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Pictured above, left to right, includes: Darrel and Vicki Wiley,
Sabrina Crone and John Willard.

John Willard, of Premier Accounting, is pleased to announce the
new addition of staff to assist him in his income tax and account-
ing practice. Sabrina Crone has been working for John since Oc-
tober of 2001. Previously employed at Spellman-Schmidt Funeral
Home, she brings to Premier Accounting her business experience
and love for accounting. Sabrina is currently enrolled in Metro
State College of Denver to complete her degree in accounting and
eventually sit for the CPA exam. She and her husband, Randy,
have lived in the Wray area for the last 14 years.

Also joining John are Darrel and Vicki Wiley. For the last 18
years, they have conducted a farm operation in the Hale area. They
bring with them farm management and operation experience and
have a desire to help farmers with their specialized income tax
needs. Darrel is currently enrolled at Oral Roberts University and
plans to sit for the CPA exam upon graduation. Using her organi-
zational skills, Vicki will be assisting in a multitude of adminis-
trative duties.

Premier Accounting provides tax and financial planning as well
as business consulting. John’s desire has been to serve his clients
with excellence and integrity by focusing on client service. De-
mand for services has increased, and John felt the addition of
Sabrina, Darrel and Vicki, would enable Premier Accounting to
meet the needs of his clients and provide the personal, hometown
attention they deserve and have trusted in.

John, Sabrina, Darrel, and Vicki would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone for their support in the past and encourage-
ment going forward. Please feel free to stop by and say hello.

AN ANNOUNCEMENT!

309 Main St. Wray, Colo. 970-332-5800

The Most Anytime Minutes Around.

1000ANYTIME
MINUTES

800 HOME AREA MINUTES200 4 STATE REGIONAL MINUTES

PLUS A
MOTOROLA

V2397
 DIGITAL
PHONE

ONLY

$2999
MONTH

ADD NATIONWIDE
TOLL-FREE CALLING

AND UNLIMITED
NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS
FOR JUST

New 18 month service agreement fee required on all promotional offers.

Decision Weather - “The High Plains very own Meteorologists!”
119 S. 1st Atwood - 1-866-SKY-EYES - On the hilltop in Sainty
» Receive a 7 am text-message weather forecast & updates/warnings
» FREE Delivery & 800# Customer Service

www.decisionweather.com

$299
MONTH

*

DROUGHT RELIEF
Mix 30 Liquid Supplement

Improve weight gains & conception rates with the most
economical and effective supplement on the market.

MIX 30 improves the cows
ability to convert low quality
forages such as CRP grass.

MIX 30 preconditions calves
for more successful weaning.

Contact Callicrate Feedyard
for more Information:

1-800-858-5974           1-785-332-3344

Thanks and Sorry for any inconvenience
Bob

MILL AND SEED

DOINGS AT THE MILL
Due to circumstances beyond my

control Mill and Seed will be
CLOSED:

July 20-22, 27 & August 3

OPEN:
July 23 - 31

9 a.m.- Noon and 1-5 p.m.
August 1-2 from 9 a.m.-Noon

Enjoy the Fair!
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60 grain producers
meet in Bird City

Reunion picnic planned following rodeo

Charles Martin, a Denver resident,
recently decided to make a trip to St.
Francis on his motorcycle to visit long-
time friend Rita Koros. He spent time
visiting with Ms. Koros on the deck of
her new business Main Street Sweets
and enjoyed talking to the customers
as they came and went but, before he
knew it, the time had slipped by to 9:30
p.m. and, knowing there were no gas
stations between St. Francis and Den-
ver (unless he went to I-70) decided to
spend the night.

Ms. Koros had lived in Denver for
many years but, after several visits to
St. Francis, decided to move to the
quiet life of this small community and
took no time at all to adjust. However,
Mr. Martin didn’t know what to think
when he heard a noise outside the
house.

Ms. Koros said she was awaken
when he shook her on the shoulder tell-
ing there was something outside. She
listened but could hear nothing out of
the ordinary. She went outside and still
nothing. She told Mr. Martin to go back
to bed, the noise was probably a rac-
coon and, after all, he was in St.
Francis. However, Mr. Martin thought
it could be something much bigger —
maybe a moose or a bear???

While in St. Francis, Mr. Martin had
noticed that there were few foreign cars
on the streets and few places that ac-
cepted credit cards. Well, Mr. Martin
made it through the night and went on
back to Denver the next day, noting
that he had enjoyed his stay, despite the
“noise in the night.”

