Wieck, Kelly Garner, Joy Zumbahlen,
Amanda Poore, January Fiedler,
Samantha Jensen, Kari Gienger and

JessicaFlemming.

Jenny Busse and Penny Krien were
the mistress of ceremonies. Tyler
Voorhies, Tyler Howard, Kyle
Buffington, Chancy Livingston and
Dillan Zweygardt were escorts. Amy
Rieger provided entertainment during
thetimewhenthejudgesweremaking
their decision.

Vicki Cress, coordinator of the pro-
gram, praised the girls for their hard
work and coming together to make a
great program. Each girl had a back-
stagemomwho spent much of theweek
hel pingand encouragingtheir “ daugh-
ter.”

The evening ended with an “ after
glow” in the cafeteria where the girls
were congratul ated and cookies and
punch were enjoyed after along, hot
stay inthe auditorium.

Judges for the program included
Neala Carmichael, Sterling, Colo.,
Susan Brown, Akron, Colo.; Sherri
Stank, McCook; Randy Berls,
Goodland and Lori Curry, Atwood.

PLANS

Continued from Page 1
wasraised through statetax creditsbut
after the plans had been made and the
amount of money set, theboard decided
to movethe county health officetothe
basement of the clinic. Consequently,
ahandicap accesselevator totheoffice
would needed to beinstalled and some
minor remodeling done. Theboardwill
look at these improvements after the
remodeling is done. In the meantime,
the health clinic islocated in the Dr.
Brett Poling ChiropracticofficeonU.S.
36.
Hospital remodeling

Following the completion of the

clinic remodeling, the board will ook

at thehospital remodelingand addition
project. Theslopeof theroof onthenew
additionhasbeendiscussedfor several
months. The architect had only a 1/4-
inch slope which would mean that it
would be almost aflat roof and the
boarddid notwant that typeof roof. The
board wanted to raise the slope to 1-
inchwhichwould put theroof slopeup
to2foot at thetopandthearchitect was
worried about how it would look. The
additional slope would cost more —
probably $4,000t0$5,000— but,inthe
longrun, theboardfeltlikeitwouldpay
for itself in future repairs as it would
allow the water to run off. The board
approved the 1-inch slope.

an area-wide pick-up service.
Property cleanup

Attorney Mike Day informed the
council that Resol ution 2002-4, which
the council had adopted at the June 4
meeting had been delivered to
ErvaGene DeAragon concerning the
white trailer house on the property at
506 E. Second Street. The resolution
statesthat thetrailer house must bere-
moved from the property within 20
daysof natification.

The20dayselapsed on June25 and,
Attorney Day after contactingthecoun-
cil members, will file apetitioninthe
District court and the matter will be
heard beforeaDistrict judge.

The cleanup progress of the other
three propertieson Washington Street
whichweredelivered|etterswereal so
discussed. Thecouncil feltthat all prop-
erty owners were making progress
however, thecouncil did haveconcern
about theitemsonthesidewalk onthe
west side building belonging to Bud
Houtman. The council noted that the
sidewalk had still not been cleared and
were concern about sefety.

The council noted that the commis-
sioners had discussed starting aclean-
up project similar to the city’ swhich
would involve the perimeters of St.
Francis.

Building per mits

Thebuilding permitswereapproved
contingent upon Superintendent J.R.
Landenberger’s approval, for the fol-
lowing residents: Carol Wolters, run
concrete; Bill Wilger, repair sidewalk

and relocatefence.
Superintendent report

 Superintendent Landenberger
asked that the council consider pur-
chasing a Ford pickup at Y ost Ford-
Mercury. The pickup was formerly
Councilman Jensen’s . The 1996
Cherokeepresently being drivenby the
superintendent has 103,000 miles. Su-
perintendent Landenberger noted he
had checked prices and the pickup
would cost $19,000 without atrade-in
and $13,000 with the trade-in of the
Cherokee.

« Superintendent Landenberger in-
formedthecouncil that the street over-
laysandreplacementswerecompleted
with some cleanup | eft.

* Thecity crewislookingintofixing
theair conditioningatthetheater. There
will report back at the next meeting.

» The council wasinformed that the
alley on Quincy Street had been in-
spected. Melvin Schlepp and Walter
Hilt had approached the council at the
June 4 meeting concerning the water
runoff. Superintendent L andenberger
noted that hewouldliketo haveMiller
and A ssoci ation of McCook | ook at the
alley the next time they were in town
toseeif thereisasolution.

Policereport

Chief of Police Jason Ryan reported
that Mark Davidsonwill start patrol for
the city on June 21. Currently Officer
DavidsonlivesinBird City, butislook-
ing for ahomein St. Francis.

Clerk report
City Clerk Mary Lampereportedthat

DOCTOR
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In other business

In other business:

* The hospital board discussed the
remodeling and letting of bids for the
clinicinSt. Francis. Seerelated article
inthisissue.

* Patients and swingbed patients
staying in the hospital has been slow.
Administrator Lacy said that thisis
typically aslow time of year and the
poor ag economy has not helped the
situation. However, the hospital has
been able to meet its cash needs since
thelast board meeting.

