Opinion

Residents question ask
where sales tax is going

The recent announcement of the increase of
sal estax brought somequestionsfromafew Chey-
enne County residentswho had thought thetaxin-
crease wasfor the hospital. No, the salestax was
increased all over the state of Kansas.

In 1996, the peoplevoted to add 1 percent sales
tax to help keep the hospital doors open and that
tax is still being collected although, the board is
looking forward to the day when that tax is re-

moved.

Whenthehospital bondissuewasokayed by the
votersin April 2002, the hospital board and ad-
ministrator wereunsurewhenthecounty commis-

would be raised to cover the payments of bonds
andinterest. However, withlow interest ratesand
on the advice of several knowledgeable people,
the commissioners will levy the hospital bond
taxes on the next tax statement and the residents
of the county will begin paying off the bondsfor
thenext fiveyears.

Sometimes it seems like the people are being
taxes to death but, as the old saying goes, two

things people can depend on — you have to die

sionerswould sell the bonds and when the taxes

Water usage I1s small issue
——Letter to the Editor———

Totheeditor,

It'sasign that summer has arrived
when articles about water usage start to
maketheheadlines. |’ dliketotrytogive
theissue some perspective. (My thanks
totheCity of St. Francisand the North-
west Kansas Ground Water Manage-
ment officesfor their assistance.)

In Cheyenne County, there are more
than455wells, andthosewel Iswill pump
perhaps 30 billion gallons of water this
year. Nearly all of thiswater isfor irri-
gated crops. | support thisusage: it isof
grest economicbenefittoour county, and
it benefitsthe nation asawhole.

The cities of St. Francis and Bird
City, by comparison, will pump only
200 milliongallons, or lessthan 1 per-
cent of thetotal water pumpedin Chey-
enne County. Let’s be generous and
assume that half of domestic usageis
for yardwatering, andthat lawn sprin-
kler systems allow as much as 5 per-
cent of the total water pumped to es-
capeinto thecity streets.

Crunching all of these numbers,
we find that of all the water pumped
annually in Cheyenne county, 99.98
percent doesnot rundownthestreet.
Another way of sayingthisisthat for
every 31 gallonspumped, oneounce
runs down the gutter. More impor-
tantly, the other 30 gallons and 127
ounces are used to grow food, wash

carsand peopl e, cook food, and make
our yards and gardens more produc-
tive and beautiful.

My conclusions? Thereareseveral:

« [t makeslittlesensetotalk about the
tiny amount of water that runsdownthe
gutter. Tofocusonthisminutefraction
istomisstheforest for thetrees. It' seas-
ilyvisible butitisstetisticallyirrelevant.

» Even if we were to severely limit
domesticusage- cuttingitby adraconian
50 percent - the total amount of water
pumped from the aguifer under Chey-
enne County would only be reduced a
negligible amount: about 0.3 percent
(threetenths of one percent.)

* When discussing water usage, it's
importanttoremember what they taught
you inthird grade: water is neither cre-
atednor destroyed. Humansmoveitwith
pumps and pipes, and nature moves it
withgravity, evaporation, andwind cur-
rents. Aquifers are depleted and re-
charged: riverswax and wane; climates
vary from decadeto decadeand century
to century. That 30 billion gallons of
water that wepumpsoundslikeatremen-
dousamount of water but ageneral rain
of 1.6 inches over the entire county
wouldreplaceit all inoneday.

e Findly, neverforgetthat weliveina
semi-desert. It sagrest placetolive, but

and pay taxes. And payingtaxesfor thingsthat we
can seeand usesuch askeeping agood hospital in
the county seem to be worth the expense.

—ByKarenKrien

wesimply haveto pumpwater fromthe
aquifer, or else we will have agreatly
reduced quality of life, both economi-
caly andesthetically. Thosepeoplewho
live in Topeka- where the naturd pre-
cipitationrateismuch greater - areable
to pump less water per capita through
their city water systemsthan dowe. But
itisimportanttonotethat they don’ t nec-
essarily uselesswater - unlessyou con-
siderrainfal “ unused” whenitfallsonto
your lawn - they simply pump less
through their water meters. Thisisan
important distinctionwhichthey conve-
niently ignore.

