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Environmental program
addressesresourceconcerns

“Kansas farmers and ranchers
have until July 19 to apply for more
than $3.9 million dollars, and maybe
more, that will soon be available to
protect cropland and grazing land
with soil and water saving practices,”
said Harold Klaege, state conserva-
tionist for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Natural ResourcesCon-
servation Service.

“With the passage of the new farm
bill there is the possibility for addi-
tional funding and other changesinthe
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), one of the main soil
and water conservation programs of -
fered by department,” said conserva-
tionist Klaege.

Inpreviousyears, enrollmentin En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram required a5 to 10 year contract
between the agriculture department
and the producer. Now 2 to 10 year
contractsareallowable. Also, partici-
pants will be eligible for up to
$450,000 of Environmental Quality
Incentives Program cost-share pay-
mentsbetween now through 2007. Pre-
vious contracts had a$50,000 limit.

I ncentivesprogram offers
producer sother opportunities
In addition to the regular Environ-

mental Quality Incentives Program,
Kansas farmers and ranchers may be
interested in applying for program
funds to address drought-impacted
natural resource concerns or the
ground and surface water savings ef-
fortsinthe High Plains Aquifer.

Drought impacted natural
resour ce concer ns- 50 western

Kansascounties

“To help farmersdeal with drought
impacted natural resourceconcernsin
western Kansas, $1 million has been
reserved fromthe2002fiscal year En-
vironmental Incentives Program

(EQIP) dlocation,” said conservation-
istKlaege. " Farmersandrancherswill
receivepriority in addressing grazing
landshealthandwinderosionconcerns
caused by drought in 50 western Kan-
sascounties.”

These funds can be used to help in-
stall conservation practicesor systems,
such as deferred grazing, a planned
grazing system, livestock water devel-
opment, cover crop, chemical fallow,
and no-tillage system.

Key Points for the Drought Im-
pacted Natural Resource Concernsand
amapandlisting of the50 countiescan
befoundat (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda)
(www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov), click on
What’sNew.

Ground and surface
water savingseffort

A special section of the Environ-
mental Quality IncentivesProgramin
the2002 Farm Bill addressesaground
and surface water conservation effort
for the eight statesin the High Plains
Aquifer,whichincludesK ansas. Natu-
ral Resourceand Conservation Service
inKansasisexpectingtoreceiveaddi-
tional dollars to help landowners re-
ducetheamount of water usedintheir
ag operations.

“This could involve actions from
making improvements to a sprinkler
irrigationsystem, convertingfromfur-
row irrigation to more efficient sprin-
kler systems, installing metersonfur-
row systems, or even converting from
irrigationtodry land crops,” said con-
servationist Klaege.

A Fact Sheet and Key Pointsfor the
Ground and Surface Water Special
Section - High Plains Aquifer can be
found at (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda)
(www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov), click on
What'sNew.

Apply now for environmental

quality incentivesprogram

“We have not yet received thefinal
programguidelinesor dollar amounts.
We do know they are coming and we
want to give Kansas landownerstime
to apply for these funds,” added con-
servationist Klaege.

Farmers and ranchers will have
until July 19, to make an applica-
tion for these funds at their local
Natural Resources Conservation
Service office.

“ After July 19, wewill evaluateand
rank theapplications. If theapplication
isapproved, anactual contract will not
be signed until late summer. We will
continuetotakeapplicationsthrough-
outthesummer. Applicationsreceived
after July 19 will be ranked at alater
date,” hesaid.

“Our offices have been busy taking
applications. Wewill becontactingall
those people to seeif they want to
changetheir application with the new
program options. We also need to al-
lowtimeif thereareother folksnow in-
terestedintheprogramwhowanttoap-
ply,” conservationist Klaege said.

Since 1997, over 3,120 Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program
contracts have been written in Kan-
sas totaling more than $20 million
dollars committed to conservation
work. These dollars do not include
themoney invested by theindividual
landowner.