* Thehospital will begranted an ad-
valorem tax exemption on the old
county health buildingonU.S. 36 dur-
ing the time that it was owned by the
board.

» Theadministrator isapplyingfor a
Small Hospital Improvement Program
grant for $25,000. If the grant isre-
ceived, the hospital will most likely
receive $11,000 to $18,000 and it will
be used to comply with the Health In-
formation Portability Acts.

» The administrator will know by
early July if theboard and hospital have

beenapprovedfortheCommunity Ser-
vice Project application.

* The administrator reported that he
hadrecently learned that thehospital’s
total cost report settlement will bejust
over $200,000 in the hospital’ s favor
and should get $160,000 back. “This
should put uspretty closeto budget on
our audit but we haven't seen the
money yet,” the administrator com-
mented.

e An air-conditioning unit at the
clinicin St. Francis quit working. Af-
ter visiting with thearchitect, who had
no plans to make changesin this area
when the clinic is remodeled, the ad-
ministrator had the unit replaced for
$800. He noted that to repair the unit
would have cost $600.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the hospital
board will be aspecia meeting set for
2p.m. onJuly 16 and, at that time, the
bids for the clinic remodeling will be
let. Theregular board meeting will be
heldat 7:30p.m.onJuly 17. Both meet-
ingswill beheldinthebasement of the
clinic acrossthe street from the hospi-
ta in St. Francis.

the audit will be presented along with
theauditorsreviewingthe2003 budget
at the July 9 meeting.

Thecity employeepicnicwill beheld
July 20 at the swimming pool.

Councilwomen Kay Shay and
Natalie Knodel along with Clerk
Lampewill attend the L eague of Kan-
sas Municipalities meeting at
Goodland the end of June.

The council approved to block off
part of Whittier Street on July 13 for
VelmaGoodell’ sauction.

Other business

In other business:

* A lengthy discussionwasheld dis-
cussing the five-year plan. The coun-
cil agreed for each committee to meet
and bring the immediate needs to the
second meeting in July. At the second
meetingin August thecommitteeswill
present a more long-term agenda on
future needs.

* Susan Hobrock, coordinator of the
Cheyenne County Development, re-
quested the entire corporation’sallot-
ment of money for the year 2002. The
council approve the allotment of
$5,000.

She also asked that the council that

thecouncil budget thecorporationinto
the 2003 budget.

« Pool manager Danielle Kriegh re-
portedtheplanwasto continuetoclose
thepool at 6 p.m. duetolow attendance
instead of the original 8 p.m. on Sun-
days.

« CouncilmanRick Kriegh suggested
starting an “ Adopt-a-Park” program
similartothestate’ sAdoptaDitch. He
felt that organizations or businesses
wouldbeinterestedinaprogramof this
nature.

* Tuesday, June 25, the council met
inexecutivesessiontodiscussthewage
budget for 2003. Thecouncil will report
their decisionsfor theaudit and budget
at the July 9 meeting.

Executivesession

Superintendent Landenberger re-
guested 2 minutesinexecutivesession
for personnel.

Councilman Rick Kriegh requesteo
5 minutesin executivesessionfor per-
sonnel.

Next meeting

Thenext city council meetingwill be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday at the St.
FrancisPublic Library.

Granddaughter
completes space
training program

Laneah Pet-
itjean, Hutc-
hison, attended
Level 10of theFu-
ture Astronaut
Training Pro-
gram at the Kan-
sasCosmosphere
and SpaceCenter
in Hutchinson
June 12 through
17.

The intense week-long program,
whichwasdevel oped by Cosmosphere
staff, incorporates actual astronaut
training with briefings on subjects
ranging from how the body reacts to
spaceflight to principles of rocketry.
The camp strives to motivate and in-
spire careersin space education in an
environment which stressesteamwork
and problem solving.

Duringtheweek, camperstrainedon
numerous simulators related to both
manned and unmanned spaceflight.
They simulated walking on the moon
in the 1/6 gravity simulator and per-
formedstresstestsonathree-axistrain-
ing and in the Centrifuge, a g-force
training. They alsorepairedamalfunc-
tioning satelliteutilizingthesimul ated

Petitjean

Manned Maneuvering Unit, flew the
Advanced Flight Simulator housedin
anactual F-101 cockpitanddirecteda
Lunar Rover mission much like the
MarsPathfinder, guidingacomputer-
controlledrover aroundrocksand cra-
tersand picking up samplesto return
to Earth. The week culminated with
the campers flying their own space
shuttle mission aboard the
Cosmophere's state-of -the-art space
shuttle simulator, the Falcon.
FutureAstronaut Training Program
partici pantslearned about thehistory of
the space program in the
Cosmosphere’s Hall of Space Mu-
seum, which houses one of the largest
spaceartifact collectionsintheworld.
Themuseumfeaturestheactual Apollc
13 command modul e Odyssey and the
largest collection of Russian spacear-
tifacts outside of Moscow. Campers
also utilized the Cosmosphere’ s plan-
etarium and IMAX Dome Theater
throughout the week.

Laneah isthe daughter of Mike and
TishPetitjean of Hutchinson; thegresat-
granddaughter of Aletha Murphy and
granddaughter of Chuck Petitjeanof St.
Francis.
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