Indeed, it can be argued that merely
measuring metered water isan unfair
comparison. Since we don’t ask those
Topekansto limit their use of rainfall,
why should they tell usto limit our use
of theaquifer?They liveinanareawhere
the water is above them, in the clouds,
andwelivewherethewater isbelow us,
intheaquifer.

Whether you agree or disagree with
me, | hopethat youwill continueto stay
informed andinvolvedwithwater man-
agementissues; water isthelifeblood of
western Kansas.

Robert Grace
St Francis

Out-in-country people offended

Totheeditor:

For many of us,“ outinthecountry” is
aspecia placetolive. Itappearshowever
that there are others who have a differ-
ent opinion of “country”: Those who
think it’s a place to dump their trash.
Thosewhothinkit’ swhereyouabandon
unwantedpets...andthosewhothinkit's
where you go to test your driving skills

Landfill is
appreciated

Totheeditor,

Itissonicetobeabletotakeouryard
waste, eg: weeds, lawnclippings, small
branches, to the dump during off-
hours.

All onehastodoisback your pickup
upagainstthetruck that’ sparked at the
dump gate for this purpose. This en-
ables one to throw their waste to the
front of thetruck bed, therefore, leav-
ing room for othersto do the same.

Let's all be considerate of other
“dumpers’, andthedump sitestaff, so
we can continue to have this conve-
nience.

Joy Anderegg
Bird City

after belting down afew cold ones.

To the person(s) who dumped your
trash...nevermind, it was picked up and
properly disposedof . Tothosewhoaban-
doned the two young female dogs...we
found nicehomesfor both of them, after
they showed up at our farm hat, thirsty
and hungry on a 100-plus degree day.
And, toyouwhowiped out our mailbox
and post latelast Friday night...I'msure
thatinyour condition, theroad must have
seemedabout 4feetwide. However,I'm
surethat by now you' vediscovered that
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the case of Bud Lite (you dumped the
empty box uptheroad) waspretty expen-
sivecons deringthedamagedonetoyour
pickup. I’ vecleaned upthedebris...your
mirror, brokenwindow glassetc. youl eft
srewndowntheroad. And, I’ vereplaced
themailbox and post.

Asl said, livinginthecountry ispretty
special. It’ sjust too bad that we haveto
deal with the inconsiderate, rude and
destructivefew.

Gary Neilan
St Francis

For the scripture saith,
Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.

Romans 10:11
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NEXT TIME
A POLITICAN SAYS
THEY HAVE ALL ¥4
THE ANSWERS TO ALL
OUR PRORBLEMS, LISTEN
CAREFULLY—AND YOU'LL
HEAR GOD LAUGH!

Thursday, July 18, 2002
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Reader defines speechless

L etter to the editor:

I don’t know why the city council
wouldbeor even“ appear tobespeech-
less” over the possibility of aDriving
Under thelnfluenceor a“DUI” check
point at the corner of US 36 and Col-
lege Street the night of the fair demo-
lition derby. Speechlessiswhen apo-
liceofficer and your minister arriveat
your door inthemiddleof thenightand
tell you that your daughter has been
killed in an accident caused by a per-
sonwhowasDriving Under thelnflu-
ence. What about the many that have
been killed in Cheyenne County, and
the thousands that have been killed
across our nation? Their voices have
been silenced andthey shall be speech-
lessforever.

Asfor the check point having to be
published in the newspapers two
weeksprior totheplanned check, fine.
Therearen’ttoomany peoplewhowill
not hear about the planned check, ei-
ther by reading about it inthepaper, or
hearingabout it by word of mouth. As
for the possibility of those who don’t
hear or read about it, should it matter?
Drinking and driving under the influ-
enceisagainst the law.

I’mnot surehow Mr. Jensen’ sstate-

Voter looks

Totheeditor,

For several months, | have followed
the news coverage of thetwo main Re-
publicancandidatesfor attorney general,
Phill Klineand David Adkins. Over the
past few weeks, | have had the opportu-
nity to hear them both speak about why
they want to servein that post.