City
visitor
disturbed

Interest shown in
investing in area
ethanol plant

About 60 interested grain produc-
ers met at the Legion hall in Bird City
on Thursday to hear about the West-
ern Plains Energy’s proposed etha-
nol plant. Members of the board in-
cluding Ken Krien, Bird City, talked
about the different areas of the pro-
posed plant and how participating
producers could invest.

Western Plains Energy was
formed in July 2001 to build and op-
erate a 30-million gallon ethanol pro-
duction facility. The plant will be
located on 53 acres east of Oakley in
Campus. The western Kansas site
was selected because there was
enough grain, there was access to
Ethanol and distilled grain markets,
good transportation and available
water, and natural gas and electric-
ity.

Mr. Krien reported on the risks of
investments in the plant which in-
cluded: loss of inventory, cost of

corn, loss of market for the distilled
grains, water restrictions, unex-
pected conservation and environ-
mental issues, the loss of markets for
ethanol and operation costs, just to
name some.

Ben Dickman of Grinnell, board
member talked about the legal struc-
turing of the plant and the classes of
equity ownership. The ownership
was available to producers in Kansas
and Colorado only. In Class A, each
unit cost $5,000 and there was a mini-
mum ownership of $10,000. There
would be no delivery requirements
and a freight allowance option. Class
B units were $5,000 and there was a
minimum of seven units per investor.
There was also a Class C and Class
D.

After the units are sold, there will
no longer be any units sold unless
they are bought from an individual
owner. Financing is available and the
board thought it was a good plan for
investors.

A series of meetings were sched-
uled throughout the week. For more
information, contact one of the board
members: Jeff Torluemke, Hoxie,
(president and chief executive of-
ficer); Dick Sterrett, Quinter (vice
president and chief executive of-
ficer); Ben Dickman, Grinnell; Ron
Blaesi, Sharon Springs; Dave Mann,
Quinter; Brian Baalman, Hoxie;
Gary Johnson, Oakley; Ken Krien,
Bird City; and Bob Casper, Wichita.

School board sets meeting time;
elects new officers for year

Appointments and meeting times
and dates were set when the St. Francis
Board of Education met on July 11.
Bruce Feikert was elected as president
and Gene Dodd was elected vice presi-
dent.

Other officers of the board include:
Sharon Olofson, clerk of the board;
Robyn Raile, treasurer of the board;
and Kite and Day as the law firm to
represent the board.

The board of education will meet in
the board room the second Thursday of
each month except in the following
months: Sept. 9; Oct. 7; Dec. 16; Feb.
10; and March 10. The time will be
7:30 p.m. central standard time or 8
p.m. central daylight savings time.

One noncertified personnel contract
had been signed and returned for the
board to sign. The board then turned to
discussing some plans for covering the
counseling responsibilities for next
year and some coaching vacancies that
have not yet been filled. Since no con-
tracts were ready for recommendation,
the matter was tabled until the next
meeting.

Anita Marin was appointed to serve
a four-year term on the Recreation

Commission, replacing Natalie
Knodel whose term had expired. Mr.
Dodd was reappointed as a represen-
tative to the Kansas Association of
School Board governmental relations
network and board member Sherry
Weeks was reappointed to serve as the
representative on the Northwest Kan-
sas Education Service Center Board in
Oakley.

In other business
In other business:
• The board agreed to pay $4,315 to

join the Kansas Association of School
Boards and the Kansas Association for
School Board Legal Assistance Fund.

• The board approved to allow out-
of-district students Tony Tiegs, Daniel
Oikarinen and Dennon and Alecia
Zimbelman attend the St. Francis
schools without tuition charges. Trans-
portation arrangements will be made
with the individual families as neces-
sary.

• The board reviewed the proposed
schedule for preparing and publishing
the 2003 budget. A special meeting
will be held at 8 a.m. in the board room
to study the budget and to approve its

publication. The budget hearing will be
held as part of the regular board meet-
ing on Aug. 8.

• A summary of the superintendent’s
automobile expenses for April through
June was reviewed. Total cost per mile
was $.6019 in comparison with the
school’s reimbursement rate of $.365
per mile.

• Thank you notes were distributed
to the board from two graduating se-
niors who expressed appreciation for
the scholarships they received.

Next meeting
The next regular meeting will be

held at 8 p.m. on Aug. 8 in the board
room at the high school.

By Karen Krien
Horse riders who rode with the

Rangerettes, Pride Riders and Ladies
Riding Club will be gathering for a re-
union on Aug. 2 and 3 of the Cheyenne
County Fair. Letters have been sent to
many but records kept in those days
were few and the memories of those
who rode with the groups have grown
dim. So, if you didn’t receive notifica-
tion, take this article as your invitation
to come join the group for a sundown
chuck wagon supper at 9 p.m. on Aug.
2 after the rodeo at the fair and then
meet with your horse near the St.
Francis water tower about 9 a.m. Aug.
3 so the group can ride in the Fair Pa-
rade.