Farmers and ranchersinterested in
applyingfortheseconservationdollars
should contact their local county con-
servationdistrict or Natural Resources
Conservation ServiceofficeintheDe-
partment of Agriculture Service Cen-
ter.

For information about the 2002
FarmBill conservation programsgoto
(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov)
(www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov), click onthe
Farm Bill logo.

Special provisions provided
for 2001 crop year payments

TheFarm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 providesspecial pro-
visionsfor 2001-cropyear Loan Defi-
ciency Payments. The special provi-
sionsextend 2001-cropyear Loan De-
ficiency Payments eligibility to pro-
ducerswho produced eligiblecontract
commoditieson non-Production Flex-
ibility Contract farms. Thespecial pro-
vision also applies to producers who
lost beneficial interest in an eligible
contract commodity, produced on a
non-Production Flexibility Contract
farm; or lost beneficial interest in an
eligible commodity before applying
for an Loan Deficiency Payment.

Becausethe Farm Security and Ru-
ral Investment Act of 2002 provided
authority to accept Loan Deficiency
Payment requestson commoditiespro-
duced on non -Production Flexibility
Contract farmsto ensure program eg-

uity among all producers of eligible
contract commoditiesanoilseeds. The
final availability datefor the2001-crop
hasbeen extended toayet-to-be-deter-
mined date.

Producers who produced and har-
vested aneligiblecontract commodity
onaProduction Flexibility Contract or
non-Production Flexibility Contract
farmthat lost beneficial interestinthe
commodity, are eligible for a 2001
crop year Loan Deficiency Payment.
These producers must submit aLoan
Deficiency Payment request on or be-
fore 30 calendar days after the publi-
cationof theregulationsintheFederal
Register. Therequest must befiledin
the Farm Service Agency County Of-
ficewherethefarmrecordsarekept for
thefarm onwhichthecommodity was
produced.

The Loan Deficiency Payment rate

will be determined asfollowsfor eli-
gibleproducers:

« |f the producer haslost beneficial
interest, theL oan Deficiency Payment
rateusedwill betherateineffect onthe
date beneficial interest waslost.

«|f theproducer fed thecommodity,
theL oan Deficiency Payment rateused
will betheratein effect on the date or
datesthe commodity wasfed.

« If the producer used L oan Defi-
ciency Payment quantitiesfor seed, the
Loan Deficiency Payment rate used
will betheratein effect onthedatethe
community was used for seed.

* If the producer who produced and
harvested commaoditiesonanon- Pro-
duction Flexibility Contract or Produc-
tion Flexibility Contract farm still re-
tainsbeneficial interest, theLoan De-
ficiency Payment ratewill bebased on
the date of request.

Hospice careworkerswrapping
terminally 1ll patients in cloak

Some of our most intense living
comeswhen aperson knowshe/sheis
terminallyill. Thethingsthat arereally
important comeclearly intofocusand
acted upon. Such as love expressed,
reconciliation’s occur, and life's joy
remembered. Itishopefor thiskind of
intense living that Hospice Services
providesforterminalyill patientsand
their familiesthrough palliativetreat-
ment.

Theword“palliate’” comesfromthe
Latinword “palliare” whichmeansto
wrap in awarm cloak. The hospice
team becomes that cloak to aleviate
morethan physical pain. Palliativecare
encompasses expert medical care,
pai n-and-symptom management, and
emotional and spiritual support. All
tailored to the patient’s needs and

wishes. After the patient’ sdeath, hos-
pice stays involved with the family
through their bereavement services.

Hospice care is on amanaged care
system. Meaning Hospice Servicesre-
ceivesaper diem (per day) amount re-
gardlessof servicesprovided. Theser-
vices covered by the insurance reim-
bursement include: hospice team,
equipment, medical supplies, medica-
tions, laboratory, x-ray, staff, and other
services. Services provided to each
patient vary duetothesituation. Medi-
cationfor onepatient may cost $10 per
day whilefor another $200 per day.