WhileMr. Adkinsappearstobeawe l-
rehearsed politician, | have repeatedly
noticed that his message is void of any
substanceor documentation. Thelargest
part of hispresentationisfilled with dy
remarksabout Mr. Klineor innuendoes
astoMr. Kline sability toserveasattor-
ney generdl.

Mr. Kline, however, seemsto speak
with sincerity and great passion. His

——Lettersto

ment of the city police department’s
statusfrombeinga“ speedtrap” relates
toaDriving Under thelnfluence(DUI)
checkpoint, and how it will reflect on
the police department. | fedl that hav-
ing acheckpoint will reflect onthe po-
licedepartment inapositiveway. Per-
haps we feel bad that the city police
department didn’t think of doing the
checkpoint first with the help of the
Kansas Highway Patrol.

| wasnot awarethat themajority of
the peoplewho attend thefair or the
demolition derby was or isbased on
thebeveragesthat areallowed or not
allowedto beconsumed. Why would
the attendance drop by the lack of
drinking? Is the sole purpose of the
fair to consume liquor and have a
goodtimeat theexpenseof others, or
to go out and enjoy the 4-H displays
and livestock, commercial booths,
visiting with friends that come
homefor thefair, and of coursethe
rides.

Perhaps we should check into the
statement which states that Trooper
Rieger may not bereplaced onceheis

the Editor——

transferredfrom St. Francis. Itisprob-
ably truethat Saturday night would not
be an accurate count of ticketsissued.
Fairisfair though.. Why not set upran-
dom checkpointsat any timethrough-
out theyear?

| feel that we
shouldbedoing
our utmost to
prevent this
kind of atrag-
edy from hap-
pening to any-
one else. Per-
haps a check-
point would
prevent oneac-
cident from
happening. |
sure wish there had been something
donefar sooner thanthis. Y ouhavemy
full support. This letter iswritten in
memory of Heather Marie Draper, who
was killed by a person who was over
thelegal limitsof intoxicationonMay
25, 1996.

Heather Draper

StellaDraper
St. Francis

at pros and cons

message is packed full of examples of
how our criminal justice system isfail-
ingtoprotect theres dentsof Kansasand
what he, asour next attorney generd, can
do about it.

Onething that | noticed isthat Mr.
Klinecarriesbackground researchwith
him everywhere he goes. On the occa-
sion | heard him speak, heinvited the
audience to examine the documents he
brought asproof that hisclaimswerefac-
tual and accurate. Knowing his reputa-
tion asaman of honesty and integrity, |
don’t think that anyone took him up on
hisoffer. But hewouldn't have offered
if itweren'ttrue.

Infact, when Mr. Adkinsdenied ever
voting against our nation’s Pledge of

Allegiance during adebate, Phill Kline
held up, as evidence, the roll call vote
showing that Adkinshad, infact, voted
against protecting the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

I, for one, amtired of el ectingabunch
of pretty faceswholack thehonesty, in-
tegrity, and conviction required to put
their persond needsasi deandget thejok
doneregardlessof thepersonal secrifice,
From what I’ ve seen and read, | do not
believethat David Adkinsisthetype of
man who is ready to make the personal
sacrificesneededtomakeK ansasasafer
place.

Edward Carson
Cheyenne County
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Wesleyan Church
‘ Hwy 36 ¢ 734-2727
] Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
‘ Norman Morrow - Minister

Bible Class 9a.m.

‘% Morning Worship 10 a.m.

Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
0

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.

Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002

Bi Pastor Chris Farmer

‘ Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

1 No Sunday School during summer

nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 « St. Francis
785-332-3162
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Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30a.m.
ad
First Christian Church
332-2956 118 E. Webster
Pastor Joe Briseno
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.
Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
d

Seventh-Day Adventist Church
332-2888 «3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
O
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River « 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis
Equity

United Methodist }
Church Office 332-2292, \
Church 332-2254, |
Pars. 332-3170 f;
512 S. Scott 5',‘
Pastor Dennis Livingston L
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
ad
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00 p.m.
ad
Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m. west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m. CT

First

National Bank
Member FDIC