Time is getting short and all those
planning to attend the barbecue on
Aug. 2 will need to have their reserva-
tions made by Wednesday so the co-

organizers can tell the cook how many
to plan for. Contact Helene
Landenberger at 783-332-2528 or
Brenda Nelsen at 785-332-2705.

“All riders and their families are
welcome to attend the barbecue,” said
Ms. Landenberger. “We just want to
have everyone get together and have a
good time.”

Rangerettes
The Rangerettes Club was orga-

nized in 1967 by Brenda Bracelin and
Connie Carpenter who asked Ms.
Landenberger to take over the direc-
tion of the club. The club members’
goals were to organize a drill team and
club of such high quality that they
might be asked to ride at events in other
towns. Ten to 18 girls met twice a week
and were ready to perform at the Chey-
enne County Fair. They also per-
formed at the Goodland and

Benkelman fairs and the Haigler Cen-
tennial Celebration.

They participated in gymkhanas and
trail rides.

Ms. Landenberger said their outfits
were always “sharp.” Their first outfits
were blue ruffled shirts and blue wran-
glers. Then there were gold flowered
blouses with gold jeans, antique gold
chaps and metallic gold hats. The most
elaborate of the outfits were purple
metallic blouses with purple stretch
lame pants and purple hats.

Through the years, members in-
cluded: Connie Carpenter, Vickie
Calnon, Leanna Gienger, Debbie
Gorthy, Becky Douthit, Beverly
Holzwarth, Jo Ann Maring, Debbie
Lampe, Monica Raile, Peggy
Johnston, Gladys Wheaton, Patty and
Brenda Connett, Sherry and Kristi
Cook, Polly Henderson, Kathy
Whitmore, Brenda Bracelin and Julie
Holzwarth. They were directed by Ms.
Landenberger and honorary flag
bearer was Laura Rudder.

Ladies Saddle Club
Mrs. Rudder organized the Ladies

Saddle Club with a fall hay ride and
buffet supper on Oct. 14, 1972. There
were 17 members joining the club and
they agreed to meet monthly to go
horseback riding. The club later be-
came known as the Ladies Riding
Club.

They went on hay rides, overnight
camp outs and trail rides. They held
steak fries, picnics, historical tours,
demonstrations for learning horse

and tack care and even hosted fun
days where they and their families
competed on horseback. The compe-
tition included a couple, each on a
horse with one delivering an egg on
a spoon to the other. One couple even
got bucked off in the tire race. Dur-
ing a trail ride, a horse laid down in
the middle of the stream with the
rider getting soaked.

For money making events, they
served lunch at farm sales, roping
contests and gymkhanas. One of the
highlights of the club was organizing
the Rodeo Princess program in 1978.

Mrs. Rudder continued as the only
charter member until her death in 1985.

Pride Riders
The Pride Riders was organized by

Helene Landenberger and, in 1972,
Butch and Diane Aschnewitz took it
over. The younger riders met twice a
week for a rigorous workout on their
horses, running the drills until the rid-
ers knew them. They performed at the
fair, gymkhanas, the Thresher Show,
Cheyenne Frontier Days and local pa-
rades. They were easy to spot with their
banner and kids dressed in blue jeans,
red shirts and white neckerchiefs and
hats.

Mrs. Aschnewitz said there were
generally 25 to 38 riders each year and
they ranged in ages from 6 to 18.

“There were lots of them (riders) and
we had a good time,” she said.

When the Aschnewitzs left in 1980,
Alvin and Judy Hilt took over the or-
ganization.

RANGRETTES: left to right: Laura Rudder, Jo Maring, Connie Carpenter, Debbie Lampe, Vickie Calnon, Kathy Hoagland, Debbie
Gorthy, Cindy Gorthy, Gail Bolts, Brenda Zweygardt, Kathy Landenberger, Sue Gorthy, Sherry Shrock, Cindy Burkhalter, Kaye Ann
Zweygardt, Donita Zweygardt, Helene Landenberger.                                                                                                              Picture courtesy of Helene Landenberger

Toll Free Reservations:
1-888-639-0003

The Teller Room

Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

www.landmarkinn.com                                     189 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.

A Unique Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Sunday Brunch Buffet
July 28 11a.m.-1:30 p.m.

International Buffet
Tuesday, July 30, 6-7:30 p.m.