“We do not discriminate our care
based on cost,” said Hospice Services
nurse, Shelly Willems. “If a patient
needsamedication or equipment they
receiveit.”

Giving when it counts

Many yearsago, when| worked asa
volunteer at ahospital, | got to know a
little girl named Liz, who was suffer-
ingfromarareand seriousdisease. Her
only chanceof recovery appearedtobe
abloodtransfusionfromher 5-year old
brother, who had miraculously sur-
vived the same disease and had devel -
oped the antibodies needed to combat
theillness.

Thedoctor explainedthesituationto
her little brother, and asked the little
boy if hewould bewilling to give his
blood to hissister.

| saw himhesitatefor only amoment
beforetaking adeepbreathand saying,
“Yes, I’'ll doitif it will save her.”

Asthetransfusion progressed, helay
in bed next to hissister and smiled, as
we al did, seeing the color returning
t0 her cheeks

Thenhisfacegrew paeandhissmile
faded. He looked up at the doctor and
asked with atrembling voice, “Will |
start to dieright away?’

Beingyoung, thelittleboy had mis-
understood the doctor; he thought he
wasgoing to haveto givehissister all
of hisblood in order to save her.

Y ou seeunderstanding and attitude,
after all, iseverything.

Theintent with managed careisfor
the reimbursement to cover all cost
whenaveraged acrossall patients. The
problem with this type of system of
HospiceServicesisthat they servetoo
small of apatient volumecomparedto
most hospicesin the nation.

But Hospice Services found a way
to survivewith the managed care sys-
tem. Hospice Servicesisone of afew
hospicesinthenation that servesaru-
ral areafromarural base. Hospice Ser-
vices began serving the Cheyenne
County Community in 1997 with the
first patient admitted in June 1998.
CheyenneCounty isoneof 14 counties
inHospice Servicesservicearea. Each
of the 14 countiesin Hospice Services
service arearealizes that without the
support of each other hospice may not
beavailable.

“Our staff shares their skillsin
more than one county. It would be
very hard for each of our countiesto
support officestaff, nursesand social
workers on their own and on top of
all the other expensive,” said Sandy
Kuhlman, executivedirector of Hos-
pice Services.

“Our staff comeswith astrong hos-
pice commitment. They believe that
just becausewe chooseto liveinaru-
ral areadoesnot meanwelivewithout
hospice care like many rural areas
acrossthenation.”

If you wonder if hospice careisap-
propriate for your loved one call the
Hospice Services main office in
Phillipsburg on thetoll free 800 num-
ber, 1-800-315-5122. Y ou may also
call to learn more about volunteering
or other opportunitiesin hospicecare.
Currently there are 14 Hospice Ser-
vicesvolunteersin CheyenneCounty.
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Now booking orders for winter

Home Center

dlamal|

$3.19

40 Ib. bag

Pellets are
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supply again this year so take
advantage of the early specials
to ensure a season long supply.

Regular price $3.99 per 40 Ib. bag
will apply after Sept. 15, 2002

204 N. Quincy =
M-F 7:30-6:00
Visa-Mastercard-Discover

ORDER EARLY & SAVE

Order by Aug. 15, 2002
and pay by Sept. 15, 2002
to receive the early buy price.

going to be in tight

Home Center

St. Francis « 785-332-3337
Sat 7:30-5:00

St. Francis, KS
(785) 332-2833

mﬂ__

Sgttu rday,

Santa took some time off his beach vacation and told us that
you have been VERY GOOD! So, we thought about it
and decided that you should do something for yoursel.
All of us at SCHULTZ’S know YOU DESERVE IT!

L1 All Gift ltems - 30% OFF
[] Take an EXTRA 10% OFF Low-
est Tagged Price on ALL In-Stock

114 West Washington

July 20

Furniture
[1 Selected
Furniture at

Special
Sale Prlces




